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CHAPTER L 



HISTORICAL SURVEY. 



The second century of the existence of Gentile-Christian 
communities was characterised by the victorious conflict with 
Gnosticism and the Marcionite Church, by the gradual devel- 
opment of an ecclesiastical doctrine, and by the decay of the early 
Christian enthusiasm. The general result was the establishment 
of a great ecclesiastical association, which, forming at one and 
the same time a political commonwealth, school and union for 
worship, was based on the firm foundation of an "apostolic" 
law of faith, a collection of "apostolic" writings, and finally, 
an "apostolic" organisation. This institution was the Catholic 
Church. l In opposition to Gnosticism and Marcionitism, the main 
articles forming the estate and possession of orthodox Christianity 
were raised to the rank of apostolic regulations and laws, and 
thereby placed beyond all discussion and assault. At first 
the innovations introduced by this were not of a material, but 
of a formal, character. Hence they were not noticed by any of 
those who had never, or only in a vague fashion, been elevated 
to the feeling and idea of freedom and independence in religion* 

1 Aube" (Histoire des Persecutions de PEglise, Vol. II. 1878, pp. 1—68) has 
given a survey of the genesis of ecclesiastical dogma. The disquisitions of Renan. 
in the last .volumes of his great historical work are excellent, though not seldom 
exaggerated in particular points. See especially the concluding observations in 
Vol. VII. cc. 28—34. Since the. appearance of Ritschl's monograph on the 
genesis of the old Catholic Church, a treatise which, however, forms too narrow a 
conception of the problem, German science can point to no work of equal rank 
with the French. Cf. Sohm's Kirchenrecht, Vol. I. which, however, in a very one- 
sided manner, makes the adoption of the legal and constitutional arrangements 
responsible for all the evil in the Church. 
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2 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. i. 

How great the innovations actually were, however, may be 
measured by the fact that they signified a scholastic tutelage 
of the faith of the individual Christian, and restricted the im- 
mediateness of religious feelings and ideas to the narrowest 
limits. But the conflict with the so-called Montanism showed 
that there were still a considerable number of Christians who 
valued that immediateness and freedom ; these were, however, 
defeated. The fixing of the tradition under the title of apostolic 
necessarily led to the assumption that whoever held the apostolic 
doctrine was also essentially a Christian in the apostolic sense. 
This assumption, quite apart from the innovations which were 
legitimised by tracing them to the Apostles, meant the separation 
of doctrine and conduct, the preference of the former to the 
latter, and the transformation of a fellowship of faith, hope, and 
discipline into a communion "eiusdem sacramenti ", that is, into 
a union which, like the philosophical schools, rested on a doc- 
trinal law, and which was subject to a legal code of divine 
institution. l 

The movement which resulted in the Catholic Church owes 
its right to a place in the history of Christianity to the victory 

1 Sohm (p. 1 60) declares: "The foundation of Catholicism is the divine Church 
law to which it lays claim." In many other passages he even seems to express 
the opinion that the Church law of itself, even when not represented as divine, 
is the hereditary enemy of the true Church and at the same time denotes the 
essence of Catholicism. See, e.g., p. 2: "The whole essence of Catholicism 
consists in its declaring legal institutions to be necessary to the Church." Page 700: 
"The essence of Church law is incompatible with the essence of the Church." 
This thesis really characterises Catholicism well and contains a great truth, if 
expressed in more careful terms, somewhat as follows: The assertion that there is 
a divine Church law (emanating from Christ, or, in other words, from the Apostles), 
which is necessary to the spiritual character of the Church and which in fact is a 
token of this very attribute, is incompatible with the essence of the Gospel and is 
the mark of a pseudo-Catholicism." But the thesis contains too narrow a view of 
the case. For the divine Church law is only one feature of the essence of the 
Catholic Church, though a very important element, which Sohm, as a jurist, was 
peculiarly capable of recognising. The whole essence of Catholicism, however, 
consists in the deification of tradition generally. The declaration that the empirical 
institutions of the Church, created for and necessary to this purpose, are apostolic, 
a declaration which amalgamates them with the essence and content of the Gospel 
and places them beyond all criticism, is the peculiarly "Catholic" feature. Now, 
as a great part of these institutions cannot be inwardly appropriated and cannot 
really amalgamate with faith and piety, it is self-evident that such portions become 
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over Gnosticism and to the preservation of an important part 
of early Christian tradition. If Gnosticism in all its phases was 
the violent attempt to drag Christianity down to "the level of 
the Greek world, and to rob it of its dearest possession, belief 
in the Almighty God of creation and redemption, then Cathol- 
icism, inasmuch as it secured this belief for the Greeks, pre* 
served the Old Testament, and supplemented it with, early 
Christian writings, thereby saving— as far as documents, at leapt, 
were concerned — and proclaiming the authority of an impprtqnt 
part of primitive Christianity, must in one respect be acknow- 
ledged as a conservative force born from the vigour of Christi- 

legal ordinances, to which obedience must be rendered. For no other relation to 
these ordinances can be conceived. Hence the legal regulations and the corres- 
ponding slavish devotion come to have such immense scope in Catholicism, and 
well-nigh express its essence. But behind this is found the more general con- 
viction that the empirical Church, as it actually exists, is the authentic, pure, and 
infallible creation : its doctrine, its regulations, its religious ceremonial are apostolic. 
Whoever doubts that renounces Christ. Now, if, as in the case of the Reformers, 
this conception be recognised as erroneous and unevangelical, the result must 
•certainly be a strong detestation of "the divine Church law." Indeed, the inclination 
to sweep away all Church law is quite intelligible, for when you give the devil 
your little finger he takes the whole hand. But, on the other hand, it cannot be 
imagined how communities are to exist on earth, propagate themselves, and train 
men without regulations; and how regulations are to exist without resulting in the 
formation of a code of laws. In truth, such regulations have at no time been 
wanting in Christian communities, and have always possessed the character of a 
legal code. Sohm's distinction, that in the oldest period there was no *law", but 
only a "regulation", is artificial, though possessed of a certain degree of truth; 
for the regulation has one aspect in a circle of like-minded enthusiasts, and a 
different one in a community where all stages of moral and religious culture are 
represented, and which has therefore to train its members. Or should it not do so ? 
And, on the other hand, had the oldest Churches not the Old Testament and the 
$ixrk%tiQ of the Apostles? Were these no code of laws? Sohm's proposition: 
"The essence of Church law is incompatible with the essence of the Church," does 
not rise to evangelical clearness and freedom, but has been formed under the shadow 
and ban of Catholicism. I am inclined to call it an Anabaptist thesis. The 
Anabaptists were also in the shadow and ban of Catholicism; hence their only 
course was either the attempt to wreck the Church and Church history and found 
a new empire, or a return to Catholicism. Hermann Bockelson or the Pope! 
But the Gospel is above the question of Jew or Greek, and therefore also above 
the question of a legal code. It is reconcilable with everything that is not sin, 
even with the philosophy of the Greeks. Why should it not be also compatible 
with the monarchical bishop, with the legal code of the Romans, and even with 
the Pope, provided these are not made part of the Gospel. 
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anity. If we put aside abstract considerations and merely look 
at the facts of the given situation, we cannot but admire a 
creation which first broke up the various outside forces assailing 
Christianity, and in which the highest blessings of this faith have 
always continued to be accessible. If the founder of the Christian 
religion had deemed belief in the Gospel and a life in accordance 
with it to be compatible with membership of the Synagogue 
and observance of the Jewish law, there could at least be no 
impossibility of adhering to the Gospel within the Catholic Church. 
Still, that is only one side of the case. The older Cathol- 
icism never clearly put the question, "What is Christian ?" In- 
stead of answering that question it rather laid down rules, the 
recognition of which was to be the guarantee of Christianism. 
This solution of the problem seems to be on the one hand too 
narrow and on the other too broad. Too narrow, because it 
bound Christianity to rules under which it necessarily languished ; 
too broad, because it did not in any way exclude the intro- 
duction of new and foreign conceptions. In throwing a protec- 
tive covering round the Gospel, Catholicism also obscured it. 
It preserved Christianity from being hellenised to the most 
extreme extent, but, as time went on, it was forced to admit 
into this religion an ever greater measure of secularisation. In 
the interests of its world-wide mission it did not indeed directly 
disguise the terrible seriousness of religion, but, by tolerating 
a less strict ideal of life, it made it possible for those less in 
earnest to be considered Christians, and to regard themselves 
as such. It permitted the genesis of a Church, which was no 
longer a communion of faith, hope, and discipline, but a political 
commonwealth in which the Gospel merely had a place beside 
other things. l In ever increasing measure it invested all the 
forms which this secular commonwealth required with apostolic, 
that is, indirectly, with divine authority. This course disfigured 
Christianity and made a knowledge of what is Christian an 
obscure and difficult matter. But, in Catholicism, religion for the 
first time obtained a formal dogmatic system. Catholic Christi- 

1 In the formation of the Marcionite Church we have, on the other hand, the 
attempt to create a rigid oecumenical community, held together solely by religion. 
The Marcionite Church therefore had a founder, the Catholic has none. 
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anity discovered the formula which reconciled faith and know- 
ledge. This formula satisfied humanity for centuries, and the 
blessed effects which it accomplished continued to operate even 
after it had itself already become a fetter. 

Catholic Christianity grew out of two converging series of 
developments. In the one were set up fixed outer standards 
for determining what is Christian, and these standards were 
proclaimed to be apostolic institutions. The baptismal confession 
was exalted to an apostolic rule of faith, that is, to an apostolic 
law of faith* A collection of apostolic writings was formed from 
those read in the Churches, and this compilation was placed on 
an equal footing with the Old Testament. The episcopal and 
monarchical constitution was declared to be apostolic, and the 
attribute of successor of the Apostles was conferred on the 
bishop. Finally, the religious ceremonial developed into a cele- 
bration of mysteries, which was in like manner traced back to 
the Apostles. The result of these institutions was a strictly 
exclusive Church in the form of a communion of doctrine, cere- 
monial, and law, a confederation which more and more gathered 
the various communities within its pale, and brought about the 
decline of all nonconforming sects. The confederation was pri- 
marily based on a common confession, which, however, was not 
only conceived as "law," but was also very soon supplemented 
by new standards. One of the most important problems to be 
investigated in the history of dogma, and one which unfortun- 
ately cannot be completely solved, is to show what necessities 
led to the setting up of a new canon of Scripture, what circum- 
stances required the appearance of living authorities in the 
communities, and what relation was established between the 
apostolic rule of faith, the apostolic canon of Scripture, and the 
apostolic office. The development ended with the formation of a 
clerical class, at whose head stood the bishop, who united in 
himself all conceivable powers, as teacher, priest, and judge. 
He disposed of the powers of Christianity, guaranteed its purity, 
and therefore in every respect held the Christian laity in tutelage. 

But even apart from the content which Christianity here 
received, this process in itself represents a progressive secularising 
of the Church. This would be self-evident enough, even if it 
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were not confirmed by noting the fact that the process had 
already been to some extent anticipated in the so-called Gnos- 
ticism (See vol. I. p. 253 and Tertullian, de praescr. 35). But 
the element which the latter lacked, namely, a firmly welded, 
suitably regulated constitution, must by no means be regarded 
as one originally belonging and essential to Christianity. The 
depotentiation to which Christianity was here subjected appears 
still more plainly in the facts, that the Christian hopes were 
deadened, that the secularising of the Christian life was tolerated 
and even legitimised, and that the manifestations of an unconditional 
devotion to the heavenly excited suspicion or were compelled to 
confine themselves to very narrow limits. 

But these considerations are scarcely needed as soon as we 
turn our attention to the second series of developments that 
make u£ the history of this period. The Church did not merely 
set up dykes and walls against Gnosticism in order to ward it 
off externally, nor was she satisfied with defending against it the 
facts which were the objects of her belief and hope ; but, taking the 
creed for granted, she began to follow this heresy into its own 
special territory and to combat it with a scientific theology. 
That was a necessity which did not first spring from Christianity's 
own internal struggles. It was already involved in the fact that 
the Christian Church had been joined by cultured Greeks, who 
felt the need of justifying their Christianity to themselves and 
the world, and of presenting it as the desired and certain answer 
to all the pressing questions which then occupied men's minds. 
The beginning of a development which a century later reached 
its provisional completion in the theology of Origen, that is, in 
j the transformation of the Gospel into a scientific system of 
; ecclesiastical doctrine, appears in the Christian Apologetic, as 
.we already find it before the middle of the second century. As 
! regards its content, this system of doctrine meant the legitimis- 
ing of Greek philosophy within the sphere of the rule of faith. 
The theology of Origen bears the same relation to the New 
Testament as that of Philo does to the Old. What is here 
presented as Christianity is in fact the idealistic religious philosophy 
of the age, attested by divine revelation, made accessible to 
all by the incarnation of the Logos, and purified from any 
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connection with Greek mythology and gross polytheism. 1 A 
motley multitude of primitive Christian ideas and hopes, derived 
from both Testaments, and too brittle to be completely recast, 
as yet enclosed the kernel. But the majority of these were 
successfully manipulated by theological art, and the traditional 
rule of faith was transformed into a system of doctrine, in which, 
to some extent, the old articles found only a nominal place. 2 

This hellenising of ecclesiastical Christianity, by which we do 
not mean the Gospel, was not a gradual process; for the truth 
rather is that it was already accomplished the moment that the 
reflective Greek confronted the new religion which he had 
accepted. The Christianity of men like Justin, Athenagoras, 
and Minucius is not a whit less Hellenistic than that of Origen* 
But yet an important distinction obtains here. It is twofold; 
In the first place, those Apologists did not yet find themselves 
face to face with a fixed collection of writings having a title 
to be reverenced as Christian ; they have to do with the Old 
Testament and the "Teachings of Christ " fitixy t u,xTx Xpttrroii). 
In the second place, they do not yet regard the scientific 
presentation of Christianity as the main task and as one which 
this religion itself demands. As they really never enquired 
what was meant by "Christian," or at least never put the 
question clearly to themselves, they never claimed that their 
scientific presentation of Christianity was the first proper ex- 
pression of it that had been given. Justin and his contemporaries 
make it perfectly clear that they consider the traditional faith 
existing in the churches to be complete and pure and in itself 
requiring no scientific revision. In a word, the gulf which existed 

1 The historian who wishes to determine the advance made by Graeco-Roman 
humanity in the third and fourth centuries, under the influence of Catholicism and 
its theology, must above all keep in view the fact that gross polytheism and 
immoral mythology were swept away, spiritual monotheism brought near to all, 
and the ideal of a divine life and the hope of an eternal one made certain. 
Philosophy also aimed at that, but it was not able to establish a community. of 
men on these foundations. 

3 Luther, as is well known, had a very profound impression of the distinction 
between Biblical Christianity and the theology of the Fathers, who followed the 
theories of Origen. See, for example, Werke, Vol. LX1I. p. 49, quoting Proles: 
'When the word of God comes to the Fathers, me thinks it is as if milk were 
* filtered through a coal sack, where the milk must become black and spoiled." 
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between the religious thought of philosophers and the sum of 
Christian tradition is still altogether unperceived, because that 
tradition was not yet fixed in rigid forms, because no religious 
utterance testifying to monotheism, virtue, and reward was as 
yet threatened by any control, and finally, because the speech 
of philosophy was only understood by a small minority in the 
Church, though its interests and aims were not unknown to 
most. Christian thinkers were therefore still free to divest of 
their direct religious value all realistic and historical elements 
of the tradition, while still retaining them as parts of a huge 
apparatus of proof, which accomplished what was really the 
only thing that many sought in Christianity, viz., the assur- 
ance that the theory of the world obtained from other sources 
was the truth. The danger which here threatened Christianity 
as a religion was scarcely less serious than that which had been 
caused to it by the Gnostics. These remodelled tradition, the 
Apologists made it to some extent inoperative without attacking 
it. The latter were not disowned, but rather laid the found- 
ation of Church theology, and determined the circle of interests 
within which it was to move in the future. l 

But the problem which the Apologists solved almost off hand, 
namely, the task of showing that Christianity was the perfect 
and certain philosophy, because it rested on revelation, and that 
it was the highest scientific knowledge of God and the world, 
was to be rendered more difficult. To these difficulties all that 
primitive Christianity has up to the present transmitted to the 
Church of succeeding times contributes its share. The conflict 
with Gnosticism made it necessary to find some sort of solution 
to the question, "What is Christian ?" and to fix this answer. 
But indeed the Fathers were not able to answer the question 
confidently and definitely. They therefore made a selection 
from tradition and contented themselves with making it binding 
on Christians. Whatever was to lay claim to authority in the 

1 They were not the first to determine this circle of interests. So far as we 
can demonstrate traces of independent religious knowledge among the so-called 
Apostolic Fathers of the post-apostolic age, they are in thorough harmony with 
the theories of the Apologists, which are merely expressed with precision and 
divested of Old Testament language. 
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Church had henceforth to be in harmony with the rule of faith 
and the canon of New Testament Scriptures* That created an 
entirely new situation for Christian thinkers, that is, for those 
trying to solve the problem of subordinating Christianity to the 
Hellenic spirit. That spirit never became quite master of the 
situation; it was obliged to accommodate itself to it. l The 
work first began with the scientific treatment of individual 
articles contained in the rule of faith, partly with the view 
of disproving Gnostic conceptions, partly for the purpose of ' 
satisfying the Church's own needs. The framework in which 
these articles were placed virtually continued to be the apologetic 
theology, for this maintained a doctrine of God and the world, 
which seemed to correspond to the earliest tradition as much 
as it ran counter to the Gnostic theses. (Melito), Irenaeus, Ter- 
tullian and Hippolytus, aided more or less by tradition on the 
one hand and by philosophy on the other, opposed to the Gnostic 
dogmas about Christianity the articles of the baptismal confes- 
sion interpreted as a rule of faith, these articles being developed 
into doctrines. Here they undoubtedly learned very much from 
the Gnostics and Marcion. If we define ecclesiastical dogmas 
as propositions handed down in the creed of the Church, shown 
to exist in the Holy Scriptures of both Testaments, and 
rationally reproduced and formulated, then the men we have just 
mentioned were the first to set up dogmas 3 — dogmas but no 

1 It was only after the apostolic tradition, fixed in the form of a comprehensive 
collection, seemed to guarantee the admissibility of every form of Christianity that 
reverenced that collection, that the hellenising of Christianity within the Church 
began in serious fashion. The fixing of tradition had had a twofold result. On 
the one hand, it opened the way more than ever before for a free and unhesitating 
introduction of foreign ideas into Christianity, and, on the other hand, so far as 
it really also included the documents and convictions of primitive Christianity, it 
preserved this religion to the future and led to a return to it, either from scientific 
or religious considerations. That we know anything at all of original Christianity 
is entirely due to the fixing of the tradition, as found at the basis of Catholicism. 
On the supposition — which is indeed an academic consideration — that this fixing 
had not taken place because of the non-appearance of the Gnosticism which 
occasioned it, and on the further supposition that the original enthusiasm had 
continued, we would in all probability know next to nothing of original Christianity 
to-day. How much we would have known maybe seen from the Shepherd of Hermas. 

* So far as the Catholic Church is concerned, the idea of dogmas, as individual 
theorems characteristic of Christianity, and capable of being scholastically proved, 
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system of dogmatics. As yet the difficulty of the problem was 
by no means perceived by these men either. Their peculiar 
capacity for sympathising with and understanding the traditional 
and the old still left them in a happy blindness. So far as 
they had a theology they supposed it to be nothing more than 
the explanation of the faith of the Christian multitude (yet 
Tertullian already noted the difference in one point, certainly a 
very characteristic one, viz., the Logos doctrine). They still 
lived in the belief that the Christianity which filled their minds 
required no scientific remodelling in order to be an expression 
of the highest knowledge, and that it was in all respects iden- 
tical with the Christianity which even the most uncultivated 
could grasp. That this was an illusion is proved by many 
considerations, but most convincingly by the fact that Tertullian 
and Hippolytus had the main share in introducing into the 
doctrine of faith a philosophically formulated dogma, viz., that 
the Son of God is the Logos, and in having it made the articulus 
constitutivus ecclesice. The effects of this undertaking can never 
be too highly estimated, for the Logos doctrine is Greek philos- 
ophy in nuce> though primitive Christian views may have been 
subsequently incorporated with it. Its introduction into the creed 
of Christendom, which was, strictly speaking, the setting up 
of the first dogma in the Church, meant the future conversion 
of the rule of faith into a philosophic system. But in yet another 
respect Irenaeus and Hippolytus denote an immense advance 
beyond the Apologists, which, paradoxically enough, results both 
from the progress of Christian Hellenism and from a deeper 
study of the Pauline theology, that is, emanates from the con- 
troversy with Gnosticism. In them a religious and realistic idea 
takes the place of the moralism of the Apologists, namely, the 
deifying of the human race through the incarnation of the Son 
of God. The apotheosis of mortal man through his acquisition 
of immortality (divine life) is the idea of salvation which was 
taught in the ancient mysteries. It is here adopted as a Christian 
one, supported by the Pauline theology (especially as contained 
in the Epistle to the Ephesians), and brought into the closest 

originated with the Apologists. Even as early as Justin we find tendencies to 
amalgamate historical material and natural theology. 
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connection with the historical Christ, the Son of God and Son 
of man (filius dei et filius hominis). What the heathen faintly- 
hoped for as a possibility was here announced as certain, and 
indeed as having already taken place. What a message 1 This 
conception was to become the central Christian idea of the future. 
A long time, however, elapsed before it made its way into the 
dogmatic system of the Church. l 

But meanwhile the huge gulf which existed between both 
Testaments and the rule of faith on the one hand, and the 
current ideas of the time on the other, had been recognized 
in Alexandria. It was not indeed felt as a gulf, for then either 
the one or the other would have had to be given up, but as 
a problem. If the Church tradition contained the assurance, 
not to be obtained elsewhere, of all that Greek culture knew, 
hoped for, and prized, and if for that very reason it was re- 
garded as in every respect inviolable, then the absolutely in- 
dissoluble union of Christian tradition with the Greek philosophy 
of religion was placed beyond all doubt. But an immense 
number of problems were at the same time raised, especially 
when, as in the case of the Alexandrians, heathen syncretism 
in the entire breadth of its development was united with the 
doctrine of the Church. The task, which had been begun by 
Philo and carried on by Valentinus and his school, was now under- 
taken in the Church. Clement led the way in attempting a 
solution of the problem, but the huge task proved too much 
for him. Origen took it up under more difficult circumstances, 
and in a certain fashion brought it to a conclusion. He, the 
rival of the Neoplatonic philosophers, the Christian Philo, wrote 
the first Christian dogmatic, #hich competed with the philoso- 
phic systems of the time, and which, founded on the Scriptures 
of both Testaments, presents a peculiar union of the apologetic 
theology of a Justin and the Gnostic theology of a Valentinus, 

1 It is almost completely wanting in Tertullian. That is explained by the 
fact that this remarkable man Was in his inmost soul an old-fashioned Christian, 
to whom the Gospel was conscientia religionis^ disciplina vita and spis fidei, and 
who found no sort of edification in Neoplatonic notions, but rather dwelt on the 
ideas "command", u performance ". u error", "forgiveness". In Irenaeus also, 
moreover, the ancient idea of salvation, supplemented by elements derived from the 
Pauline theology, is united with the primitive Christian eschatology. 
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while keeping steadily in view a simple and highly practical 
aim. In this dogmatic the rule of faith is recast and that quite 
consciously. Origen did not conceal his conviction that Christi- 
anity finds its correct expression only in scientific knowledge, 
and that every form of Christianity that lacks theology is but 
a meagre kind with no clear consciousness of its own content. 
This conviction plainly shows that Origen was dealing with a 
different kind of Christianity, though his view that a mere relative 
distinction existed here may have its justification in the fact, 
that the untheological Christianity of the age with which 
he compared his own was already permeated by Hellenic 
elements and in a very great measure secularised. ] But Origen, 
as well as Clement before him, had really a right to the con- 
viction that the true essence of Christianity, or, in other words, 
the Gospel, is only arrived at by the aid of critical speculation; 
for was not the Gospel veiled and hidden in the canon of both 
Testaments, was it not displaced by the rule of faith, was it 
not crushed down, depotentiated, and disfigured in the Church 
which identified itself with the people of Christ? Clement and 
Origen found freedom and independence in what they recog- 
nized to be the essence of the matter and what they contrived 
with masterly skill to determine as its proper aim, after an 
examination of the huge apparatus of tradition. But was not 
that the ideal of Greek sages and philosophers? This question 
can by no means be flatly answered in the negative, and still 
less decidedly in the affirmative, for a new significance was 
here given to the ideal by representing it as assured beyond 
all doubt, already realised in the person of Christ and incom- 
patible with polytheism. If, as is manifestly the case, they found 
joy and peace in their faith and in the theory of the universe 
connected with it, if they prepared themselves for an eternal 
life and expected it with certainty, if they felt themselves to be 
perfect only through dependence on God, then, in spite of their 
Hellenism, they unquestionably came nearer to the Gospel than 
Irenaeus with his slavish dependence on authority. 

The setting up of a scientific system of Christian dogmatics, which 

1 On the significance of Clement and Origen see Overbeck, u Uber die Anfange 
der patristischen Litteratur" in d. Hist. Ztschr. N. F., Vol. XII. p. 417 ff. 
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was still something different from the rule of faith, interpreted 
in an Antignostic sense, philosophically wrought out, and in some 
parts proved from the Bible, was a private undertaking of 
Origen, and at first only approved in limited circles. As yet, not 
only were certain bold changes of interpretation disputed in 
the Church, but the undertaking itself, as a whole, was disapproved. l 
The circumstances of the several provincial churches in the 
first half of the third century were still very diverse. Many 
communities had yet to adopt the basis that made them into 
Catholic ones; and in most, if not in all, the education of the 
clergy — not to speak of the laity*— was not high enough to enable 
them to appreciate systematic theology. But the schools in 
which Origen taught carried on his work, similar ones were 
established, and these produced a number of the bishops and 
presbyters of the East in the last half of the third century. 
They had in their hands the means of culture afforded by the 
ag;e, and this was all the more a guarantee of victory because 
the laity no longer took any part in deciding the form of religion-.! 
Wherever the Logos Christology had been adopted the future 
of Christian Hellenism was certain. At the beginning of the 
fourth century there was no community in Christendom which, 
apart from the Logos doctrine, possessed a purely philosophical 
theory that Was regarded as an ecclesiastical dogma, to say 
nothing of an official scientific theology. But the system of 
Origen was a prophecy of the future. The Logos doctrine 
started the crystallising process which resulted in further deposits. 
Symbols of faith were already drawn up which contained a 
peculiar mixture of Origen's theology with the inflexible Antignostic 
regula fideu One celebrated theologian, Methodius, endeavoured 
to unite the theology of Irenaeus and Origen, ecclesiastical 
realism and philosophic spiritualism, under the badge of monastic 
mysticism. The developments of the following period therefore 
no longer appear surprising in any respect. 
• As Catholicism, from every point of view, is the result of 

1 Information on this point may be got not only from the writings of Origen 
(see especially his work against Celsus), but also and above all from his history. 
The controversy between Dionysius of Alexandria and the Chiliasts is also instructive 
on the matter. 
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jthe blending of Christianity with the ideas of antiquity, l so the 
(Catholic dogmatic, as it was developed after the second or third 
century on the basis of the Logos doctrine, is Christianity con- 
ceived and -formulated from the standpoint of the Greek philos- 
ophy of religion. 3 This Christianity conquered the old world, 
and became the foundation of a new phase of history in the 
Middle Ages. The union of the Christian religion with a definite 
historical phase of human knowledge and culture may be la- 
mented in the interest of the Christian religion, which was thereby 
secularised, and in the interest of the development of culture 
which was thereby retarded (f). But lamentations become here 
ill-founded assumptions, as absolutely everything that we have 
and value is due to the alliance that Christianity and antiquity 
concluded in such a way that neither was able to prevail oyer 
the other. Our inward and spiritual life, which owes the least 
part of its content to the empiric knowledge which we have 

\ acquired, is based up to the present moment on the discords 
resulting from that union. 
These hints are meant among other things to explain and 
justify * the arrangement chosen for the following presentation, 
which embraces the fundamental section of the history of Christian 
dogma. 4 A few more remarks are, however, necessary. 

1 The three or (reckoning Methodius) four steps of the development of church 
doctrine (Apologists, Old Catholic Fathers, Alexandrians) correspond to the progressive 
religious and philosophical development of heathendom at that period: philosophic 
moralism, ideas of salvation (theology and practice of mysteries), Neoplatonic 
philosophy, and complete syncretism. 

8 " Virtus omnis ex his causam accipit, a quibus provocatur (Tertull., de bapt 2.) 
8 The plan of placing the apologetic theology before everything else would 
have much to recommend it, but I adhere to the arrangement here chosen, because 
the advantage of being able to represent and survey the outer ecclesiastical develop- 
ment and the inner theological one, each being viewed as a unity, seems to me 
to be very great. We must then of course understand the two, developments as 
proceeding on parallel lines. But the placing of the former parallel before the 
latter in my presentation is justified by the fact that what was gained in the former 
passed over much more directly and swiftly into the general life of the Church, 
than ;what was reached in the latter. Decades elapsed, for instance, before the 
apologetic theology came to be generally known and accepted in the Church, as 
is shown by the long continued conflict against Monarchianism. 

4 The origin of Catholicism can only be very imperfectly described within 
the framework of the history of dogma, for the political situation of the Christian 
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1. One special difficulty in ascertaining the genesis of the 
Catholic rules is that the churches, though on terms of close 
connection and mutual intercourse, had no real forum publicum, 
though indeed, in a certain sense, each bishop was in foro 
publico. As a rule, therefore, we can only see the advance in 
the establishment of fixed forms in the shape of results; without 
being able to state precisely the ways and means which led 
to them. We do indeed know the factors, and can therefore 
theoretically construct the development; but the real course of 
things is frequently hidden from us. The genesis of a harmonious 
Church, firmly welded together in doctrine and constitution, can 
no more have been the natural unpremeditated product of the 
conditions of the time than were the genesis and adoption of 
the New Testament canon of Scripture. But we have no direct 
evidence as to what communities had a special share in the 
development, although we know that the Roman Church played 
a leading part. Moreover, we can only conjecture that conferences, 
common measures, and synodical decisions were not wanting. 
It is certain that, beginning with the last quarter of the second 
century, there were held in the different provinces, mostly in 
the East, but later also in the West, Synods in which an under- 
standing was arrived at on all questions of importance to 
Christianity, including, e.g., the extent of the canon. l 

2. The degree ofinfluence exercised by particular ecclesiastics 

communities in the Roman Empire had quite as important an influence on the 
development of the Catholic Church as its internal conflicts. But inasmuch as 
that situation and these struggles are ultimately connected in the closest way, the 
history of dogma cannot even furnish a complete picture of this development 
within definite limits. 

* l See Tertullian, de pudic. 10: "Sed cederem tibi, si scriptura Pastoris, quae 
sola moechos amat, divino instrumento meruisset incidi, si non ab omni concilio 
ecclesiarum etiam vestrarum inter aprocrypha et falsa iudicaretur;" de ieiun. 13: 
a Agnntur praeterea per Grcecias ilia certis 'in locis concilia ex universis ecclesiis, 
per * quae et altiora quaeque in commune tractantur, et ipsa repraesentatio totius 
nfominis Christiani magna veneratione celebratur." We must also take into account 
' here the intercourse by letter, in which connection I may specially remind the 
reader of the correspondence between Dionysius, Bishop of Corinth, Euseb., 
H.E, IV. 23, and journeys such as those of Polycarp and Abercius to Rome. 
Cf. generally Zahn, Weltverkehr und Kirche wahrend der drei ersten Jahrhunderte, 
1877. 
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on the development of the Church and its doctrines is also 
obscure and difficult to determine. As they were compelled to 
claim the sanction of tradition for every innovation they intro- 
duced, and did in fact do so, and as every fresh step they took 
appeared to themselves necessary only as an explanation, it is 
in many cases quite impossible to distinguish between what they 
received from tradition and what they added to it of their own. 
Yet an investigation from the point of view of the historian of 
literature shows that Tertullian and Hippolytus were to a great 
extent dependent on Irenaeus. What amount of innovation these 
men independently contributed can therefore still be ascertained. 
Both are men of the second generation. Tertullian is related 
to Irenaeus pretty much as Calvin to Luther. This parallel holds 
good in more than one respect. First, Tertullian drew up 
a series of plain dogmatic formulae which are not found in Ire- 
naeus and which proved of the greatest importance in succeeding 
times. Secondly, he did not attain the power, vividness, and 
unity of religious intuition which distinguish Irenaeus. The truth 
rather is that, just because of his forms, he partly destroyed the 
unity of the matter and partly led it into a false path of develop- 
ment. Thirdly, he everywhere endeavoured to give a conception 
of Christianity which represented it as the divine law, whereas 
in Irenaeus this idea is overshadowed by the conception of the 
Gospel as real redemption. The main problem therefore resolves 
itself into the question as to the position of Irenaeus in the 
history of the Church. To what extent were his expositions new, 
to what extent were the standards he formulated already employed 
in the Churches, and in which of them? We cannot form to 
ourselves a sufficiently vivid picture of the interchange of Christian 
writings in the Church after the last quarter of the second cen- 
tury. ' Every important work speedily found its way into 
the churches of the chief cities in the Empire. The diffusion 
was not merely from East to West, though this was the general 
rule. At the beginning of the fourth century there was in Cae- 
sarea a Greek translation of Tertullian's Apology and a collection 

1 See my studies respecting the tradition of the Greek Apologists of theseeond 
century in the early Church in the Texte und Unters. z. Gesch. der alt christl. 
Litteratur, Vol. I. Part I. 2. 
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of Cyprian's epistles. l The influence of the Roman Church 
extended over the greater part of Christendom. Up till about 
the year 260 the Churches in East and West had still in some 
degree a common history. 

3. The developments in the history of dogma within the 
period extending from about 150 to about 300 were by 
no means brought about in the different communities at the 
same time and in a completely analogous fashion. This 
fact is in great measure concealed from us, because our 
authorities are almost completely derived from those leading 
Churches that were connected with each other by constant 
intercourse. Yet the difference can still be clearly proved 
by the ratio of development in Rome, Lyons, and Carthage 
on the one hand, and in Alexandria on the other. Besides, 
we have several valuable accounts showing that in more remote 
provinces and communities the development was slower, 
and a primitive and freer condition of things much longer 
preserved. 2 

4. From the time that the clergy acquired complete sway 
over the Churches, that is, from the beginning of the second 
third of the third century, the development of the history of 
dogma practically took place within the ranks of that class, and 
was carried on by its learned men. Every mystery they set 
up therefore became doubly mysterious to the laity, for these 
did not even understand the terms, and hence it formed another 
new fetter. 

1 See Euseb., H.E. II. 2; VI. 43. 

2 See the accounts of Christianity in Edessa and the far East generally 
The Acta Archelai and the Homilies of Aphraates should also be specially 
examined. Cf. further Euseb., H. E. VL 12, and finally the remains of the Latin- 
Christian literature of the third century — apart from Tertullian, Cyprian and 
Novatian — as found partly under the name of Cyprian, partly under other titles. 
Commodian, Arnobius, and Lactantius are also instructive here. This literature has 
been but little utilised with respect to the history of dogma and of the Church. 
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FIXING AND GRADUAL SECULARISING OF 
CHRISTIANITY AS A CHURCH. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE SETTING UP OF THE APOSTOLIC STANDARDS FOR 

ECCLESIASTICAL CHRISTIANITY. THE CATHOLIC 

CHURCH. * 

We may take as preface to this chapter three celebrated 
passages from Tertullian's "de praescriptione haereticorum." In 
chap. 21 we find: "It is plain that all teaching that agrees 
with those apostolic Churches which are the wombs and origins 
of the faith must be set down as truth, it being certain that 
such doctrine contains that which the Church received from the 
Apostles, the Apostles from Christ, and Christ from God." In 
chap. 36 we read: "Let us see what it (the Roman Church) has 
learned, what it has taught, and what fellowship it has likewise 
had with the African Churches. It acknowledges one God the 

1 In itself the predicate " Catholic " contains no element that signifies a secularising 
of the Church. "Catholic" originally means Christianity in its totality as contrasted 
with single congregations. Hence the concepts "all communities "and the "universal 
Church" are identical. But from the beginning there was a dogmatic element 
in the concept of the universal Church, in so far as the latter was conceived to 
have been spread over the whole earth by the Apostles; an idea which involved 
the conviction that only that could be true which was found everywhere in Christen- 
dom. Consequently, "entire or universal Christendom," "the Church spread over 
the whole earth," and "the true Church" were regarded as identical conceptions. 
In this way the concept "Catholic" became a pregnant one, and finally received 
a dogmatic and political content As this result actually took place, it is not 
inappropriate to speak of pre-Catholic and Catholic Christianity. 
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Lord, the creator of the universe, and Jesus Christ, the Soft of 
God the creator, born of the Virgin Mary, as well as the resur- 
rection of the flesh. It unites the Law and the Prophets with 
the writings of the Evangelists and Apostles. From these it 
draws its faith, and by their authority it seals this faith with 
water, clothes it with the Holy Spirit, feeds it with the eucharist, 
and encourages martyrdom. Hence it receives no one who rejects 
this institution. ,, In chap. 32 the following challenge is addressed 
to the heretics : " Let them unfold a series of their bishops 
proceeding by succession from the beginning in such a way 
that this first bishop of theirs had as his authority and prede- 
cessor some one of the Apostles or one of the apostolic men, 
who, however, associated with the Apostles." * From the con- 
sideration of these three passages it directly follows that three 
standards are to be kept in view, viz., the apostolic doctrine, 
the apostolic canon of Scripture, and the guarantee of apostolic 
authority, afforded by the organisation of the Church, that is, 
by the episcopate, and traced back to apostolic institution. It 
will be seen that the Church always adopted these three stand- 
ards together, that is simultaneously. l As a matter of fact they 
originated in Rome and gradually made their way in the other 
Churches. That Asia Minor had a share in this is probable, 
though the question is involved in obscurity. The three Catho- 

* Translator's note. The following is Tertullian's Latin as given by Professor 
Harnack: Cap. 21: "Constat omnem doctrinam quae cum .ecclesiis apostolicis 
matricibus et originalibus fidei conspiret veritati deputandam, id sine dubio tenen- 
tem quod ecclesiae ab apostolis, apostoli a Christo, Christus a deo accepit." 
Cap. 36 : "Videamus quid (ecclesia Romanensis) didicerit, quid docuerit, cum 
Africanis quoque ecclesiis contesserarit. Unum deum dominum novit, creatorem 
universitatis, et Christum Iesum ex virgine Maria filium dei creatoris, et carnis re- 
surrectionem; legem et prophetas cum evangelicis et apostolicis litteris miscet;inde 
potat fidem, earn aqua signat, sancto spiritu vestit, eucharistia pascit, martyrium 
exhortatur, et ita ad versus hanc institutionem neminem recipit." Chap. 32:"Evol- 
vant ordinem episcoporum suorum, ita per successionem ab initio decurrentem, ut 
primus ille episcopus aliquem ex apostolis vel apostolicis viris, qui tamen cum 
apostolis perseveravit, habuerit auctorem et antecessorem." 

1 None of the three standards, for instance, were in the original of the first 
six books of the Apostolic Constitutions, which belong to the third century and 
are of Syrian origin; but instead of them the Old Testament and Gospel on the 
one hand, and the bishop, as the God of the community, on the other, are taken 
as authorities. 
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lie standards had their preparatory stages, (i) in short kerygmatic 
creeds; (2) in the authority of the Lord and the formless 
apostolic tradition as well as in the writings read in the Churches ; 
(3) in the veneration paid to apostles, prophets, and teachers, 
or the u elders " and leaders of the individual communities. 

A. The Transformation of the Baptismal Confession 
into the Apostolic Rule of Faith. 

It has been explained (vol. I. p. 157) that the idea of the 
complete identity of what the Churches possessed as Christian 
communities with the doctrine or regulations of the twelve 
Apostles can already be shown in the earliest Gentile-Christian 
literature. In the widest sense the expression, xxvuv ty,c 
irxpaSfosug (canon of tradition), originally included all that was 
traced back to Christ himself through the medium of the Apostles 
and was of value for the faith and life of the Church, together 
with everything that was or seemed her inalienable possession, 
as, for instance, the Christian interpretation of the Old Testament. 
In the narrower sense that canon consisted of the history and 
words of Jesus. In so far as they formed the content of faith 
they were the faith itself, that is, the Christian truth; in so far 
as this faith was to determine the essence of everything Christian, 
it might be termed xxvwv rijg 7ri(rr£ug 9 xxvuv rijg xh^eixc (canon of 
the faith, canon of the truth). * But the very fact that the 
extent of what was regarded as tradition of the Apostles was 
quite undetermined ensured the possibility of the highest degree 
of freedom; it was also still allowable to give expression to 

1 See Zahn, Glaubensregel und Taufbekenntniss in der alten Kirche in the 
Zeitschrift f. Kirchl. Wissensch. u. Kirchl. Leben, 1 88 1, Part 6, p. 302 ff., espe- 
cially p. 314 ff. In the Epistle of Jude, v. 3, mention is made of the #t«! Tcetpot- 
SoQeirx rots &ylot$ Tcfort^ and in v. 20 of { ? building yourselves up in your most holy 
faith." See Polycarp, ep. III. 2 (also VII. 2; II. I). In either case the expressions 
xxvw rfa wforsuG, kxvuv t%q a.Xv\Uiot^ or the like, might stand for Tcfort^ for the faith 
itself is primarily the canon ; but it is the canon only in so far as it is comprehen- 
sible and plainly denned. Here lies the transition to a new interpretation of the 
conception of a standard in its relation to the faith. Voigt has published an 
excellent investigation of the concept 6 xav&v rfc bhyUiois cum synonym is 
(Eine verschollene Urkunde des antimont. Kampfes, 1891, pp. 184 — 205). 
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Christian inspiration and to the intuition of enthusiasm without 
any regard to tradition. 

We now know that before the violent conflict with Gnosticism 
short formulated summaries of the faith had already grown , out 
of the missionary practice of the Church (catechising). The 
shortest formula was that which defined the Christian faith as 
belief in the Father, Son, and Spirit. 1 It appears to have been 
universally current in Christendom about the year 150. In the 
solemn transactions of the Church, therefore especially in baptism, 
in the great prayer of the Lord's Supper, as well as in the 
exorcism of demons, * fixed formulae were used. They embraced 
also such articles as contained the most important facts in the 
history of Jesus. 3 We know definitely that not later than about 
the middle of the second century (about 140 A.D.) the Roman 
Church possessed a fixed creed, which every candidate for baptism 
had to profess ; 4 and something similar must also have existed 

1 In Hennas, Mand. I., we find a still shorter formula which only contains the 
confession of the monarchy of God, who created the world, that is the formula 
wta-Ttuu gJq 'hot $tdv wmvrxKp&roptt, which did not originate with the baptismal 
ceremony. But though at first the monarchy may have been the only dogma in the 
strict sense, the mission of Jesus Christ beyond doubt occupied a place alongside 
of it from the beginning; and the new religion was inconceivable without this. 

3 See on this point Justin, index to Otto's edition. It is not surprising that 
formulae similar to those used at baptism were employed in the exorcism of 
demons. However, we cannot immediately infer from the latter what was the 
wording of the baptismal confession. Though, for example, it is an established 
fact that in Justin's time demons were exorcised with the words: "In the name of 
Jesus Christ who was crucified under Pontius Pilate," it does not necessarily follow 
from this that these words were also found in the baptismal confession. The sign 
of the cross was made over those possessed by demons; hence nothing was more 
natural than that these words should be spoken. Hence they are not necessarily 
borrowed from a baptismal confession. 

3 These facts were known to every Christian. They are probably also alluded 
to in Luke I. 4. 

4 The most important result of Caspari's extensive and exact studies is the 
establishment of this fact and the fixing of the wording of the Romish Confession. 
(Ungedruckte, unbeachtete und wenig beachtete Quellen 2. Gesch. des Taufsymbols 
u d. Glaubensregels. 3 Vols. 1866—1875. Alte u. neue Quellen zur Gesch. des 
Taufsymbols u. d. Glaubensregel, 1879). After this Hahn, Bibliothek d. Symbole u. 
Glaubensregeln der alten Kirche. 2 Aufl. 1877; see also my article "Apostol. 
Symbol" in Herzog's R.E.. 2nd. ed., as well as Book I. of the present work, 
Chap. III. § 2. 
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ill Smyrna and other Churches of Asia Minor about the year 
150, in some cases, even rather earlier. We may suppose that 
formulae of similar plan and extent were also found in other 
provincial Churches about this time. l Still it is neither probable 
that all the then existing communities possessed such creeds, nor 
that those who used them had formulated them in such a rigid 
way as the Roman Church had done. The proclamation of the 
history of Christ predicted in the Old Testament, the Kypvypx 
Tifc xtydhxg, also accompanied the short baptismal formula 
without being expressed in set terms. 2 

Words of Jesus and, in general, directions for the Christian 
life were not, as a rule, admitted into the short formulated 
creed. In the recently discovered " Teaching of the Apostles " 
(Ai$xx*l ruv xTTOfrriXcav) we have no doubt a notable attempt 
to fix the rules of Christian life as traced back to Jesus through 
the medium of the Apostles, and to elevate them into the 
foundation of the confederation of Christian Churches; but 
this undertaking, which could not but have led the development 
of Christianity into other paths, did not succeed. That the 
formulated creeds did not express the principles of conduct, but 
the facts on which Christians based their faith, was an unavoid- 
able necessity. Besides, the universal agreement of all earnest 
and thoughtful minds on the question of Christian morals was 
practically assured. 3 Objection was not taken to the principles 

1 This supposition is based on observation of the fact that particular 
statements of the Roman Symbol, in exactly the same form or nearly so, are 
found in many early Christian writings. See Patr. App. Opp. I. 2, ed. 2, 
pp; 115— 42. 

2 The investigations which lead to this result are of a very complicated nature 
and cannot therefore be given here. We must content ourselves with remarking 
that all Western baptismal formulae (creeds) may be traced back to the Roman, 
and that there was no universal Eastern creed on parallel lines with the latter. 
There is no mistaking the importance which, in these circumstances, is to be 
attributed to the Roman symbol and Church as regards the development of 
Catholicism. 

8 This caused the pronounced tendency of the Church to the formation of 
dogma, a movement for which Paul had already paved the way. The development 
of Christianity, as attested, for example, by the Aidotxvj, received an additional 
factor in the dogmatic tradition, which soon gained the upper hand. The great 
reaction is then found in monasticism. Here again the rules of morality become 
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of morality— at least this was not a primary consideration — for 
there were many Greeks to whom they did not seem foolishness, 
but to the adoration of Christ as he was represented in tradition 
and to the Church's worship of a God, who, as creator of the 
world and as a speaking and visible being, appeared to the 
Greeks, with their ideas of a purely ^spiritual deity, to be inter- 
woven with the world, and who, as the God worshipped by the 
Jews also, seemed clearly distinct from the Supreme Being. This 
gave rise to the mockery of the heathen, the theological art 
of the Gnostics, and the radical reconstruction of tradition as 
attempted by Marcion. With the freedom that still prevailed 
Christianity was in danger of being resolved into a motley mass 
of philosophic speculations or of being completely detached from 
its original conditions. " It was admitted on all sides that Christi- 
anity had its starting-point in certain facts and sayings; but if 
any and every interpretation of those facts and sayings was 
possible, if any system of philosophy might be taught into which 
the words that expressed them might be woven, it is clear that 
there could be but little cohesion between the members of the 
Christian communities. The problem arose and pressed for an 
answer : What should be the basis of Christian union ? But the 
problem was for a time insoluble. For there was no standard 
and no court of appeal. " From the very beginning, when the 
differences in the various Churches began to threaten their unity, 
appeal was probably made to the Apostles' doctrine, the words 
of the Lord, tradition, "sound doctrine", definite facts, such as 
the reality of the human nature (flesh) of Christ, and the reality 
of his death and resurrection. l In instruction, in exhortations, 
and above all in opposing erroneous doctrines and moral aber- 

the prevailing feature, and therefore the old Christian gnomic literature attains in 
this movement a second period of vigour. In it again dogmatics only form the 
background for the strict regulation of life. In the instruction given as a pre- 
paration for baptism the Christian moral commandments were of course always 
inculcated, and the obligation to observe these was expressed in the renunciation 
of Satan and all his works. In consequence of this, there were also fixed formulae 
in these cases. 

1 See the Pastoral Epistles, those of John and of Ignatius; also the episde of 
Jude, I Clem. VII., Polycarp, ad Philipp. VII., II. 1, VI. 3, Justin. 
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rations, this precept was inculcated from the beginning : iicotivtonsv 
rxq 'xsvxg kx) pxrxlxt QpovTi$xf 9 >xx) Ixicofisv ir) rov evxtetj xx) veftvov 
rijg irxpxioveoog jfi&v xxvivx ('• Let us leave off vain and foolish 
thoughts and betake ourselves to the glorious and august canon of 
our tradition "). But the very question was : What is sound doctrine? 
What is the content of tradition? Was the flesh of Christ a 
reality? etc. There is no doubt that Justin, in opposition to those 
whom he viewed as pseudo-Christians, insisted on the absolute 
necessity of acknowledging certain definite traditional facts and 
made this recognition the standard of orthodoxy. To all appearance 
it was he who began the great literary struggle for the expulsion 
of heterodoxy (see his ovvrxypx xxrx Trxrav roov ysysvyftivav 
xipitrsav); but, judging from those writings of his that have 
been preserved to us, it seems very unlikely that he was already 
successful in finding a fixed standard for determining orthodox 
Christianity. l 

The permanence of the communities, however, depended on 
the discovery of such a standard. They were no longer held 
together by the conscientia religionis, the unitas discipline? , and 
the fcedus spei. The Gnostics were not solely to blame for that. 

1 In the apologetic writings of Justin the courts of appeal inyariably continue 
to be the Old Testament, the words of the Lord, and the communications of 
prophets; hence he has hardly insisted on any other in his anti-heretical work. On 
the other hand we cannot appeal to the observed fact that Tertullian also, in his 
apologetic writings, did not reveal his standpoint as a churchman and opponent 
of heresy ; for, with one exception, he did not discuss heretics in these tractates at 
all. On the contrary Justin discussed their position even in his apologetic writings ; 
but nowhere, for instance, wrote anything similar to Theophilus' remarks in w ad 
Autol.," II. 14. Justin was acquainted with and frequently alluded to fixed formulae 
and perhaps a baptismal symbol related to the Roman, if not essentially identical 
with it. (See Bornemann. Das Taufsymbol Justins in the Ztschr. f. K. G. Vol. III. 
p. I if.), but we cannot prove that he utilised these formulae in the sense of Irenaeus 
and Tertullian. We find him using the expression dpSoyvupovis in Dial. 80. The 
resurrection of the flesh and the thousand years' kingdom (at Jerusalem) are there 
reckoned among the beliefs held by the ipBoyvupovsq xotrk w&vroL Xp&rtctvoL But 
it is very characteristic of the standpoint taken up by Justin that he places between 
the heretics inspired by demons and the orthodox a class of Christians to whom 
he gives the general testimony that they are Tffc xortotp&e x«) hv<re@oC<; ymfin^ 
though they are not fully orthodox in so far as they reject one important doctrine. 
Such an estimate would have been impossible to Irenseus and Tertullian. They 
have advanced to the principle that he who violates the law of faith in one point 
is guilty of breaking it all. 
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They rather show us merely the excess of a continuous trans- 
formation which no community could escape.. The gnosis 
which subjected religion to a critical examination awoke in 
proportion as religious life from generation to generation lost 
its warmth and spontaneity. There was a time when the majority 
of Christians knew themselves to be such, (1) because they had 
the "Spirit" and found in that an indestructible guarantee of 
their Christian position, (2) because they observed all the 
commandments of Jesus (evroXx) *lwov). But when these 
guarantees died away, and when at the same time the most 
diverse doctrines that were threatening to break up the Church 
were preached in the name of Christianity, the fixing of tradition 
necessarily became the supreme task. Here, as in every other 
case, the tradition was not fixed till after it had been to some 
extent departed from. It was just the Gnostics themselves who 
took the lead in a fixing process, a plain proof that the setting 
up of dogmatic formulae has always been the support of new 
formations. But the example set by the Gnostics was the very 
thing that rendered the problem difficult. Where was a beginning 
to be made? "There is a kind of unconscious logic in the minds 
of masses of men when great questions are abroad, which some 
one thinker throws into suitable form." * There could be no 
doubt that the needful thing was to fix what was "apostolic", 
for the one certain thing was that Christianity was based on a divine 
revelation which had been transmitted through the medium 
of the Apostles to the Churches of. the whole earth. It certainly 
was not a single individual who hit on the expedient of 
affirming the fixed forms employed by the Churches in their 
solemn transactions to be apostolic in the strict sense. It must 
have come about by a natural process. But the confession of 
the Father, Son, and Spirit and the kerygma of Jesus Christ 
had the most prominent place among these forms. The special 
emphasising of these articles, in opposition to the Gnostic and 
Marcionite undertakings, may also be viewed as the result of 
the " common sense " of all those who clung to the belief that 
the Father of Jesus Christ was the creator of the world, and 

1 Hatch, "Organisation of the Church ", p. 96. 
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that the Son of God really appeared in the flesh. But that was 
not everywhere sufficient, for, even admitting that about the 
period between 150 and 180 A.D. all the Churches had a fixed 
creed which they regarded as apostolic in the strict sense — and 
this cannot be proved, — the most dangerous of all Gnostic 
schools, viz., those of Valentinus, could recognise this creed, 
since they already possessed the art of explaining a given text 
in whatever way they chose. What was needed was an apostolic 
creed definitely interpreted; for it was only by the aid of 
a definite interpretation that the creed could be used to 
repel the Gnostic speculations and the Marcionite conception of 
Christianity. 

In this state of matters the Church of Rome, the proceedings 
of which are known to us through Irenaeus and Tertullian, took, 
with regard to the fixed Roman baptismal confession ascribed 
to the Apostles, the following step: The Antignostic interpret- 
ation required by the necessities of the times was proclaimed 
as its self-evident content; the confession, thus explained, was 
designated as the "Catholic faith' 1 ("fides catholica "), that is 
the rule of truth for the faith; and its acceptance was made 
the test of adherence to the Roman Church as well as to the 
general confederation of Christendom. Irenaeus was not the 
author of this proceeding. How far Rome acted with the cooper- 
ation or under the influence of the Church of Asia Minor is a 
matter that is still obscure, 1 and will probably never be deter- 
mined with certainty. What the Roman community accomplished 
practically was theoretically established by Irenaeus * and Ter- 
tullian. The former proclaimed the baptismal confession, defi- 
nitely interpreted and expressed in an Antignostic form, to 
be the apostolic rule of truth (regula veritatis), and tried 

1 We can only conjecture that some teachers in Asia Minor contemporary with 
Irenaeus, or even of older date, and especially Melito, proceeded in like manner, 
adhering to Polycarp's exclusive attitude. Dionysius of Corinth (Eusebius, H. E. IV* 
23. 2, 4) may perhaps be also mentioned. 

2 Irenaeus set forth his theory in a great work, adv. haeres., especially in the 
third book. Unfortunately his treatise, "Atfyoc esq \nfou\iv roO &%q9tq?ukqG x»ipvy- 
pecros", probably the oldest treatise on the rule of faith, has not been preserved 
(Euseb., H. E. V. 26.) 



Digitized by CjOOQlC 



Chap, ii.] APOSTOLIC RULE OF FAITH 2% 

to prove it so'. He based his demonstration on the theory 
that this series of doctrines embodied the faith of the churches 
founded by the Apostles, and that these communities had 
always preserved the apostolic teaching unchanged (see under C). 

Viewed historically, this thesis, which preserved Christianity 
from complete dissolution, is based on two unproved assump- 
tions and on a confusion of ideas. It is not demonstrated that 
any creed emanated from the Apostles, nor that the Churches 
they founded always preserved their teaching in its original 
form; the creed itself, moreover, is confused with its interpret- 
ation. Finally, the existence of a fides catholica, in the strict 
sense of the word, cannot be justly inferred from the essential 
agreement found in the doctrine of a series of communities. l 
But, on the other hand, the course taken by Irenaeus was the 
only one capable of saving what yet remained of primitive 
Christianity, and that is its historical justification. A fides apos- 
tolka had to be set up and declared identical with the already 
existing fides catholica. It had to be made the standard for 
judging all particular doctrinal opinions, that it might be deter- 
mined whether they were admissible or not. 

The persuasive power with which Irenaeus set up the principle of 
the apostolic " rule of truth," or of " tradition " or simply of" faith," 
was undoubtedly, as far as he himself was concerned, based on the 
facts that he had already a rigidly formulated creed before him 
and that he had no doubt as to its interpretation. 5 The rule 

1 Irenaeus indeed asserts in several passages that all Churches — those in Germany, 
Iberia, among the Celts, in the East, in Egypt, in Lybia and Italy; see L io. 2; 
III. 3. 1; III. 4. 1 sq.«— possess the same apostolic kerygtna\ but "qui nimis probat 
nihil probat." The extravagance of the expressions shows that a dogmatic theory 
is here at work. Nevertheless this is based on the correct view that the Gnostic 
speculations are foreign to Christianity and of later date. 

* We must further point out here that Irenaeus not only knew the tradition of the 
Churches of Asia Minor and Rome, but that he had sat at the feet of Polycarp and 
associated in his youth with many of the "elders" in Asia. Of these he knew for certain 
that they in part did not approve of the Gnostic doctrines and in part would not 
have done so. The confidence with which he represented his antignostic inter- 
pretation of the creed as that of the Church of the Apostles was no doubt owing 
to this sure historical recollection. See his epistle to Florinus in Euseb., H. E. V. 20 
and his numerous references to the "elders" in his great work. (A collection of 
these may be found in Patr. App. Opp. I.' 3, p. 105 sq.) 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



28 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. ii. 

of truth (also y vto tjJ<? izK^yjtrixi; z^pvTtro/zsvyj xhyieix " the truth 
proclaimed by the Church;" and to rife xbyj&hxg crcaf&XTiov, " the 
body of the truth ") is the old baptismal confession well known 
to the communities for which he immediately writes. (See I. 9. 4 ; 
o\iToa Si kx) rov xxvovx rife xXydsixq xxfavfj iv sxvtS) Kxrk%m 
ov itx rov fixTTfaf&xTos £/A)f<p£, "in like manner; he also who 
retains immovably in his heart the rule of truth which he 
received through baptism ") ; because it is this, it is apostolic, firm 
and immovable. l 

By the fixing of the rule of truth, the formulation of which 
in the case of Irenaeus (I. 10. 1,2) naturally follows the arrange- 
ment of the (Roman) baptismal confession, the most important 
Gnostic theses were at once set aside and their antitheses 
established as apostolic. In his apostolic rule of truth Irenaeus 
himself already gave prominence to the following doctrines : 3 

1 Caspari's investigations leave no room for doubt as to the relation of the rule 
of faith to the baptismal confession. The baptismal confession was not a deposit 
resulting from fluctuating anti-heretical rules of faith; but the latter were the explan- 
ations of the baptismal confession. The full authority of the confession itself was 
transferred to every elucidation that appeared necessary, in so far as the needful 
explanation was regarded as given with authority. Each momentary formula employed 
to defend the Church against heresy has therefore the full value of the creed. This 
explains the fact that, beginning with Irenaeus' time, v we meet with differently 
formulated rules of faith, partly in the same writer, and yet each is declared to be 
the rule of faith. Zahn is virtually right when he says, in his essay quoted above, 
that the rule of faith is. the baptismal confession. But, so far as I can judge, he has 
not discerned the dilemma in which the Old Catholic Fathers were placed, and which 
they were not able to conceal. This dilemma arose from the fact that the Church 
needed an apostolic creed, expressed in fixed formulae and at the same time definitely 
interpreted in an anti-heretical sense; whereas she only possessed, and this not in 
all churches, a baptismal confession, contained in fixed formulae but not interpreted, 
along with an ecclesiastical tradition which was not formulated, although it no 
doubt excluded the most offensive Gnostic doctrines. It was not yet possible for 
the Old Catholic Fathers to frame and formulate that doctrinal confession, and 
they did not attempt it. The only course therefore was to assert that an elastic 
collection of doctrines which were ever being formulated anew, was a fixed standard 
in so far as it was based on a fixed creed. But this dilemma — we do not know 
how it was viewed by opponents — proved an advantage in the end, for it enabled 
churchmen to make continual additions to the rule of faith, whilst at the same time 
continuing to assert its identity with the baptismal confession. We must make the 
reservation, however, that not only the baptismal confession, but other fixed 
propositions as well, formed the basis on which particular rules of faith were 
formulated. 

2 Besides Irenaeus I. 10. I, 2, cf. 9. 1—5; 22. I : II. 1. 1; 9. 1; 28. 1; 32. 3, 
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the unity of God ; the identity of the supreme God with the 
Creator ; the identity of the supreme God with the God of the 
Old Testament; the unity of Jesus Christ as the Son of the 
God who created the world; the essential divinity of Christ; 
the incarnation of the Son of God; the prediction of the 
entire history of Jesus through the Holy Spirit in the Old 
Testament; the reality of that history; the bodily reception 
(hvxpxog xvxX^ig) of Christ into heaven; the visible return 
of Christ; the resurrection of all flesh (£vx<rTX<ri$ Txa-yjg <rxpy,Q^ 
irxvyg xv6pu7riryjrog) f the universal judgment. These dogmas, 
the antitheses of the Gnostic regulae, l were consequently, as 
apostolic and therefore also as Catholic, removed beyond all 
discussion. 

Tertullian followed Irenaeus in every particular. He also 
interpreted the (Romish) baptismal confession, represented it, 
thus explained, as the regula fidei, 3 and transferred to the latter 
the attributes of the confession, viz., its apostolic origin (or 
origin from Christ), as well as its fixedness and completeness. 3 
Like Irenaeus, though still more stringently, he also endeavoured 
to prove that the formula had descended from Christ, that is, 
from the Apostles, and was incorrupt. He based his demon- 
stration on the alleged incontestable facts that it contained the 
faith of those Churches founded by the Apostles, that in these 
communities a corruption of doctrine was inconceivable, because 
in them, as could be proved, the Apostles had always had 
successors, and that the other Churches were in communion with 
them (see under C). In a more definite way than Irenaeus, Tertullian 
conceives the rule of faith as a rule for the faith, 4 as the law given 

4: HI. 1—4; II. 1; 12. 9; 15. 1; 16. 5 sq.; 18. 3; 24. 1: IV. 1. 2; 9. 2; 20. 6; 
33. 7 sq.: V. Praef. 12. 5; 20. 1. 

1 See Iren. I. 31. 3: II. Praef. 19. 8. 

* This expression is not found in Irenaeus, but is very common in Tertullian. 

■ See de praescr. 13: "Haec regula a Christo institute nullas habet apud nos 
quaestiones." 

4 See 1. c. 14: "Ceterum manente forma regulae in suo ordine quantumlibet 
quaeras et tractes." See de virg. vol. I. 
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to faith, 1 also as a "regula doctrinae" or "doctrina regulae" 
(here the creed itself is quite plainly the regula), and even 
simply as "doctrina" or " institutio". 2 As to the content of 
the regula. it was set forth by Tertullian in three passages. 3 
It is essentially the same as in Irenaeus. But Tertullian 
already gives prominence within the regula to the creation of 
the universe out of nothing, 4 the creative instrumentality of the 

1 See 1. c. 14: "Fides in regula posita est, habet legem et salutem de obser- 
vatione legis," and de vir. vol. 1. 

2 See de prsescr. 21: "Si haec ita sunt, constat perinde omnem doctrinam, quae 
cum illis ecclesiis apostolicis matricibus et originalibus fidei conspiret, veritati 
deputandum . . . Superest ergo ut demonstremus an hsec nostra doctrina, cujus 
regulam supra edidimus, de apostolorum traditione censeatur . . . Communicamus 
cum ecclesiis catholicis, quod nulla doctrina diversa." De prsescr. 32: "Ecclesiae, 
quae licet nullum ex apostolis auctorem suum proferant, ut multo posteriores, 
tamen in eadem fide conspirantes non minus apostolicae deputantur pro consan- 
guinitate doctrinae." That Tertullian regards the baptismal confession as identi- 
cal with the regula fidei, just as Irenaeus does, is shown by the fact that in de 
spectac. 4 ("Cum aquam ingressi Christianam fidem in legis suae verba profitemur, 
renuntiasse nos diabolo et pompse et angelis eius ore nostro contestamur.") the 
baptismal confession is the lex. He also calls it " sacramentum " (military oath) 
in ad mart. 3; de idolol. 6; de corona 11; Scorp. 4. But he likewise gives the 
same designation to the interpreted baptismal confession (de prsescr. 20, 32; adv. 
Marc. IV. 5); for we must regard the passages cited as referring to this. Adv. 
Marc. I. 21: "regula sacramenti"; likewise V. 20, a passage specially instructive as 
to the fact that there can be only one regula. The baptismal confession itself had 
a fixed and short form (see de spectac. 4; de corona, 3: "amplius aliquid respon- 
dentes quain dominus in evangelio determinavit"; de bapt. 2: "homo in aqua 
demissus et inter pauca verba tinctus"; de bapt. 6, 11; de orat. 2 etc). We can 
still prove that, apart from a subsequent alteration, it was the Roman confession 
that was used in Carthage in the days of Tertullian. In de praescr. 26 Tertullian 
admits that the Apostles may have spoken some things "inter domesticos ", but 
declares that they could not be communications "quae aliam regulam fidei super- 
ducerent." 

3 De praescr. 13; de virg. vol. 15 adv. Prax. 2. The latter passage is thus 
worded: "Unicum quidem deum credimus, sub hac tamen dispensatione quam 
oixovopfxv dicimus, ut unici dei sit et filius sermo ipsius, qui ex ipso processerit, 
per quern omnia facta sunt et sine quo factum est nihil, hunc missum a patre in 
virginem et ex ea natum, hominem et deum, filium hominis et filium dei et 
cognominatum Iesum Christum, hunc passum, hunc mortuum et sepultum secundum 
scripturas et resuscitatum a patre et in coelo resumptum sedere ad dextram patris, 
venturum judicare vivos et mortuos; qui exinde miserit secundum promissionem 
suam a patre spiritum s. paracletum sanctificatorem fidei eorum qui credunt in 
patrem et filium et spiritum s. Hanc regulam ab initio evangelii decucurrisse." 

4 De praescr. 13. 
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Logos, l his origin before all creatures, 2 a definite theory of 
the Incarnation, 3 the preaching by Christ of a nova lex and 
a nova promissio regni ccelorutn, 4 and finally also the Trinitarian 
economy of God. 6 Materially, therefore, the advance beyond 
Irenaeus is already very significant. Tertullian's regula is in 
point of fact a doctrina. In attempting to bind the communities 
to this he represents them as schools. 6 The apostolic " lex et 
doctrina" is to be regarded as inviolable by every Christian. 
Assent to it decides the Christian character of the individual. 
Thus the Christian disposition and life come to be a matter 
which is separate from this and subject to particular conditions. 
In this way the essence of religion was split up — the most fatal 
turning-point in the history of Christianity. 

But we are not of course to suppose that at .the beginning 
of the third century the actual bond of union between all the 
Churches was a fixed confession developed into a doctrine, that 
is, definitely interpreted. This much was gained, as is clear from 
the treatise de prcescriptione and from other evidence, that 
in the communities with which Tertullian was acquainted, 
mutual recognition and brotherly intercourse were made to 
depend on assent to formulae which virtually coincided with 
the Roman baptismal confession. Whoever assented to such a 
formula was regarded as a Christian brother, and was entitled 
to the salutation of peace, the name of brother, and hospitality. 7 

i L. c. 

2 L. c. 

8 L. c. : " id verbum filium eius appellatum, in nomine dei varie visum a patriarchis, 
in prophetis semper auditum, postremo delatum ex spiritu patris dei et virtute in 
virginem Mariam, carnem factum, " etc. 

* L. c. 

6 Adv. Prax. 2: "Unicum quidem deum credimus, sub hac tamen dispensatione 
quam dixovofitav dicimus, ut unici dei sit et filius sermo ipsius," etc. 

6 But Tertullian also knows of a "regula discipline" (according to the New 
Testament) on which he puts great value, and thereby shows that he has by no 
means forgotten that Christianity is a matter of conduct We cannot enter more 
particularly into this rule here. 

7 Note here the use of "contesserare" in Tertullian. See de praescr. 20 : "Itaque 
tot ac tanta ecclesiae una est ilia ab apostolis prima, ex qua omnes. Sic omnes 



Digitized by CjOOQlC 



32 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. ii. 

In so far as Christians confined themselves to a doctrinal for- 
mula which they, however, strictly applied, the adoption of this 
practice betokened an advance. The scattered communities now 
possessed a "lex" to bind them together, quite as certainly as 
the philosophic schools possessed a bond of union of a real 
and practical character 1 in the shape of certain briefly for- 
mulated doctrines. In virtue of the common apostolic lex of 
Christians the Catholic Church became a reality, and was at 
the same time clearly marked off from the heretic sects. But 
more than this was gained, in so far as the Antignostic inter- 
pretation of the formula, and consequently a "doctrine", was 
indeed in some measure involved in the lex. The extent to 
which this was the case depended, of course, on the individual 
community or its leaders. All Gnostics could not be excluded 
by the wording of the confession ; and, on the other hand, every 
formulated faith leads to a formulated doctrine, as soon as it 
is set up as a critical canon. What we observe in Irenaeus 
and Tertullian must have everywhere taken place in a greater 
or less degree ; that is to say, the authority of the confessional 
formula must have been extended to statements not found in 
the formula itself. 

We can still prove from the works of Clement of Alexan- 
dria that a confession claiming to be an apostolic law of faith, 2 
ostensibly comprehending the whole essence of Christianity, was 
not set up in the different provincial Churches at one and the 

prima et omnes apostolicae, dum una omnes. Probant unitatem communicatio pacis 
et appellatio fratemitatis et contesseratio hospitalitatis, quae iura non alia ratio 
regit quam eiusdem sacramenti una traditio." De prsescr. 36: "Videamus, quid 
ecclesia Romanensis cum Africanis ecclesiis contesserarit." 

* We need not here discuss whether and in what way the model of the phil- 
osophic schools was taken as a standard. But we may refer to the fact that from 
the middle of the second century the Apologists, that is the Christian philosophers, 
had exercised a very great influence on the Old Catholic Fathers. But we cannot 
say that 2. John 7 — ii and Didache XL 1 f. attest the practice to be a very old 
one. These passages only show that it had preparatory stages; the main eltgnent, 
namely, the formulated summary of the faith, is there sought for in vain. 

2 Herein lay the defect, even if the content of the law of faith had coincided 
completely with the earliest tradition. A man like Tertullian knew how to protect 
himself in his own way from this defect, but his attitude is not typical. 
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same time. From this it is clearly manifest that at this period 
the Alexandrian Church neither possessed a baptismal confession 
similar to that of Rome, nor understood by "regula fidei" 
and synonymous expressions a collection of beliefs fixed in 
some fashion and derived from the apostles. 2 Clement of 
Alexandria in his Stromateis appeals to the holy (divine) 

1 Hegesippus, who wrote about the time of Eleutherus, and was in Rome about 
the middle of the second century (probably somewhat earlier than Irenaeus), already 
set up the apostolic rule of faith as a standard. This is clear from the description 
of his work in Euseb.-, H. E. IV. 8. 2 (ev xevrt (Twyyp&izpxo-iv rijv ao-A&vij iretpci- 
Boviv toG axorroPuxoG xypvypotroe vTOfivyftxTttTccfzevoQ) as well as from the fragments 
of this work (I.e. IV. 22. 2, 3: a 6p$0Q Koyo$ and § 5 hfispi<retv rijv %vu<riv rfc 
ixK^a-fetQ QQoptpacioiQ x6yoi$ kxtx rov Qiov ; see also § 4). Hegesippus already 
regarded the unity of the Church as dependent on the correct doctrine. Polycrates 
(Euseb., H. E. V. 24. 6) used the expression 6 xacv&v rfc irfortwQ in a very wide 
sense. But we may beyond doubt attribute to him the same conception with regard 
to the significance of the rule of faith as was held by his opponent Victor The 
Antimontanist (in Euseb. H. E. V. 16. 22.) will only allow that the martyrs who 
went to death for the xxr* xAqQeiacv TrfortQ were those belonging to the Church. 
The regula fidei is not here meant, as in this case it was not a subject of dispute. 
On the other hand, the anonymous writer in Eusebius, H. E. V. 28. 6, 13 understood 
by rb exx^a-tavrixov $p6v>ifj.ot ' or 6 xxv&v rfc ccp%xtotQ nto-reus the interpreted 
baptismal confession, just as Irenseus and Tertullian did. Hippolytus entirely agrees 
with these (see Philosoph. Praef., p. 4. v. 50 sq. and X. 32 — 34). Whether we are 
to ascribe the theory of Irenseus to Theophilus is uncertain. His idea of the Church 
is that of Irenseus (ad Autol. II. 14): dsduxev 6 ®sbq r# x6<rtiq xvpauvofj&vq) xoci 
X*tf**Zopsvtp uxb r&v cc(Jtocprtif4.^renv rxs a-vvxyuyx^ Key olivets $e exxtyo-txe xy(x$> 
Iv *J$ xxQ&vrep AtpSe-tv £v6pixoi$ ev vfootQ xi SihxvxxKixi rij$ xhyfeix$ hrtv. . . Kxi 
ttavsp xZ vfrot statv 'irtpxt xtrpM$et$ xxi xvvdpoi xoci 'xxxpirot xxi fyp«v$Si$ xoci 
xoixyrot ex) fihcifiy r&v Ttedvrav . . . oVr*>$ sfoiv xi i&xvxxhixt tviq H-Aavijc, htyu 
$6 r&v xfpstreuv, oti \\xftQKKvoveiv rove Tpoertovrxt; xutxIq. 

2 This has been contested by Caspari (Ztschr. f. Kirchl. Wissensch. 1886, Part. 7, 
p. 352 ff.: "Did the Alexandrian Church in Clement's time possess a baptismal 
confession or not"?); but his arguments have not convinced me. Caspari correctly 
shows that in Clement the expression "ecclesiastical canon" denotes the summary 
of the Catholic faith and of the Catholic rule of conduct; but he goes on to trace 
the baptismal confession, and that in a fixed form, in the expression $ xtpi r&v 
fAtyhrm iftoAoyfx, Strom. VII. 15. 90 (see remarks on this passage below), and is 
supported in this view by Voigt, 1. c. p. 196 ff. I also regard this as a baptismal 
confession; but it is questionable if it was definitely formulated, and the passage 
is not conclusive on the point. But, supposing it to be definitely formulated, who 
can prove that it went further than the formula in Hennas, Mand. I. with the 
addition of a mere mention of the Son and Holy Spirit. That a free kerygma of 
Christ and some other matter were added to Hennas, Mand. I. may still be proved 
by a reference to Orig., Comm. in Joh. XXXII. 9 (see the passage in vol. I. p. 155.). 

3 
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Scriptures, to the teaching of the Lord; l and to the standard 
tradition which he designates by a great variety of names, 
though he never gives its content, because he regards the whole 
of Christianity in its present condition as needing to be recon- 
structed by gnosis, and therefore as coming under the head of 
tradition. 2 In one respect therefore, as compared with Irenaeus 
and Tertullian, he to some extent represents an earlier stand- 
point; he stands midway between them and Justin. From this 
author he is chiefly distinguished by the fact that he employs 
sacred Christian writings as well as the Old Testament, makes 
the true Gnostic quite as dependent on the former as on the 
latter and has lost that naive view of tradition, that is, the 
complete content of Christianity, which Irenaeus and Tertullian 
still had. As is to be expected, Clement too assigns the 
ultimate authorship of the tradition to the Apostles; but it is 
characteristic that he neither does this of such set purpose as 
Irenaeus and Tertullian, nor thinks it necessary to prove that 
the Church had presented the apostolic tradition intact. But 
as he did not extract from the tradition a fixed complex of 
fundamental propositions, so also he failed to recognise the import- 
ance of its publicity and catholicity, and rather placed an esoteric 
alongside of an exoteric tradition. Although, like Irenaeus and 
Tertullian, his attitude is throughout determined by opposition to the 
Gnostics and Marcion, he supposes it possible to refute them 
by giving to the Holy Scriptures a scientific exposition which 
must not oppose the kxvuv rij<; iKKtyo-ixg, that is, the Christian 
common sense, but receives from it only certain guiding rules. 
But this attitude of Clement would be simply inconceivable 
if the Alexandrian Church of his time had already employ- 
ed the fixed standard applied in those of Rome, Carthage 

i «H KvptotKvi ftforcaA/a, e.g., VI. 15. 124; VI. 18. 165; VII. 10. 57; VII. 15. 90; 
VII. 18. 165, etc. 

3 We do not find in Clement the slightest traces of a baptismal confession 
related to the Roman, unless we reckon the 0s&c vavroKp&rup or t Jq ©. tt. as such. 
But this designation of God is found everywhere and is not characteristic of the 
baptismal confession. In the lost treatise on the Passover Clement expounded the 
i( "rapai6<rt4Q r&v bp%4um Trpicfivrgpuv" which had been transmitted to him. 
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arid Lyons. 1 Such a standard did not exist; but Clertient 
made no distinction in the yet unsystematised tradition, even 
between faith and discipline, because as a theologian he was 
not able to identify himself with any single article of it without 

1 Considering the importance of the matter it is necessary to quote as copiously 
as possible from original sources. In Strom. IV. 15. 98, we find the expression 
6 Kxvcbv t%s irirrsuGi but the context shows that it is used here in a quite general 
sense. With regard to the statement of Paul : " whatever you do, do it to, the 
glory of God," Clement remarks foot vvb rov xxv6vx t%g ir/creus ttoiuv ixtrsrpxwrxt. 
In Strom. I. 19.96; VI. 15. 125; VI. 18. 165; VII. 7.41; VII. 15.90; VII. 16. 105 we find 
6 Kctvvv tvjq \xxhw'tx$ (sxx/uio-txrrtxSQ). In the first passage that canon is the rule for the 
right observance of the Lord's Supper. In the other passages it describes no doubt the 
correct doctrine, that is, the rule by which the orthodox Gnostic has to be guided 
in contrast with the heretics who are guided by their own desires (it is therefore 
parallel to the lilxvxxKix roG xvptov) \ but Clement feels absolutely no need to 
mention wherein this ecclesiastical canon consists. In Strom IV. 1.3; VI. 15. 124; VI. 
15.131; VII. 16. 94, we find the expression 6 xxv&v tJJc i^itx^ In the first 
passage it is said: m yoGv xxrk rdv rife ottyfoiets xxvdvx yvuo-rtx^Q %xpx$6e%*»$ 
tyvvtoKoyix, pSAAov Be hiroirrs(x> tx roG 7r$pi xocfAoyovtx^ Vipryrxi *6yov t svdtvSs 
xvxfixivovrx sTt rb* Qeokoytxov sl$o$. Here no one can understand by the rule of 
truth what Tertullian understood by it. Very instructive is the second passage in 
which Clement is dealing jwith the right and wrong exposition of Scripture. He 
says first: 'KxpxxxroA^x^ xirodtdopgvii @s$ m xxrk t$v rov xvptov hixo-xxAtxv $tx 
r&v kxovrthwv xvroG rifc QeorefioVs vxpxddrsuQ rvvtrfc re xxt rvvfoxnvi$\ then 
he demands that the Scriptures be interpreted xxrx rdv Tife xKyteix$ xxv6vx % or r. 
ixxAtfo*. xxv. ; and continues (125) : xxvatv is txxKwixvrixos \\ evvtfilx xxt >f o-tz/u- 
Qwvfx v6fiov re xxt irpotyijrSiv r% xxrx rijv roG xvpiov •xxpovvixv irxpxdtdoiASvy 
tixtyxy. Here then the agreement of the Old Testament with the Testament of 
Christ is described as the ecclesiastical canon. Apart from the question as to 
whether Clement is here already referring to a New Testament canon of Scripture, his 
rule agrees with Tertullian's testimony about the Roman Church : " legem et proph- 
etas cum evangelicis et apostolicis litteris miscet" But at any rate the passage shows 
the broad sense in which Clement used the term " ecclesiastical canon." The following 
expressions are also found in Clement: % xXnQfcrfc pxxxpixs StSxvxxXixfKxpfoovts 
(I. X. 1 1), cct Hytxt irxpx$6attQ (VII. 18. 1 xo), m evxAttfo xxt ospvoQ rfa irxpx&SreaQ xxvuv 
(all gnosis is to be guided by this, see also m xxrx rijv Qefxv Kxp&ovtv <PtAo<ro<ptx, 
I, I. 15. I: ix. 52., also the expression m Uix wxpfoo<rt% (VII. 16. 103), 4 jkxAjj- 
rtxrrixii Trxp&docts (VII. 1 6. 95), &t roG XptvroG nxpxb*6vst$ (VII. 16. 99), m roG 
xvptov wxpa\%Q(Tt$ (VII. 17. 106: VII. 16. 104), m QeovepiiQ Txp&dortQ (VI. 15. 124). 
Its content is not more precisely defined, and, as a rule, nothing more can be 
gathered from the context than what Clement once calls rb* xotvbv rlfc T/Vrfwg 
(VII. 16. 97). Where Clement wishes to determine the content more accurately he 
makes use of supplementary terms. He speaks, e.g., in III. 10. 66 of the xxrx 
xh^Ulxv ehxyyeXtxb% xxvwv, and means by that the tradition contained in the Gospels 
recognised by the Church in contradistinction to that found in other gospels (IV. 4. 15 : 
xxrk rbv xxv6vx roG evxyyeAtov = xxrk r. ebxyy.). In none of these formulae is 
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hesitation, and because he ascribed to the true Gnostic the 
ability to fix and guarantee the truth of Christian doctrine. 

Origen, although he also attempted to refute the heretics 
chiefly by a scientific exegesis of the Holy Scriptures, exhibits 

any notice taken of the Apostles. That Clement (like Justin) traced back the public 
tradition to the Apostles is a matter of course and manifest from I. I. u, where 
he gives an account of his early teachers (0/ uiv rj)v toyty rifc u,xxxpix$ 9-w%qvts$ 
hdacKCtAfxi; iracp&iorut §t/Qvs fab Tlirpov r* xxt *1xk&(2ov> *ludcvvov rt xxt Tlxtkav 
r£v xyfav xifovt6*mv> frxtq wxpx irxTpQQ fx£*xtfpevoc 9*** $*f *&* &t$ xxt f<c»fp£$ 
rx frpoyovtxx hxslvx xxt xirovrokixx xxrxAifrdpsvot ciFspu,xrx). Clement does not 
yet appeal to a hierarchical tradition through the bishops, but adheres to the 
natural one through the teachers, though he indeed admits an esoteric tradition 
alongside of it On one occasion he also says that the true Gnostic keeps the 
OLTOvroKtwi xxt Ixxh.fiO'txvTtxy hpborou,lx r&v ioyp&rrm (VII. 16. 1 04). He has no 
doubt that : u,lx m kx'vtvv yfyovt rSlv xiro*r6x*v ttvirep hixvxxXlx oVrue $i xxt 
m irxpAdortQ (VII. 17. 108). But all that might just as well have been written in 
the first half of the second century. On the tracing back of the Gnosis, the esoteric 
tradition, to the Apostles see Hypotyp. in Euseb., H. E. II. 1. 4, Strom. VI. 15. 131 : 
xhrixx h$4%ccvT0t roG <ra)T%pc<; robs xtoo-'t6*.ovq m tIJc tyyp&Qov x"ypx$o$ tyy kou 
el$ fip&Q dtxtiftorxt ireepotdoo-tQ. VI. 7. 61 : $ yvuvu; d£ xlrij m xxrx hx$ox^Q (this is 
the only place where I find this expression) sU bhlyovs Ik r&v x t K09r6hMv kyp&$oi$ 
irxpxiodiTo-x x*TCAifAv0fv, ibid m yvacrtKij votpoftoo-is ; VII. 10. 55: $ yvSSciQ Ik 
7rctpot$6o-ewQ StetBt&ofjUvit roi% x%fove <t$&$ xvtovq riJc hdxrxxAfxQ xxpsxou,4votQ otov 
TtotpotKoeroM^i lyx 6t pfK* T0tt - In VII. 1 7. 106 Clement has briefly recorded the theories 
of the Gnostic heretics with regard to the apostolic origin of their teaching, and 
expressed his doubts. That the tradition of the "Old Church", for so Clement 
designates the orthodox Church as distinguished from the "human congregation" 
of the heretics of his day, is throughout derived from the Apostles, he regards as 
so certain and self-evident that, as a rule, he never specially mentions it, or gives 
prominence to any particular article as apostolic. But the conclusion that he had 
no knowledge of any apostolic or fixed confession might seem to be disproved by 
one passage. It is said in Strom. VII. 15. 90 : Mif n oZv> st xat Texpxfixiy rtQ 
<tvv$>Jk*4 kou Tifv SftoAoyfxv TotptXQot rijv irpoQ fift&Q, &tx rbv tyivr&ftevov rijv 6u>oKoyixv 
x$t%6u,eQx tviq xhyfoixs kou ^/us7$, £aa' &q a$ev$e7v XPV rbv hnieiKvj kou (tydiv uv 
virio-%ifTou xxvpoGv k&v otKKot rtv\% •ttxpxfixbmvt rvvfyxxe, oVrw$ kou $u,8u; xxrx 
fjttjtiivot Tp6xov rbv tKKAtftrtxaTiKOv lexpxfixfottv irporJKSt xxvdvx xxt u,&Ktvrx rfjv 
irept r&v neyto-roav 6u,oAoyfxv tf/ueT; ju£y QvAotTTopiv, ot %\ xxpxfixfvovirt. But in 
the other passages in Clement where IpoKoylx appears it nowhere signifies a fixed 
formula of confession, but always the confession in general which receives its 
content according to the situation (see Strom. IV. 4. 15 ; IV. 9. 71 ; III. 1. 4 : 
lyxpxrttx rupxroQ vTrtpotyix xotrx rijv irpb$ Qebv 6u,Qtoyixv). In the passage quoted 
it means the confession of the main points of the true doctrine. It is possible or 
probable that Clement was here alluding to a confession at baptism, but that is 
also not quite certain. At any rate this one passage cannot prove that Clement 
identified the ecclesiastical canon with a formulated confession similar to or identical 
with the Roman, or else such identification must have appeared more frequently 
in his works. 
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an attitude which is already more akin to that of Irenafeus and 
Tertullian than to that of Clement. In the preface to his great work, 
" De principiis," he prefixed the Church doctrine as "a detailed 
apostolic rule of faith, and in other instances also he appealed 
to the apostolic teaching. ' It may be assumed that in the 
time of Caracalla and Heliogabaius the Alexandrian Christians 
had also begun to adopt the principles acted upon in Rome 
and other communities. ' The Syrian Churches, or at least a 
part of them, followed still later. 3 There can be no doubt that, 
from the last decades of the third century onward, one and the 
same confession, identical not in its wording, but in its main 
features, prevailed in the great confederation of Churches ex- 
tending from Spain to the Euphrates and from Egypt to beyond 
the Alps. 4 It was the basis of the confederation, and therefore 
also a passport, mark of recognition, etc., for the orthodox Chris- 

1 De princip. 1. I. prsef. § 4 — 10., IV. 2. 2. Yet we must consider the passage 
already twice quoted, namely, Com. in John. XXXII. 9, in order to determine the 
practice of the Alexandrian Church at that time. Was this baptismal confession not 
perhaps compiled from Herm., Mand. L, and Christological and theological teachings, 
so that the later confessions of the East with their dogmatic details are already 
to be found here? 

2 That may be also shown with regard to the New Testament canon. Very 
important is the declaration of Eusebius (H. E. VI. 14) that Origen, on his own 
testimony, paid a brief visit to Rome in the time of Zephyrinus, "because he 
wished to become acquainted with the ancient Church of the Romans." We learn 
from Jerome (de vir. inl. 61) that Origen there became acquainted with Hippolytus, 
who even called attention to his presence in the church in a sermon. That Origen 
kept up a connection with Rome still later and followed the conflicts there with 
keen interets may be gathered from his works. (See Dollinger, "Hippolytus und 
Calixtus" p. 254 ff.) On the other hand, Clement was quite unacquainted with that 
city. Bigg therefore l.c. rightly remarks : " The West is as unknown to Clement as it 
was to his favourite Homer." That there was a formulated irto-TiG tuci ipohoyiam 
Alexandria about 250 A.D. is shown by the epistle of Dionysius (Euseb., H. E. VIL 8) 
He says of Novatian, xvarpsirsi tijv npo Kovrpov xfortv kxi SpoAoyfctv. Dionysius 
would hardly have reproduced this Roman reproach in that way, if the Alexandrian 
Church had not possessed a similar t/<tt*c. 

8 The original of the Apostolic Constitutions has as yet no knowledge of the 
Apostolic rule of faith in the Western sense. 

4 The close of the first homily of Aphraates shows how simple, antique, and 
original this confession still was in outlying districts at the beginning of the fourth 
century. On the other hand, there were oriental communities where it was already 
heavily weighted with theology. 
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tians. The interpretation of this confession was fixed in certain 
ground features, that is, in an Antignostic sense. But a definite 
theological interpretation was also more and more enforced. 
By the end of the third century there can no longer have been 
any considerable number of outlying communities where the 
doctrines of the pre-existence of Christ and the identity of this 
pre-existent One with the divine Logos were not recognised as 
the orthodox belief. l They may have first become an " aposto- 
lic confession of faith" through the Nicene Creed. But even 
this creed was not adopted all at once. 

B. The designation of selected writings read in the churches as 
New Testament Scriptures or, in other words, as a collection 
of apostolic writings. * 

Every word and every writing which testified of the xvpioc 
(Lord) was originally regarded as emanating from him, that is, from 
his spirit: "Oiev % xupiiryg XxXehxi ixsTKvpiog i<rrtv. (Didache IV. i; 

1 Cf. the epistles of Cyprian, especially ep. 69. 70. When Cyprian speaks (69. 7) 
of one and the same law which is held by the whole Catholic Church, and of one 
symbol with which she administers baptism (this is the first time we meet with this 
expression), his words mean far more than the assertion of Irenaeus that the con- 
fession expounded by him is the guiding rule in all Churches; for in Cyprian's 
time the intercourse of most Catholic communities with each other was so regulated 
that the state of things in each was to some extent really known. Cf. also Novatian, 
"de trinitate seu de regula fidei," as well as the circular letter of the Synod of 
Antioch referring to the Metropolitan Paul (Euseb., H. E. VII. 30. 6 . . . &vo<tt*$ 
roV xavfooQ It# xfpdyAx kou vdSu diddtypxTac f«TfAifAvfcv), and the homilies of 
Aphraates. The closer examination of the last phase in the development of the 
confession of faith during this epoch, when the apostolic confessions received an 
interpretation in accordance with the theology of Origen, will be more conveniently 
left over till the close of our description (see chap. 7 fin). 

3 See the histories of the canon by Credner, Reuss, Westcott, Hilgenfeld, 
Schmiedel, Holtzmann, and Weiss ; the latter two, which to some extent supplement 
each other, are specially instructive. To Weiss belongs the merit of having kept 
Gospels and Apostles clearly apart in the preliminary history of the canon (see 
Th. L. Z. 1886. Nr. 24); Zahn, Gesch. des N. Tlichen Kanons, 2 vols, 1888 ff.; 
Harnack, Das Neue Test, um d. J. 200, 1889 ; Voigt, Eine verschollene Urkunde 
des antimontan. Kampfes, 1891, p. 236 if.; Weizsacker, Rede bei der akad. Preis- 
vertheilung, 1892. Nov.; Koppel, Stud. u. Krit 1891, p. 102 rT.;Barth, Neue Jahrbb. 
f. deutsche Theologie, 1893, p. 56 if. The following account gives only a few 
aspects of the case, not a history of the genesis of the canon. 
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see also I Cor. XII. 3). Hence the contents were holy. l In this 
sense the New Testament is a "residuary product," just as the 
idea of its inspiration is a remnant of a much broader view. 
But on the other hand, the New Testament is a new creation 
of the Church, 2 inasmuch as it takes its place alongside of 
the Old — which through it has become a complicated book for 
Christendom, — as a Catholic and apostolic collection of Scrip- 
tures containing and attesting the truth. 

Marcion had founded his conception of Christianity on a new 
canon of Scripture, 3 which seems to have enjoyed the same 
authority among his followers as was ascribed to the Old Test- 
ament in orthodox Christendom. In the Gnostic schools, which 
likewise rejected the Old Testament altogether or in part, Evangelic 
and Pauline writings were, by the middle of the second century, 
treated as sacred texts and made use of to confirm their theological 

1 "Holy" is not always equivalent to "possessing absolute authority." There 
are also various stages and degrees of "holy." 

2 I beg here to lay down the following principles as to criticism of the New 
Testament. (1) It is not individual writings, but the whole book that has been 
immediately handed down to us. Hence, in the case of difficulties arising, we 
must first of all enquire, not whether the title and historical setting of a book are 
genuine or not, but if they are original, or were only given to the work when it 
became a component part of the collection. This also gives us the right to assume 
interpolations in the text belonging to the time when it was included in the canon, 
though this right must be used with caution. (2) Baur's i tendency-criticism ' has fallen 
into disrepute; hence we must also free ourselves from the pedantry and hair-splitting 
which were its after effects. In consequence of the (erroneous) assumptions of the 
Tubingen school of critics a suspicious examination of the texts was justifiable and 
obligatory on their part. (3) Individual difficulties about the date of a document 
ought not to have the result of casting suspicion on it,- when other good grounds 
speak in its favour; for, in dealing with writings which have no, or almost no 
accompanying literature, such difficulties cannot fail to arise. (4) The condition 
of the oldest Christianity up to the beginning of the second century did not favour 
literary forgeries or interpolations in support of a definite tendency. (5) We must 
remember that, from the death of Nero till the time of Trajan, very little is known 
of the history of the Church except the fact that, by the end of this time, 
Christianity had not only spread to an astonishing extent, but also had become 
vigorously consolidated. 

3 The novelty lies first in the idea itself, secondly in the form in which it was 
worked out, inasmuch as Marcion would only admit the authority of one Gospel 
to the exclusion of all the rest, and added the Pauline epistles which had orig- 
inally little to do with the conception of the apostolic doctrinal tradition of the 
Church. 
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speculations. l On the other hand, about the year 1 50 the main body 
of Christendom had still no collection of Gospels and Epistles possess- 
ing equal authority with the Old Testament, and, apart from Apoca- 
lypses, no new writings at all, which as such, that is, as sacred texts, 
were regarded as inspired and authoritative. * Here we leave 

1 It is easy to understand that, wherever there was criticism of the Old Testament, 
the Pauline epistles circulating in the Church would be thrust into the foreground. 
The same thing was done by the Manichaans in the Byzantine age. 

* Four passages may be chiefly appealed to in support of the opposite view, viz. , 
2 Peter III. 16; Polycarp ep. 12. 1; Barn. IV. 14; 2 Clem. II. 4. But the first is 
put out of court, as the second Epistle of Peter is quite a late writing. The second 
is only known from an unreliable Latin translation (see Zahn on the passage: 
'verba "his scripturis" suspecta sunt, cum interpres in c. IL 3 ex suis inseruerit 
"quod dictum est"'), and even if the latter were faithful here, the quotation from 
the Psalms prefixed to the quotation from the Episde to the Ephesians prevents us 
from treating the passage as certain evidence. As to the third passage (jaijtots, <*>$ 
yiypoerrx^ vroKKoi xAtjTOt, hKiyot $$ hxtexrot evpsQSpev), it should be noted that the 
author of the Epistle of Barnabas, although he makes abundant use of the evangelic 
tradition, has nowhere else described evangelic writings as ypatyi* and must have 
drawn from more sources than the canonic Gospels. Here, therefore, we have an 
enigma which may be solved in a variety of ways. It seems worth noting that 
it is a saying of the Lord which is here in question. But from the very beginning 
words of the Lord were equally reverenced with the Old Testament (see the Pauline 
Epistles). This may perhaps explain how the author — like 2 Clem. II. 4: irtpafe 
ypptty*! kiyer Vrt oZk faQov xxXfoou $txetiov$ xXXa dfAotpTMAouQ— has introduced a 
saying of this kind with the same formula as was used in introducing Old Test- 
ament quotations. Passages, such as Clem. XIII. $\X*yu 6 Mo? ov x&P'i ^fiiv si 
ayecTr&TS k.t.A. would mark the transition to this mode of expression. The correctness 
of this explanation is confirmed by observation of the fact that the same formula 
as was employed in the case of the Old Testament was used in making quotations 
from early Christian apocalypses, or utterances of early Christian prophets in 
the earliest period. Thus we already read in Ephesians V. 14: hi xiytv 'iyttpg 
6 xaQsuduv xoct avforac tx r&v vixpSiv xeu ewtfyxCo-tt cot 6 Xpwr6$. That, 
certainly, is a saying of a Christian prophet, and yet it is introduced with the 
usual "ksyei". We also find a saying of a Christian prophet in Clem. XXIII. 
(the saying is more complete in 2 Clem. XI.) introduced with the words: if ypx<Pfj 
aVm, faov Kiyu. These examples may be multiplied still further. From 
all this we may perhaps assume that the trite formulae of quotation "yp&Qif, 
ysypopFTKt" etc., were applied wherever reference was made to sayings of the Lord 
and of prophets that were fixed in writings, even when the documents in question 
had not yet as a whole obtained canonical authority. Finally, we must also draw 
attention to the following: — The Epistle of Barnabas belongs to Egypt; and there 
probably, contrary to my former opinion, we must also look for the author of the 
second Epistle of Clement. There is much to favour the view that in Egypt 
Christian writings were treated as sacred texts, without being united into a collection 
of equal rank with the Old Testament. (See below on this point.) 
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out of consideration that their content is a testimony of the 
Spirit, From the works of Justin it is to be inferred that the 
ultimate authorities were the Old Testament, the words of the 
Lord, and the communications of Christian prophets. l The 
memoirs of the Apostles (xiroftvyftovivfixTx roov xirovrAXw = 
rx evxyyaXix) owed their significance solely to the fact that 
they recorded the words and history of the Lord and bore 
witness to the fulfilment of Old Testament predictions. There 
is no mention whatever of apostolic epistles as holy writings of 
standard authority. 9 But we learn further from Justin that the 
Gospels as well as the Old Testament were read in public 
worship (Apol. I. 67) and that our first three Gospels were already 
in use. We can, moreover, gather from other sources that other 
Christian writings, early and late, were more or less regularly 
read in Christian meetings. 3 Such writings naturally possessed 
a high degree of authority. As the Holy Spirit and the Church- 
are inseparable, everything that edifies the Church originates 
with the Holy Spirit, 4 which in this, as well as every other 
respect, is inexhaustibly rich. Here, however, two interests were 
predominant from the beginning, that of immediate spiritual 
edification and that of attesting and certifying the Christian 

1 See on Justin Bousset. Die Evv. — Citate Justins. Gott, 1 89 1. We may also 
infer from the expression of jHegesippus (Euseb., H. E. IV. 22. 3 ; Stephanus Gobarus 
in Photius, Bibl. 232. p. 288) that it was not Christian writings, but the Lord himself, 
who was placed on an equality with Law and Prophets. Very instructive is the 
formula: "Libri et epistolae Pauli viri iusti" («/ k*Q* $ti&s /3//3A« kou eel Trpoa-tirt- 
rotirotQ sirtff-ToXoii TIstvAov toG fotov ivfyrf;), which is found in the Acta Mart. 
Scillit anno 180 (ed. Robinson, Texts and Studies, 1891, 1.2, p. 1 14 f.), and tempts 
us to make certain conclusions. In the later recensions of the Acta the passage, 
characteristically enough, is worded: "Libri evangeliorum et epistolae Pauli viri 
sanctissimi apostoli" or "Quattuor evv. dom. nostri J. Chr. et epp. S. Pauli ap. et 
omnis divinitus inspirata scriptura." 

s It is worthy of note that the Gnostics also, though they quote the words of 
the Apostles (John and Paul) as authoritative, place the utterances of the Lord on 
an unattainable height. See in support of this the epistle of Ptolemy to Flora. 

3 Rev. I. 3;Herm. Vis. II. 4; Dionys. Cor. in Euseb., IV. 23. 11. 

4 Tertullian, this Christian of the primitive type, still reveals the old conception 
of things in one passage where, reversing 2 Tim. III. 16, he says (de cultu fern. 1. 3) 
"Legimus omnem scripturam sedincationi habilem divinitus inspirari." 
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Kerygma (>} ivtyxteix ruv hoyuv). The ecclesiastical canon was 
the result of the latter interest^ not indeed in consequence of 
a process of collection, for individual communities had already- 
made a far larger compilation, l but, in the first instance, through 
selection, and afterwards, but not till then, through addition. 
We must not think that the four Gospels now found in the 
canon had attained full canonical authority by the middle of the 
second century, for the fact — easily demonstrable— that the 
texts were still very freely dealt with about this period is 
in itself a proof of this. 2 Our first three Gospels contain pas- 
sages and corrections that could hardly have been fixed before 
about the year 1 50. Moreover, Tatian's attempt to create a new 
Gospel from the four shews that the text of these was not yet 
fixed, 3 We may remark that he was the first in whom, we 
find the Gospel of John * alongside of the Synoptists, and these 
four the only ones recognised. From the assault of the "Alogi" 
on the Johannine Gospel we learn that about 160 the whole of 
our four Gospels had not been definitely recognised even in 
Asia Minor. Finally, we must refer to the Gospel of the Egyp- 

1 The history of the collection of the Pauline Epistles may be traced back to 
the first century (1 Clem. XL VII. and like passages). It follows from the Epistle of 
Polycarp that this native of Asia Minor had in his hands all the Pauline Epistles 
(quotations are made from nine of the latter; these nine imply the four that are 
wanting, yet it must remain an open question whether he did not yet possess 
the Pastoral Epistles in their present form), also 1 Peter, 1 John (though he has not 
named the authors of these), the first Epistle of Clement and the Gospels. The 
extent of the writings read in churches which Polycarp is thus seen to have had 
approaches pretty nearly that of the later recognised canon. Compare, however, 
the way in which he assumes sayings from those writings to be well known by 
introducing them with "*/Wtc$" (I. 3; IV. 15 V. 1). Ignatius likewise shows him- 
self to be familiar with the writings which were subsequently united to form the 
New Testament. We see from the works of Clement, that, at the end of the second 
century, a great mass of Christian writings were collected in Alexandria and were 
used and honoured. 

8 It should also be pointed out that Justin most probably used the Gospel of 
Peter among the x7ro(zvti(j.oveu(j.<xTx', see Texte u. Unters. IX. 2. 

8 See my article in the Zeitschr. f. K. Gesch. Vol. IV. p. 471 ff. Zahn (Tatian's 
Diatessaron, 1881) takes a different view. 

4 Justin also used the Gospel of John, but it is a disputed matter whether he 
regarded and used it like the other Gospels. 
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tians, the use of which was not confined to circles outside the 
Church. l 

From the middle of the second century the Encratites stood 
midway between the larger Christendom and the Marcionite Church 
as well as the Gnostic schools. We hear of some of these using 
the Gospels as canonical writings side by side with the Old 
Testament, though they would have nothing to do with the 
Epistles of Paul and the Acts of the Apostles. s But Tatian, 
the prominent Apologist, who joined them, gave this sect a 
more complete canon, an important fact about which was its 
inclusion of Epistles of Paul. Even this period, however, still sup- 
plies us with no testimony as to the existence of a New Testament 
canon in orthodox Christendom, in fact the rise of the so-called 
" Montanism " and its extreme antithesis, the " Alogi ", in Asia Minor 
soon after the middle of the second century proves that there was 
still no New Testament canon there; for, if such an authori- 
tative compilation had existed, these movements could not have 
arisen. If we gather together all the indications and evidence 
bearing on the subject, we shall indeed be ready to expect the 
speedy appearance in the Church of a kind of Gospel canon 
comprising the four Gospels ; s but we are prepared neither for 
this being formally placed on an equality with the Old Testa- 
ment, nor for its containing apostolic writings, which as yet 
are only found in Marcion and the Gnostics. The canon emerges 
quite suddenly in an allusion of Melito of Sardis preserved 
by Eusebius, 4 the meaning of which is, however, still dubious ; 
in the works of Irenaeus and Tertullian; and in the so-called 
Muratorian Fragment. There is no direct account of its origin 

1 The Sabellians still used it in the third century, which is a proof of the great 
authority possessed by this Gospel in Christian antiquity. (Epiph., H. 62. 2.) 

3 Euseb., H. E. IV. 29. 5. 

3 In many regions the Gospel canon alone appeared at first, and in very 
many others it long occupied a more prominent place than the other canonical 
writings. Alexander of Alexandria, for instance, still calls God the giver of the 
Law, the Prophets, and the Gospels (Theodoret, I. 4). 

4 Euseb., H. E. II. 26. 13. As Melito speaks here of the xxpffittx r«v waheu&v 
(2t@\fav, and of rk $i$hlet rye irothou&s $ix%Ky^ we may assume that he knows rk 
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and scarcely any indirect; yet it already appears as something 
to all intents and purposes finished and complete. l Moreover, 
it emerges in the same ecclesiastical district where we were first 
able to show the existence of the apostolic regula fidei. We 
hear nothing of any authority belonging to the compilers, be- 
cause we learn nothing at all of sftch persons. 3 And yet the 
collection is regarded by Irenaeus and Tertullian as completed. 
A refusal on the part of the heretics to recognise this or that 
book is already made a severe reproach against them. Their 
Bibles are tested by the Church compilation as the older one, 
and the latter itself is already used exactly like the Old Testa- 
ment. The assumption of the inspiration of the books; the 
harmonistic interpretation of them ; the idea of their absolute 
sufficiency with regard to every question which can arise and every 
event which they record; the right of unlimited combination of 
passages ; the assumption that nothing in the Scriptures is without 
importance; and, finally, the allegorical interpretation: are the 
immediately observable result of the creation of the canon. s 

1 We may here leave undiscussed the hesitancy with regard to the admissibility 
of particular books. That the Pastoral Epistles had a fixed place in the canon 
almost from the very first is of itself a proof that the date of its origin cannot 
be long before 1 80. In connection with this, however, it is an important cir- 
cumstance that Clement makes the general statement that the heretics reject the 
Epistles to Timothy (Strom. II. 12. 52 : 0/ #*rd r&v otfpivtuv rks xpoq Tiptfoov 
xforoGa-iv sKicTQk&s). They did not happen to be at the disposal of the Church 
at all till the middle of the second century. 

s Yet see the passage from Tertullian quoted, p. 15, note 1 ; see also the " recep- 
tior", de pudic. 20, the cause of the rejection of Hermas in the Muratorian Fragment 
and Tertull. de bapt. 17: "Quodsi quae Pauli perperam scripta sunt exemplum 
Theclse ad licentiam mulierum docendi tinguendique defendunt, sciant in Asia 
presbyterum, qui earn scripturam construxit, quasi titulo Pauli de suo cumulans, 
convictum atque confessum id se amore Pauli fecisse, loco decessisse." The hypoth- 
esis that the Apostles themselves (or the apostle John) compiled the New Testament 
was definitely set up by no one in antiquity and therefore need not be discussed. 
Augustine (c. Faustum XXII. 79) speaks frankly of "sancti et docti homines" who 
produced the New Testament. We can prove by a series of testimonies that the 
idea of the Church having compiled the New Testament writings was in no way 
offensive to the Old Catholic Fathers. As a rule, indeed, they are silent on the 
matter. Irenaeus and Tertullian already treat the collection as simply existent 

* Numerous examples may be found in proof of all these points, especially in 
the writings of Tertullian, though such are already to be met with in Irenaeus 
also. He is not yet so bold in his allegorical exposition of the Gospels as Ptole- 
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The probable conditions which brought about the formation 
of the New Testament canon in the Church, for in this case 
we are only dealing with probabilities, and the interests which 
led to and remained associated with it can only be briefly in- 
dicated here. ' 

The compilation and formation of a canon of Christian writ- 
ings by a process of selection 2 was, so to speak, a kind of 
involuntary undertaking of the Church in her conflict with 
Marcion and the Gnostics, as is most plainly proved by the 

mseus whom he finds fault with in this respect; but he already gives an exegesis 
of the books of the ISew Testament not essentially different from that of the 
Valentinians. One should above all read the treatise of Tertullian " de idololatria " to 
perceive how the authority of the New Testament was even by that time used for 
solving all questions. 

1 I cannot here enter into the disputed question as to the position that should 
be assigned to the Muratorian Fragment in the history of the formation of the 
canon, nor into its interpretation, etc. See my article "Das Muratorische Frag- 
ment und die Entstehung einer Sammlung apostolisch-katholischer Schriften" in 
the Ztschr. f. K. Gesch. III. p. 358 ff. See also Overbeck, Zur Geschichte des 
Kaaons, 1880; Hilgenfeld, in the Zeitschrift f. Wissensch. Theol. 1881, part 2; 
Schmiedel, Art. "Kanon" in Ersch. u. Gruber's Eocykl., 2 Section, Vol. XXXII. 
p. 309 ff.; Zahn, Kanongeschichte, Vol. EL p. 1 ff. I leave the fragment and the 
conclusions I have drawn from it almost entirely out of account here. The fol- 
lowing sketch will show that the objections of Overbeck have not been without 
influence on me. 

s The use of the word "canon" as a designation of the collection is first plainly 
demonstrable in Athanasius (ep. fest. of the year 365) and in the 59th canon of the 
synod of Laodicea. It is doubtful whether the term was already used by Origen. 
Besides, the word "canon" was not applied even to the Old Testament before the 
fourth century. The name "New Testament" (books of the New Testament) is 
first found in Melito and Tertullian. For other designations of the latter see 
Ronsch, Das N. T. Tertullian's p. 47 f. The most common name is "Holy Scrip- 
tures". In accordance with its main components the collection is designated as 
rb svxyyeAtov xou 6 »tt6o'to^oq '(evangelicae e t apostolicae litterae); see Tertullian, 
de bapt 15: "tam ex domini evangelio quam ex apostoli litteris." The name 
"writings of the Lord" is also found very early. It was already used for the 
Gospels at a time when there was no such thing as a canon. It was then occa- 
sionally transferred to all writings of the collection. Conversely, the entire col- 
lection was named, after the authors, a collection of apostolic writings, just as the 
Old Testament Scriptures were collectively called the writings of the prophets. 
Prophets and Apostles (= Old and New Testament) were now conceived as the 
media of God's revelation fixed in writing (see the Muratorian Fragment in its 
account of Hermas, and the designation of the Gospels as ^ Apostolic memoirs" 
already found in Justin.) This grouping became exceedingly important It occasioned 
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warnings of the Fathers not to dispute with the heretics about 
the Holy Scriptures, ! although the New Testament was already 
in existence. That conflict necessitated the formation of a new 
Bible. The exclusion of particular persons on the strength of 
some apostolic standards, and by reference to the Old Testa- 
ment, could not be justified by the Church in her own eyes 
and those of her opponents, so long as she herself recognised 
that there were apostolic writings, and so long as these heretics 
appealed to such. She was compelled to* claim exclusive pos- 
session of everything that had a right to the name "apostolic," 
to deny it to the heretics, and to shew that she held it in the 
highest honour. Hitherto she had "contented" herself with 
proving her legal title from the Old Testament, and, passing 
over her actual origin, had dated herself back to the beginning 
of all things. Marcion and the Gnostics were the first who ener- 
getically pointed out that Christianity began with Christ, and 
that all Christianity was really to be tested by the apostolic 
preaching, that the assumed identity of Christian common sense 
with apostolic Christianity did not exist, and (so Marcion said) 
that the Apostles contradicted themselves. This opposition made 
it necessary to enter into the questions raised by their opponents. 
But, in point of content, the problem of proving the contested 
identity was simply insoluble, because it was endless and sub- 
ject to question on every particular point. The "unconscious 
logic," that is the logic of self-preservation, could only prescribe 
an expedient. The Church had to collect everything apostolic 
and declare herself to be its only legal possessor. She was 
obliged, moreover, to amalgamate the apostolic with the canon 
of the Old Testament in such a way as to fix the exposition 

new speculations about the unique dignity of the Apostles and did away with the 
old collocation of Apostles and Prophets (that is Christian prophets). By this alteration 
we may measure the revolution of the times. Finally, the new collection was also 
called "the writings of the Church" as distinguished from the Old Testament and 
the writings of the heretics. This expression and its amplifications shew that it 
was the Church which selected these writings. 

1 Here there is a distinction between Irenseus and Tertullian. The former 
disputed with heretics about the interpretation of the Scriptures, the latter, although 
he has read Irenaeus, forbids such dispute. He cannot therefore have considered 
Irenaeus' efforts as successful. 
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from the very first. But what writings were apostolic? From 
the middle of the second century great numbers of writings 
named after the Apostles had already been in circulation, and there 
were often different recensions of one and the same writing. l 
Versions which contained docetic elements and exhortations to 
the most pronounced asceticism had even made their way into 
the public worship of the Church. Above all, therefore, it was 
necessary to determine (i) what writings were really apostolic, (2) 
what form or recension should be regarded as apostolic. The 
selection was made by the Church, that is, primarily, by the churches 
of Rome and Asia Minor, which had still an unbroken history 
up to the days of Marcus Aurelius and Commodus. In making 
this choice, the Church limited herself to the writings that were 
used in public worship, and only admitted what the tradition 
of the elders justified her in regarding as genuinely apostolic. 
The principle on which she proceeded was to reject as spurious 
all writings, bearing the names of Apostles, that contained any- 
thing contradictory to Christian common sense, that is, to the 
rule of faith — hence admission was refused to all books in which 
the God of the Old Testament, his creation, etc., appeared to 
be depreciated, — and to exclude all recensions of apostolic 
writings that seemed to endanger the Old Testament and the 
monarchy of God. She retained, therefore, only those writings 
which bore the names of Apostles, or anonymous writings to 
which she considered herself justified in attaching such names, 2 
and whose contents were not at variance with the orthodox 

1 The reader should remember the different recensions of the Gospels and the 
complaints made by Dionysius of Corinth (in Euseb., H. E. IV. 23. 12). 

2 That the text of these writings was at the same time revised is more than 
probable, especially in view of the beginnings and endings of many New Testament 
writings, as well as, in the case of the Gospels, from a comparison of the canon- 
ical text with the quotations dating from the time when there was no canon. But 
much more important still is the perception of the fact that, in the course of the 
second century, a series of writings which had originally been circulated anony- 
mously or under the name of an unknown author were ascribed to an Apostle 
and were also slightly altered in accordance with this. In what circumstances or 
at what time this happened, whether it took place as early as the beginning of 
the second century or only immediately before the formation of the canon, is in 
almost every individual case involved in obscurity; but the fact itself, of which 
unfortunately the Introductions to the New Testament still know so little, is, in 
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creed or attested it. This selection resulted in the awkward 
fact that besides the four Gospels there was almost nothing but 
Pauline epistles to dispose of, and therefore no writings or almost 
none which, as emanating from the twelve Apostles, could im- 
mediately confirm the truth of the ecclesiastical Kerygma. This 
perplexity was removed by the introduction of the Acts of the 
Apostles l and in some cases also the Epistles of Peter and John, 
though that of Peter was not recognised at Rome at first. As 
a collection this group is the most interesting in the new com- 
pilation. It gives it the stamp of Catholicity, unites the Gospels 
with the Apostle (Paul), and, by subordinating his Epistles to 
the "Acta omnium apostolorum ", makes them witnesses to the 
particular tradition that was required and divests them of every 
thing suspicious and insufficient. 2 The Church, however, found 

my opinion, incontestable. I refer the reader to the following examples, without 
indeed being able to enter on the proof here (see my edition of the '• Teaching 
of the Apostles " p. 106 ff). (i) The Gospel of Luke seems not to have been 
known to Marcion under this name, and to have been called so only at a later date. 
(2) The canonical Gospels of Matthew and Mark do not claim, through their content, 
to originate with these men; they were regarded as apostolic at a later period. (3) 
The so-called Epistle of Barnabas was first attributed to the Apostle Barnabas by 
tradition. (4) The Apocalypse -of Hernias was first connected with an apostolic 
Hermas by tradition (Rom. XVI. 14). (5) The same thing took place with regard 
to the first Epistle of Clement (Philipp. IV. 3). (6) The Epistle to the Hebrews, 
originally the writing of an unknown author or of Barnabas, was transformed into 
a writing of the Apostle Paul (Overbeck zur Gesch. des Kanons, 1880), or given 
out to be such. (7) The Epistle of James, originally the communication of an 
early Christian prophet, or a collection of ancient holy addresses, first seems to 
have received the name of James in tradition. (8) The first Epistle of Peter, 
which originally appears to have been written by an unknown follower of Paul, 
first received its present name from tradition. The same thing perhaps holds good 
of the Epistle of Jude. Tradition was similarly at work, even at a later period, as 
may for example be recognised by the transformation of the epistle " de virginitate " 
into two writings by Clement The critics of early Christian literature have created 
for themselves insoluble problems by misunderstanding the work of tradition. Instead 
of asking whether the tradition is reliable, they always wrestle with the dilemma 
u genuine or spurious", and can prove neither* 

1 As regards its aim and contents, this book is furthest removed from the claim 
to be a portion of a collection of Holy Scriptures. Accordingly, so far as we know, 
its reception into the canon has no preliminary history. 

2 People were compelled by internal and external evidence (recognition of their 
apostolicity; example of the Gnostics) to accept the epistles of Paul. But, from the 
Catholic point of view, a canon which comprised only the four Gospels and the 
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the selection facilitated by the fact that the content of the 
early Christian writings was for the most part unintelligible to 
the Christendom of the time, whereas the late and spurious 
additions were betrayed not only by heretical theologoumena, 
but also and above all by their profane lucidity. Thus arose 
a collection of apostolic writings, which in extent may not have 
been strikingly distinguished from the list of writings that for 

Pauline Epistles, would have been at best an edifice of two wings without the 
central structure, and therefore incomplete and uninhabitable. The actual novelty 
was the bold insertion into its midst of a book, which, if everything is hot decep- 
tive, had formerly been only in private use, namely, the Acts of the Apostles, which 
some associated with an Epistle of Peter and an Epistle of John, others with an 
Epistle of Jude, two Epistles of John, and the like. There were now (i) writings 
of the Lord which were at the same time regarded as xTOfzvtifzovevfxxTx of definite 
Apostles; (2) a book which contained the acts and preaching of all the Apostles, 
which historically legitimised Paul, and at the same time gave hints for the explana- 
tion of "difficult" passages in his Epistle; (3) the Pauline Epistles increased by 
the compilation of the Pastoral ones, documents which " in ordinatione ecclesiastics 
discipline sanctificatae erant" The Acts of the Apostles is thus the key to the 
understanding of the Catholic canon and at the same time shows its novelty. In 
this book the new collection had its bond of cohesion, its Catholic element (apostolic 
tradition), and the guide for its exposition. That the Acts of the Apostles found 
its place in the canon faute de mieux is clear from the extravagant terms, not at 
all suited to the book, in which its appearance there is immediately hailed. It is 
inserted in place of a book which should have contained the teaching and mis- 
sionary acts of all the 12 Apostles; but, as it happened, such a record was not in 
existence. The first evidence regarding it is found in the Muratorian fragment and 
in Irenseus and Tertullian. There it is called "acta omnium apostolorum sub uno 
libro scripta sunt, etc." Irenaeus says (III. 14. 1): "Lucas non solum prosecutor 
sed et cooperarius fuit Apostolorum^ maxime autem Pauli", and makes use of the 
book to prove the subordination of Paul to the twelve. In the celebrated passages, 
de praescr. 22, 23: adv. Marc. T. 20: IV. 2—5; V. 1 — 3,Tertullian made a still more 
extensive use of the Acts of the Apostles, as the Antimarcionite book in the canon. 
One can see here why it was admitted into that collection and used against Paul 
as the Apostle of the heretics. The fundamental thought of Tertullian is that no 
one who fails to recognise the Acts of the Apostles has any right to recognise 
Paul, and that to elevate him by himself into a position of authority is unhistorical 
and absolutely unfounded fanaticism. If the h$*x*l T & v $«$*** x7T09t6x.m was 
needed as an authority in the earlier time, a book which contained that authority 
was required in the later period; and nothing else could be found than the work 
of the so-called Luke. w, Qui Acta Apostolorum non recipiunt, nee spiritus sancti 
esse possunt, qui necdum spiritum sanctum possunt agnoscere discentibus missum, 
sed nee ecclesiam se dicant defendere qui quando et quibus incunabulis institutum 
est hoc corpus probare non habent." But the greater part of the heretics remained 
obstinate. Neither Marcionites, Severians, nor the later Manicheans recognised the 
Acts of the Apostles. To some extent they replied by setting up other histories of 

4 
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more than a generation had formed the chief and favourite 
reading in the communities. l The new collection was already- 
exalted to a high place by the use of other writings being 
prohibited either for purposes of general edification or for 
theological ends. a But the causes and motives which led to 

Apostles in opposition to it, as was done later by a fraction of the Ebionites and 
even by the Marcionites. But the Church also was firm. It is perhaps the most 
striking phenomenon in the history of the formation of the canon that this late 
book, from the very moment of its appearance, asserts its right to a place in the 
collection, just as certainly as the four Gospels, though its position varied. In Clement 
of Alexandria indeed the book is still pretty much in the background, perhaps on 
a level with the Kypvypa Uirpov^ but Clement has no New Testament at all in 
the strict sense of the word; see below. But at the very beginning the book stood 
where it is to-day, *".*., immediately after the Gospels (see Muratorian Fragment, 
Irenaeus, etc.). The parallel creation, the group of Catholic Epistles, acquired a 
much more dubious position than the Acts of the Apostles, and its place was never 
really settled. Its germ is probably to be found in two Epistles of John (viz., 1st 
and 3rd) which acquired dignity along with the Gospel, as well as in the Epistle 
of Jude. These may have given the impulse to create a group of narratives about 
the twelve Apostles from anonymous writings of old Apostles, prophets, and teachers. 
But the Epistle of Peter is still wanting in the Muratorian Fragment, nor do we 
yet find the group there associated with the Acts of the Apostles. The Epistle of 
Jude, two Epistles of John, the Wisdom of Solomon, the Apocalypse of John and 
that of Peter form the unsymmetrical conclusion of this oldest catalogue of the 
canon. But, all the same writings, by Jude, John, and Peter are here found side 
by side; thus we have a preparation for the future arrangement made in different 
though similar fashion by Irenaeus and again altered by Tertullian. The genuine 
Pauline Epistles appear enclosed on the one hand by the Acts of the Apostles and 
the Catholic Epistles, and on the other by the Pastoral ones, which in their way 
are also "Catholic." That is the character of the "Catholic" New Testament 
which is confirmed by the earliest use of it (in Irenaeus and Tertullian). In speaking 
above of the Acts of the Apostles as a late book, we meant that it was so relatively 
to the canon. In itself the book is old and for the most part reliable. 

1 There is no doubt that this was the reason why to all appearance the innovation 
was scarcely felt. Similar causes were at work here as in the case of the apostolic 
rule of faith. In the one case the writings that had long been read in the Church 
formed the basis, in the other the baptismal confession. But a great distinction is 
found in the fact that the baptismal confession, as already settled, afforded an elastic 
standard which was treated as a fixed one and was therefore extremely practical; 
whilst, conversely, the undefined group of writings hitherto read in the Church 
was reduced to a collection which could neither be increased nor diminished. 

3 At the beginning, that is about 180, it was only in practice, and not in theory, 
that the Gospels and the Pauline Epistles possessed equal authority. Moreover, the 
name New Testament is not yet found in Irenaeus, nor do we yet find him giving 
an exact idea of its content. See Werner in the Text. u. Unters. z. altchristl. 
Lit. Gesch. Bd. VI. 2. 
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its being formed into a canon, that is, being placed on a foot- 
ing of complete equality with the Old Testament, may be 
gathered partly from the earlier history, partly from the mode 
of using the new Bible and partly from the results attending 
its compilation. First, Words of the Lord and prophetic utter- 
ances, including the written records of these, had always pos- 
sessed standard authority in the Church; there were therefore 
parts of the collection the absolute authority of which was un- 
doubted from the first. l Secondly, what was called " Preaching 
of the Apostles," " Teaching of the Apostles,' ' etc., was like- 
wise regarded from the earliest times as completely harmonious 
as well as authoritative. There had, however, been absolutely 
no motive for fixing this in documents, because Christians sup- 
posed they possessed it in a state of purity and reproduced it 
freely. The moment the Church was called upon to fix this 
teaching authentically, and this denotes a decisive revolution, 
she was forced to have recourse to writings, whether she would 
or not. The attributes formerly applied to the testimony of 
the Apostles, so long as it was not collected and committed 
to writing, had now to be transferred to the written records 
they had left. Thirdly, Marcion had already taken the lead in 
forming Christian writings into a canon in the strict sense of 
the word. Fourthly, the interpretation was at once fixed 
by forming the apostolic writings into a canon, and placing 
them on an equality with the Old Testament, as well as by 
subordinating troublesome writings to the Acts of the Apostles. 
Considered by themselves these writings, especially the Pauline 
Epistles, presented the greatest difficulties. We can see even 
yet from Irenaeus and Tertullian that the duty of accommodating 
herself to these Epistles was forced upon the Church by Marcion 
and the heretics, and that, but for this constraint, her method 
of satisfying herself as to her relationship to them would hardly 
have taken the shape of incorporating them with the canon. 2 
See above, p. 40, note 2. 
2 We have ample evidence in the great work of Irenaeus as to the difficulties 
he found in many passages of the Pauline Epistles, which as yet were almost 
solely utilised as sources of doctrine by such men as Marcion, Tatian, and theolo- 
gians of the school of Valentinus. The difficulties of course still continued to be felt 
in the period which followed. (See, e.g., Method, Conviv. Orat. III. 1, 2.) 
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This shows most clearly that the collection of writings must 
not be traced to the Church's effort to create for herself a 
powerful controversial weapon. But the difficulties which the 
compilation presented so long as it was a mere collection 
vanished as soon as it was viewed as a sacred collection. For 
now the principle: "as the teaching of the Apostles was one, 
so also is the tradition" Qpix j} ttxvtuv yiyovs ruv xirovT&hm 
uvirsp ^ibxvKXhix ovTug tie jcx) vi 7rxpxbo(rt<£)" was to be applied 
to all contradictory and objectionable details. l It was now 
imperative to explain one writing by another; the Pauline Ep- 
istles, for example, were .to be interpreted by the Pastoral 
Epistles and the Acts of the Apostles. 2 Now was required what 
Tertullian calls the " mixture M of the Old and New Testaments, s 
in consequence of which the full recognition of the knowledge 
got from the old Bible was regarded as the first law for the 
interpretation of the new. The formation of the new collection 
into a canon was therefore an immediate and unavoidable 
necessity if doubts of all kinds were to be averted. These 
were abundantly excited by the exegesis of the heretics ; they 
were got rid of by making the writings into a canon. Fifthly, 
the early Christian enthusiasm more and more decreased in the 
course of the second century; not only did Apostles, prophets, 
and teachers die out, but the religious mood of the majority 
of Christians was changed. A reflective piety took the place 
of the instinctive religious enthusiasm which made those who 
felt it believe that they themselves possessed the Spirit. 4 -Such 
a piety requires rules; at the same time, however, it is char- 
acterised by the perception that it has not the active and spon- 
taneous character which it ought to have, but has to prove its 

1 Apollinaris of Hierapolis already regards any contradiction between the (4) 
Gospels as impossible. (See Routh, Reliq. Sacr. I. p. 150.) 

2 See Overbeck, "Ueber die Aufiassung des Streites des Paulus mit Petrus in 
Antiochien bei den Kirchenvatern," 1877, p. 8. 

8 See also Clement Strom. IV. 21. 124; VI. 15. 125. The expression is also 
frequent in Origen, e.g., de princip. praef. 4. 

4 The Roman Church in her letter to that of Corinth designates her own words 
as the words of God (1 Clem. LIX. 1) and therefore requires obedience "to7c tip 
yfji&v ytypxfifievois $ik rod ayiav nvevfiocTOs" (LXIII. 2). 
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legitimacy in an indirect and "objective" way. The breach 
with tradition, the deviation from the original state of things 
is felt and recognised. Men, however, conceal from themselves 
their own defects, by placing the representatives of the past 
on an unattainable height, and forming such an estimate of 
their qualities as makes it unlawful and impossible for those of 
the present generation, in the interests of their own comfort, 
to compare themselves with them. When matters reach this 
point, great suspicion attaches to those who hpld fast their 
religious independence and wish to apply the old standards. Not 
only do they seem arrogant and proud, but they also appear 
disturbers of the necessary new arrangement which has its justifi- 
cation in the fact of its being unavoidable. This development 
of the matter was, moreover, of the greatest significance for the 
history of the canon. Its creation very speedily resulted in the 
opinion that the time of divine revelation had gone past and 
was exhausted in the Apostles, that is, in the records left by 
them. We cannot prove with certainty that the canon was 
formed to confirm this opinion, but we can show that it was 
very soon used to oppose those Christians who professed to be 
prophets or appealed to the continuance of prophecy. The in- 
fluence which the canon exercised in this respect is the most 
decisive and important. That which Tertullian, as a Montanist, 
asserts of one of his opponents: "Prophetiam expulit, paracle- 
tum fugavit" ("he expelled prophecy, he drove away the Para- 
clete "), can be far more truly said of the New Testament which 
the same Tertullian as a Catholic recognised. The New Testa- 
ment, though not all at once, put an end to a situation where 
it was possible for any Christian under the inspiration of the 
Spirit to give authoritative disclosures and instructions. It like- 
wise prevented belief in the fanciful creations with which such 
men enriched the history of the past, and destroyed their pre- 
tensions to read the future. As the creation of the canon, though 
not in a hard and fast way, fixed the period of the production 
of sacred facts, so it put down all claims of Christian prophecy 
to public credence. Through the canon it came to be acknow- 
ledged that all post-apostolic Christianity is only of a mediate 
and particular kind, and can therefore never be itself a standard. 
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The Apostles alone possessed the Spirit of God completely and 
without measure. They only, therefore, are the media of revel- 
ation, and by their word alone, which, as emanating from the 
Spirit, is of equal authority with the word of Christ, all that is 
Christian must be tested. l 

The Holy Spirit and the Apostles became correlative concep- 
tions (Tertull., de pudic. 21). The Apostles, however, were 
more and more overshadowed by the New Testament Scrip- 
tures; and this was in fact an advance beyond the earlier state 
of things, for what was known of the Apostles? Accordingly, 
as authors of these writings, they and the Holy Spirit became 
correlative conceptions. This led to the assumption that the 
apostolic writings were inspired, that is, in the full and only 
intelligible sense attached to the word by the ancients. 2 By 
this assumption the Apostles, viewed as prophets, received a 
significance quite equal to that of Old Testament writers. 3 But, 
though Irenaeus and Tertullian placed both parties on a level, 
they preserved a distinction between them by basing the whole 
authority of the New Testament on its apostolic origin, the 
concept "apostolic*' being much more comprehensive than that 

1 Tertull., de exhort. 4: "Spiritum quidem dei etiam fideles habent, sed non 
omnes fideles apostoli . . . Proprie enim apostoli spiritum sanctum habent, qui plene 
habent in operibus prophetise et efficacia virtutum documentisque linguarum, non 
ex parte, quod ceteri." Clem. Alex. Strom. IV. 21. 135 : Ekxo-toq 3 /$iov *i%tt xxpicpx 
xirb Qeov, 6 piv ovrta^ 6 $1 ovt«c, 61 xir6*T0toi H hv ir&a-i iFeirhypuiiivQi., Serapion 
in Euseb., H. E. VI. 12. 3 : ypetQ [kxi rbv Tlerpov text tovq 'xKKovs X7roo , r6^ov<; 
xic6ht%6^.zhx uq XpicrSv. The success of the canon here referred to was an un- 
doubted blessing, for, as the result of enthusiasm, Christianity was menaced with 
complete corruption, and things and ideas, no matter how alien to its spirit, were 
able to obtain a lodgment under its protection. The removal of this danger, which 
was in some measure averted by the canon, was indeed coupled with great 
disadvantages, inasmuch as believers were referred in legal fashion to a new book, 
and the writings contained in it were at first completely obscured by the assumption 
that they were inspired and by the requirement of an "expositio legitima." 

2 See Tertull., de virg. vol. 4, de resurr. 24, de ieiun. 15, de pudic. 12.. Suf- 
ficiency is above all included in the concept "inspiration" (see for ex. Tertull., de 
monog. 4 : " Negat scriptura quod non notat "), and the same measure of authority 
belongs to all parts (see Iren., IV. 28. 3. Nihil vacuum neque sine signo apuddeum"). 

3 The direct designation "prophets" was, however, as a rule, avoided. The 
conflict with Montanism made it expedient to refrain from this name; but see Tertullian, 
adv. Marc. IV. 24: "Tam apostolus Moyses, quam et apostoli prophetae." 
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of "prophet,' 1 These men, being Apostles, that is men chosen 
by Christ himself and entrusted with the proclamation of the 
Gospel, have for that reason received the Spirit, and their writ- 
ings are filled with the Spirit. To the minds of Western Chris- 
tians the primary feature in the collection is its apostolic author- 
ship. 1 This implies inspiration also, because the Apostles cannot 
be inferior to the writers of the Old Testament. For that very 
reason they could, in a much more radical way, rid the new 
collection of everything that was not apostolic. They even 
rejected writings which, in their form, plainly claimed the charac- 
ter of inspiration; and this was evidently done because they 
did not attribute to them the degree of authority which, in their 
view, only belonged to that which was apostolic. 2 The new 
canon of Scripture set up by Irenaeus and Tertullian primarily 
professes to be nothing else than a collection of apostolic writ- 
ings, which, as such, claim absolute authority. 3 It takes its place 
beside the apostolic rule of faith ; and by this faithfully preserved 

1 Compare also what the author of the Muratorian Fragment says in the passage 
about the Shepherd of Hermas. 

2 This caused the most decisive breach with tradition, and the estimate to be 
formed of the Apocalypses must at first have remained an open question. Their 
fate was long undecided in the West; but it was very soon settled that they could 
have no claim to public recognition in the Church, because their authors had not 
that fulness of the Spirit which belongs to the Apostles alone. 

8 The disputed question as to whether all the acknowledged apostolic writings 
were regarded as canonical must be answered in the affirmative in reference to>^ 
Irenaeus and Tertullian, who conversely regarded no book as canonical unless written 
by the Apostles. On the other hand, it appears to me that no certain opinion on 
this point can be got from the Muratorian Fragment. In the end the Gospel, Acts, 
Kerygma, and Apocalypse of Peter as well as the Acts of Paul were rejected, a 
proceeding which was at the same time a declaration that they were spurious. But 
these three witnesses agree (see also App. Constit. VI. 16) that the apostolic reguia 
fidei is practically the final court of appeal, inasmuch as it decides whether a writing 
is really apostolic or not, and inasmuch as, according to Tertullian, the apostolic 
writings belong to the Church alone, because she alone possesses the apostolic 
reguia (de praescr. 37 ff.). The reguia of course does not legitimise those writings, 
but only proves that they are authentic and do not belong to the heretics. These 
witnesses also agree that a Christian writing has no claim to be received into the 
canon merely on account of its prophetic form. On looking at the matter more 
closely, we see that the view of the early Church, as opposed to Montanism, led 
to the paradox that the Apostles were prophets in the sense of being inspired by 
the Spirit, but that they were not so in the strict sense of the word. 
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possession, the Church scattered over the world proves herself 
to be that of the Apostles. 

But we are very far from being able to show that such a 
rigidly fixed collection of apostolic writings existed everywhere 
in the Church about the year 200. It is indeed continually 
asserted that the Antiochian and Alexandrian Churches had at 
that date a New Testament which, in extent and authority, 
essentially coincided with that of the Roman Church; but this 
opinion is not well founded. As far as the Church of Antioch 
is immediately concerned, the letter of Bishop Serapion (whose 
episcopate lasted from about 190 to about 209), given in Eusebius 
(VI. 12), clearly shows that Cilicia and probably also Antioch itself 
as yet possessed no such thing as a completed New Testament. 
It is evident that Serapion already holds the Catholic principle 
that all words of Apostles possess the same value to the Church 
as words of the Lord ; but a completed collection of apostolic 
writings was not yet at his disposal. ' Hence it is very im- 
probable that Theophilus, bishop of Antioch, who died as early 
as the reign of Commodus, presupposed such a collection. Nor, 
in point of fact, do the statements in the treatise "ad Autoly- 
cum M point to a completed New Testament. 2 Theophilus makes 
diligent use of the Epistles of Paul and mentions the evangelist 
John (C.I.i.) as one of the bearers of the Spirit. But with him 
the one canonical court of appeal is the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament, that is, the writings of the Prophets (bearers of the 
Spirit). These Old Testament Prophets, however, are continued 
in a further group of "bearers of the Spirit", which we cannot 
definitely determine, but which at any rate included the authors 
of the four Gospels and the writer of the Apocalypse. It is 
remarkable that Theophilus has never mentioned the Apdstles. 
Though he perhaps regards them all, including Paul, as " bearers 
of the Spirit", yet we have no indication that he looked on 
their Epistles as canonical. The different way he uses the Old 

1 The fragment of Serapion's letter given in Eusebius owes its interest to the 
fact that it not only shows the progress made at this time with the formation of 
the canon at Antioch, but also what still remained to be done. 

2 See my essay " Theophilus v. Antiochien und das N. T. " in the Ztschr. f. 
K. Gesch. XL p 1 ff. 
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Testament and the Gospels on the one hand and the Pauline 
Epistles on the other is rather evidence of the contrary. Theo- 
philus was acquainted with the four Gospels (but we have no 
reference to Mark), the thirteen Epistles of Paul (though he does 
not mention Thessalonians), most probably also with the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, as well as 1st Peter and the Revelation of 
John. It is significant that no single passage of his betrays an 
acquaintance with the Acts of the Apostles. 1 

It might certainly seem venturesome, on the basis of the 
material found in Theophilus and the original document of the 
first six books of the Apostolic Constitutions, to conclude that 
the formation of a New Testament canon was not everywhere 
determined by the same interest and therefore did not every- 
where take a similar course. It might seem hazardous to 
assume that the Churches of Asia Minor and Rome began by 
creating a fixed canon of apostolic writings, which was thus 
necessarily declared to be inspired, whereas other communities 
applied or did not deny the notion of inspiration to a great 
number of venerable and ancient writings not rigidly defined, 
and did not make a selection from a stricter historical point of 
view, till a later date. But the latter development not only 
corresponds to the indication found in Justin, but in my opinion 
may be verified from the copious accounts of Clement of 
Alexandria. 2 In the entire literature of Greeks and barbarians 
Clement distinguishes between profane and sacred, u e., inspired 

1 The most important passages are Autol. II. 9. 22: Vfov hdfoxovrtv ypZe, oti 
Uyisu ypxtyxi xxt Trdvrte oi'jrvevfJLxro^po^ 1% $v 'I«4vv»j$ Kiyu x.t.A. (follows John I. 1) 
III. 12: xxt wept SixouoevvySi fc & v6/xo$ iipyxev, xx6*ov6x tvpfoxerxt xxt rx r&v 
Tpotpyrfiv xxt ruv tvxyyektcov %Z ttv * %& T & toi>q tc&vtxs 7rvtufjLXTQ$6pouQ ivt Tveufixrt 
4sov \%KxXyxhxi\ III. 13: 6 xyto$ x6yo$ — *j ivxyyihtos Qwvj. ; III. 14.: 'Ho-*/&c — to 
$e evxyyitoov — 6 Qtlos h6yo$. The latter formula is;not a quotation of Epistles of 
Paul viewed as canonical, but of a divine command found in the Old Testament 
and given in Pauline form. It is specially worthy of note that the original of the 
six. books of the Apostolic Constitutions, written in Syria and belonging to the 
second half of the third century, knows yet of no New Testament. In addition to 
the Old Testament it has no authority but the u Gospel." 

2 There has as yet been no sufficient investigation of the New Testament of 
Clement. The information given by Volkmar in Credner's Gesch. d. N.Tlichen 
Kanon, p. 382 ft, is not sufficient. The space at the disposal of this manual 
prevents me from establishing the results of my studies on this point. Let me at 
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writings. As he is conscious that all knowledge of truth is 
based on inspiration, so all writings, that is all parts, paragraphs, 
or sentences of writings which contain moral and religious truth 
are in his view inspired. l This opinion, however, does not 
exclude a distinction between these writings, but rather requires 
it. (2) The Old Testament, a fixed collection of books, is 
regarded by Clement, as a whole and in all its parts, as the 
divine, that is, inspired book par excellence. (3) As Clement in 
theory distinguishes a new covenant from the old, so also he 
distinguishes the books of the new covenant from those of the 
old. (4) These books to which he applies the formula "Gospel'* 
(to IvxyykKiov) and "Apostles' 1 (01 xirovToXoi) are likewise 
viewed by him as inspired, but he does not consider them as 
forming a fixed collection. (5) Unless all appearances are 
deceptive, it was, strictly speaking, only the four Gospels that 
he considered and treated as completely on a level with the 
Old Testament. The formula : vopog xx) 01 TpoCpjjTxi xx) to 
hxyysKiov ("the Law and the Prophets and the Gospel") is 
frequently found, and everything else, even the apostolic writings, 
is judged by this group. 2 He does not consider even the 
Pauline Epistles to be a court of appeal of equal value with 
the Gospels, though he occasionally describes them as ypxtpxi. * 

least refer to some important passages which I have collected. Strom. I. §§ 28, 
100; II. §§ 22, 28, 29; III. §§ 11, 66, 70, 71, 76, 93, 108; IV. §§ 2, 91, 97, 105, 
130, 133, 134, 138, i59;V. §§ 3, 17, 27, 28, 30, 31, 38, 80, 85, 86: VI. §§42,44, 
54) 59 5 6l 5 66—68, 88, 91, 106, 107, 119, 124, 125, 127, 128, 133, 161, 164; VII. 
§§ 1, 14, 34, 76, 82, 84, 88, 94, 95, 97, 100, 101, 103, 104, 106, 107. As to the estimate 
of the Epistles of Barnabas and Clement of Rome as well as of the Shepherd, in 
Clement, see the Prolegg. to my edition of the Opp. Patr. Apost. 

1 According to Strom. V. 14. 138 even the Epicurean Metrodorus uttered certain 
words *v0*«c; but on the other hand Homer was a prophet against his will. See 
Paed. I. 6. 36, also § 51. 

3 In the Paed. the Gospels are regularly called $ ypcttyt* Dut this is seldom the 
case with the Epistles. The word " Apostle " is used in quoting these. 

3 It is also very interesting to note that Clement almost nowhere illustrates 
the parabolic character of the Holy Scriptures by quoting the Epistles, but in this 
connection employs the Old Testament and the Gospels, just as he almost never 
allegorises passages from other writings. 1 Cor. III. 2 is once quoted thus in 
Paed. I. 6. 49: to ev r8> oncovT6KtA acytov irveCpx ry roC xvp/ov faoxpuptvov fyuvy 
hiytt. We can hardly conclude from Paed. I. 7. 61 that Clement called Paul a 
" prophet." 
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A further class of writings stands a stage lower than the Pauline 
Epistles, viz., the Epistles of Clement and Barnabas, the Shepherd 
of Hermas, etc. It would be wrong to say that Clement views 
this group as an appendix to the New Testament, or as in any 
sense Antilegomena. This would imply that he assumed the 
existence of a fixed collection whose parts he considered of 
equal value, an assumption which cannot be proved. l (6) As 
to certain books, such as the "Teaching of the Apostles," the 
"Kerygma of Peter," etc., it remains quite doubtful what 
authority Clement attributed to them. 2 He quotes the Ai$x%y 
as ypxCpii. (7) In determining and estimating the sacred books of 
the New Testament Clement is manifestly influenced by an 
ecclesiastical tradition, for he recognises four Gospels and no 
more because that was the exact number handed down. This 
tradition had already applied the name "apostolic" to most 
Christian writings which were to be considered as ypx(pxi, but 
it had given the concept "apostolic" a far wider content than 
Irenaeus and Tertullian, * although it had not been able to 
include all the new writings which were regarded as sacred 
under this idea. (Hermas). At the time Clement wrote, the 
Alexandrian Church can neither have held the principle 
that all writings of the Apostles must be read in the Church 
and form a decisive court of appeal like the Old Testament, 
nor have believed that nothing but the Apostolic — using this 
word also in its wider sense — has any claim to authority among 
Christians. We willingly admit the great degree of freedom 

1 It is worthy of special note that Clem., Paed. II. 10.3; Strom. II. 15. 67 has 
criticised an interpretation given by the author of fc the Epistle of Barnabas, although 
he calls Barnabas an Apostle. 

2 In this category we may also include the Acts of the Apostles, which is 
perhaps used like the xypvypx. It is quoted in Paed. II. 16. 56; Strom. I. 50, 89, 
91, 92, 153, 1545 m. 49; IV. 97; V. 75, 82; VI. 63, 101, 124, 165. 

3 The "seventy disciples" were also regarded as Aposdes, and the authors of 
writings the names of which did not otherwise offer a guarantee of authority were 
likewise included in this category. That is to say, writings which were regarded 
as valuable and which for some reason or other could not be characterised as 
apostolic in the narrower sense were attributed to authors whom there was no 
reason for denying to be Apostles in the wider sense. This wider use of the concept 
<• apostolic" is moreover no innovation. See my edition of the Didache, pp. in— 118. 
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and peculiarity characteristic of Clement, and freely acknow- 
ledge the serious difficulties inseparable from the attempt to 
ascertain from his writings what was regarded as possessing 
standard authority in the Church. Nevertheless it may be 
assumed with certainty that, at the time this author wrote, the 
content of the New Testament canon, or, to speak more 
correctly, its reception in the Church and exact attributes had 
not yet been finally settled in Alexandria. 

The condition of the Alexandrian Church of the time may 
perhaps be described as follows: Ecclesiastical custom had 
attributed an authority to a great number of early Christian 
writings without strictly defining the nature of this authority or 
making it equal to that of the Old Testament. Whatever 
professed to be inspired; or apostolic, or ancient, or edifying 
was regarded as the work of the Spirit and therefore as the 
Word of God. The prestige of these writings increased in 
proportion as Christians became more incapable of producing 
the like themselves. Not long before Clement wrote, however, 
a systematic arrangement of writings embodying the early 
Christian tradition had been made in Alexandria also. But, 
while in the regions represented by Irenaeus and Tertullian the 
canon must have arisen and been adopted all at once, so to 
speak, it was a slow process that led to this result in Alexandria. 
Here also the principle of apostolicity seems to have been of 
great importance for the collectors and editors, but it was 
otherwise applied than at Rome. A conservative proceeding 
was adopted, as they wished to insure as far as possible the 
permanence of ancient Christian writings regarded as inspired. 
In other words, they sought, wherever practicable, to proclaim 
all these writings to be apostolic by giving a wider meaning 
to the designation and ascribing an imaginary apostolic origin 
to many of them. This explains their judgment as to the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, and how Barnabas and Clement were 
described by them as Apostles. l Had this undertaking succeeded 
in the Church, a much more extensive canon would have resulted 

1 The formation of the canon in Alexandria must have had some connection 
with the same process in Asia Minor and in Rome. This is shown not only by 
each Church recognising four Gospels, but still more by the admission of 
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than in the West. But it is more than questionable whether it 
was really the intention of those first Alexandrian collectors to 
place the great compilation thus produced, as a New Testa- 
ment, side by side with the Old, or, whether their undertaking 
was immediately approved in this sense by the Church. In 
view of the difference of Clement's attitude to the various 
groups within this collection of ypxtpxi, we may assert that in 
the Alexandrian Church of that time Gospels and Apostles were 
indeed ranked with the Law and the Prophets, but that this 
position of equality with the Old Testament was not assigned 
to all the writings that were prized either on the score of 
inspiration or of apostolic authority. The reason of this was 
that the great collection of early Christian literature that was 
inspired and declared to be apostolic could hardly have been 
used so much in public worship as the Old Testament and the 
Gospels. 

Be this as it may, if we understand by the New Testament 
. a fixed collection, equally authoritative throughout, of all the 
writings that were regarded as genuinely apostolic, that is, those 
of the original Apostles and Paul, then the Alexandrian Church 
at the time of Clement did not yet possess such a book; but 
the process which led to it had begun. She had come much 
nearer this goal by the time of Origen. At that period the 
writings included in the New Testament of the West were all 
regarded in Alexandria as equally authoritative, and also stood 
in every respect on a level with the Old Testament. The 
principle of apostolicity was more strictly conceived and more 
surely applied. Accordingly the extent of "Holy Scripture'' 
was already limited in the days of Origen. Yet we have to 
thank the Alexandrian Church for giving us the seven Catholic 
Epistles. But, measured by the canon of the Western Church, 
which must have had a share in the matter, this sifting process 
was by no means complete. The inventive minds of scholars 

thirteen Pauline Epistles. We would see our way more clearly here, if anything 
certain could be ascertained from the works of Clement, including the Hypotyposes, 
as to the arrangement of the Holy Scriptures; but the attempt to fix this arrangement 
is necessarily a dubious one, because Clement's "canon of the New Testament" 
was not yet finally fixed. It may be compared to a half-finished statue whose bust is 
already completely chiselled, while the under parts are still embedded in the stone. 
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designated a group of writings in the Alexandrian canon as 
" Antilegomena." The historian of dogma can take no great interest 
in the succeeding development, which first led to the canon 
being everywhere finally fixed, so far as we can say that this 
was ever the case. For the still unsettled dispute as to the extent 
of the canon did not essentially affect its use and authority, 
and in the following period the continuous efforts io estab- 
lish a harmonious and strictly fixed canon were solely 
determined by a regard to tradition. The results are no doubt 
of great importance to Church history, because they show 
us the varying influence exerted on Christendom at different 
periods by the great Churches of the East and West and by 
their learned men. 

Addendum, — The results arising from the formation of a part 
of early Christian writings into a canon, which was a great and 
meritorious act of the Church, 1 notwithstanding the fact that it 
was forced on her by a combination of circumstances, may be 
summed up in a series of antitheses, (i) The New Testament, or 
group of "apostolic" writings formed by selection, preserved 
from destruction one part, and undoubtedly the most valuable 
one, of primitive Church literature; but it caused all the rest 
of these writings, as being intrusive, or spurious, or superfluous, 
to be more and more neglected, so that they ultimately perished. * 
(2) The New Testament, though not all at once, put an end 
to the composition of works which claimed an authority binding 
on Christendom (inspiration); but it first made possible the 
production of secular Church literature and neutralised the extreme 
dangers attendant on writings of this kind. By making room 
for all kinds of writings that did not oppose it, it enabled the 
Church to utilise all the elements of Greek culture. At the same 

1 No greater creative act can be mentioned in the whole history of the Church 
than the formation of the apostolic collection and the assigning to it of a position 
of equal rank with the Old Testament. 

2 The history of early Christian writings in the Church which were not definitely 
admitted into the New Testament is instructive on this point. The fate of some 
of these may be described as tragical. Even when they were not branded as 
downright forgeries, the writings of the Fathers from the fourth century downwards 
were far preferred to them. 
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time, however, it required an ecclesiastical stamp to be placed 
on all the new Christian productions due to this cause. 1 (3) The 
New Testament obscured the historical meaning and the histo- 
rical origin of the writing contained in it, especially the Pauline 
Epistles, though at the same time it created the conditions for 
a thorough study of all those documents. Although primarily 
the new science of theological exegesis in the Church did more 
than anything else to neutralise the historical value of the New 
Testament writings, yet, on the other hand, it immediately 
commenced a critical restoration of their original sense. But, 
even apart from theological science, the New Testament enabled 
original Christianity to exercise here and there a quiet and 
gradual effect on the doctrinal development of the Church, 
without indeed being able to exert a dominant influence on the 
natural development of the traditional system. As the standard 
of interpretation for the Holy Scriptures was the apostolic regula 
fideU always more and more precisely explained, and as that 
regula^ in its Antignostic and philosophico-theological inter- 
pretation, was regarded as apostolic, the New Testament was 
explained in accordance with the conception of Christianity that 
had become prevalent in the Church. At first therefore the 
spirit of the New Testament could only assert itself in certain 
undercurrents and in the recognition of particular truths. But 
the book did not in the least ward off the danger of a total 
secularising of Christianity. (4) The New Testament opposed 
a barrier to the enthusiastic manufacture of "facts." But at 
the same time its claim to be a collection of inspired writings 2 
naturally resulted in principles of interpretation (such as the 
principle of unanimity, of unlimited combination, of absolute 
clearness and sufficiency, and of allegorism) which were neces- 

1 See on this point Overbeck "Abhandlung iiber die Anfange der patristischen 
Litteratur, l.c, p. 469." Nevertheless, even after the creation of the New Testament 
canon, theological authorship was an undertaking which was at first regarded as 
highly dangerous. See the Antimontanist in Euseb., H. E. V. 16. 3 :£*£/£? xoti 
\\*vhot$ov ptvo& fAvi ny $6%u irptv lirto'vyypatysiv if endiocTOcvvtabxi rijt riJQ rov 
sb»yy$htov xauv%$ Itu&faw h6ytA^ We find similar remarks in other old Catholic 
Fathers (see Clemen. Alex.). 

2 But how diverse were the expositions; compare the exegesis of Origen and 
Tertullian, Scorp. 11. 
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sarily followed by the manufacture of new facts on the part of 
theological experts, (5) The New Testament fixed a time within 
which divine revelation ceased, and prevented any Christian from 
putting himself into comparison with the disciples of Jesus. By 
doing so it directly promoted the lowering of Christian ideals 
and requirements, and in a certain fashion legitimised this 
weakening of religious power. At the same time, however, it 
maintained the knowledge of these ideals and requirements, 
became a spur to the conscience of believers, and averted the 
danger of Christianity being corrupted by the excesses of en- 
thusiasm. (6) The fact of the New Testament being placed on 
a level with the Old proved the most effective means of pre- 
serving to the latter its canonical authority, which had been so 
often assailed in the second century. But at the same time it 
brought about an examination of the relation between the Old 
and New Testaments, which, however, also involved an enquiry 
into the connection between Christianity and pre-christian revel- 
ation. The immediate result of this investigation was not only 
a theological exposition of the Old Testament, but also a theory 
which ceased to view the two Testaments as of equal authority 
and subordinated the Old to the New. This result, which can 
be plainly seen in Irenaeus, Tertullian, and Origen, led to 
exceedingly important consequences. l It gave some degree of 
insight into statements, hitherto completely unintelligible, in 
certain New Testament writings, and it caused the Church to 
reflect upon a question that had as yet been raised only by 
heretics, viz., what are the marks which distinguish Christianity 
from the Old Testament religion ? An historical examination 
imperceptibly arose ; but the old notion of the inspiration of the 
Old Testament confined it to the narrowest limits, and in fact always 
continued to forbid it; for, as before, appeal was constantly made to 
the Old Testament as a Christian book which contained all the 
truths of religion in a perfect form. Nevertheless the conception 

1 On the extent to which the Old Testament had become subordinated to the 
New and the Prophets to the Aposties, since the end of the second century, see the 
following passage from Novatian, de trinit 29: "Unus ergo et idem spiritus qui 
in prophetis et apostolis, nisi quoniam ibi ad momentum, hie semper. Ceterum ibi 
non ut semper in illis inesset, hie ut in illis semper maneret, et ibi mediocriter 
distributes, hie totus effusus, ibi parce datus, hie large commodates." 
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of the Old Testament was here and there full of contradictions. l 

(7) The fatal identification of words of the Lord and words 
of the Apostles (apostolical tradition) had existed before the 
creation of the New Testament, though this proceeding gave it 
a new range and content and a new significance. But, with 
the Epistles of Paul included, the New Testament elevated the 
highest expression of the consciousness of redemption into a 
guiding principle, and by admitting Paulinism into the canon it 
introduced a wholesome ferment into the history of the Church. 

(8) By creating the New Testament and claiming exclusive posses- 
sion of it the Church deprived the non-Catholic communions of 
every apostolic foundation, just as she had divested Judaism of 
every legal title by taking possession of the Old Testament; 
but, by raising the New Testament to standard authority, she 
created the armoury which supplied the succeeding period with 
the keenest weapons against herself. 2 The place of the Gospel 
was taken by a book with exceedingly varied contents, which 
theoretically acquired the, same authority as the Gospel. Still, 
the Catholic Church never became a religion "of the book", 
because every inconvenient text could be explained away by 
the allegoric method, and because the book was not made use of 
as the immediate authority for the guidance of Christians, this 
latter function being directly discharged by the rule of faith. 3 



1 That may be shown in all the old Catholic Fathers, but most plainly perhaps 
in the theology of Origen. Moreover, the subordination of the Old Testament 
revelation to the Christian one is not simply a result of the creation of the New 
Testament, but may be explained by other causes; see chap. 5. If the New Testa- 
ment had not been formed, the Church would perhaps have obtained a Christian 
Old Testament with numerous interpolations — tendencies in this direction were not 
wanting; see vol. I. p. H4f. — and increased in extent by the admission of apocalypses. 
The creation of the New Testament preserved the purity of the Old, for it removed 
the need of doing violence to the latter in the interests of Christianity. 

8 The Catholic Church had from the beginning a very clear consciousness of the 
dangerousness of many New Testament writings, in fact she made a virtue of 
necessity in so far as she set up a theory to prove the unavoidableness of this 
danger. See Tertullian, de praescr. passim, and de resurr. 63. 

3 To a certain extent the New Testament disturbs and prevents the tendency 
to summarise the faith and reduce it to its most essential content For it not only 
puts itself in the place of the unity of a system, but frequently also in the place of 

5 
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In practice it continued to be the rule for the New Testament 
to take a secondary place in apologetic writings and disputes 
with heretics. l On the other hand it was regarded (i) as the 
directly authoritative document for the direction of the Christian 
life, s and (2) as the final court of appeal in all the conflicts 
that arose within the sphere of the rule of faith. It was freely 
applied in the second stage of the Montanist struggle, but still 
more in the controversies about Christology, that is, in the conflict 
with the Monarchians. The apostolic writings belong solely to the 
Church, because she alone has preserved the apostolic doctrine 
(regula). This was declared to the heretics and therewith all 
controversy about Scripture, or the sense of Scripture passages, 
was in principle declined. But within the Church herself the 
Holy Scripture was regarded as the supreme and completely 
independent tribunal against which not even an old tradition 
could be appealed to; and the rule 7roXiT6vee6xi xxrx to 
svxyyeXiov ("live according to the Gospel") held good in every 
respect. Moreover, this formula, which is rarely replaced by 
the other one, viz., kxtx rijv xxivyv iixQwyv ("according to the 
New Testament "), shows that the words of the Lord, as in the 
earlier period, continued to be the chief standard of life and 
conduct. 

a harmonious and complete creed. Hence the rule of faith is necessary as a guiding 
principle, and even an imperfect one is better than a mere haphazard reliance upon 
the Bible. 

1 We must not, however, ascribe that to conscious mistrust, for Irenaeus and 
Tertullian bear very decided testimony against such an idea, but to the acknowledgment 
that it was impossible to make any effective use of the New Testament Scriptures in 
arguments with educated non-Christians and heretics. For these writings could 
carry no weight with the former, and the latter either did not recognise them or 
else interpreted them by different rules. Even the offer of several of the Fathers 
to" refute the Marcionites from their own canon must by no means be attributed 
to an uncertainty on their part with regard to the authority of the ecclesiastical canon 
of Scripture. We need merely add that the extraordinary difficulty originally felt 
by Christians in conceiving the Pauline Epistles, for instance, to be analogous and equal 
in value to Genesis or the prophets occasionally appears in the terminology even in 
the third century, in so far as the term "divine writings" continues to be more 
frequently applied to the Old Testament than to certain parts of the New. 

2 Tertullian, in de corona 3, makes his Catholic opponent say: "Etiam in 
traditionis obtentu exigenda est auctoritas scripta." 
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C. The transformation of the episcopal office in the Church in- 
to an apostolic office. The history of the remodelling 
of the conception of the Church. 1 

I. It was not sufficient to prove that the rule of faith was of 
apostolic origin, i.e., that the Apostles had set up a rule of 
faith. It had further to be shown that, up to the present, the 
Church had always maintained it unchanged. This demonstration 
was all the more necessary because the heretics also claimed 
an apostolic origin for their regulce, and in different ways tried 
to adduce proof that they alone possessed a guarantee of in- 
heriting the Apostles' doctrine in all its purity. * An historical 
demonstration was first attempted by the earliest of the old 
Catholic Fathers. They pointed to communities of whose 
apostolic origin there could be no doubt, and thought it could 
not reasonably be denied that those Churches must have 
preserved apostolic Christianity in a pure and incorrupt 
form. The proof that the Church had always held fast by 
apostolic Christianity depended on the agreement in doctrine 
between the other communities and these. 3 But Irenaeus as 
well as Tertullian felt that a special demonstration was needed 
to show that the Churches founded by the Apostles had really 
at all times faithfully preserved their genuine teaching. General 
considerations, as, for instance, the notion that Christianity would 
otherwise have temporarily perished, or " that one event among 
many is as good as none; but when one and the same feature 
is found among many, it is not an aberration but a tradition" 
(" Nullus inter multos eventus unus est . . . quod apud multos unum 

1 Hatch, Organisation of the early Christian Church, 1883. Harnack, Die Lehre 
<ier zwolf Apostel, 1884. Sohm, Kirchenrecht, Vol. I. 1892. 

2 Marcion was the only one who did not claim to prove his Christianity from 
traditions inasmuch as he rather put it in opposition to tradition. This disclaimer 
of Marcion is in keeping with his renunciation of apologetic proof, whilst, conversely, 
in the Church the apologetic proof, and the proof from tradition adduced against 
the heretics, were closely related. In the one case the truth of Christianity was 
proved by showing that it is the oldest religion, and in the other the truth of 
ecclesiastical Christianity was established from the thesis that it is the oldest 
Christianity, viz., that of the Apostles. 

3 See Tertullian, de prsescr. 20, 21, 32. 
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invenitur, non est erratum sed traditum") and similar ones which 
Tertullian does not fail to mention, were not sufficient. But 
the dogmatic conception that the ecclesice (ox ecclesia) are the 
abode of the Holy Spirit, l was incapable of making any impres- 
sion on the heretics, as the correct application of this theory 
was the very point in question. To make their proof more 
precise Tertullian and Irenaeus therefore asserted that the 
Churches guaranteed the incorruptness of the apostolic inheritance, 
inasmuch as they could point to a chain of "elders," or, in 
other words, an "ordo episcoporum per successionem ab initio 
decurrens," which was a pledge that nothing false had been 
mixed up with it. 2 This thesis has quite as many aspects as 
the conception of the " Elders,' ' e.g., disciples of the Apostles, 
disciples of the disciples of the Apostles, bishops. It partly 

1 This theory is maintained by Irenaeus and Tertullian, and is as old as the 
association of the xytoi \x.*Knalot and the irvevpat etytov. Just for that reason the 
distinction they make between Churches founded by the Apostles and those of 
later origin is of chief value to themselves in their arguments against heretics. 
This distinction, it may be remarked, is clearly expressed in Tertullian alone. 
Here, for example, it is of importance that the Church of Carthage derives its 
"authority" from that of Rome (de praescr. 36). 

3 Tertull., de praescr. 32 (see p. 19). Iren., HI. 2.2: "Cum autem ad earn iterum 
traditionem, quae est ab apostolis, quae per successiones presbyterorum in ecclesiis 
custoditur, provocamus eos, etc." III. 3. 1: "Traditionem itaque apostolorum in toto 
mundo manifestatam in omni ecclesia adest perspicere omnibus qui vera velint 
videre, et habemus annumerare eos, qui ab apostolis instituti sunt episcopi in ec- 
clesiis et successiones eorum usque ad nos . . . valde enim perfectos in omnibus eos 
volebant esse, quos et successores relinquebant, suum ipsorum locum magisterii 
tradentes . . . traditio Romanae ecclesiae, quam habet ab apostolis, et annuntiata 
hominibus fides per successiones episcoporum perveniens usque ad nos." III. 3. 4, 
4. 1: "Si de aliqua modica quaestione disceptatio esset, nonne oporteret in anti- 
quissimas recurrere ecclesias, in quibus apostoli conversati sunt . . . quid autem si 
neque apostoli quidem scripturas reliquissent nobis, nonne oportebat ordinem sequi 
traditionis, quam tradiderunt iis, quibus committebant ecclesias? " IV. 33. 8 : " Character 
corporis Christi secundum successiones episcoporum, quibus apostoli earn quae in 
unoquoque loco est ecclesiam tradiderunt, quae pervenit usque ad nos, etc." V. 20. 1 : 
"Omnes enim ii valde posteriores sunt quam episcopi, quibus apostoli tradiderunt 
ecclesias." IV. 26. 2 : " Quapropter eis, qui in ecclesia sunt, presbyteris obaudire 
oportet, his qui successionem habent ab apostolis; qui cum episcopatus successione 
charisma veritatis certum secundum placitum patris acceperunt." IV. 26.5: "Ubi 
igitur charismata domini posita sunt, ibi discere oportet veritatem, apud quos est 
ea quae est ab apostolis ecclesiae successio." The declaration in Luke X. 16 was 
already applied by Irenaeus (HI. praef.) to the successors of the Apostles. 
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preserves a historic and partly assumes a dogmatic character. 
The former aspect appears in the appeal made to the foundation 
of Churches by Apostles, and in the argument that each series 
of successors were faithful disciples of those before them and there- 
fore ultimately of the Apostles themselves. But no historical con- 
sideration, no appeal to the "Elders " was capable of affording the 
assurance sought for. Hence even in Irenaeus the historical view of 
the case had clearly changed into a dogmatic one. This, however, 
by no means resulted merely from the controversy with the 
heretics, but was quite as much produced by the altered consti- 
tution of the Church and the authoritative position that the 
bishops had actually attained. The idea was that the Elders, 
i.e., the bishops, had received "cum episcopatus successione 
certum veritatis charisma," that is, their office conferred on them 
the apostolic heritage of truth, which was therefore objectively 
attached to this dignity asackarism. This notion of the transmis- 
sibility of the charism of truth became associated with the epis- 
copal office after it had become a monarchical one, exercising 
authority over the Church in all its relations; 1 and after the 
bishops had proved themselves the strongest supports of the 
communities against the attacks of the secular power and of 



1 For details on this point see my edition of the Didache, Proleg., p. 140. As 
die regula fidei has its preparatory stages in the baptismal confession, and the New 
Testament in the collection of writings read in the Churches, so the theory that 
the bishops receive and guarantee the apostolic heritage of truth has its preparatory 
stage in the old idea that God has bestowed on the Church Apostles, prophets, 
and teachers, who always communicate his word in its full purity. The functions 
of these persons devolved by historical development upon the bishop; but at the 
same time it became more and more a settled conviction that no one in this latter 
period could be compared with the Apostles. The only true Christianity, however, 
was that which was apostolic and which could prove itself to be so. The natural 
result of the problem which thus arose was the theory of an objective transference 
of the charisma veritatis from the Apostles to the bishops. This notion preserved 
the unique personal importance of the Apostles, guaranteed the apostolicity, that 
is, the truth of the Church's faith, and formed a dogmatic justification for the 
authority already attained by the bishops. The old idea that God bestows his Spirit 
on the Church, which is - therefore the holy Church, was ever more and more 
transformed into the new notion that the bishops receive this Spirit, and that it 
appears in their official authority. The theory of a succession of prophets, which 
can be proved to have existed in Asia Minor, never got beyond a rudimentary 
form and speedily disappeared. 
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heresy. 1 In Irenaeus and Tertullian, however, we only -find the 
first, traces of this new theory. The old notion, which regarded 
the Churches as possessing the heritage of the Apostles insofar 
as they possess the Holy Spirit, continued to exercise a powerful 
influence on these writers, who still united the new dogmatic 
view with a historical one, at least in controversies with the 
heretics. Neither Irenaeus, nor Tertullian in his earlier writings, 2 
asserted that the transmission of the charisma veritatis to the 
bishops had really invested them with the apostolic office in its 
full sense. They had indeed, according to Irenaeus, received the 
" locum magisterii apostolorum " (" place of government of the 
Apostles"), but nothing more. It is only the later writings of 
Tertullian, dating from the reigns of Caracalla and Heliogabalus, 
which show that the bishop of Rome, who must have had 
imitators in this respect, claimed for his office the full authority 
of the apostolic office. Both Calixtus and his rival Hippolytus 
described themselves as successors of the Apostles in the full 
sense of the word, and claimed for themselves in that capacity 
much more than a mere guaranteeing of the purity of Christianity. 
Even Tertullian did not question this last mentioned attribute 
of the bishops. 3 Cyprian found the theory already in existence, 
but was the first to develop it definitely and to eradicate every 

1 This theory must have been current in the Roman Church before the time 
when Irenaeus wrote; for the list of Roman bishops, which we find in [Irenaeus and 
which he obtained from Rome, must itself be considered as a result of that dogmatic 
theory. The first half of the list must have been concocted, as there were no 
monarchical bishops in the strict sense in the first century (see my treatise: "Die 
altesten christlichen Datirungen und die Anfange einer bischoflichen Chronographie 
in Rom." in the report of the proceedings of the Royal Prussian Academy of 
Science, 1892, p. 617 fl). We do not know whether such lists were drawn up so 
early in the other churches of apostolic origin (Jerusalem?). Not till the beginning 
of the 3rd century have we proofs of that being done, whereas the Roman com- 
munity, as early as Soter's time, had a list of bishops giving the duration of each 
episcopate. Nor is there any evidence before the 3rd century of an attempt to invent 
such a list for Churches possessing no claim to have been founded by Apostles. 

2 We do not yet find this assertion in Tertullian's treatise "de praescr." 

3 Special importance attaches to Tertullian's treatise "de pudicitia," which has 
not been sufficiently utilised to explain the development of the episcopate and the 
pretensions at that time set up by the Roman bishop. It shows clearly that Ca- 
lixtus claimed for himself as bishop the powers and rights of the Apostles in their 
full extent, and that Tertullian did not deny that the "doctrina apostolorum'' was 
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remnant of the historical argument in its favour. The conception 

of the Church was thereby subjected to a further transformation. 

(2) The transformation of the idea of the Church by Cyprian 

completed the radical changes that had been gradually taking 

inherent in his office, but merely questioned the "potestas apostolorum." It is very 
significant that Tertullian (c. 21) sneeringly addressed him as "apostolice" and 
reminded him that "ecclesia spiritus, non ecclesia numerus episcoporum." What 
rights Calixtus had already claimed as belonging to the apostolic office may be 
ascertained from Hippol. Philos.IX. 11. 12. But the introduction to the Philosophoumena 
proves that Hippolytus himself was at one with his opponent in supposing that 
the bishops, as successors of the Apostles, had received the attributes of the latter: 
Txq xtps<ruQ Hrepo$ obx s^sy^si, $ rd tv lxK\y<rtct irxpxSodh xytov irvstipx, oZ 
rvx6vrt$ irp6rtpoi 01 an 6<r to hoi (j.st€$o<txv roi$ bpQ£$ ict7rivrtvx6o'iv uviffJts7Q$tx$oxot 
rvy%&vovrt$ rifc rt xvrfa %xpiro$ (jlstsxovtsg xp%itpxrtix<i rs xxi $t$x<rxxAta<; xxi 
(ppovpot rfJQ \xxhwix% te\oyi<ry.ivoi bvx btybxhiify vt/o-T^fcpsv, bv$l A6yov bpdov 
a-twir&ptsv, x.t.a. In these words we have an immense advance beyond the conception 
of Irenaeus. This advance, of course, was first made in practice, and the corresponding 
theory followed. How gready the prestige and power of the bishops had increased 
in the first 3rd part of the 3rd century may be seen by comparing the edict of Maxi- 
minus Thrax with the earlier ones (Euseb., H. E. VI. 28; see also the genuine 
Martyr. Jacobi, Mariani, etc., in Numidia c. 10 [Ruinart, Acta mart. p. 272 edit. 
Ratisb.]): "Nam ita inter se nostra religionis gradus artifex saevitia diviserat, ut 
laicos clericis separatos tentationibus saeculi et terroribus suis putaret esse cessuros" 
that is, the heathen authorities also knew that the clergy formed the bond of union in 
the Churches). But the theory that the bishops were successors of the Apostles, that 
is, possessed the apostolic office, must be considered a Western one which was 
very slowly and gradually adopted in the East. Even in the original of the first six 
books of the Apostolic Constitutions, composed about the end of the 3rd century, 
which represents the bishop as mediator, king, and teacher of the community, the 
episcopal office is not yet regarded as the apostolic one. It is rather presbyters, as 
in Ignatius, who are classed with the Apostles. It is very important to note that 
the whole theory of the significance of the bishop in determining the truth of 
ecclesiastical Christianity is completely unknown to Clement of Alexandria. As we 
have not the slightest evidence that his conception of the Church was of a hi- 
erarchical and anti-heretical type, so he very rarely mentions the ecclesiastical 
officials in his works and rarest of all the bishops. These do not at all belong to his 
conception of the Church, or at least only in so far as they resemble the English 
orders (cf. Peed. III. 12. 97, presbyters, bishops, deacons, widows; Strom. VII. 1. 3; 
III. 12. 90, presbyters, deacons, laity; VI. 13. 106, presbyters, deacons; VI. 13. 107, 
bishops, presbyters, deacons ; Quis dives 42, bishops and presbyters). On the Other 
hand, according to Clement, the true Gnostic has an office like that of the Apostles. 
See Strom. VI. 13. 106, 107: 'ifyvrtv oZv xxi vvv rxi$ xvpixxxts evxa-xvjo'xvrxQ 
gvTcA«7$ xxrx rd evxyyeMov rs^sicut; fiwexvrxs xxi yvoorrix&s ett; tijv Ix^oy^v rSv 
XToo-rfatev lyypxfyvivxi. o%ro% , Kpzv$6r*p6% sa-ri t$ '6vri r%% exxAya-fxe xxi h'xxovoQ 
xAy&ijQ rfc roC $bo0 povkfagwe. Here we see plainly that the servants of the earthly 
Church, as such, have nothing to do with the true Church and the heavenly hierarchy). 
Strom. VII. 9, 52 says: the true Gnostic is the mediator with God. In Strom. VI. 
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place from the last half of the second century. ! In order to. 
understand them it is necessary to go back. It was only with 
slowness and hesitation that the theories of the Church followed 
the actual changes in her history. It may be said that the idea 
of the Church always remained a stage behind the condition 
reached in practice. That may be seen in the whole course of 
the history of dogma up to the present day. 

The essential character of Christendom in its first period was 
a new holy life and a sure hope, both based on repentance 

14. 108; VII. 12. 77 we find the words: 6 ymo-rucbs oZro$ rvvsAdvrs hvelv rijv 
oexorrotoKviv faovciow avravxxXiipo7^ k.t.a. Clement could not have expressed him- 
self in this way. if the office of bishop had at that time been as much esteemed 
in the Alexandrian Church, of which he was a presbyter, as it was atRomeandin 
other Churches of the West (see Bigg I.e. 101). According to Clement the Gnostic 
as a teacher has the same significance as is possessed by the bishop in the West; 
and according to him we may speak of a natural succession of teachers, Origen 
in the main still held the same view as his predecessor. But numerous passages in 
his works and above all his own history shew that in his day the episcopate had 
become stronger in Alexandria also, and had begun to claim the same attributes 
and rights as in the West (see besides de princip. praef. 2: "servetur ecclesiastica 
praedicatio per successionis ordinem ab apostolis tradita et usque ad praesens in 
ecclesiis permanens: ilia sola credenda est Veritas, quae in nullo ab ecclesiastica et 
apostolica discordat traditione" — so in Rufinus, and in IV. 2. 2: roV x*v6voe 
tvi$ 'Iijo-off XptcroG n.otr'k diotSoxw r. onrovr6Kwv bvpxviov !xxAijfl7'«$). The state of 
things here is therefore exactly the same as in the case of the apostolic regulafidei 
and the apostolic canon of scripture. Clement still represents an earlier stage, whereas 
by Origen's time the revolution has been completed. Wherever this was so, the theory 
that the monarchical episcopate was based on apostolic institution was the natural 
result. This idea led to the assumption — which, however, was not an immediate 
consequence in all cases— that the apostolic office, and therefore the authority of 
Jesus Christ himself, was continued in the episcopate: "Manifesta est sententia Iesu 
Christi apostolos suos mittentis et ipsis solis potestatem a patre sibi datam per- 
mittentis, quibus nos successimus eadem potestatex ecclesiam domini gubernantes et 
credentium fidem baptizantes (Hartel, Opp. Cypr. I. 459). 

1 See Rothe, Die Anfange der christlichen Kirche und ihrer Verfassung, 1837. 
Kostlin, Die Katholische Auffassung von der Kirche in ihrer ersten Ausbildung 
in the Deutsche Zeitschrift fur christliche Wissenschaft und christliches Leben, 
1855. Ritschl, Entstehung der altkatholischen Kirche," 2nd ed., 1857. Ziegler, 
Des Irenaus Lehre von der Autoritat der Schrift, der Tradition und der Kirche, 
1868. Hackenschmidt, Die Anfange des katholischen Kirchenbegriffs, 1874. 
Hatch — Harnack, Die Gesellschafts verfassung der christlichen Kirche im Alterthum, 
1883. Seeberg, Zur Geschichte. des Begriffs der Kirche, Dorpat, 1884. Soder, 
Der Begriff der Katholicitat der Kirche und des Glaubens, 1881. O. Ritschl, 
Cyprian von Karthago und die Verfassung der Kirche, 1885. (This contains the 
special literature treating of Cyprian's conception of the Church). Sohm, I.e. 
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towards God and faith in Jesus Christ and brought about by 
the Holy Spirit. Christ and the Church, that is, the Holy Spirit 
and the holy Church, were inseparably connected. The Church, 
or, in other words, the community of all believers, attains her 
unity through the Holy Spirit. This unity matiifeisted itself in 
brotherly love and in the common relation to a common ideal 
and a common hope. * The assembly of all Christians is realised 
in the Kingdom of God, viz., in heaven; on earth Christians 
and the Church are dispersed and in a foreign land. Hence, 
properly speaking, the Church herself is a heavenly community 
inseparable from the heavenly Christ. Christians believe that 
they belong to a real super-terrestrial commonwealth, which, from 
its very nature, cannot be realised on earth. The heavenly goal 
is not yet separated from the idea of the Church; there is a 
holy Church on earth in so far as heaven is her destination. 3 
Every individual congregation is to be an image of the heav- 
enly Church. 3 Reflections were no doubt made on the contrast 
between the empirical community and the heavenly Church 
whose earthly likeness it was to be (Hennas); but these 
did not affect the theory of the subject. Only the saints of 
God, whose salvation is certain, belong to her, for the essential 
thing is not to be called, but to be, a Christian. There 
was as yet no empirical universal Church possessing an out- 
ward legal title that could, so to speak, be detached from the 
personal Christianity of the individual Christian. 4 All the lofty 

1 See Hatch, I.e. pp. 191, 253. 

2 See vol. I. p. 150 f. Special note should be given to the teachings in the 
Shepherd, in the 2nd Epistle of Clement and in the A/$*%»f. 

8 This notion lies at the basis of the exhortations of Ignatius. He knows nothing 
of an empirical union of the different communities into one Church guaranteed by 
any law or office. The bishop is of importance only for the individual community, 
and has nothing to do with the essence of the Church; nor does Ignatius view 
the separate communities as united in any other way than by faith, charity, and 
hope. Christ, the invisible Bishop, and the Church are inseparably connected (ad 
Ephes. V. 15 as well as 2nd Clem. XIV.), and that is ultimately the same idea as 
is expressed in the associating of irveCpot and IxKhyeiot. But every individual 
community is an image of the heavenly Church, or at least ought to be. 

4 The expression "Catholic Church" appears first in Ignatius (ad Smyrn. VIII. 2) : 
iVet/ atv $m% 6 eirfoxoiro$ 1 lnet rh >KK%bo% 'ia-rw Uviesp faov %v % Xpta-roQ *I»ftf*o£/c> 
sitti jj KecQoMxij hiKhvitriot. But in this passage these words do not yet express a 
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designations which Paul, the so-called Apostolic Fathers, and 
Justin gathered from the Old Testament and applied to the 
Church, relate to the holy community which originates in heaveifc 
and returns thither. ' 

But, in consequence of the naturalising of Christianity in the 
world and the repelling of heresy, a formulated creed was made 
the basis of the Church. This confession was also recognised 
as a foundation of her unity and guarantee of her truth, and in 
certain respects as the main one. Christendom protected itself 
by this conception, though no doubt at a heavy price. To 
Irenaeus and Tertullian the Church rests entirely on the apostolic, 
traditional faith which legitimises her. 2 But this faith itself 
appeared as a law and aggregate of doctrines, all of which are 
of equally fundamental importance, so that their practical aim 
became uncertain and threatened to vanish (" fides in regula posita 
est, habet legem et salutem de observatione legis"). 

The Church herself, however, became a union based on the 
true doctrine and visible in it; and this confederation was at 
the same time enabled to realise an actual outward unity by 
means of the apostolic inheritance, the doctrinal confession, and 
the apostolic writings. The narrower and more external character 
assumed by the idea of the Church was concealed by the fact 
that, since the latter half of the second century, Christians in 

new conception of the Church, which represents her as an empirical common- 
wealth. Only the individual earthly communities exist empirically, and the universal, 
/>., the whole Church, occupies the same position towards these as the bishops of 
the individual communities do towards the Lord. The epithet "x«0oA/xrf$" does 
not of itself imply any secularisation of the idea of the Church. 

1 The expression " invisible Church " is liable to be misunderstood here, because 
it is apt to impress us as a mere idea, which is certainly not the meaning attached 
to it in the earliest period. 

2 It was thus regarded by Hegesippus in whom the expression "*j &/««•/$ rvj$ 
!xKAjf0-/*$" is first found. In his view the £xxAifo7« is founded on the 6pfa$ K6yo$ 
transmitted by the Apostles. The innovation does not consist in the emphasis laid 
upon faith, for the unity of faith was always supposed to be guaranteed by the 
possession of the one Spirit and the same hope, but in the setting up of a formulated 
creed, which resulted in a loosening of the connection between faith and conduct. 
The transition to the new conception of the Church was therefore a gradual one. 
The way is very plainly prepared for it in I Tim. III. 15: oJkoq QsoG exttJujO'iec, 
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all parts of the world had really . united in opposition to 
the state and "heresy", and had found compensation for the 
incipient decline of the original lofty thoughts and practical 
obligations in the consciousness of forming an oecumenical and 
international alliance. The designation "Catholic Church" gave 
expression to the claim of this world-wide union of the same faith 
to represent the true Church. l This expression corresponds to the 
powerful position which the "great Church" (Celsus), or the 

1 The oldest predicate which was given to the Church and which was always 
associated with it, was that of holiness. See the New Testament; Barn. XIV. 6; Hennas, 
Vis. I. 3, 4; I. 6; the Roman symbol; Dial." 1 19 ; Ignat. ad Trail, inscr.; Theophil., ad 
Autol., II. 14 (here we have even the plural, "holy churches"); Apollon. inEuseb, 
H. E. V. 18. 5; Tertull., adv. Marc. IV. 135 V. 4; de pudicit. 1 ; Mart. Polyc. inscr. ; 
Alexander Hieros. in Euseb., H. E. VI. 11. 5; Clemens Alex. ; Cornelius in Euseb., 
VI. 43. 6; Cyprian. But the holiness (purity) of the Church was already referred 
by Hegesippus (Euseb., H. E. IV. 22. 4) to its pure doctrine: ex&Aovv rtjv exxAyo-fav 
xxpMvor ofau yxp 'iQAccpro *ko*7q tixraieus. The unity of the Church according 
to Hegesippus is specially emphasised in the Muratorian Fragment (line 55); see 
also Hermas; Justin; Irenaeus; Tertullian, de praescr. 203 Clem. Alex., Strom. VII. 
17. 107. Even before Irenaeus and Tertullian the universality of the Church was 
emphasised for apologetic purposes. In so far as universality is a proof of truth, 
"universal" is equivalent to "orthodox." This signification is specially clear in 
expressions like: $ ev Zpupvy xecAoAsxtj Ixx^wict (Mart. Polyc. XVI. 2). From Irenaeus, 
III. 15, 2, we must conclude that the Valentinians called their ecclesiastical opponents 
"Catholics." The word itself is not yet found in Irenaeus, but the idea is there 
(see I. 10. 2; II. 9. 1, etc., Serapiori in Euseb., H. E. V. 19: ir&vet y ev x6$pta 
xdsKQdrw). Kx$oAtx6<; is found as a designation of the orthodox, visible Church 
in Mart. Polyc. inscr.: al xotrk irdvrx t6xov rfc *yict$ xxt xx9oAsxfj$ ixxAsfo-/*; 
xoLpoixiou\ 19. 2 ; 16. 2 (in all these passages, however, it is probably an inter- 
polation, as I have shown in the "Expositor" for Dec. 1885, p. 410 f.); in the 
Muratorian Fragment 61, 66, 69; in the anonymous writer in Euseb., H. E. V. 16.9. 
in Tertull. frequently, *.£•., de praescr. 26, 30; adv. Marc. III. 22: IV. 4; in Clem. 
Alex., Strom. VII. 17. 106, 107; in Hippol. Philos. IX. 12; in Mart. Pionii 2, 9, 
13, 19; in Cornelius in Cypr., epp. 49. 2 ; and in Cyprian. The expression " catholica 
traditio" occurs in Tertull., de monog. 2, "fides catholica" in Cyprian ep. 25, 
"x*v&v KtcQoAixtc." in the Mart. Polyc. rec. Mosq. fin. and Cypr. ep. 70. 1, "cath- 
olica fides et religio" in the Mart. Pionii 18. In the earlier Christian literature the 
word xoAoKix6$ occurs in various connections in the following passages : in fragments 
of the Peratae (Philos. V. 16), and in Herakleon, *.£*., in Clement, Strom. IV. 9. 715 
in Justin, Dial., 81, 102 ; Athenag., 27 ; Theophil., I. 13 ; Pseudojustin, de monarch. I, 
{xoAoK. U%*)\ Iren., III. 11, 8; Apollon. in Euseb., H.E. IV. 18. 5, Tertull., de 
fuga 3; adv. Marc. II. 17; IV. 9; Clement, Strom., IV. 15. 97; VI. 6.47; 7. 57^.67. 
The addition "catholicam" found its way into the symbols of the West only at a 
comparatively late period. The earlier expressions for the whole of Christendom are 
TC&a-xt xl hxxAtfo-ixi, \xxty9i0u xetrk tt&vxv WA<v, exxAqo-t'ou atihv xoVpqi, xivQ* ovp&vov, etc 
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"old" Church (Clemens Alex.) had attained by the end of the 
second century, as compared with the Marcionite Church, the 
school sects, the Christian associations of all lands, and the 
independent Christians. This Church, however, was declared 
to be apostolic, i. e., founded in its present form by Christ 
through the Apostles. Through this idea, which was supported 
by the old enthusiastic notion that the Apostles had already 
proclaimed the Gospel to all the world, it came to be completely 
forgotten how Christ and his Apostles had exercised their 
ministry, and an empirical conception of the Church was created 
in which the idea of a holy life in the Spirit could no longer 
be the ruling one. It was taught that Christ received from 
God a law of faith, which, as a new lawgiver, he imparted to 
the Apostles, and that they, by transmitting the truth of which 
they were the depositaries, founded the one Catholic Church 
(Iren. III. 4. 1). The latter, being guardian of the apostolic 
heritage, has the assurance of possessing the Spirit ; whereas 
all communities other than herself, inasmuch as they have not 
received that deposit, necessarily lack the Spirit and are there- 
fore separated from Christ and salvation. l Hence one must be 
a member of this Church in order to be a partaker of salvation, 
because in her alone one can find the creed which must be 
recognised as the condition of redemption. 2 Consequently, in 
proportion as the faith became a doctrine of faith, the Catholic 
Church interposed herself as an empiric power between the 
individual and salvation. She became a condition of salvation; 

t Very significant is Tertullian's expression in adv. Val. 4 : "Valentinusdeecclesia 
authenticae regulae abrupit," (but probably this still refers specially to the Roman 
Church). 

3 Tertullian called the Church mother (in Gal. IV. 26 the heavenly Jerusalem is 
called "mother"); see de orat. 2 : "ne mater quidem ecclesia praeteritur", de monog. 7; 
adv. Marc. V. 4 (the author of the letter in Euseb., H. E. V. 2. 7, 1.45, had already 
done this before him). In the African Church the symbol was thus worded soon 
after Tertullian's time: "credis in remissionem peccatorum et vitam aeternam per 
sanctam ecclesiam" (see Hahn, Bibliothek der Symbole, 2nd ed. p. 29 ff.) On 
the other hand Clement of Alexandria (Strom. VI. 16. 146) rejected the designation 
of the Church, as "mother": y^r^p $e ovx, #« rtve$ eK$g$6xao-sv, $ skx^o-icc, iAA' 
M Qef* yvurtQ xcci m vofyiu (there is a different idea in Pasd. I. 5. 21 and 6. 42: 
fi^nip Traptevof exxAtjvfatv spot $/Aov «wtijv x«A*7v). In. the Acta Justini c. 4 the 
faith is named "mother." 
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but the result was that she ceased to be a sure communion of 
the saved and of saints (see on this point the following chapter)* 
It was quite a logical proceeding when about the year 220 
Calixtus, a Roman bishop, started the theory that there must 
be wheat and tares in the Catholic Church and that the Ark 
of Noah with its clean and unclean beasts was her type. l The 
departure from the old idea of the Church appears completed 
in this statement. But the following facts must not be over- 
looked : — First, the new conception of the Church was not 
yet a hierarchical one. Secondly, the idea of the union and 
unity of all believers found here magnificent expression. 
Thirdly, the development of the communities into one solid 
Church also represents the creative power of the Christian 
spirit. Fourthly, through the consolidation effected in the 
Church by the rule of faith the Christian religion was in some 
measure preserved from enthusiastic extravagancies and arbitrary 
misinterpretation. Fifthly, in consequence of the regard for a 
Church founded on the doctrine of faith the specific significance 
of redemption by Christ, as distinguished from natural religion 
and that of the Old Testament, could no longer be lost to 
believers. Sixthly, the independence of each individual com- 
munity had a wide scope not only at the end of the second 
but also in the third century. * Consequently, though the 
revolution which led to the Catholic Church was a result of the 
situation of the communities in the world in general and of the 
struggle with the Gnostics and Marcion in particular, and though 
it was a fatal error to identify the Catholic and apostolic 
Churches, this change did not take place without an exalting 
of the Christian spirit and an awakening of its self-consciousness. 
But there was never a time in history when the conception 
of the Church, as nothing else than the visible communion of 
those holding the correct apostolic doctrine, was clearly grasped 
or exclusively emphasised. In Irenaeus and Tertullian we 
rather find, on the one hand, that the old theory of the 

1 Hippol. Philos. IX. 12 p. 460. 

3 The phraseology of Irenaeus is very instructive here. As a rule he still speaks 
of Churches (in the plural) when he means the empirical Church. It is already 
otherwise with Tertullian, though even with him the old custom still lingers. 
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Church was still to a great extent preserved and, on the other, 
that the hierarchical notion was already making its appearance. 
As to the first point, Irenaeus frequently asserts that the Spirit 
and the Church, that is, the Christian people, are inseparable; 
that the Spirit in divers ways continually effects whatever she 
needs ; that she is the totality of all true believers, that all the 
faithful have the rank of priests; that outside the holy Church 
there is no salvation, etc. ; in fact these doctrines form the very 
essence of his teaching. But, since she was also regarded as 
the visible institution for objectively preserving and commun- 
icating the truth, and since the idea of the Church in contra- 
distinction to heresy was necessarily exhausted in this as far 
as Irenaeus was concerned, the old theories of the matter could 
not operate correctively, but in the end only served to glorify 
the earthly Catholic Church. 1 The proposition that truth is 
only to be found in the Church and that she and the Holy 
Spirit are inseparable must be understood in Irenaeus as already 
referring to the Catholic Church in contradistinction to every 
other calling itself Christian. * As to the second point, it can- 
not be denied that, though Irenaeus desires to maintain that 
the only essential part of the idea of the Church is the fact of 
her being the depository of the truth, he was no longer able 
to confine himself to this (see above). The episcopal succes- 
sion and the transmission to the bishops of the tnagisterium of 
the Apostles were not indeed of any direct importance to his 
idea of the Church, but they were of consequence for the 
preservation of truth and therefore indirectly for the idea of 
the Church also. To Irenaeus, however, that theory was still 

1 The most important passages bearing on this are II. 31. 3:111. 24. 1 (see 
the whole section, but especially: "in ecclesia posuit deus universam operationem 
spiritus; cuius non sunt participes omnes qui non concurrunt ad ecclesiam . . . ubi 
enim ecclesia, ibi et spiritus dei, et ubi spiritus dei, illic ecclesia et omnis gratia"); 

III. 11. 8: vruK.0% Koci vrvipiyiiot Ixxkwieui rh thayyiKiov kxi flrvftf/u* f «fa : IV. 8. 1 : 
" semen Abrahae ecclesia "., IV. 8. 3 : " omnes iusti sacerdotalem habent ordinem " ; 

IV. 36. 2:"ubique praeclara est ecclesia; ubique enim sunt qui suscipiuntspiri turn''; 

IV. 33. 7: gxxAjf<r/« payee xect 'ivdofyv <r 3fj.ee roG XptvroG ; IV. 26. I sq. : V. 20. I* : V. 32. : 

V. 34. 3., " Levitse et sacerdotes sunt discipuli omnes domini." 

3 Hence the repudiation of all those who separate themselves from the Catholic 
Church (III. 11. 9; 24. i:IV. 26. 2; 33. 7). 



Digitized by CjOOQlC 



Chap, ii.] IDEA OF THE CHURCH 79 

nothing more than an artificial line; but artificial lines are really 
supports and must therefore soon attain the value of found- 
ations. * Tertullian's conception of the Church was essentially 
the same as that of Irenaeus; but with the former the ideathat 
she is the outward manifestation of the Spirit, and therefore a 
communion of those who are spiritual, at all times continued to 
operate more powerfully than with the latter. In the last period 
of his life Tertullian emphasised this theory so vigorously that 
the Antignostic idea of the Church being based on the " traditio 
unius sacramenti" fell into the background. Consequently we 
find nothing more than traces of the hierarchical conception of 
the Church in Tertullian. But towards the end of his life he 
found himself face to face with a fully developed theory of this 
"kind. This he most decidedly rejected, and, in doing so, 
advanced to such a conception of ecclesiastical orders, and 
therefore also of the episcopate, as clearly involved him in a 
contradiction of the othpr theory — which he also never gave 
up — viz., that the bishops, as the class which transmits the rule 
of faith, are an apostolic institution and therefore necessary to 
the Church. 2 

1 On IV. 33. 7 see Seeberg, I.e., p. 20, who has correctly punctuated the passage, 
but has weakened its force. The fact that Irenaeus was here able to cite 
the "antiquus ecclesiae status in uni verso mundo et character corporis Christi 
secundum successiones episcoporum", etc., as a second and independent item along- 
side of the apostolic doctrine is, however, a proof that the transition from the idea 
of the Church, as a community united by a common faith, to that of a hierarchical 
institution was already revealing itself in his writings. 

2 The Church as a communion of the same faith, that is of the same doctrine, 
is spoken of in de praescr. 20; de virg. vol. 2. On the other hand we find the 
ideal spiritual conception in de bapt. 6 : " ubi tres, id est pater et filius et spiritus 
sanctus, ibi ecclesia, quae trium corpus est"; 8: " columba s. spiritus ad volat, pacem 
dei adferens, emissa de ccelis, ubi ecclesia est area figurata"; 15: "unus deus et 
unum baptismum et una ecclesia in ccelis" ; de paenit. 10 : "in uno et altero ecclesia 
est, ecclesia vero Christus " ; de orat. 28 : " nos sumus veri adoratores et veri sacer- 
dotes, qui spiritu orantes spiritu sacrificamus ; " Apolog. 39 ; de exhort 7 : "difFer- 
entiam inter ordinem et plebem constituit ecclesiae auctoritas et honor per ordinis 
consessum sanctincatus. Adeo ubi ecclesiastici ordinis non est consessus, et offers 
et Unguis et sacerdos es tibi solus. Sed ubi tres, ecclesia est, licet laici " (the same 
idea, only not so definitely expressed, is already found in de bapt 17); de monog. 7 : 
"nos autem Iesus summus sacerdos sacerdotes deo patri suo fecit... vivit unicus 
pater noster deus et mater ecclesia, . . certe sacerdotes sumus a Christo vocati " : 
12; de pudic. 21: "nam et ipsa ecclesia proprie et principaliter ipse est spiritus, in 
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From the disquisitions of Clement of Alexandria we see how- 
vigorous the old conception of the Church, as the heavenly 
communion of the elect and believing, still continued to be 
about the year 200. This will not appear strange after what we 
have already said as to Clement's views about the rule of faith, 
the New Testament, and the episcopate. It is evident that his 
philosophy of religion led him to give a new interpretation to 
the original ideas. Yet the old form of these notions can be 
more easily made out from his works than from those of Irenaeus. l 
Up to the 1 5th Chapter of the 7th Book of his great work, the 
Stromateis, and in the Paedagogus, Clement simply speaks of 
the Church in the sense of the Epistle to the Ephesians and 
the Shepherd of Hermas. She' is a heavenly formation, continued 
in that which appears on earth as her image. Instead of 
distinguishing two Churches Clement sees one, the product of 
God's will aiming at the salvation of man — a Church which is 
to be on earth as it is in heaven, and of which faith forms the 
subjective and the Logos the objective bond of union. But, 
beginning with Strom. VII. 15 (see especially 17), where he is 
influenced by opposition to the heretics, he suddenly identifies 
this Church with the single old Catholic one, that is, with the 
visible "Church" in opposition to the heretic sects. Thus the 
empirical interpretation of the Church, which makes her the 
institution in possession of the true doctrine, was also completely 
adopted by Clement; but as yet he employed it simply in 
polemics and not in positive teachings. He neither reconciled 
nor seemingly felt the contradiction in the statement that the 
Church is to be at one and the same time the assembly of the 
elect and the empiric universal Church. At any rate he made 

quo est trinitas unius divinitatis, pater et filius et spiritus sanctus. Illam ecclesiam 
congregat quam dominus in tribus posuit. Atque ita exinde etiam numerus omnis 
qui in hanc fidem conspiraverint ecclesia ab auctore et consecratore censetur. Et 
ideo ecclesia quidem delicta donabit, sed ecclesia spiritus per spiritalem hominem, 
non ecclesia numerus episcoporum"; de anima n, 21. Contradictions in detail 
need not surprise us in Tertullian, since his whole position as a Catholic and 
as a Montanist is contradictory. 

1 The notion that the true Gnostic can attain the same position as the Apostles 
also preserved Clement from thrusting the ideal conception of the Church into 
the background. 
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as yet no unconditional acknowledgment of the Catholic Church, 
because he was still able to attribute independent value to 
Gnosis, that is, to independent piety as he understood it. * 
Consequently, as regards the conception of the Church, the 
mystic Gnosis exercised the same effect as the old religious 
enthusiasm from which in other respects it differs so much. 3 
The hierarchy has still no significance as far as Clement's idea 
of the Church is concerned. s At first Origen entirely agrees 
with Clement in regard to this conception. He also starts with 
the theory that the Church is essentially a heavenly communion 
and a holy communion of believers, and keeps this idea con- 
stantly before him. 4 When opposing heretics, he also, like Clem- 
ent, cannot help identifying her with the Catholic Church, 
because the latter contains the true doctrine, though he likewise 

1 Some very significant remarks are found in Clement about the Church which 
is the object of faith. See Psed. I. 5. 18, 21 ; 6. 27 : «&$ yap ri Ma^ix roG QtoG 
epyqv ivr} xai toGto *6<r{io$ bvop&ZtTat, oVru xai to fiodhypa abroG Mpuiruv err) 
rwypiot, Kstt roGro \xxKwia xsk^txi— here an idea which Hennas had in his 
mind (see Vol. I., p. 180. note 4) is pregnantly and excellently expressed. Strom. 
II. 12. 55; IV. 8. 66: etx&v rifc obpavfov exxAtfpfa$ 4 hrfy&iOQ, dttirsp ebxtpeQaxai 
fart yfc yevMat t$ tfAstfta roG QeoG «$ Iv obpavfy ; IV. 26. 172: m Ixxkqvta fab 
Adyov avoAttpxyroe &Tvp£vvifTOQ t6Ai$ hc\ yffc, Uh^a $e7ov l«r< y{fc, «$ h obpavfy] 
VI. 13. 106, 107 ; VI. 14. 108 : ^ uvut&tqo txxKwia* xa&* fjv 61 <ptA6<ro<pot <rvv&- 
yovrat roG ®f oG ; VII. 5. 29: *•#$ oh xvpfa$ rjfv «$ rifi^v roG GtoG xar* evtyvaxrtv 
ayfxv yevoftivyv Ixxhwtav tipbv ocv "iiyrotpsv 0eoG rd iroAhoG &%tov . . . bv yap vGv 
rlv rfaov, &AAa r$ Mpoiepa rSlv IxAtxr&v exxAyrfav xaA&\ VII. 6. 32; VII. 11.68: 
if . wvtvfjLetTixii exxAyrfa. The empirical conception of the Church is most clearly 
formulated in VII. 17. 107; we may draw special attention to the following sen- 
tences : Qxvepbv olfiou ysyerfrQat fiixv sheet tijv aAyQfj exxAyrfav tijv rtji '6vrt &px&*av t 
*J$ ffv 6t xxra irp6te9iv dfxxtoi gyxaraAsyovrxt, ivbq yap '6vto$ roG GsoG xai §vb$ 
roG xvp/ov . . . rfj yoGv roG ivbq (pfoti vvyxAypoGrxi IxxAyvfx y pfx, fjv et$ ToAAa$ 
xararSfcvitv fita^ovrat aipivtt$. 

8 It may, however, be noted that the old eschatological aim has fallen into the 
background in Clement's conception of the Church. 

8 A significance of this kind is suggested by the notion that the orders in the 
earthly Church correspond to those in the heavenly one ; but this idea, which after- 
wards became so important in the East, was turned to no further account by 
Clement. In his view the "Gnostics" are the highest stage in the Church. See 
Bigg, l.c, p. 100. 

4 De princip. IV. 2. 2 : ij obp&vtoq lxxAyvia\ Horn. IX. in Exod. c. 3: "ecclesia 
credentium plebs" ; Horn. XL in Lev. c. 5 ; Horn. VI. in Lev. c. 5 ; ibid. Horn. IX. : " omni 
ecclesiae dei et credentium populo sacerdotium datum.": T.XIV. inMt. c. 17 :c. Cels. 
VI. 48 : VI. 79; Horn. VII. in Lk.; and de orat. 31 a twofold Church is distinguished 

6 
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refrains from acknowledging any hierarchy. ! But Origen is 
influenced by two further considerations, which are scarcely 
hinted at in Clement, but which were called forth by the 
actual course of events and signified a further development in 
the idea of the Church. For, in the first place, Origen saw 
himself already compelled to examine closely the distinction 
between the essence and the outward appearance of the Church, 
and, in this process, reached results which again called in 
question the identification of the Holy Church with the empiric 
Catholic one (see on this point the following chapter). Secondly, 
in consequence of the extraordinary extension and powerful 
position attained by the Catholic Church by the time of Philip 
the Arabian, Origen, giving a new interpretation to a very old 
Christian notion and making use of a Platonic conception, 2 
arrived at the idea that she was the earthly Kingdom of God, 
destined to enter the world, to absorb the Roman Empire and 
indeed all mankind, and to unite and take the place of the 
various secular states. * This magnificent idea, which regards 
the Church as xoo-ftog tou xocftou, 4 denoted indeed a complete 
departure from the original theory of the subject, determined 
by eschatological considerations; though we must not forget 

. (fore shcu l*i r&v dy/aiv <rvvxdpoi^ofjt.svuv J<5rAi}v IxxAsfff/av rnv fikv avtipuwav, rijv ££ 
ityyekuv). Nevertheless Origen does not assume two Churches, but, like Clement, 
holds that there is only one, part of which is already in a state of perfection and 
part still on earth. But it is worthy of note that the ideas of the heavenly hierarchy 
are already more developed in Origen (de princip. I. 7). He adopted the old 
speculation about the origin of the Church (see Papias, fragm. 6 ; 2 Clem. XIV.). 
Socrates (H. E. III. 7) reports that Origen, in the 9th vol. of his commentary on 
Genesis, compared Christ with Adam and Eve with the Church, and remarks that 
Pamphilus' apology for Origen stated that this allegory was not new: bv irp&rov 
'Slptygvyv girt retvrtiv rifv xpotypxTtfctv gA0*7v $aw/v, iAAa rijv rifc IxxAifff/ag (tvr- 
rtxtjv ipwveVo'M Trotp&dao-iv. A great many more of these speculations are to be 
found in the 3rd century. See, e.g., the Acts of Peter and Paul 29. 

1 De princip. TV. 2. 2; Horn. III. in Jesu N. 5: "nemo tibi persuadeat, nemo 
semetipsum decipiat: extra ecclesiam nemo salvatur." The reference is to the 
Catholic Church which Origen also calls ro faov <r&px r&v rvvxyuyflv t%q \kkXv\<t'ix$. 

8 Hennas (Sim. I.) has spoken of the "city of God" (see also pseudo-Cyprian's 
tractate "de pascha computus"); but for him it lies in Heaven and is the complete 
contrast of the world. The idea of Plato here referred to is to be found in his Republic. 

3 See c. Cels. VIII. 68—75. 

4 Comment, in Joh. VI, 38. 
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that Origen still demanded a really holy Church and a new 
polity. Hence, as he also distinguishes the various degrees of 
connection with the Church, ! we already find in his theory a 
combination of all the features that became essential parts of 
the conception of the Church in subsequent times, with the 
exception of the clerical element. a 

3. The contradictory notions of the Church, for so they appear 
to us, in Irenaeus and Clement and still more in Tertullian and 
Origen, need not astonish any one who bears in mind that none 
of these Fathers made the Church the subject of a theological 
theory. 3 Hence no one as yet thought of questioning the old 
article: "I believe in a holy Church/ ' But, at the same time, 
actual circumstances, though they did not at first succeed in 
altering the Church's belief, forced her to realise her changed 
position, for she had in point of fact become an association 
which was founded on a definite law of doctrine and rejected 
everything that did not conform to it. The identifying of this 
association with the ideal Church was a matter of course, 4 but 
it was quite as natural to take no immediate theoretical notice 
of the identification except in cases where it was absolutely 
necessary, that is, in polemics. In the latter case the unity of 
faith and hope became the unity of the doctrine of faith, and 
the Church was, in this instance, legitimised by the possession of 
the apostolic tradition instead of by the realising of that tradi- 
tion in heart and life. From the principle that had been set 

1 Accordingly he often speaks in a depreciatory way of the '6%a.oq rv^ skk^o-ioc^ 
(the ignorant) without accusing them of being unchristian (this is very frequent in 
the books c. Cels., but is also found elsewhere). 

2 Origen, who is Augustine's equal in other respects also, and who anticipated 
many of the problems considered by the latter, anticipated prophetically this Father's 
view of the City of God — of course as a hope (c. Cels. viii. 68 f.). The Church is also 
viewed as r$ Kecrk 0sov TroAirevfia in Euseb., H. E. V. Praef. § 4, and at an earlier 
period in Clement. 

* This was not done even by Origen, for in his great work "de principiis" 
we find no section devoted to the Church. 

4 It is frequently represented in Protestant writers that the mistake consisted in 
this identification, whereas, if we once admit this criticism, the defect is rather to be 
found in the development itself which took place in the Church, that is, in its 
secularisation. No one thought of the desperate idea of an invisible Church; this notion 
would probably have brought about a lapse from pure Christianity far more rap- 
idly than the. idea of the Holy Catholic Church. 
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up it necessarily followed that the apostolic inheritance on 
which the truth and legitimacy of the Church was based, could 
not but remain an imperfect court of appeal until living author- 
ities could be pointed to in this court, and until every possible 
cause of strife and separation was settled by reference to it. 
An empirical community cannot be ruled by a traditional written 
word, but only by persons; for the written law will always 
separate and split. If it has such persons, however, it can 
tolerate within it a great amount of individual differences, 
provided that the leaders subordinate the interests of the whole 
to their own ambition. We have seen how Irenaeus and 
Tertullian, though they in all earnestness represented the fides 
cdtholica and ecclesia catholica as inseparably connected, 1 were 
already compelled to have recourse to bishops in order to 
ensure the apostolic doctrine. The conflicts within the sphere 
of the rule of faith, the struggles with the so-called Montanism,. 
but finally and above all, the existing situation of the Church 
in the third century with regard to the world within her pale r 
made the question of organisation the vital one for her. Ter- 
tullian and Origen already found themselves face to face with 
episcopal claims of which they highly disapproved and which, in their 
own way, they endeavoured to oppose. It was again the Roman 
bishop 3 who first converted the proposition that the bishops are 
direct successors of the Apostles and have the same " locus magis- 
terii" ("place of government") into a theory which declares that 
all apostolic powers have devolved on the bishops and that these 
have therefore peculiar rights and duties in virtue of their office. s 
Cyprian added to this the corresponding theory of the Church- 

1 Both repeatedly and very decidedly declared that the unity of faith (the rule 
of faith) is sufficient for. the unity of the Church, and that in other things there- 
must be freedom (see above all Tertull., de orat, de bapt, and the Montanist 
writings). It is all the more worthy of note that, in the case of a question in 
which indeed the customs of the different countries were exceedingly productive- 
of confusion, but which was certainly not a matter of faith, it was again a bishop 
of Rome, and that as far back as the 2nd century, who first made the observance- 
of the Roman practice a condition of the unity of the Church and treated non- 
conformists as heterodox (Victor; see Euseb., H. E. V. 24). On the other hand 
Irenaeus says : m $i*$mix rfc vwtsikq Tjf v 6fi6voi*v rfc *7<7t*«s rvvforiio't. 

» On Calixtus see Hippolyt., Philos. IX. 12, and Tertull., de pudic. 

8 See on the other hand Tertull., de monog., but also Hippol., l.c. 
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In one decisive point, however, he did not assist the secularising 
process which had been completed by the Roman bishop, 
in the interest of Catholicity as well as in that of the 
Church's existence (see the following chapter). In the second 
half of the third century there were no longer any Churches, 
except remote communities, where the only requirement was to 
preserve the Catholic faith ; the bishops had to be obeyed. The 
idea of the one episcopally organised Church became the main 
one and overshadowed the significance of the doctrine of faith 
as a bond of unity. The Church based on the bishops^ the 
successors of the Apostles^ the vicegerents of God, is herself the 
legacy of the Apostles in virtue of this her foundation. This 
idea was never converted into a rigid theory in the East, 
though the reality to which it corresponded was not the less 
certain on that account. The fancy that the earthly hierarchy 
was the image of the heavenly was the only part that began 
to be taken in real earnest. In the West, on the other hand, 
circumstances compelled the Carthaginian bishop to set up a 
finished theory. * According to Cyprian, the Catholic Church, 
to which all the lofty predictions and predicates in the Bible 
apply (see Hartel's index under "ecclesia"), is the one institu- 
tion of salvation outside of which there is no redemption 

l _ Cyprian's idea of the Church, an imitation, of the conception of a political 
empire, viz., one great aristocratically governed state with an ideal head, is the 
result of the conflicts through which he passed. It is therefore first found ixk a 
complete form in the treatise "de unitate ecclesiae" and, above all, in his later 
epistles (Epp. 43 sq. ed. Hartel). The passages in which Cyprian defines the Church 
as "constituta in episcopo et in clero et in omnibus credentibus " date from an 
earlier period, when he himself essentially retained the old idea of the subject 
Moreover, he never regarded those elements as similar and of equal value. The 
limitation of the Church to the community ruled by bishops was the result of the 
Novattan crisis. The unavoidable necessity of excluding orthodox Christians from 
the ecclesiastical communion, or, in other words, the fact that such orthodox Christians 
had separated themselves from the majority guided by the bishops, led to the setting 
up of a new theory of the Church, which therefore resulted from stress of circum- 
stances just as much as the antignostic conception of the matter held by Irenaeus. 
Cyprian's notion of the relation between the whole body of the Church and the epis- 
copate may, however, be also understood as a generalisation of the old theory about the 
connection between the individual community and the bishop. This already contained 
an oecumenical element, for, in fact, every separate community was regarded as a 
copy of the one Church, and its bishop therefore as the representative of God (Christ). 
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(ep. 73. 21). She is this, moreover, not only as the community 
possessing the true apostolic faith, for this definition does not 
exhaust her conception, but as a harmoniously organised feder- 
ation. l This Church therefore rests entirely on the episcopate, 
which sustains her, 2 because it is the continuance of the apostolic 
office and is equipped with all the power of the Apostles. * 
Accordingly, the union of individuals with the Church, and 
therefore with Christ, is effected only by obedient dependence 
on the bishop, i.e. 9 such a connection alone makes one a member 
of the Church. But the unity of the Church, which is an 
attribute of equal importance with her truth, because this union 
is only brought about by love, * primarily appears in the unity 
of the episcopate. For, according to Cyprian, the episcopate has 
been from its beginning undivided and has continued to be 

1 We need only quote one passage here — but see also epp. 69. 3, 7 sq.: 70. 2: 
73. 8 — ep. 55. 24: "Quod vero ad Novatiani personam pertinet, scias nos primo 
in loco nee curiosos esse debere quid ille doceat, cum foris doceat; quisquis ille 
est et qualiscunque est, christianus non est, qui in Christi ecclesia non est." In the 
famous sentence (ep. 74. 7; de unit. 6): "habere non potest deum patrem qui 
ecclesiam non habet matrem," we must understand the Church held together by 
the sacramentum unitatis, i.e., by her constitution. Cyprian is fond of referring 
to Koran's faction, who nevertheless held the same faith as Moses. 

3 Epp. 4. 4 : 33. 1 : "ecclesia super episcopos constituta " ; 43. 5 : 45. 3: "unitatem 
a domino et per apostolos nobis successoribus traditam"; 46. 1 : 66. 8: " scire debes 
episcopum in ecclesia esse et ecclesiam in episcopo et si qui cum episcopo non sit 
in ecclesia non esse"; de unit. 4. 

• According to Cyprian the bishops are the sacerdotes xxr* efyxw and the 
indices vice Christi. See epp. 59. 5:66. 3 as well as c. 4: "Christus dicit ad 
apostolos ac per hoc ad omnes praepositos, qui apostolis vicaria ordinatione suc- 
cedunt: qui audit vos me audit." Ep. 3. 3: "dominus apostolos, *".*., episcopos 
elegit"; ep. 75. 16. 

4 That is a fundamental idea and in fact the outstanding feature of the treatise 
"de unitate". The heretics and schismatics lack love, whereas the unity of the 
Church is the product of love, this being the main Christian virtue. That is the 
ideal thought on which Cyprian builds his theory (see also epp. 45. 1 : 55. 24:69. 1 
and elsewhere), and not quite wrongly, in so far as his purpose was to gather and 
preserve, and not scatter. The reader may also recall the early Christian notion 
that Christendom should be a band of brethren ruled by love. But this love 
ceases to have any application to the case of those who are disobedient to the 
authority of the bishop and to Christians of the sterner sort. The appeal which 
Catholicism makes to love, even at the present day, in order to justify its secu- 
larised and tyrannical Church, turns in the mouth of hierarchical politicians into 
hypocrisy, of which one would like to acquit a man of Cyprian's stamp. 
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so in the Church, in so far as the bishops are appointed and 
guided by God, are on terms of brotherly intercourse and ex- 
change, and each bishop represents the whole significance of 
the episcopate. * Hence the individual bishops are no longer 
to be considered primarily as leaders of their special communi- 
ties, but as the foundation of the one Church. Each of these 
prelates, however, provided he keeps within the association of 
the bishops, preserves the independent right of regulating the 
circumstances of his own diocese. 2 But it also follows that 

1 Ep. 43. 5 : 55- 24: "episcopates unus episcoporum multorum concordi num- 
erositate diffusus"; de unit. 5: "episcopatus unus est, cuius a singulis in solidum 
pars tenetur." Strictly speaking Cyprian did not set up a theory that the bishops 
were directed by "the Holy Spirit, but in identifying Apostles and bishops and 
asserting the divine appointment of the latter he took for granted their special 
endowment with the Holy Spirit. Moreover, he himself frequently appealed to 
special communications he had received from the Spirit as aids in discharging his 
official duties. 

8 Cyprian did not yet regard uniformity of Church practice as a matter of 
moment — or rather he knew that diversities must be tolerated. In so far as the 
concordia episcoporum was consistent with this diversity, he did not interfere with 
the differences, provided the regula fidei was adhered to. Ever} 7 bishop who 
adheres to the confederation has the greatest freedom even in questions of Church 
discipline and practice (as for instance in the baptismal ceremonial); see ep. 59. 
14: "Singulis pastoribus portio gregis est adscript a, quam regit unusquisque et 
gubernat rationem sui actus domino redditurus"; 55. 21: " Et quidem apud anteces- 
sors nostros quidam de episcopis istic in provincia nostra dandam pacis moechis 
non putaverunt et in totum paenitentia: locum contra adulteria cluserunt, non tamen 
a co-episcoporum suorum collegio recesserunt aut catholics ecclesise unitatem 
ruperunt, ut quia apud alios adulteris pax dabatur, qui non dabat de ecclesia 
separaretur." According to ep. 57. 5 Catholic bishops, who insist on the strict 
practice of penance, but do not separate themselves from the unity of the Church, 
are left to the judgment of God. It is different in the case referred to in ep. 68, 
for Marcion had formally joined Novatian. Even in the disputed question of 
heretical baptism (ep. 72. 3) Cyprian declares to Stephen (See 69. 17: 73. 26; 
Sententise episc, praefat.): "qua in re nee nos vim cuiquam facimus aut legem 
damus, quando habeat in ecclesise administratione voluntatis suae arbitrium liberum 
unusquisque propositus, rationem actus sui domino redditurus." It is therefore 
plain wherein the unity of the episcopate and the Church actually consists; we 
may say that it is found in the regula, in the fixed purpose not to give up the unity 
in spite of all differences, and in the principle of regulating all the affairs of the 
Church "ad originem dominicam et ad evangelicam adque apostolicam traditionem " 
(ep. 74. 10). This refers to the New Testament, which Cyprian emphatically insisted 
on making the standard for the Church. It must be taken as the guide, "si in 
aliquo in ecclesia nutaverit et vacillaverit Veritas " ; by it, moreover, all false customs 
are to be corrected. In the controversy about heretical baptism, the alteration of 
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the bishops of those communities founded by the Apostles them- 
selves can raise no claim to any special dignity, since the unity 
of the episcopate as a continuation of the apostolic office in- 
volves the equality of all bishops. l However, a special import- 
ance attaches to the Roman see, because it is the seat of the 
Apostle to whom Christ first granted apostolic authority in 
order to show with unmistakable plainness the unity of these 
powers and the corresponding unity of the Church that rests 
on them; and further because, from her historical origin, the 
Church of this see had become the mother and root of the 
Catholic Church spread over the earth. In a severe crisis which 
Cyprian had to pass through in his own diocese he appealed 
to the Roman Church (the Roman bishop) in a manner which 
made it appear as if communion with that Church was in itself 
the guarantee of truth. But in the controversy about heretical 
baptism with the Roman bishop Stephen, he emphatically 
denied the latter's pretensions to exercise special rights over 
the Church in consequence of the Petrine succession. 3 Finally, 

Church practice in Carthage and Africa, which was the point in question — for 
whilst in Asia heretical baptism had for a very long time been declared invalid 
(see ep. 75. 19) this had only been the case in Carthage for a few years — was 
justified by Cyprian through an appeal to Veritas in contrast to consuetude sine 
veritate. See epp. 71. 2, 3 : 73. 13, 23 : 74. 2 sq.: 9 (the formula originates with 
Tertullian; see de virg. vel. 1 — 3). The Veritas, however, is to be learned from the 
Gospel and words of the Apostles: "Lex evangelii", "praecepta dominica", and 
synonymous expressions are very frequent in Cyprian, more frequent than reference 
to the regula or to the symbol. In fact there was still no Church dogmatic, there 
being only principles of Christian faith and life, which, however, were taken from 
the Holy Scriptures and the regula. 

1 Cyprian no longer makes any distinction between Churches founded by Apostles, 
and those which arose later (that is, between their bishops). 

2 The statement that the Church is "super Petrum fundata" is very frequently 
made by Cyprian (we find it already in Tertullian, de monog.); see de habitu 
virg. 10 ; Epp. 59. 7 : 66. 8:71. 3 : 74. 1 1 : 73. 7. But on the strength of Matth. XVI. 
he went still farther; see ep. 43. 5 : " deus unus est et Christus unus et una ecclesia 
et cathedra una super Petrum domini voce fundata"; ep. 48. 3 (ad Cornel.): "com- 
municatio tua, id est catholics ecclesise unitas pariter et caritas";deunit 4: "super- 
unum sedificat ecclesiam, et quamvis apostolis omnibus post resurrectionem suam 
parem potestatem tribuat, tamen ut unitatem manifestaret, unitatis eiusdem originem 
ab uno incipientem sua auctoritate disposuit"; ep. 70.3: "una ecclesia a Christo 
domino nostro super Petrum origine unitatis et ratione fundata" ("with regard to the 
origin and constitution of the unity" is the translation of this last passage in the 
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although Cyprian exalted the unity of the organisation of the 
Church above the unity of the doctrine of faith, he preserved 
the Christian element so far as to assume in all his statements 
that the bishops display a moral and Christian conduct in keep- 
ing with their office, and that otherwise they have ipso facto 
forfeited it. l Thus, according to Cyprian, the episcopal office 
does not confer any indelible character, though Calixtus and other 
bishops of Rome after him presupposed this attribute. (For 
more details on this point, as well as with regard to the contra- 

■"Stimmen aus Maria Laach," 1877, part 8, p. 35 j; but "ratio" cannot mean that) ; 
€ P* 73* 7 : " Petro primum dominus, super quern sedificavit ecclesiam et unde unitatis 
originem instituit et ostendit, potestatem istam dedit." The most emphatic passages 
are ep. 48. 3, where the Roman Church is called "matrix et radix ecclesiae cath- 
olicse" (the expression "radix et mater" in ep. 45. I no doubt also refers to her), 
and ep. 59. 14: "navigare audent et ad Petri cathedram atque ad ecclesiam prin- 
•cipalem, unde unitas sacerdotalis exorta est, ab schismaticis et profanis litteras ferre 
nee cogitare eos esse Romanos, quorum fides apostolo praedicante laudata est (see 
epp. 30. 2, 3 : 60. 2), ad quos perfidia habere non possit accessum." We can see 
most clearly from epp. 67. 5 and 68 what rights were in point of fact exercised 
by the bishop of Rome. But the same Cyprian says quite naively, even at the time 
when he exalted the Roman cathedra so highly (ep. 52. 2), "quoniam pro magni- 
tudine sua debeat Carthaginem Roma pjraecedere." In the controversy about heretical 
baptism Stephen like Calixtus (Tertull., de pudic. 1) designated himself, on the 
ground of the successio Petri and by reference to Matth. XVI., in such a way that 
one might suppose he wished to be regarded as "episcopusepiscoporum" (Sentent. 
episc. in Hartel I., p. 436). He expressly claimed a primacy and demanded obedience 
from the "ecclesiae novelloe et posters " (ep. 71.3). Like Victor he endeavoured to 
enforce the Roman practice "tyrannico terrore" and insisted that the unitas ecclesia 
required the observance of this Church's practice in all communities. But Cyprian 
opposed him in the most decided fashion, and maintained the principle that every 
bishop, as a member of the episcopal confederation based on the regula and the 
Holy Scriptures, is responsible for his practice to God alone. This he did in a 
way which left no room for any special and actual authority of the Roman see 
alongside of the others. Besides, he expressly rejected the conclusions drawn by 
Stephen from the admittedly historical position of the Roman see (ep. 71.3): "Petrus 
non sibi vindicavit aliquid insolenter aut adroganter adsumpsit, ut diceret se prin- 
cipatum tenere et obtemperari a novellis et posteris sibi potius oportere." Firmilian, 
e P* 75? went much farther still, for he indirectly declares the successio Petri claimed 
by Stephen to be of no importance (c. 17), and flatly denies that the Roman Church 
has preserved the apostolic tradition in a specially faithful way. See Otto Ritschl, 
I.e., pp. 92 ff., no— 141. In his conflict with Stephen Cyprian unmistakably took 
up a position inconsistent with his former views as to the significance of the Roman 
see for the Church, though no doubt these were ideas he had expressed at a critical 
time when he stood shoulder to shoulder with the Roman bishop Cornelius. 

1 See specially epp. 65, 67, 68. 
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dictions that remain unreconciled in Cyprian's conception of 
the Church, see the following chapter, in which will be shown 
the ultimate interests that lie at the basis of the new idea of 
the Church). 

Addendum I. The great confederation of Churches which 
Cyprian presupposes and which he terms the Church was in 
truth not complete, for it cannot be proved that it extended 
to any regions beyond the confines of the Roman Empire or 
that it even embraced all orthodox and episcopally organised 
communities within those bounds. x But, further, the conditions 
of the confederation, which only began to be realised in the 
full sense in the daysofConstantine, were never definitely formu- 
lated — before the fourth century at least. 2 Accordingly, the 
idea of the one exclusive Church, embracing all Christians and 
founded on the bishops, was always a mere theory. But, in 
so far as it is not the idea, but its realisation to which Cyprian 
here attaches sole importance, his dogmatic conception appears 
to be refuted by actual circumstances. 3 

II. The idea of heresy is always decided by the idea of the 
Church. The designation xipsvis implies an adherence to some- 

1 Hatch l.c, p. 189 f. 

3 The gradual union of the provincial communities into one Church may be 
studied in a very interesting way in the ecclesiastical Fasti (records, martyrologies, 
calendars, etc.), though these studies are as yet only in an incipient stage. See De 
Rossi, Roma Sotter, the Bollandists in the 12th vol. for October; Stevenson, Studi 
in Italia (1879), pp. 439, 458; the works of Nilles; Egli, Altchristl. Studien 1887 
(Theol. Lit. Ztg. 1887, no. 13): Duchesne, Les sources du Martyrol, Hieron. Rome 
1885, but above all the latter's study: Memoire sur l'origine des dioceses episcopaux 
dans Tancienne Gaule, 1890. The history of the unification of liturgies from the 
4th century should also be studied. 

3 There were communities in the latter half of the 3rd century, which can be 
proved to have been outside the confederation, although in perfect harmony with 
it in point of belief (see the interesting case in Euseb., H.E. VII. 24. 6). Conversely, 
there were Churches in the confederation whose faith did not in all respects cor- 
respond with the Catholic regula as already expounded. But the fact that it was 
not the dogmatic system, but the practical constitution and principles of the Church y 
as based on a still elastic creed, which formed the ultimate determining factor, was 
undoubtedly a great gain; for a system of dogmatics developed beyond the limits 
of the Christian kerygma can only separate. Here, however, all differences of faith 
had of course to be glossed over, for the demand of Apelles: m $uv facet *?*- 
r£%tiv rov ^6yov t iAA' 'ixavrov, uq 'jrevhrevKe^ dtctfjisvtiv' o-oo6*to-$<r6<xt ykp tovq tni 
tov ta-T*vpwfJt.Svcv yHKi^xots x.t.a., was naturally regarded as inadmissible. 
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thing self-chosen in opposition to the acknowledgment of some- 
thing objectively handed down, and assumes that this is the 
particular thing in which the apostasy consists. Hence all 
those who call themselves Christians and yet do not adhere to 
the traditional apostolic creed, but give themselves up to vain 
and empty doctrines, are regarded as heretics by Hegesippus, 
Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement, and Origen. These doctrines are 
as a rule traced to the devil, that is, to the non-Christian 
religions and speculations, or to wilful wickedness. Any other 
interpretation of their origin would at once have been an 
acknowledgment that the opponents of the Church had a right 
to their opinions, l and such an explanation is not quite foreign 
to Origen in one of his lines of argument. a Hence the ortho- 
dox party were perfectly consistent in attaching no value to 
any sacrament 3 or acts esteemed in their own communion, 
when these were performed by heretics ; 4 and this was a prac- 
tical application of the saying that the devil could transform 
himself into an angel of light. 5 

1 Hence we need not be surprised to find that the notion of heresy which arose 
in the Church was immediately coupled with an estimate of it, which for injustice 
and harshness could not possibly be surpassed in succeeding times. The best 
definition is in Tertull., de prsescr. 6: "Nobis nihil ex nostro arbitrio indulgere licet, 
sed nee eligere quod aliquis de arbitrio suo induxerit. Apostolos domini habemus 
auctores, qui nee ipsi quicquam ex suo arbitrio quod inducerent elegerunt,^ sed 
acceptam a Christo disciplinam fideliter nationibus assignaverunt." 

8 See Vol. I., p. 224, note 1. 

8 We already find this idea in Tertullian; see de bapt. 15: "Haeretici nullum 
habent consortium nostrse discipline, quos extraneos utique testatur ipsa ademptio 
communicationis. Non debeo in illis cognoscere, quod mihi est prseceptum, quia 
non idem deus est nobis et illis, nee unus Christus, id est idem, ideoque nee bapt- 
ismus unus, quia non idem; quern cum rite non habeant, sine dubio non habent, 
nee capit numerari, quod non habetur; ita nee possunt accipere quia non habent." 
Cyprian passed the same judgment on all schismatics, even on the Novatians, and 
like Tertullian maintained the invalidity of heretical baptism. This question agitated 
the Church as early as the end of the 2nd century, when Tertullian already wrote 
against it in Greek. 

4 As far as possible the Christian virtues of the heretics were described as 
hypocrisy and love of ostentation (see ^., Rhodon in Euseb., H. E. V. 13. 2 and 
others in the second century). If this view was untenable, then all morality and 
heroism among heretics were simply declared to be of no value. See the anonymous 
writer in Eusebius, H. E. V. 16. 21, 22; Clem., Strom. VII. 16. 95; Orig., Comm. 
ad Rom. 1. X., c. 5; Cypr., de unit. 14, 15; ep. 73. 21 etc. 

* Tertull., de prsescr. 3—6. 
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But the Fathers we have named did not yet completely 
identify the Church with a harmoniously organised institution. 
For that very reason they do not absolutely deny the Christian- 
ity of such as take their stand on the rule of faith, even when 
these for various reasons occupy a position peculiar to them- 
selves. Though we are by no means entitled to say that they 
acknowledged orthodox schismatics, they did not yet venture 
to reckon them simply as heretics. * If it was desired to get 
rid of these, an effort was made to impute to them some devi- 
ation from the rule of faith; and under this pretext the Church 
freed herself from the Montanists and the Monarchians. a Cyprian 
was the first to proclaim the identity of heretics and schismatics, 
by making a man's Christianity depend on his belonging to 
the great episcopal Church confederation. 5 But, both in East 

1 Irenaeus definitely distinguishes between heretics and schismatics (III. n. 9: 
IV. 26. 2; 33. 7), but also blames the latter very severely, "qui gloriosum corpus 
Christi, quantum in ipsis est, interficiunt, non habentes dei dilectionem suam- 
•que utilitatem potius considerantes quam unitatem ecclesiae." Note the parallel 
with Cyprian. Yet he does not class them with those "qui sunt extra veritatem," 
/.*., "extra ecclesiam," although he declares the severest penalties await them. Ter- 
tullian was completely preserved by his Montanism from identifying heretics and 
schismatics, though in the last years of his life he also appears to have denied the 
Christianity of the Catholics (?). 

8 -Read, on the one hand, the Antimontanists in Eusebius and the later opponents 
of Montanism; and on the other, Tertull., adv. Prax. ; Hippol., c. Noet; Novatian, 
de trinitate. Even in the case of the Novatians heresies were sought and found 
{see Dionys. Alex., in Euseb., H. E. VII. 8, where we find distortions and wicked 
misinterpretations of Novatian doctrines, and many later opponents). Nay, even 
Cyprian himself did not disdain to join in this proceeding (see epp. 69. 7 : 70. 2). 
The Montanists at Rome were placed by Hippolytus in the catalogue of heretics 
(see the Syntagma and Philosoph.). Origen was uncertain whether to reckon them 
among schismatics or heretics (see in Tit. Opp. IV., p. 696). 

8 Cyprian plainly asserts (ep. 3. 3): "haec sunt initia haereticorum et ortus 
adque conatus schismaticorum, ut preepositum superbo tumore contemnant" (as to 
the early history of this conception, which undoubtedly has a basis of truth, see 
Clem/, ep. ad Cor. 1. 44; Ignat.; Hegesippus in Euseb., H. E. IV. 22. 5; Tertull., 
adv. Valent. 4; de bapt. 17; Anonymus in Euseb; H. E. V. 16. 7; Hippolyt. ad. 
Epiphan. H. 42. 1; Anonymus in Eusebius, H. E. V. 28. 12; according to Cyprian 
it is quite the common one); see further ep. 59. 3: "neque enim aliunde haereses 
obortae sunt aut nata sunt schismata, quam quando sacerdotideinonobtemperatur"; 
epp. 66. 5 : 69. 1 : " item b. apostolus Johannes nee ipse ullam haeresin aut schisma 
discrevit aut aliquos speciatim separes posuit"; 52. 1:73. 2:74. 11. Schism and 
heresy are always identical. 
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and West, this theory of his became established only by very 
imperceptible degrees, and indeed, strictly speaking, the process 
was never completed at all. The distinction between heretics 
and schismatics was preserved, because it prevented a public 
denial of the old principles, because it was advisable on political 
grounds to treat certain schismatic communities with indulgence,, 
and because it was always possible in case of need to prove 
heresy against the schismatics. l 

III. As soon as the empiric Church ruled by the bishops 
was proclaimed to be the foundation of the Christian religion, 
we have the fundamental premises for the conception that 
everything progressively adopted by the Church, all her func- 
tions, institutions, and liturgy, in short, all her continuously 
changing arrangements were holy and apostolic. But the courage 
to draw all the conclusions here wa? restrained by the fact that 
certain portions of tradition, such as the New Testament canon 
of Scripture and the apostolic doctrine, had been once for all 
exalted to an unapproachable height. Hence it was only with 
slowness and hesitation that Christians accepted the inferences 
from the idea of the Church in the remaining directions, and 
these conclusions always continued to be hampered with some 
degree of uncertainty. The idea of the wxpadovur xypx(pog (un- 
written tradition) ; i.e. 9 that every custom, however recent, within 
the sphere of outward regulations, of public worship, discipline, 
etc., is as holy and apostolic as the Bible and the " faith " r 
never succeeded in gaining complete acceptance. In this case,, 
complicated, uncertain, and indistinct assumptions were the result. 

1 Neither Optatus nor Augustine take Cyprian's theory as the starting-point of 
their disquisitions, but they adhere in principle to the distinction between heretic 
and schismatic. Cyprian was compelled by his special circumstances to identify 
them, but he united this identification with the greatest liberality of view as to 
the conditions of ecclesiastical unity (as regards individual bishops). Cyprian did 
not make a single new article an "articulus stantis et cadentis ecclesise". In fact 
he ultimately declared — and this may have cost him struggle enough — that even, 
the question of the validity of heretical baptism was not a question of faith. 
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CHAPTER III. 

CONTINUATION. THE OLD CHRISTIANITY AND THE NEW CHURCH. 

I. The legal and political forms by which the Church secured 
herself against the secular power and heresy, and still more 
the lower moral standard exacted from her members in con- 
sequence of the naturalisation of Christianity in the world, 
called forth a reaction soon after the middle of the second 
century. This movement, which first began in Asia Minor 
and then spread into other regions of Christendom, aimed at 
preserving or restoring the old feelings and conditions, and 
preventing Christendom from being secularised. This crisis 
(the so-called Montanist struggle) and the kindred one which 
succeeded produced the following results: The Church merely 
regarded herself all the more strictly as a legal community 
basing the truth of its title on its historic and objective 
foundations, and gave a correspondingly new interpretation to 
the attribute of holiness she claimed. She expressly recognised 
two distinct classes in her midst, a spiritual and a secular, as 
well as a double standard of morality. Moreover, she renounced 
her character as the communion of those who were sure of 
salvation, and substituted the claim to be an educational insti- 
tution and a necessary condition of redemption. After a keen 
struggle, in which the New Testament did excellent service to 
the bishops, the Church expelled the Cataphrygian fanatics and 
the adherents of the new prophecy (between 180 and 220); 
and in the same way, during the course of the third century, 
she caused the secession of all those Christians who made the 
truth of the Church depend on a stricter administration of moral 
discipline. Hence, apart from the heretic and Montanist sects, 
there existed in the Empire, after the middle of the second 
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century, two great but numerically unequal Church confeder- 
ations, both based on the same rule of faith and claiming the 
title "ecclesia catholica , \ viz., the confederation which Constan- 
tine afterwards chose for his support, and the Novatian Catharist 
one. In Rome, however, the beginning of the great disruption 
goes back to the time of Hippolytus and Calixtus; yet the 
schism of Novatian must not be considered as an immediate 
continuation of that of Hippolytus. 

2. The so-called Montanist reaction l was itself subjected to 
a similar change, in accordance with the advancing ecclesiastical 
development of Christendom. It was originally the violent 
undertaking of a Christian prophet, Montanus, who, supported 
by prophetesses, felt called upon to realise the promises held 
forth in the Fourth Gospel. He explained these by the Apo- 
calypse, and declared that he himself was the Paraclete whom 
Christ had promised — that Paraclete in whom Jesus Christ him- 
self, nay, even God the Father Almighty, comes to his own 
to guide them to all truth, to gather those that are dispersed, 
and to bring them into one flock. His main effort therefore 
was to make Christians give up the local and civil relations 
in which they lived, to collect them, and create a new undivided 
Christian commonwealth, which, separated from the world, should 
prepare itself for the descent of the Jerusalem from above. * 

1 See RitschL, 1. c; Schwegler, Der Montanismus, 1841 ; Gottwald, De Montanismo 
Tertulliani, 1862; Reville, Tertull. et le Montanisme, in the Revue des Deux Mondes 
of 1st Novr. 1864; Stroehlin, Essai sur le Montanisme, 1870; De Soyres, Mont- 
anism and the Primitive Church, 1878; Cunningham, The Churches of Asia, 1880; 
Renan, Les Crises du Catholicisme Naissant in the Revue des Deux Moades of 15th 
Febr. 1881; Renan, Marc Aurele, 1882, p. 208 fF.; Bonwetsch, Geschichte des 
Montanismus, 1881; Harnack, Das Monchthum, seine Ideale und seine Geschichte, 
3rd. ed., 1886; Belck, Geschichte des Montanismus, 1883; Voigt, Eine verschollene 
Urkunde des antimontanistischen Kampfes, 1 891. Further the articles on Montanism 
by Moller (Herzog's Real-Encyklopadie), Salmon (Dictionary of Christian Biography), 
and Harnack (Encyclopedia Britannica). Weizsacker in the Theologische Litter- 
aturzeitung, 1882, no. 4; Bonwetsch, Die Prophetie im apostolischen und nach- 
apostolischen Zeitalter in the Zeitschrift fur kirchliche Wissenschaft und kirchliches 
Leben, 1884, Parts 8, 9; M. von Engelhardt, Die ersten Versuche zur Aufrichtung 
des wahren Christenthuins in einer Gemeinde von Heiligen, Riga, 1881. 

* In certain vital points the conception of the original nature and history of 
Montanism, as sketched in the following account, does not correspond with that 
traditionally current To establish it in detail would lead us too far. It may be 
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The natural resistance offered to the new prophets with this 
extravagant message— especially by the leaders of communities, 
and the persecutions to which the Church was soon after sub- 
jected under Marcus Aurelius, led to an intensifying of the 
eschatological expectations that beyond doubt had been specially 
keen in Montanist circles from the beginning. For the New 
Jerusalem was soon to come down from heaven in visible form,, 
and establish itself in the spot which, by direction of the Spirit,, 
had been chosen for Christendom in Phrygia. ' Whatever 
amount of peculiarity the movement lost, in so far as the ideal 
of an assembly of all Christians proved incapable of being 
realised or at least only possible within narrow limits, was 
abundantly restored in the last decades of the second century 
by the strength and courage that the news of its spread ia 
Christendom gave to the earnest minded to unite and offer 
resistance to the ever increasing tendency of the Church to 
assume a secular and political character. Many entire commu- 

noted that the mistakes in estimating the original character of this movement arise 
from a superficial examination of the oracles preserved to us and from the un- 
justifiable practice of interpreting them in accordance with their later application 
in the circles of Western Montanists. A completely new organisation of Christen- 
dom, beginniDg with the Church in Asia, to be brought about by its being 
detached from the bonds of the communities and collected into one region, was 
the main effort of Montanus. In this way he expected to restore to the Church a 
spiritual character and fulfil the promises contained in John. That is clear from 
Euseb., V. i6fF. as well as from the later history of Mont an ism in its native land (see 
Jerome, ep. 41; Epiphan., H. 49. 2 etc.). In itself, however, apart from its par- 
ticular explanation in the case of Montanus, the endeavour to detach Christians 
from the local Church unions has so little that is striking about it, that one rather 
wonders at being unable to point to any parallel in the earliest history of the 
Church, Wherever religious enthusiasm has been strong, it has at all times felt 
that nothing hinders its effect more than family ties and home connections. But it 
is just from the absence of similar undertakings in the earliest Christianity that we 
are justified in concluding that the strength of enthusiastic exaltation is no standard 
for the strength of Christian faith. (Since these words were written, we have 
read in Hippolytus' Commentary on Daniel [see Georgiades in the journal 'ExxA. 
£Aif0e/*, 1885, p. 52, sq.] very interesting accounts of such undertakings in the 
time of Septimius Severus. A Syrian bishop persuaded many brethren with wives 
and children to go to meet Christ in the wilderness ; and another in Pontus induced 
his people to sell all their possessions, to cease tilling their lands, to conclude no. 
more marriages etc., because the coming of the Lord was nigh at hand). 

1 Oracle of Prisca in Epiph. H. 49. 1. 
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nities in Phrygia and Asia recognised the divine mission of the 
prophets. In the Churches of other provinces religious societies 
were formed in which the predictions of these prophets were 
circulated and viewed as a Gospel, though at the same time 
they lost their effect by being so treated. The confessors at 
Lyons openly expressed their full sympathy with the move- 
ment in Asia. The bishop of Rome was on the verge of 
acknowledging the Montanists to be in full communion with 
the Church. But among themselves there was no longer, as at 
the beginning, any question of a new organisation in the strict 
sense of the word, and of a radical remodelling of Christian 
society. * Whenever Montanism comes before us in the clear 
light of history it rather appears as a religious movement already 
deadened, though still very powerful. Montanus and his prophet- 
esses had set no limits to their enthusiasm; nor were there as 
yet any fixed barriers in Christendom that could have restrained 
them. 8 The Spirit, the Son, nay, the Father himself had 
appeared in them and spoke through them. 8 Imagination pic- 

1 Even in its original home Montanism must have accommodated itself to 
circumstances at a comparatively early date — which is not in the least extra- 
ordinary. No doubt the Montanist Churches in Asia and Phrygia, to which the 
bishop of Rome had already issued liter a pacts ', were now very different from the 
original followers of the prophets (Tertull., adv. Prax. 1). When Tertullian further 
reports that Praxeas at the last moment prevented them from being recognised by 
the bishop of Rome, "falsa de ipsis prophetis et ecclesiis eorum adseverando", 
tlie "falsehood about the Churches" may simply have consisted in an account of 
the original tendencies of the Montanist sect. The whole unique history which, in 
spite of this, Montanism undoubtedly passed through in its original home is, how- 
ever, explained by the circumstance that there were districts there, where all 
Christians belonged to that sect (Epiph., H. 51. 33; cf. also the later history of 
Novatianism). In their peculiar Church organisation (patriarchs, stewards, bishops), 
these sects preserved a record of their origin. 

2 Special weight must be laid on this. The fact that whole communities became 
followers of the new prophets, who nevertheless adhered to no old regulation, must 
above all be taken into account. 

3 See Oracles 1, 3, 4, 5, 10, 12, 17, 18, 21 in Bonwetsch, I.e., p. 197 f. It can 
hardly have been customary for Christian prophets to speak like Montanus (Nos. 3 — 5) : 
hy& xvptoe 6 QtOQ 6 Travroxp&rcop xecrxysvtfAevoQ iv avQpunca, or tyto x6pto$ 6 0ed{ 
9rort)p $A00y, or ly& tiy.1 6 weernp xat 6 t//d« xefi 6 tcolp&xKwtqs, though Old Testa- 
ment prophecy takes an analogous form. Maximilla says on one occasion (No. 1 1) ; 
itvimihi fit xtiptoq rotrov roti tf6vov xat TfaevvfyxvsxctirfarxoLyytKtoLSuiptrwTJiv', 
and a second time (No. 12): hwxofxxt uq Xvkq$ ix Tpofidcruv ovx sifxt kfao? ftfiA, 

7 
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tured Christ bodily in female form to the eyes of Prisca. l 
The most extravagant promises were given. 2 These prophets 
spoke in a loftier tone than any Apostle ever did, and they 
were even bold enough to overturn apostolic regulations. 8 They 
set up new commandments for the Christian life, regardless of 
any tradition, 4 and they inveighed against the main body of 

f t(ii xxi irveGpcc net) tivvxptQ. The two utterances do not exclude, but include, one 
another (cf. also No. 10: kpoC fxij uxofomrt &Mk Xpta-raC axofoetrt). From James 
IV. V. and Hermas, and from the Didache, on the other hand, we can see how the 
prophets of Christian communities may have usually spoken. 

1 L.c, no. 9: Xptvrls ev ftsp yvveux6$ irxmiarwuivoq. How variable must the 
misbirths of the Christian imagination have been in this respect also ! Unfortunately 
almost everything of that kind has been lost to us because it has been suppressed. 
The fragments of the once highly esteemed Apocalypse of Peter are instructive, 
for they still attest that the existing remains of early Christian literature are not 
able to give a correct picture of the strength of religious imagination in the first 
and second centuries. The passages where Christophanies are spoken of in the 
earliest literature would require to be collected. It would be shown what naive 
enthusiasm existed. Jesus appears to believers as a child, as a boy, as a youth, as 
Paul etc. Conversely, glorified men appear in visions with the features of Christ. 

2 See Euseb., H. E. V. 16. 9. In Oracle No. 2 an evangelical promise is repeated 
in a heightened form; but see Papias in Iren., V. 33. 3 f. 

8 We may unhesitatingly act on the principle that the Montanist elements, as 
they appear in Tertullian, are, in all cases, found not in a strengthened, but a 
weakened, form. So, when even Tertullian still asserts that the Paraclete in the 
new prophets could overturn or change, and actually did change, regulations of 
the Apostles, there is no doubt that the new prophets themselves did not adhere 
to apostolic dicta and had no hesitation in deviating from them. Cf., moreover, 
the direct declarations on this point in Hippolytus (Syntagma and Philos. VIII. 19) 
and in Didymus (de trin. III. 41. 2). 

4 The precepts for a Christian life, if we may so speak, given by the new 
prophets, cannot be determined from the compromises on which the discipline of 
the later Montanist societies of the Empire were based. Here they sought for a 
narrow line between the Marcionite and Encratite mode of life and the common 
church practice, and had no longer the courage and the candour to proclaim the 
" e saeculo excedere". Sexual purity and the renunciation of the enjoyments of 
life were the demands of the new prophets. But it is hardly likely that they 
prescribed precise "laws", for the primary matter was not asceticism, but the 
realising of a promise. In later days it was therefore possible to conceive the 
most extreme demands as regulations referring to none but the prophets themselves, 
and to tone down the oracles in their application to believers. It is said of 
Montanus himself (Euseb., H. E. V. 18. 2): 6 h$x%x$ \v<rti$ yi/ouvv, 6 vtimfetQ 
vopoQerfawy Prisca was a irctpQevoc (l.c. § 3); Proculus, the chief of the Roman 
Montanists, "virginis senectae" (Tert., adv. Val. 5). The oracle of Prisca (No. 8) 
declares that sexual purity is the preliminary condition for the oracles and visions 
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Christendom. l They not only proclaimed themselves as prophets, 
but as the last prophets, as notable prophets in whom was 
first fulfilled the promise of the sending of the Paraclete. * 
These Christians as yet knew nothing of the " absoluteness of 

of God; it is presupposed in the case of every "sanctus minister". Finally, 
Origen tells us (in Titum, Opp. IV. 696) that the (older) Cataphrygians, said: "ne 
accedas ad me, quoniam mundus sum; non enim accepi uxorem, nee est sepulcrum 
patens guttur meum, sed sum Nazarenus dei non bibens vinum sicut illi ". But an 
express legal direction to abolish marriage cannot have existed in the collection of 
oracles possessed by Tertullian. But who can guarantee that they were not already 
corrected? Such an assumption, however, is not necessary. 

1 Euseb., V. 16. 9 : V. 18. 5. 

* It will not do simply to place Montanus and his two female associates in the 
same category as the prophets of primitive Christian Churches. The claim that 
the Spirit had descended upon them in unique fashion must have been put forth 
by themselves with unmistakable clearness. If we apply the principle laid down 
on p. 98, note 3, we will find that — apart from the prophets' own utterances — 
this is still clearly manifest from the works of Tertullian. A consideration of the 
following facts will remove all doubt as to the claim of the new prophets to the 
possession of an unique mission. (1) From the beginning both opponents and followers 
constantly applied the title "New Prophecy" to the phenomenon in question 
(Euseb., V. 16. 4:V. 19. 2; Clem., Strom. IV. 13. 93; Tertull., monog. 14, ieiun. 1, 
resurr. 63, Marc. III. 24: IV. 22, Prax. 30; Firmil. ep. 75. 7; alii). (2) Similarly, 
the divine afflatus was, from the first, constantly designated as the "Paraclete "(Orac. 
no. 5; Tertull. passim; Hippol. passim; Didymus etc.). (3) Even in the third 
century the Montanist congregations of the Empire must still have doubted whether 
the Apostles had possessed this Paraclete or not, or at least whether this had been 
the case in the full sense. Tertullian identifies the Spirit and the Paraclete and 
declares that the Apostles possessed the latter in full measure — in fact as a Catholic 
he could not do otherwise. Nevertheless he calls Montanus etc. "prophetseproprii" 
of the "Spirit (pudic. 12; see Acta Perpet. 21). On the contrary we find in Philos. 
VIII. 19: vvlf $i fararrdAove acti ir&v %&^9{tei ruGra rk yvvecia $Q%6£ova'iv i ax; 
rxtXft&v 7rXt76v n XptvroG hv ratrotQ Xiystv rtvkq cthr&v ytyovevou. Pseudo-Tertullian 
says : " in apostolis quidem dicunt spiritum sanctum fuisse, paracletum non fuisse, 
et paracletum plura in Montano dixisse quam Christum in evangelio protulisse." 
In Didymus, l.c, we read : roG itvovrfaov yp&tyctvros x.t.A., tKilvoi xiyovvtv rbv 
Hovrxvbv iAqXv&ivat xctl s<T%y*ivou rb rstetov rb roG ipxpaKAifrov, roGr* %vrw rb 
roG ayiav vvefaxroe. (4) Lastly, the Montanists asserted that the prediction contained 
in John XTV. ff. had been fulfilled in the new prophecy, and that from the beginning, 
as is denoted by the very expression #t Paraclete." 

What sort of mission they ascribed to themselves is seen from the last quoted 
passage, for the promises contained in it must be regarded as the enthusiastic 
carrying out of Montanus' programme. If we read attentively John XTV. 16 — 21, 
23, 26: XV. 20 — 26: XVI. 7 — 15, 25 as well as XVII. and X.; if we compare the 
oracles of the prophets still preserved to us; if we consider the attempt of Mont- 
anus to gather the scattered Christians and really form them into a flock, and also 
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a historically complete revelation of Christ as the fundamental 
condition of Christian consciousness;" they only felt a Spirit 
to which they yielded unconditionally and without reserve. But, 
after they had quitted the scene, their followers sought and 
found a kind of compromise. The Montanist congregations that 
sought for recognition in Rome, whose part was taken by the 
Gallic confessors, and whose principles gained a footing in 
North Africa, may have stood in the same relation to the 
original adherents of the new prophets and to these prophets 
themselves, as the Mennonite communities did to the primitive 
Anabaptists and their empire in Munster. The "Montanists" 
outside of Asia Minor acknowledged to the fullest extent the 
legal position of the great Church. They declared their adher- 

his claim to be the bearer of the greatest and last revelations that lead to all 
truth; and, finally, if we call to mind that in those Johannine discourses Christ 
designated the coming of the Paraclete as his own coming in the Paraclete and 
spoke of an immanence and unity of Father, Son, and Paraclete, which one finds 
re-echoed in Montanus' Oracle No. V., we cannot avoid concluding that the latter's- 
undertaking is based on the impression made on excited and impatient prophets 
by the promises contained in the Gospel of John, understood in an apocalyptic 
and realistic sense, and also by Matt. XXIII. 34 (see Euseb., V. 16. 12 sq.). The 
correctness of this interpretation is proved by the fact that the first decided opponents 
of the Montanists in Asia — the so-called " Alogi" (Epiph., H. 51) — rejected both 
the Gospel and Revelation of John, that is, regarded them as written by some one 
else. Montanism therefore shows us the first and — up till about 180 — really the- 
only impression made by the Gospel of John on non-Gnostic Gentile Christians; 
and what a remarkable one it was! It has a parallel in Marcion's conception 
of Paulinism. Here we obtain glimpses of a state of matters which probably 
explains why these writings were made innocuous in the canon. To the view 
advanced here it cannot be objected that the later adherents of the new prophets 
founded their claims on the recognised gift of prophecy in the Church, or on a 
prophetic succession (Euseb., H. E. V. 17. 4; Proculus in the same author, II. 
25. 7: III. 31. 4), nor that Tertullian, when it suits him, simply regards the 
new prophecy as a restitutio (e.g., in Monog. 4); for these assumptions merely 
represent the unsuccessful attempt to legitimise this phenomenon within the Catholic 
Church. In proof of the fact that Montanus appealed to the Gospel of John see 
Jerome, Ep. 41 (Migne I. p. 474), which begins with the words: "Testimonia de 
Johannis evangelio congregata, quae tibi quidam Montani sec tat or ingessit, in 
quibus salvator noster se ad patrem iturum niissurumque paracletum pollicetur etc." 
In opposition to this Jerome argues that the promises about the Paraclete are ful- 
filled in Acts II., as Peter said in his speech, and then continues as follows: 
"Quodsi voluerint respondere et Philippi deinceps quattuor filias prophetasse et 
prophetam Agabum reperiri et in divisionibus spiritus inter apostolos et doctores 
et prophetas quoque apostolo scribente formatos, etc." 
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■ence to the apostolic " regula " and the New Testament canon. l 
The organisation of the Churches, and, above all, the position 
of the bishops as successors of the Apostles and guardians of 
doctrine were no longer disputed. The distinction between 
them and the main body of Christendom, from which they were 
unwilling to secede, was their belief in the new prophecy of 
Montanus, Prisca, and Maximilla, which was contained, in its 
final form, in written records and in this shape may have pro- 
duced the same impression as is excited by the fragments of 
an exploded bomb. 3 

In this new prophecy they recognised a subsequent revelation 
of God, which for that very reason assumed the existence of a 
previous one. This after-revelation professed to decide the 
practical questions which, at the end of the second century, 
were burning topics throughout all Christendom, and for which 
mo direct divine law could hitherto be adduced, in the form of 
a strict injunction. Herein lay the importance of the new 
prophecy for its adherents in the Empire, and for this reason 
they believed in it. 3 The belief in the efficacy of the Para- 

1 We are assured of this not only by Tertullian, but also by the Roman Mon- 
tanist Proculus, who, like the former, argued against heretics, and by the testimony 
of the Church Fathers (see, e& y Philos. VIII. 19). It was chiefly on the ground of 
their orthodoxy that Tertullian urged the claim of the new prophets to a hearing; 
and it was, above all, as a Montanist that he felt himself capable of combating the 
Gnostics, since the Paraclete not only confirmed the regula, but also by unequivocal 
utterances cleared up ambiguous and obscure passages in the Holy Scriptures, and 
<as was asserted) completely rejected doctrines like the Monarchian (see fuga 1, 14; 
corona 4; virg. vel. 1; Prax. 2, 13, 30; resurr. 63; pud. 1; monog. 2 ; ieiun. 10, 11). 
Besides, we see from Tertullian's writings that the secession of the Montanist convent- 
icles from the Church was forced upon them. . 

9 The question as to whether the new prophecy had or had not to be recognised 
as such became the decisive one (fuga 1, 14; coron. 1 ; virg. vel. 1 ; Prax. 1 ; 
pudic. 11; monog. 1). This prophecy was recorded in writing (Euseb., V. 18. 1; 
Epiph., H. 48. 10; Euseb., VI. 20). The putting of this question, however, denoted 
a fundamental weakening of conviction, which was accompanied by a corresponding 
falling off in the application of the prophetic utterances. 

3 The situation that preceded the acceptance of the Dew prophecy in a portion 
of Christendom may be studied in Tertullian's writings " de idolol." and "de 
spectac." Christianity had already been conceived as a nova lex throughout the 
whole Church, and this lex had, moreover, been clearly defined in its bearing on 
the faith. But, as regards outward conduct, there was no definite lex, and arguments 
in favour both of strictness and of laxity were brought forward from the Holy 
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clete, who, in order to establish a relatively stricter standard 
of conduct in Christendom during the latter days, had, a few- 
decades before, for several years given his revelations in a 
remote corner of the Empire, was the dregs of the original 
enthusiasm, the real aspect of which had been known only to 
the fewest. But the diluted form in which this force remained 
was still a mighty power, because it was just in the generation 
between 190 and 220 that the secularising of the Church had 
made the greatest strides. Though the followers of the new 
prophecy merely insisted on abstinence from second marriage, 
on stricter regulations with regard to fasts, on a stronger 
manifestation of the Christian spirit in daily life, in morals and 
customs, and finally on the full resolve not to avoid suffering 
and martyrdom for Christ's name's sake, but to bear them 
willingly and joyfully, ' yet, under the given circumstances, 
these requirements, in spite of the express repudiation of every- 
thing " Encratite," * implied a demand that directly endangered 
the conquests already made by the Church and impeded 
the progress of the new propaganda. 8 The people who put 
forth these demands, expressly based them on the injunctions 
of the Paraclete, and really lived in accordance with them, 
were not permanently capable of maintaining their position in 
the Church. In fact, the endeavour to found these demands 

Scriptures. No divine ordinances about morality could be adduced against the 
progressive secularising of Christianity; but there was need of statutory command- 
ments by which all the limits were clearly denned. In this state of perplexity the 
oracles of the new prophets were gladly welcomed; they were utilised in order to 
justify and invest with divine authority a reaction of a moderate kind. More than 
that — as may be inferred from Tertullian's unwilling confession— could not be- 
attained; but it is well known that even this result was not reached. Thus the 
Phrygian movement was employed in support of undertakings, that had no reat 
connection with it But this was the form in which Montanism first became a 
factor in the history of the Church. To what extent it had been so before, partic- 
ularly as regards the creation of a New Testament canon (in Asia Minor and Rome)y 
cannot be made out with certainty. 

1 See Bonwetsch, I.e., p. 82 — 108. 

3 This is the point about which Tertullian's difficulties are greatest. Tatian is. 
expressly repudiated in de ieiun. 15. 

8 Tertullian (de monog.) is not deterred by such a limitation: " qui potest capere 
capiat, inquit, id est qui non potest discedat." 
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on the legislation of the Paraclete was an undertaking quite as 
strange, in form and content, as the possible attempt to re- 
present the wild utterances of determined anarchists as the 
programme of a constitutional government. It was of no avail 
that they appealed to the confirmation of the rule of faith by 
the Paraclete ; that they demonstrated the harmlessness of the 
new prophecy, thereby involving themselves in contradictions ; ' 
that they showed all honour to the New Testament; and that 
they did not insist on the oracles of the Paraclete being inserted 
in it. 8 As soon as they proved the earnestness of their temper- 

1 It is very instructive, but at the same time very painful, to trace Tertullian's 
endeavours to reconcile the irreconcilable, in other words, to show that the prophecy 
is new and yet not so; that it does not impair the full authority of the New 
Testament and yet supersedes it. He is forced to maintain the theory that the 
Paraclete stands in the same relation to the Apostles as Christ does to Moses, 
and that he abrogates the concessions made by the Apostles and even by Christ 
himself; whilst he is at the same time obliged to reassert the sufficiency of both 
Testaments. In connection with this he hit upon the peculiar theory of stages in 
revelation — a theory which, were it not a mere expedient in his case, one might 
regard as the first faint trace of a historical view of the question. Still, this is 
another case of a dilemma, furnishing theolooy with a conception that she has 
cautiously employed in succeeding times, when brought face to face with certain 
difficulties; see virg. vel. 1; exhort. 6; monog. 2, 3, 14; resurr. 63. For the rest, 
Tertullian is at bottom a Christian of the old stamp; the theory of any sort of 
finality in revelation is of no use to him except in its bearing on heresy; for the 
Spirit continually guides to all truth and works wherever he will. Similarly, his 
only reason for not being an Encratite is that this mode of life had already been 
adopted by heretics, and become associated with dualism. But the conviction that 
all religion must have the character of a fixed law and presupposes definite regula- 
tions — a belief not emanating from primitive Christianity, but from Rome — bound 
him to the Catholic Church. Besides, the contradictions with which he struggled 
were by no means peculiar to him ; in so far as the Montanist societies accepted the 
Catholic regulations, they weighed on them all, and in all probability crushed them 
out of existence. In Asia Minor, where the breach took place earlier, the sect held 
its ground longer. In North Africa the residuum was a remarkable propensity to 
visions, holy dreams, and the like. The feature which forms the peculiar charac- 
teristic of the Acts of Perpetua and Felicitas is still found in a similar shape in 
Cyprian himself, who makes powerful use of visions and dreams; and in the genuine 
African Acts of the Martyrs, dating from Valerian's time, which are unfortunately 
little studied. See, above all, the Acta Jacobi, Mariani etc., and the Acta Montani, 
Lucii etc. (Ruinart, Acta Mart, edit Ratisb. 1859, p. 268 sq., p. 275 sq.) 

8 Nothing is known of attempts at a formal incorporation of the Oracles with 
the New Testament. Besides, the Montanists could dispense with this because they 
distinguished the commandments of the Paraclete as "novissima lex" from the 
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ate but far-reaching demands, a deep gulf that neither side 
could ignore opened up between them and their opponents. 
Though here and there an earnest effort was made to avoid a 
schism, yet in a short time this became unavoidable; for vari- 
ations in rules of conduct make fellowship impossible. The lax 
Christians, who, on the strength of their objective possession, 
viz., the apostolic doctrine and writings, sought to live comfort- 
ably by conforming to the ways of the world, necessarily sought 
to rid themselves of inconvenient societies and inconvenient 
monitors ; l and they could only do so by reproaching the latter 
with heresy and unchristian assumptions. Moreover, the follow- 
ers of the new prophets could not permanently recognise the 
Churches of the "Psychical," 2 which rejected the "Spirit" and 
extended their toleration so far as to retain even whoremongers 
and adulterers within their pale. 

In the East, that is, in Asia Minor, the breach between the 
Montanists and the Church had in all probability broken out 
before the question of Church discipline and the right of the 
bishops had yet been clearly raised. In Rome and Carthage 
this question completed the rupture that had already taken 
place between the conventicles and the Church (depudic. 1.2 1). 
Here, by a peremptory edict, the bishop of Rome claimed the 
right of forgiving sins as successor of the Apostles; and de- 
clared that he would henceforth exercise this right in favour of 
repentant adulterers. Among the Montanists this claim was 

"novum testamentum." The preface to the Montanist Acts of Perpetua and 
Felicitas (was Tertullian the author?) showed indeed the high value attached to the 
visions of martyrs. In so far as these were to be read in the Churches they were 
meant to be reckoned as an " instrumentum ecclesiae" in the wider sense. 

1 Here the bishops themselves occupy the foreground (there are complaints about 
their cowardice and serving of two masters in the treatise de fuga). But it would 
be very unjust simply to find fault with them as Tertullian does. Two interests 
combined to influence their conduct; for if they drew the reins tight they gave 
over their flock to heresy or heathenism. This situation is already evident in 
Hermas and dominates the resolutions of the Church leaders in succeeding 
generations (see below). 

3 The distinction of "Spiritales" and "Psychici" on the part of the Montanists 
is not confined to the West (see Clem., Strom. IV. 13. 93); we find it very 
frequently in Tertullian. In itself it did not yet lead to the formal breach with 
the Catholic Church. 
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violently contested both in an abstract sense and in this appli- 
cation of it. The Spirit the Apostles had received, they said, 
could not be transmitted; the Spirit is given to the Church; 
he works in the prophets, but lastly and in the highest measure 
in the new prophets. The latter, however, expressly refused 
to readmit gross sinners, though recommending them to the 
grace of God (see the saying of the Paraclete, de pud. 21; 
^'potest ecclesia donare delictum, sed nonfaciam"). Thus agree- 
ment was no longer possible. The bishops were determined 
to assert the existing claims of the Church, even at the cost 
of her Christian character, or to represent the constitution of 
the Catholic Church as the guarantee of that character. At the 
risk of their own claim to be Catholic, the Montanist sects re- 
sisted in order to preserve the minimum legal requirements for 
a Christian life. Thus the opposition culminated in an attack 
on the new powers claimed by the bishops, and in consequence 
awakened old memories as to the original state of things, when 
the clergy had possessed no importance. ! But the ultimate 
motive was the effort to stop the continuous secularising of the 
Christian life and to preserve the virginity of the Church as a 
lioly community. 2 In his latest writings Tertullian vigorously 

1 A contrast to the bishops and the regular congregational offices existed in 
primitive Montanism. This was transmitted in a weakened form to the later 
Adherents of the new prophecy (cf. the Gallic confessors' strange letter of recom- 
mendation on behalf of Irenaeus in Euseb., H. E. V. 4), and finally broke forth 
with renewed vigour in opposition to the measures of the lax bishops (de pudic. 
21; de exhort. 7; Hippolytus against Calixtus). The ecclesia, represented as num- 
*rus episcoporum, no longer preserved its prestige in the eyes of Tertullian. 

8 See here particularly, de pudicitia 1, where Tertullian sees the virginity of the 
Church not in pure doctrine, but in strict precepts for a holy life. As will have 
been seen in this account, the oft debated question as to whether Montanism was an 
innovation or merely a reaction does not admit of a simple answer. In its 
original shape it was undoubtedly an innovation; but it existed at the end of a 
period when one cannot very well speak of innovations, because no bounds had 
yet been set to subjective religiosity. Montanus decidedly went further than any 
Christian prophets known to us; Hermas, too, no doubt gave injunctions, as a 
prophet, which gave rise to innovations in Christendom; but these fell short of 
Montanus 1 proceedings. In its later shape, however, Montanism was to all intents 
and purposes a reaction, which aimed at maintaining or reviving an older state of 
things. So far, however, as this was to be done by legislation, by a novissima 
lex, we have an evident innovation analogous to the Catholic development. Whereas 
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defended a position already lost, and carried with him to the 
grave the old strictness of conduct insisted on by the Church. 
Had victory remained with the stricter party, which, though 
not invariably, appealed to the injunctions of the Paraclete, * 
the Church would have been rent asunder and decimated. 
The great opportunist party, however, was in a very difficult 
position, since their opponents merely seemed to be acting up 
to a conception that, in many respects, could not be theoretic- 
ally disputed. The problem was how to carry on with caution 
the work of naturalising Christianity in the world, and at the 
same time avoid all appearance of innovation which, as such, 
was opposed to the principle of Catholicism. The bishops 
therefore assailed the form of the new prophecy on the ground 
of innovation; a they sought to throw suspicion on its content; 
in some cases even Chiliasm, as represented by the Montanists, 
was declared to have a Jewish and fleshly character. 3 They 
tried to- show that the moral demands of their opponents were 
extravagant, that they savoured of the ceremonial law (of the 
Jews), were opposed to Scripture, and were derived from the 
worship of Apis, Isis, and the mother of the Gods. 4 To the 

in former times exalted enthusiasm had of itself, as it were, given rise to strict 
principles of conduct among its other results, these principles, formulated with 
exactness and detail, were now meant to preserve or produce that original mode 
of life. Moreover, as soon as the New Testament was recognised, the conception 
of a subsequent revelation through the Paraclete was a highly questionable and 
strange innovation. But for those who acknowledged the new prophecy all this 
was ultimately nothing but a means. Its practical tendency, based as it was on 
the conviction that the Church abandons her character if she does not resist gross 
secularisation at least, was no innovation, but a defence of the most elementary 
requirements of primitive Christianity in opposition to a Church that was always 
more and more becoming a new thing. 

1 There were of course a great many intermediate stages between the extremes- 
of laxity and rigour, and the new prophecy was by no means recognised by all 
those who had strict views as to the principles of Christian polity; see the letters 
of Dionysius of Corinth in Euseb., H. E. IV. 23. Melito, the prophet, eunuch, and 
bishop, must also be reckoned as one of the stricter party, but not as a Montanist. 
We must judge similarly of Irenaeus. 

8 Euseb., H. E. V. 16. 17. The life of the prophets themselves was subse- 
quently subjected to sharp criticism. 

8 This was first done by the so-called Alogi who, however, had to be repudiated. 

4 De ieiun. 12, 16. 



Digitized by CjOOQLC 



Chap, hi.] OLD CHRISTIANITY AND NEW CHURCH IO? 

claim of furnishing the Church with authentic oracles of God, 
set up by their antagonists, the bishops opposed the newly 
formed canon; and declared that everything binding on Christ- 
ians was contained in the utterances of the Old Testament 
prophets and the Apostles. Finally, they began to distinguish 
between the standard of morality incumbent on the clergy and 
a different one applying to the laity, l as, for instance, in the 
question of a single marriage; and they dwelt with increased 
emphasis on the glory of the heroic Christians, belonging to the 
great Churchy who had distinguished themselves by asceticism 
and joyful submission to martyrdom. By these methods they 
brought into disrepute that which had once been dear to the 
whole Church, but was now of no further service. In repudi- 
ating supposed abuses they more and more weakened the regard 
felt for the thing itself, as, for example, in the case of the so-call- 
ed Chiliasm, s congregational prophecy and the spiritual independ- 
ence of the laity. But none of these things could be absolutely 
rejected; hence, for example, Chiliasm remained virtually un- 
weakened (though subject to limitations 8 ) in the West and 
certain districts of the East; whereas prophecy lost its force 
so much that it appeared harmless and therefore died away. 4 

1 Tertullian protested against this in the most energetic manner. 

2 It is well known that in the 3rd century the Revelation of John itself was 
viewed with suspicion and removed from the canon in wide circles in the East. 

• In the West the Chiliastic hopes were little or not at all affected by the Montanist 
struggle! Chiliasm prevailed there in unimpaired strength as late as the 4th century. 
In the East, on the contrary, the apocalyptic expectations were immediately weakened 
by the Montanist crisis. But it was philosophical theology that first proved their 
mortal enemy. In the rural Churches of Egypt Chiliasm was still widely prevalent 
after the middle of the 3rd century; see the instructive 24th chapter of Eusebius* 
Ecclesiastical History, Book VII. " Some of their teachers," says Dionysius, " look 
on the Law and the Prophets as nothing, neglect to obey the Gospel, esteem the 
Epistles of the Apostles as little worth, but, on the contrary, declare the doctrine 
contained in the Revelation of John to be a great and a hiddeu mystery." There 
were . even temporary disruptions in the Egyptian Church on account of Chiliasm 
(see Chap. 24. 6). 

4 "Lex et prophetae usque ad Johannem" now became the motto. Churchmen spoke 
of a "completus numerus prophetarum" (Muratorian Fragment), and formulated the 
proposition that the prophets corresponded to the pre-Christian stage of revelation, 
but the Apostles to the Christian ; and that in addition to this the apostolic age 
was also particularly distinguished by gifts of the Spirit. "Prophets and- Apostles" 
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However, the most effective means of legitimising the present 
state of things in the Church was a circumstance closely con- 
nected with the formation of a canon of early Christian writ- 
ings, viz., the distinction of an epoch of revelation, along with 
a corresponding classical period of Christianity unattainable 
by later generations. This period was connected with the pre- 
sent by means of the New Testament and the apostolic office 
of the bishops. This later time was to regard the older period 
as an ideal, but might not dream of really attaining the same 
perfection, except at least through the medium of the Holy 
Scriptures and the apostolic office, that is, the Church. The 
place of the holy Christendom that had the Spirit in its midst 
was taken by the ecclesiastic institution possessing the "instru- 
ment of divine literature " (" instrumentum divinae litteraturae") 
and the spiritual office. Finally, we must mention another factor 
that hastened the various changes; this was the theology of 
the Christian philosophers, which attained importance in the 
Church as soon as she based her claim on and satisfied her 
conscience with an objective possession. 

3. But there was one rule which specially impeded the natur- 
alisation of the Church in the world and the transformation of 
a communion of the saved into an institution for obtaining 

now replaced "Apostles, prophets, and teachers," as the court of appeal. Under 
such circumstances prophecy might still indeed exist 5 but it could no longer be of 
a kind capable of ranking, in the remotest degree, with the authority of the Apostles 
in point of importance. Hence "it was driven into a corner, became extinct, or at 
most served only to support the measures of the bishops. In order to estimate the 
great revolution in the spirit of the times let us compare the utterances of Irenaeus 
and Origen about gifts of the Spirit and prophecy. Irenaeus still expressed himself 
exactly like Justin (Dial. 39, 81, 82, 88); he says (II. 32. 41V. 6. 1): kuSuq teas 
?roAA£v otKOvopsv *$b*QSSv h t% gxxAtio-i* vpofyijTtK* xxpfopaT* e%6vTM x.t.A. Origen 
on the contrary (see numerous passages, especially in the treatise c. Cels.), looks back 
to a period after which the Spirit's gifts in the Church ceased. It is also a very 
characteristic circumstance that along with the naturalisation of Christianity in the 
world, the disappearance of charisms, and the struggle against Gnosticism, a strictly 
ascetic mode of life came to be viewed with suspicion. Euseb., H. E. V. 3 is 
especially instructive on this point. Here it is revealed to the confessor Attalus that 
the confessor Alcibiades, who even in captivity continued his ascetic practice of 
living on nothing but bread and water, was wrong in refraining from that which 
God had created and thus become a w t^to« rnxvifaov" toothers. Alcibiades changed 
his mode of life. In Africa, however, (see above, p. 103) dreams and visions still 
retained their authority in the Church as important means of solving perplexities. 
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salvation, viz., the regulation that excluded gross sinners from 
Christian membership. Down to the beginning of the third 
century, in so far as the backslider did not atone for his 
guilt l by public confession before the authorities (see Ep. Lugd. 
in Euseb., H. E. V. iff.), final exclusion from the Church was 
still the penalty of relapse into idolatry, adultery, whoredom,, 
and murder; though at the same time the forgiveness of God 
in the next world was reserved for the fallen provided they 
remained penitent to the end. In theory indeed this rule was 
not very old. For the oldest period possessed no theories;: 
and in those days Christians frequently broke through what 
might have been counted as one by appealing to the Spirit, 
who, by special announcements — particularly by the mouth of 
martyrs and prophets — commanded or sanctioned the readmis- 
sion of lapsed members of the community (see Hermas). 2 Still, 
the rule corresponded to the ancient notions that Christendom 
is a communion of saints, that there is no ceremony invariably 
capable of replacing baptism, that is, possessing the same value,, 
and that God alone can forgive sins. The practice must on 
the whole have agreed with this rule; but in the course of the 
latter half of the second century it became an established 
custom, in the case of a first relapse, to allow atonement to be 
made once for most sins and perhaps indeed for all, on condi- 
tion of public confession. 8 For this, appeal was probably made 

1 Tertullian, adv. Marc. IV. 9, enumerates "septem maculas capitalium delicto- 
rum," namely, " idololatria ", " blasphemia ", " homicidium ", adulterium " " stuprum ",, 
"falsum testimonium", "fraus". The stricter treatment probably applied to all these 
seven offences. So far as I know, the lapse into heresy was not placed in the same 
category in the first centuries; see Iren. III. 4. 2; Tertull., de praescr. 30 and, above 
all, de pudic. 19 init; the anonymous writer in Euseb., H. E. V. 28. 12, from which 
passages it is evident that repentant heretics were readmitted. 

2 Hermas based the admissibility of a second atonement on a definite divine 
revelation to this effect, and did not expressly discuss the admission of gross 
sinners into the Church generally, but treated of their reception into that of the 
last days, which he believed had already arrived. See particulars on this point in 
my article "Lapsi", in Herzog's Real-Encyklopadie, 2 ed. Cf. Preuschen* Tertul- 
lian's Schriften de paenit. et de pudic. mit Rticksicht auf die Bussdisciplin, 1890; 
Rolffs, Indulgenz-Edict des Kallistus, 1893. 

3 In the work de paenit. (7 ff.) Tertullian treats this as a fixed Church regulation. 
K. Muller, Kirchengeschichte I. 1892, p. 114, rightly remarks: "He who desired 
this expiation continued in the wider circle of the Church, in her "antechamber" 
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to Hermas, who very likely owed his prestige to the service 
he here unwittingly rendered. We say " unwittingly/' for he 
could scarcely have intended such an application of his precepts, 
though at bottom it was not directly opposed to his attitude. 
In point of fact, however, this practice introduced something 
closely approximating to a second baptism. Tertullian indeed 
(de psenit. 12) speaks unhesitatingly of two planks of salvation. ! 
Moreover, if we consider that in any particular case the decision 
as to the deadly nature of the sin in question was frequently 
attended with great difficulty, and certainly, as a rule, was not 
arrived at with rigorous exactness, we cannot fail to see that, 
in conceding a second expiation, the Church was beginning to 
abandon the old idea that Christendom was a community of 

indeed, but as her member in the wider sense. This, however, did not exclude 
the possibility of his being received again, even in this world, into the ranks of 
those possessing full Christian privileges, — after the performance of penance or 
exhomologesis. But there was no kind of certainty as to that taking place. Mean- 
while this exhomologesis itself underwent a transformation which in Tertullian 
includes a whole series of basal religious ideas. It is no longer a mere expression 
of inward feeling, confession to God and the brethren, but is essentially performance. 
It is the actual attestation of heartfelt sorrow, the undertaking to satisfy God by 
works of self-humiliation and abnegation, which he can accept as a voluntarily 
endured punishment and therefore as a substitute for the penalty that naturally 
awaits the sinner. It is thus the means of pacifying God, appeasing his anger, 
and gaining his favour again — with the consequent possibility of readmission into 
the Church. I say the possibility ', for readmission does not always follow. Participa- 
tion in the future kingdom may be hoped for even by him who in this world is 
shut out from full citizenship and merely remains in the ranks of the penitent 
In all probability then it still continued the rule for a person to remain till death 
in a state of penance or exhomologesis. For readmission continued to involve the 
assumption that the Church had in some way or other become certain that God 
had forgiven the sinner, or in other words that she had power to grant this 
forgiveness in virtue of the Spirit dwelling in her, and that this readmission there- 
fore involved no violation of her holiness." In such instances it is first prophets 
and then martyrs that appear as organs of the Spirit, till at last it is no longer 
the inspired Christian, but the professional medium of the Spirit, viz., the priest, 
who decides everything. 

1 In the 2nd century even endeavours at a formal repetition of baptism were 
not wholly lacking. In Marcionite congregations repetition of baptism is said to 
have taken place (on theElkesaites see Vol. I. p. 308). One can only wonder that there 
is not more frequent mention of such attempts. The assertion of Hippolytus 
(Philos. IX. 12 fin.) is enigmatical: *Eti KaAA/0-rot/ npurtu rer6x^rm Mr- 
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saints. Nevertheless the fixed practice of refusing whoremongers, 
adulterers, murderers, and idolaters readmission to the Church, 
in ordinary cases, prevented men from forgetting that there 
was a boundary line dividing her from the world. 

This state of matters continued till about 220. l In reality 
the rule was first infringed by the peremptory edict of bishop 
Calixtus, who, in order to avoid breaking up his community, 
granted readmission to those who had fallen into sins of the 
flesh. Moreover, he claimed this power of readmission as a 
right appertaining to the bishops as successors of the Apostles, 
that is, as possessors of the Spirit and the power of the keys. 2 
At Rome this rescript led to the secession headed by Hippoly- 
tus. But, between 220 and 250, the milder practice with re- 
gard to the sins of the flesh became prevalent, though it was 
not yet universally accepted. This, however, resulted in no 
further schism (Cyp., ep. 55. 21). But up to the year 250 no 
concessions were allowed in the case of relapse into idolatry. s 
These were first occasioned by the Decian persecution, since 
in many towns those who had abjured Christianity were more 
numerous than those who adhered to it. 4 The majority of the 
bishops, part of them with hesitation, agreed on new principles. * 

1 See Tertull., de pudic. 12: "hinc est quod neque idololatriae neque sanguini 
pax ab ecclesiis redditur." Orig., de orat 28 fin; c. Cels. III. 50. 

9 It is only of whoremongers and idolaters that Tertullian expressly speaks in 
de pudic. c. I. We must interpret in accordance with this the following statement by 
Hippolytus in Philos. IX. 12: K&Mirro$ irp&ros Tit irpb$ t&$ ii$ovk$ roi% *v6pwirot$ 
avy%»puv eirevdqvs, Kiym w&a-tv vir* avroG aQfevQcu ap*pTs*$. The aim of this 
measure is still clear from the account of it given by Hippolytus, though this indeed 
is written in a hostile spirit. Roman Christians were then split into at least five 
different sects, and Calixtus left nothing undone to break up the unfriendly parties 
and enlarge his own. In all probability, too, the energetic bishop met with a 
certain measure of success. From Euseb., H. E. IV. 23. 6, one might be inclined 
to conclude that, even in Marcus Aurelius' time, Dionysius of Corinth had issued 
lax injunctions similar to those of Calixtus. But it must not be forgotten that we 
have nothing but Eusebius' report; and it is just in questions of this kind that his 
accounts are not reliable. 

s No doubt persecutions were practically unknown in the period between 220 
and 260. 

4 See Cypr., de lapsis. 

5 What scruples were caused by this innovation is shown by the first 40 letters 
in Cyprian's collection. He himself had to struggle with painful doubts. 
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To begin with, permission was given to absolve repentant 
apostates on their deathbed. Next, a distinction was made be- 
tween sacrificati and libellatici> the latter being more mildly- 
treated. Finally, the possibility of readmission was conceded 
under certain severe conditions to all the lapsed, a casuistic 
proceeding was adopted in regard to the laity, and strict 
measures— though this was not the universal rule — were only- 
adopted towards the clergy. In consequence of this innovation, 
which logically resulted in the gradual cessation of the belief 
that there can be only one repentance after baptism — an assump- 
tion that was untenable in principle — Novatian's schism took 
place and speedily rent the Church in twain. But, even in 
cases where unity was maintained, many communities observed 
the stricter practice down to the fifth century. l What made 
it difficult to introduce this change by regular legislation was 
the authority to forgive sins in God's stead, ascribed in primitive 
times to the inspired, and at a later period to the confessors in 
virtue of their special relation to Christ or the Spirit (see Ep. 
Lugd. in Euseb., H. E. V. iff. ; Cypr. epp. ; Tertull. de pudic. 22)* 
The confusion occasioned by the confessors after the Decian 
persecution led to the non-recognition of any rights of " spirit- 
ual" persons other than the bishops. These confessors had 
frequently abetted laxity of conduct, whereas, if we consider 
the measure of secularisation found among the great mass of 
Christians, the penitential discipline insisted on by the bishops 
is remarkable for its comparative severity. The complete adop- 
tion of the episcopal constitution coincided with the introduction 
of the unlimited right to forgive sins. 3 

1 Apart from some epistles of Cyprian, Socrates, H. E. V. 22, is our chief source 
of information on this point. See also Cone. Illib. can. 1,2,6 — 8,12,17, *8 — 47> 
70-73, 75- 

3 See my article "Novatian" in Herzog's Real-Encyklopadie, 2nd ed. One 
might be tempted to assume that the introduction of the practice of unlimited for- 
giveness of sins was an " evangelical reaction " against the merciless legalism which, 
in the case of the Gentile Church indeed, had established itself from the beginning. 
As a matter of fact the bishops and the laxer party appealed to the New Testament in 
justification of their practice. This had already been done by the followers of 
Calixtus and by himself. See Philos. IX. 12: ty&o-Kovrts Xptvrlv &<pihcu roi$ 
tlioKoCo'i] Rom. XIV. 4 and Matt. XIIL 29 were also quoted. Before this Ter- 
tullian's opponents who favoured laxity had appealed exactly in the same way to 
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4. The original conception of the relation of the Church to 
salvation or eternal bliss was altered by this development. 
According to the older notion the Church was the sure com- 
munion of salvation and of saints, which rested on the forgive- 
ness of sins mediated by baptism, and excluded everything un- 
holy. It is not the Church, but God alone, that forgives sins, 
and, as a rule, indeed, this is only done through baptism, though, 
in virtue of his unfathomable grace, also now and then by special 
proclamations, the pardon coming into effect for repentant sinners, 
after death, in heaven. If Christendom readmitted gross sinners, it 
would anticipate the judgment of God, as it would thereby assure 
them of salvation. Hence it can only take back those who have 
been excluded in cases where their offences have not been commit- 
ted against God himself, but have consisted in transgressing 
the commandments of the Church, that is, in venial sins. ' But 
in course of time it was just in lay circles that faith in God's 
grace became weaker and trust in the Church stronger. He 
whom the Church abandoned was lost to the world; therefore 
she must not abandon him. This state of things was expressed 
in the new interpretation of the proposition, "no salvation out- 
side the Church*' ("extra ecclesiam nulla salus"), viz., the 
Church alone saves front damnation which is otherwise certain. 
In this conception the nature of the Church is depotentiated, 
but her powers are extended. If she is the institution which, 
according to Cyprian, is the indispensable preliminary condition 
of salvation, she can no longer be a sure communion of the saved ; 
in other words, she becomes an institution from which proceeds 
the communion of saints ; she includes both saved and unsaved. 
Thus her religious character consists in her being the indispens- 

numerous Bible texts, e.g.. Matt. X. 23 : XI. 19 etc., see de monog., de pudic, de 
ieiun. Cyprian is also able to quote many passages from the Gospels. However, 
as the bishops and their party did not modify their conception of baptism, but 
rather maintained in principle, as before, that baptism imposes only obligations for 
the future, the "evangelical reaction" must not be estimated very highly; (see 
below, p. 117, and my essay in the Zeitschrift fur Theologie und Kirche, Vol. I., 
"Die Lehre von der Seligkeit allein durch den Glauben in der alten Kirche." 

1 The distinction of sins committed against God himself, as we find it in Ter- 
tnllian, Cyprian, and other Fathers, remains involved in an obscurity that I cannot 
clear up. 

8 
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able medium, in so far as she alone guarantees to the individual 
the possibility of redemption. From this, however, it immedi- 
ately follows that the Church would anticipate the judgment 
of God if she finally excluded anyone from her membership 
who did not give her up of his own accord ; whereas she could 
never prejudge the ultimate destiny of a man by readmission. l 
But it also follows that the Church must possess a means of 
repairing any injury upon earth, a means of equal value with 
baptism, namely, a sacrament of the forgiveness of sins. With 
this she acts in God's name and stead, but — and herein lies the 
inconsistency — she cannot by this means establish any final 
condition of salvation. In bestowing forgiveness on the sinner 
she in reality only reconciles him with herself, and thereby, in 
fact, merely removes the certainty of damnation. In accord- 
ance with this theory the holiness of the Church can merely 
consist in her possession of the means of salvation : the Church 
is a holy institution in virtue of the gifts with which she is 
endowed. She is the moral seminary that trains for salvation 
and the institution that exercises divine powers in Christ's room. 
Both of these conceptions presuppose political forms; both 
necessarily require priests and more especially an episcopate. 
(In de pudie. 21 Tertullian already defines the position of his 
adversary by the saying, "ecclesia est numerus episcoporum.") 
This episcopate by its unity guarantees the unity of the Church 
and has received the power to forgive sins (Cyp., ep. 69. 11). 
The new conception of the Church, which was a necessary 
outcome of existing circumstances and which, we may remark, 
was not formulated in contradictory terms by Cyprian, but by 
Roman bishops, 3 was the first thing that gave a fundamental 

1 Cyprian never expelled any one from the Church, unless he had attacked the 
. authority of the bishops, and thus in the opinion of this Father placed himself 
outside her pale by his own act. 

* Hippol., Philos. IX. 12 : Kxi lexpxfiohyv r&v %i%xvfav t/>$$ toGto 'fyy 6 K«AA/<ttc$ 
Aeysrdcw "AQere rx %t%&vtx rvvxv%siv rift riTip, rovrivrtv hv t% hxxXwfy robs 
apxprdvovrxs. 'AAA& xxt rijv xt^urov roC N£te eiq SpofafAX hxxhyvix$ 'ityy ysyov£vxt y 
hv $ xxt xvve$, xxt titxot xxt xtpaxeq xki irAvrx rx xxbxpx xxt xxfflxprx. 66ru 
Qdrxuv 2e7v ehxt hv hxxhqvix 6fiofo? xxt fox irpfy roGro Svvxrie fy vvv&yuv 
ovtuq fippjvsvrtv. From Tertull., de idolol. 24, one cannot help assuming that even 
before the year 200 the laxer sort in Carthage had already appealed to the Ark. 
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religious significance to the separation of clergy and laity. The 
powers exercised by bishops and priests were thereby fixed 
and hallowed. No doubt the old order of things, which gave 
laymen a share in the administration of moral discipline, still 
continued in the third century, but it became more and more 
a mere form. The bishop became the practical vicegerent of 
Christ; he disposed of the power to bind and to loose. But 
the recollection of the older form of Christianity continued to 
exert an influence on the Catholic Church of the third century. 
It is true that, if we can trust Hippolytus* account, Calixtus 
had by this time firmly set his face against the older idea, in- 
asmuch as he not only defined the Church as essentially a mixed 
body (corpus permixtum), but also asserted the unlawfulness of 
deposing the bishop even in case of mortal sin. ! But we do 
not find that definition in Cyprian, and, what is of more im- 
portance, he still required a definite degree of active Christianity 
as a sine qua non in the case of bishops ; and assumed it as 
a self-evident necessity. He who does not give evidence of this 
forfeits his episcopal office ipso facto. 2 Now if we consider 

("Viderimus si secundum arcae typum et corvus et mil vus et lupus et canis et serpens 
in ecclesia erit. Certe idololatres in arcae typo non habetur. Quod in area non 
fuit, in ecclesia non sit' 1 ). But we do not know what form this took and what 
inferences they drew. Moreover, we have here a very instructive example of the 
multitudinous difficulties in which the Fathers were involved by typology: the Ark 
is the Church, hence the dogs and snakes are men. To solve these problems it 
required an abnormal degree of acuteness and wit, especially as each solution 
always started fresh questions. Orig. (Horn. II. in Genes. III.) also viewed the Ark 
as the type of the Church (the working out of the image in Horn. I. in Ezech., 
Lomm. XIV. p. 24 sq., is instructive); but apparently in the wild animals he 
rather sees the simple Christians who are not yet sufficiently trained — at any rate 
he does not refer to the whoremongers and adulterers who must be tolerated in 
the Church. The Roman bishop Stephen again, positively insisted on Calixtus 1 
conception of the Church, whereas Cornelius followed Cyprian (see Euseb., H. E. 
VI. 43. 10), who never declared sinners to be a necessary part of the Church in 
the same fashion as Calixtus did. (See the following note and Cyp., epp. 67. 6 ; 68. 5). 

1 Philos., l.c,: KiAA/o-roc eto'yp&rtvev Virus tt liefoKQicos ap&prot rt 9 it tuu «■/»$$ 
A&votov* ftif U7v Karctrteo'&eu. That Hippolytus is not exaggerating here is evident 
from Cyp., epp. 67, 68; for these passages make it very probable that Stephen 
also assumed the irremovability of a bishop on account of gross sins or other 
failings. 

* See Cypr., epp. 65, 66, 68; also 55. 11. 
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that Cyprian makes the Church, as the body of believers (plebs 
credentiutn)* so dependent on the bishops, that the latter are 
the only Christians not under tutelage, the demand in question 
denotes a great deal. It carries out the old idea of the Church 
in a certain fashion, as far as the bishops are concerned. But 
for this very reason it endangers the new conception in a point 
of capital importance; for the spiritual acts of a sinful bishop 
are invalid ; ! and if the latter, as a notorious sinner, is no 
longer bishop, the whole certainty . of the ecclesiastical system 
ceases. Moreover, an appeal to the certainty of God's installing 
the bishops and always appointing the right ones a is of no- 
avail, if false ones manifestly find their way in. Hence Cyprian's 
idea of the Church — and this is no dishonour to him — still in- 
volved an inconsistency which, in the fourth century, was des- 
tined to produce a very serious crisis in the Donatist struggle. * 
The view, however— which Cyprian never openly expressed,, 
and which was merely the natural inference from his theory— 
that the Catholic Church, though the "one dove" ("una co- 
lumba"), is in truth not coincident with the number of the elect, 
was clearly recognised and frankly expressed by Origen be- 
fore him. Origen plainly distinguished between spiritual and 
fleshly members of the Church ; and spoke of such as only be- 
long to her outwardly, but are not Christians. As these are 
finally overpowered by the gates of hell, Origen does not hesitate 
to class them as merely seeming members of the Church. 
Conversely, he contemplates the possibility of a person being 
expelled from her fellowship and yet remaining a member in 

1 This is asserted by Cyprian in epp. 65. 4 and 67. 3; but he even goes onto 
declare that everyone is polluted that has fellowship with an impure priest, and 
takes part in the offering celebrated by him. 

* On this point the greatest uncertainty prevails in Cyprian. Sometimes he says- 
that God himself instals the bishops, and it is therefore a deadly sin against God 
to criticise them (*^., in ep. 66. 1); on other occasions he remembers that the 
bishops have been ordained by bishops; and again, as in ep. 67. 3, 4, he appears 
to acknowledge the community's right to choose and control them. Cf. the sections 
referring to Cyprian in Reuter's " Augustinische Studien" (Zeitschrift fiir Kirchen- 
geschichte, Vol. VII., p. 199 ff.). 

8 The Donatists were quite justified in appealing to Cyprian, that is, in one of 
his two aspects. 
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the eyes of God. ' Nevertheless he by no means attained to 
-clearness on the point, in which case, moreover, he would have 
been the first to do so; nor did he give an impulse to further 
reflection on the problem. Besides, speculations were of no 

1 Origen not only distinguishes between different groups within the Church as 
judged by their spiritual understanding and moral development (Comm. in Matt. 
Tom. XI. at Chap. XV. 29; Horn. II. in Genes. Chap. 3; Horn, in Cantic. Tom. I. 
.at Chap. I. 4: "ecclesia una quidem est, cum perfecta est; multae vero sunt 
adolescentulae, cum adhuc instruuntur et proficiunt"; Horn. III. in Levit. Chap. Hi.), 
but also between spiritual and carnal members (Horn. XXVI. in Num. Chap, vii.) i.e., 
l>etween true Christians and those who only bear that name without heartfelt faith 
— who outwardly take part in everything, but bring forth fruits neither in belief 
nor conduct. Such Christians he as little views as belonging to the Church as does 
Clement of Alexandria (see Strom. VII. 14. 87, 88). To him they are like the 
Jebusites who were left in Jerusalem: they have no part in the promises of Christ, 
but are lost (Comm. in Matt. T. XII. c. xii.). It is the Church's task to remove 
■such members, whence we see that Origen was far from sharing Calixtus' view of 
the Church as a corpus permixtum\ but to carry out this process so perfectly that 
only the holy and the saved remain is a work beyond the powers of human sagacity. 
One must therefore content oneself with expelling notorious sinners ; see Horn. XXI. 
in Jos., c. i. : u sunt qui ignobilem et degenerem vitam ducunt, qui et fide et actibus 
•et omni conversatione sua perversi sunt. Neque enim possibile est, ad liquidum 
purgari ecclesiam, dum in terris est, ita ut neque impius in ea quisquam, neque 
peccator residere videatur, sed sint in ea omnes sancti et beati, et in quibus nulla 
prorsus peccati macula deprehendatur. Sed sicut dicitur de zizaniis: Ne forte erad- 
icantes zizania simul eradicetis et triticum, ita etiam super iis dici potest, in quibus 
vel dubia vel occulta peccata sunt . . . Eos saltern eiiciamus quos possumus, quorum 
peccata manifesta sunt. Ubi enim peccatum non est evidens, eiicere de ecclesia 
neminem possumus." In this way indeed very many wicked people remain in the 
Church (Comm. in Matt. T. X. at c. xiii. 47 f. : fxtf gew££p*da, e&v 6p&ptv fip£v 
toc &Apofopeeret irgTrXtfpwpev* xou nowip&v); but in his work against Celsus Origen 
-already propounded that empiric and relative theory of the Christian Churches 
which views them as simply ^better" than the societies and civic communities existing 
-alongside of them. The 29th and 30th chapters of the 3rd book against Celsus, 
in which he compares the Christians with the other population of Athens, Corinth, 
and Alexandria, and the heads of congregations with the councillors and mayors of 
these cities, are exceedingly instructive and attest the revolution of the times. In 
•conclusion, however, we must point out that Origen expressly asserts that a person 
unjustly excommunicated remains a member of the Church in God's eyes; see 
Horn. XIV. in Levit. c. iii. : " ita fit, ut interdum ille qui fonts mittitur intus sit, et 
ille foris, qui intus videtur retineri." Dollinger (Hippolytus and Calixtus, page 
254 ff.) has correctly concluded that Origen followed the disputes between Hip- 
polytus and Calixtus in Rome, and took the side of the former. Origen's trenchant 
remarks about the pride and arrogance of the bishops of large towns (in Matth. 
XI. 9. 15: XII. 9—14: XVI. 8. 22 and elsewhere, e&, de orat. 28, Horn. VI. in 
Isai c. i., in Joh. X. 16), and his denunciation of such of them as, in order t6 



Digitized by CjOOQlC 



II 8 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. hi. 

use here. The Church with her priests, her holy books, and 
gifts of grace, that is, the moderate secularisation of Christen- 
dom corrected by the means of grace, was absolutely needed 
in order to prevent a complete lapse into immorality. * 

But a minority struggled against this Church, not with specu- 
lations, but by demanding adherence to the old practice with 
regard to lapsed members. Under the leadership of the Roman 
presbyter, Novatian, this section formed a coalition in the 
Empire that opposed the Catholic confederation. 2 Their ad- 
herence to the old system of Church discipline involved a re- 
action against the secularising process, which did not seem to 
be tempered by the spiritual powers of the bishops. Novatian's 
conception of the Church, of ecclesiastical absolution and the 
rights of the priests, and in short, his notion of the power of 
the keys is different from that of his opponents. This is clear 
from a variety of considerations. For he (with his followers) 
assigned to the Church the right and duty of expelling gross 
sinners once for all ; 8 he denied her the authority to absolve 

glorify God, assume a mere distinction of names between Father and Son, are also 
correctly regarded by Langen as specially referring to the Roman ecclesiastics. 
(Geschichte der romischen Kirche I. p. 242). Thus Calixtus was opposed by the three 
greatest theologians of the age — Tertullian, Hippolytus, and Origen. 

1 If, in assuming the irremovability of a bishop even in case of mortal sin,, 
the Roman bishops went beyond Cyprian, Cyprian drew from his conception of the 
Church a conclusion which the former rejected, viz., the invalidity of baptism 
administered by non-Catholics. Here, in all likelihood, the Roman bishops were 
only determined by their interest in smoothing the way to a return or admissioa 
to the Church in the case of non-Catholics. In this instance they were again 
induced to adhere to their old practice from a consideration of the catholicity of 
the Church. It redounds to Cyprian's credit that he drew and firmly maintained 
the undeniable inferences from his own theory in spite of tradition. The matter 
never led to a great dogmatic controversy. 

a As to the events during the vacancy in the Roman see immediately before 
Novatian's schism, and the part then played by the latter, who was still a member 
of the Church, see my essay: "Die Briefe des romischen Klerus aus der Zeit der 
Sedisvacanz im Jahre 250" (Abhandl. f. Weizsacker, 1892). 

3 So far as we are able to judge, Novatian himself did not extend the severer 
treatment to all gross sinners (see ep. 55. 26, 27); but only decreed it in the case 
of the lapsed. It is, however, very probable that in the later Novatian Churches 
no mortal sinner was absolved (see, e.g., Socrates, H. E. I. 10). The statement of 
Ambrosius (de psenit. III. 3) that Novatian made no. difference between gross and 
lesser sins and equally refused forgiveness to transgressors of every kind distorts the 
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idolaters, but left these to the forgiveness of God who alone 
has the power of pardoning sins committed against himself; 
and he asserted: "non est pax illi ab episcopo necessaria 
habituro gloriae suae (scil. martyrii) pacem et accepturo maiorem 
de domini dignatione mercedem," — "the absolution of the bishop 
is not needed by him who will receive the peace of his glory 
(J.e., martyrdom) and will obtain a greater reward from the 
approbation of the Lord" (Cypr. ep. 57. 4), and on the other 
hand taught : " peccato alterius inquinari alterum et idololatriam 
delinquentis ad non delinquentem transire/' — " the one is defiled 
by the sin of the other and the idolatry of the transgressor 
passes over to him who does not transgress." His proposition 
that none but God can forgive sins does not depotentiate the 
idea of the Church ; but secures both her proper religious signifi- 
cance and the full sense of her dispensations of grace : it limits 
her powers and extent in favour of her content. Refusal of her 
forgiveness under certain circumstances— though this does not 
exclude the confident hope of God's mercy— can only mean 
that in Novatian's view this forgiveness is the foundation of 
salvation and does not merely avert the certainty of perdition. 
To the Novatians, then, membership of the Church is not the 
sine qua non of salvation, but it really secures it in some measure. 
In certain cases nevertheless the Church may not anticipate the 
judgment of God. Now it is never by exclusion, but by re- 
admission, that she does so. As the assembly of the baptised, 
who have received God's forgiveness, the Church must be a 
real communion of salvation and of saints ; hence she cannot 
endure unholy persons in her midst without losing her essence. 
Each gross sinner that is tolerated within her calls her legiti- 
macy in question. But, from this point of view, the constitution 
of the Church, *>., the distinction of lay and spiritual and the 
authority of the bishops, likewise retained nothing but the 
secondary importance it had in earlier times. For, according to 
those principles, the primary question as regards Church member- 
truth as much as did the old reproach laid to his charge, viz., that he as " a Stoic" 
made no distinction between sins. Moreover, in excluding gross sinners, Novatian's 
followers did not mean to abandon them, but to leave them under the discipline 
and intercession of the Church. 
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ship is not connection with the clergy (the bishop). It is rather 
connection with the community, fellowship with which secures 
the salvation that may indeed be found outside its pale, but 
not with certainty. But other causes contributed to lessen the 
importance of the bishops : the art of casuistry, so far-reach- 
ing in its results, was unable to find a fruitful soil here, and 
the laity were treated in exactly the same way as the clergy. 
The ultimate difference between Novatian and Cyprian as to the 
idea of the Church and the power to bind and loose did not 
become clear to the latter himself. This was because, in regard 
to the idea of the Church, he partly overlooked the inferences 
from his own view and to some extent even directly repudiated 
them. An attempt to lay down a principle for judging the case 
is found in ep. 69. 7 : " We and the schismatics have neither the 
same law of the creed nor the same interrogation, for when 
they say: 'you believe in the remission of sins and eternal life 
through the holy Church', they speak falsely" ("non est una 
nobis et schismaticis symboli lex neque eadem interrogatio; 
nam cum dicunt, credis in remissionem peccatorum et vitam 
aeternam per sanctam ecclesiam, mentiuntur "). Nor did Diony- 
sius of Alexandria, who endeavoured to accumulate reproaches 
against Novatian, succeed in forming any effective accusation 
(Euseb., H. E. VII. 8). Pseudo-Cyprian had just as little success 
(ad Novatianum). 

It was not till the subsequent period, when the Catholic 
Church had resolutely pursued the path she had entered, that 
the difference in principle manifested itself with unmistakable 
plainness. The historical estimate of the contrast must vary 
in proportion as one contemplates the demands of primitive 
Christianity or the requirements of the time. The Novatian 
confederation undoubtedly preserved a valuable remnant of the 
old tradition. The idea that the Church, as a fellowship of 
salvation, must also be the fellowship of saints (Kx6xpoi) corre- 
sponds to the ideas of the earliest period. The followers of 
Novatian did not entirely identify the political and religious 
attributes of the Church; they neither transformed the gifts of 
salvation into means of education, nor confused the reality with 
the possibility <rf redemption ; and they did not completely lower 
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the requirements for a holy life. But on the other hand, in 
view of the minimum insisted upon, the claim that they were 
the really evangelical party and that they fulfilled the law of 
Christ* was a presumption. The one step taken to avert the 
secularising of the Church, exclusion of the lapsed, was certainly, 
considering the actual circumstances immediately following a 
great apostasy, a measure of radical importance ; but, estimated 
by the Gospel and in fact simply by the demands of the Mon- 
tanists fifty years before, it was remarkably insignificant. These 
Catharists did indeed go the length of expelling all so-called 
mortal sinners, because it was too crying an injustice to treat 
libellatici more severely than unabashed transgressors; 3 but, 
even then, it was still a gross self-deception to style them- 
selves the "pure ones", since the Novatian Churches speedily 
ceased to be any stricter than the Catholic in their renunciation 
of the world. At least we do not hear that asceticism and 
devotion to religious faith were very much more prominent in 

i The title of the evangelical life (evangelical perfection, imitation of Christ) in 
contrast to that of ordinary Catholic Christians, a designation which we first find 
among the Encratites (see Vol. I. p. 237, note 3) and Marcionites (see Tertull., adv. 
Marc. IV. 14: "Venio nunc ad ordinarias sententias Marcionis, per quas proprietatem 
•doctrinae suae inducit ad edictum, ut ita dixerim, Christi, Beati mendici etc. 1 ')) and 
then in Tertullian (in his pre-Montanist period, see ad mart, de patient, de psenit, 
de idolol.; in his later career, see de coron. 8, 9, 13, 14; de fuga 8, 13; de 
ieiun. 6, 8, I5;<le monog. 3, 5, 11; see Aub6, Les Chretiens dans Tempire Romain 
de la fin des Antonins, 1881, p. 237 fF.: "Chretiens intransigeants et Chretiens 
opportunistes") was expressly claimed by Novatian (Cypr., ep. 44. 3: "siNovatiani 
se adsertores eyangelii et Christi esse confitentur"; 46. 2: "nee putetis, sic vos 
evangelium Christi adserere"). Cornelius in Eusebius, H. E. VI. 43. 11 calls 
Novatian: 6 SKhtttrrifQ roV ihovyy*\lov. This is exceedingly instructive, and all the 
more so when we note that, even as far back as the end of the second century, it 
was not the "evangelical", but the lax, who declared the claims of the Gospel to 
be satisfied if they kept God in their hearts, but otherwise lived in entire conform- 
ity with the world. See Tertullian, de spec. 1; de paenit 5: "Sed aiunt quidam, 
satis deum habere, si corde et animo suspiciatur, licet actu minus fiat; itaque se 
salvo metu et fide peccare, hoc est salva castitate matrimonia violare etc."; de 
ieiun. 2: "Et scimus, quales sint carnalium commodorum suasoriae, quam facile 
dicatur: Opus est de totis praecordiis credam, diligam deum et proximum tanquam 
me. In his enim duobus praeceptis tota lex pendet et prophetae, non in pulmonum 
et intestinorum meorum inanitate." The Valentinian Heracleon was similarly 
understood, see above Vol. I. p. 262. 

* Tertullian (de pud. 22) had already protested vigorously against such injustice. 
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the Catharist Church than in the Catholic. On the contrary, 
judging from the sources that have come down to us, we may 
confidently say that the picture presented by the two Churches 
in the subsequent period was practically identical. l As Nova* 
tian's adherents did not differ from the opposite party in doctrine 
and constitution, their discipline of penance appears an archaic 
fragment which it was a doubtful advantage to preserve; and 
their rejection of the Catholic dispensations of grace (practice 
of rebaptism) a revolutionary measure, because it had insufficient 
justification. But the distinction between venial and mortal sins, 
a theory they held in common with the Catholic Church, could 
not but prove especially fatal to them ; whereas their opponents, 
through their new regulations as to penance, softened this dis- 
tinction, and that not to the detriment of morality. For an 
entirely different treatment of so-called gross and venial trans- 
gressions must in every case deaden the conscience towards 
the latter. 

5. If we glance at the Catholic Church and leave the 
melancholy recriminations out of account, we cannot fail to see 
the wisdom, foresight, and comparative strictness 3 with which 
the bishops carried out the great revolution that so depotentiated 
the Church as to make her capable of becoming a prop of 
civic society and of the state, without forcing any great changes 
upon them. 8 In learning to look upon the Church as a training 

1 From Socrates' Ecclesiastical History we can form a good idea of the state 
of the Novatian communities in Constantinople and Asia Minor. On the later 
history of the Catharist Church see my article "Novatian", l.c, 667 fF. The most 
remarkable feature of this history is the amalgamation of Novatian's adherents in 
Asia Minor with the Montanists and the absence of distinction between their man- 
ner of life and that of the Catholics. In the 4th century of course the Novatians 
were nevertheless very bitterly attacked. 

* This indeed was disputed by Hippolytus and Origen. 

8 This last conclusion was come to after painful scruples, particularly in the 
East— as we may learn from the 6th and 7th books of Eusebius' Ecclesiastical 
History. For a time the majority of the Oriental bishops adopted an attitude 
favourable to Novatian and unfavourable to Cornelius and Cyprian. Then they 
espoused the cause of the latter, though without adopting the milder discipline in 
all cases (see the canons of Ancyra and Neocaesarea IV. saec. init.). Throughout 
the East the whole question became involved in confusion, and was not decided 
in accordance with clear principles. In giving up the last remnant of her exclusiveness 
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school for salvation, provided with penalties and gifts of grace, 
and in giving up its religious independence in deference to her 
authority, Christendom as it existed in the latter half of the 
third century, * submitted to an arrangement that was really 
best adapted to its own interests. In the great Church every 
distinction between her political and religious conditions neces- 
sarily led to fatal disintegrations, to laxities, such as arose in 
Carthage owing to the enthusiastic behaviour of the confessors; 
or to the breaking up of communities. The last was a danger 

(the canons of Elvira are still very strict while those of Aries are lax), the Church 
became "Catholic" in quite a special sense, in other words, she became a com- 
munity where everyone could find his place, provided he submitted to certain 
regulations and rules. Then, and not till then, was the Church's pre-eminent im- 
portance for society and the state assured. It was no longer variance, and no longer; 
the sword (Matt. X. 34, 35), but peace and safety that she brought; she was now, 
capable of becoming an educative or, since there was little more to educate in the 
older society, a conservative power. At an earlier date the Apologists (Justin, 
Melito, Tertullian himself) had already extolled her as such, but it was not till 
now that she really possessed this capacity. Among Christians, first the Encratites 
and Marcionites, next the adherents of the new prophecy, and lastly the Novatians 
had by turns opposed the naturalisation of their religion in the world and the 
transformation of the Church into a political commonwealth. Their demands had 
progressively become less exacting, whence also their internal vigour had grown 
ever weaker. But, in view of the continuous secularising of Christendom, the 
Montanist demands at the beginning of the 3rd century already denoted no less 
than those of the Encratites about the middle of the second, and no more than 
those of the Novatians about the middle of the third. The Church resolutely 
declared war on all these attempts to elevate evangelical perfection to an inflexible 
law for all, and overthrew her opponents. She pressed on in her world-wide 
mission and appeased her conscience by allowing a twofold morality within her 
bounds. Thus she created the conditions which enabled the ideal of evangelical 
perfection to be realised in her own midst, in the form of monasticism, without 
threatening her existence. " What is monasticism but an ecclesiastical institution that 
makes it possible to separate oneself from the world and to remain in the Church, 
to separate oneself from the outward Church without renouncing her, to set oneself 
apart for purposes of sanctification and yet to claim the highest rank among her 
members, to form a brotherhood and yet to further the interests of the Church ? " 
In succeeding times great Church movements, such as the Montanist and Nova- 
tian, only succeeded in attaining local or provincial importance. See the movement 
at Rome at the beginning of the 4th century, of which we unfortunately know so 
little (Lipsius, Chronologie der romischen Bischofe, pp. 250—255), the Donatist 
Revolution, and the Audiani in the East. 

1 It is a characteristic circumstance that Tertullian's de ieiun. does not assume that 
the great mass of Christians possess an actual knowledge of the Bible. 
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incurred in all cases where the attempt was made to exercise 
unsparing severity. A casuistic proceeding was necessary as 
well as a firm union of the bishops as pillars of the Church. 
Not the least important result of the crises produced by the 
great persecutions was the fact that the bishops in West and 
East were thereby forced into closer connection and at the 
same time acquired full jurisdiction (" per episcopos solos peccata 
posse dimitti"). If we consider that the archiepiscopal constitu- 
tion had not only been simultaneously adopted, but had also 
attained the chief significance in the ecclesiastical organisation, * 
we may say that the Empire Church was completed the moment 
that Diocletian undertook the great reorganisation of his domin- 
ions. 3 No doubt the old Christianity had found its place in 
the new Church, but it was covered over and concealed. In 
spite of all that, little alteration had been made in the expression 
of faith, in religious language ; people spoke of the universal 
holy Church, just as they did a hundred years before. Here 
the development in the history of dogma was in a very special 
sense a development in the history of the Church. Catholicism 
was now complete; the Church had suppressed all utterances 
of individual piety, in the sense of their being binding on 

1 The condition of the constitution of the Church about the middle of the 3rd 
century (in accordance with Cyprian's epistles) is described by Otto Ritschl, 1. c, 
pp. 142 — 237. Parallels to the provincial and communal constitution of secular 
society are to be found throughout. 

. 3 To how great an extent the Church in Decius' time was already a state 
within the state is shown by a piece of information given in Cyprian's 55th epis- 
tle (c. 9.) : " Cornelius sedit intrepidus Romse in sacerdotali cathedra eo tempore : 
cum tyrannus infestus sacerdotibus dei fanda adque infanda comminaretur, cum 
multo patientius et tolerabilius audiret levari ad versus se aemulum principem quam 
constitui Romae dei sacerdotem." On the other hand the legislation with regard 
to Christian flamens adopted by the Council of Elvira, which, as Duchesne (Me- 
langes Renier: Le Concile d'Elvire et les fl amines chr&iens, 1886) has demonstrated, 
most probably dates from before the Diocletian persecution of 300, shows how 
closely the discipline of the Church had already been adapted to the heathen regu- 
lations in the Empire. In addition to this there was no lack of syncretist systems 
within Christianity as early as the 3rd century (see the Kta-roi of Julius Africanus, 
and other examples). Much information on this point is to be derived from Origen's 
works and also, in many respects, from the attitude of this author himself. We 
may also refer to relic- and hero-worship, the foundation of which was already laid 
in the 3rd century, though the "religion of the second order" did not become a 
recognised power in the Church or force itself into the official religion till the 4th. 
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Christians, and freed herself from every feature of exclusiveness. 
In order to be a Christian a man no longer required in any 
sense to be a saint. "What made the Christian a Christian 
was no longer the possession of charisms, but obedience to 
ecclesiastical authority," share in the gifts of the Church, and 
the performance of penance and good works. The Church by 
her edicts legitimised average morality, after average morality 
had created the authority of the Church. ("La m^diocrite fonda 
rautorite "). The dispensations of grace, that is, absolution and 
the Lord's Supper, abolished the charismatic gifts. The Holy 
Scriptures, the apostolic episcopate, the priests, the sacraments, 
average morality in accordance with which the whole world could 
live, were mutually conditioned. The consoling words: "Jesus 
receives sinners", were subjected to an interpretation that 
threatened to make them detrimental to morality. * And with 
all that the self-righteousness of proud ascetics was not excluded — 
quite the contrary. Alongside of a code of morals, to which 
any one in case of need could adapt himself, the Church began 
to legitimise a morality of self-chosen, refined sanctity, which 
really required no Redeemer. It was as in possession of this 
constitution that the great statesman found and admired her, 
and recognised in her the strongest support of the Empire. ' 

A comparison of the aims of primitive Christendom with those 
of ecclesiastical society at the end of the third century — a com- 
parison of the actual state of things at the different periods is 
hardly possible — will always lead to a disheartening result; 
but the parallel is in itself unjust. The truth rather is that 
the correct standpoint from which to judge the matter was al- 

1 See Tertullian's frightful accusations in de pudic. (10) and de ieiun. (fin) against 
the "Psychici", />., the Catholic Christians. He says that with them the saying, 
had really come to signify "peccando promeremur", by which, however, he does 
not mean the Augustinian : "o felix culpa". 

* The relation of this Church to theology, what theology she required and what 
she rejected, and, moreover, to what extent she rejected the kind that she accepted 
may be seen by reference to chap. 5 fF. We may here also direct attention to the 
peculiar position of Origen in the Church as well as to that of Lucian the Martyr,, 
concerning whom Alexander of Alexandria (Theoderet, H.E. 1. 3) remarks that he 
was a aToo-vv&yuyos in Antioch for a long time, namely,, during, the rule of three 
successive bishops. 
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ready indicated by Origen in the comparison he drew (c. Cels. 
III. 29. 30) between the Christian society of the third century 
and the non-Christian, between the Church and the Empire, 
the clergy and the magistrates. ! Amidst the general disorgan- 
isation of all relationships, and from amongst the ruins of a 
shattered fabric, a new structure, founded on the belief in one 
God, in a sure revelation, and in eternal life, was being labor- 
iously raised. It gathered within it more and more all the 
elements still capable of continued existence ; it readmitted the 
old world, cleansed of its grossest impurities, and raised holy 

1 We have already referred to the passage above. On account of its importance 
we may quote it here: 

"According to Celsus Apollo required the Metapontines to regard Aristeas as 
a god; but in their eyes the latter was but a man and perhaps not a virtuous one .. . 
They would therefore not obey Apollo, and thus it happened that no one believed 
in the divinity of Aristeas. But with regard to Jesus we may say that it proved 
a blessing to the human race to acknowledge him as the Son of God, as God who 
appeared on earth united with body and soul." Origen then says that the demons 
counterworked this belief, and continues: "But God who had sent Jesus on earth brought 
to nought all the snares' and plots of the demons and aided in the victory of the Gospel of 
Jesus throughout the whole earth in order to promote the conversion and ameliora- 
tion of men; and everywhere brought about the establishment of Churches which 
are ruled by other laws than those that regulate the Churches of the superstitious, 
the dissolute and the unbelieving. For of such people the civil population {wohtrev- 
6(jlsvx iv rxi$ ixxtyvixts t&v wohiuv TAq dtf) of the towns almost everywhere consists." 
A/ Si roG GeoG Xptvrfy nxfyrevfofoou ixxhyvlxi^ ffvve%STx£6psvxi rxi% Sv irxpotxoGvi 
SvjfjtMv ixxK^vixt^ uq Qwrriipsc sfoiv iv xdrpqi. r/$ yxp ovx civ Spotoyfaxt, xxi rob$ 
%*ipov$ r&v x*b rffc ixxtyr/xQ xxi vvyxpfau fteAndvav ih&,rrov$ toAA^j xpsfrrovq 
rvy%&vuv r&v iv roi$ StjfJLOiq 2xxAtf07£y; ixxhyvix plv yxp roG GsoG, <psp* giTs7v t % 
'Adtfypr* irpxelx" r/c xxi evrradifg, Urs 0*^5 xperxetv r$ M w&vi fiovAopevvf jj 
d'AQyvx/uv ixxKyvix vrxvi&Sw xxi obSxpSs KxpxfixKKoiL&vy ry ixst ixxhyvix roG 
®soG m rd S*xlrb i pe7$, Kept ixxKyvix$ roG SsoC rifc iv KopfvQtp xxi rfc ixxk^vix^ roG 
$vjfjt,ov KopivMw, xociy $&p* et7re7v> irepi ixxhyvixs roG SsoG ryq iv *Ate%xv$psix i xxi 
ixxAyviXQ roG 7 Ate%xvSpgm Sfjpov. xxi ixv evyvupuv J 6 rotrav xxofav xxi QtXxXtjfaq 
i%€T&%ifl rx irp&yfiotr*, bxvp,&v%rxi rdv xxi fiovtevvx'pivav xxi xvtvxt SvvyMvrx 
* •kolvtxxoG qvvrfoxvbxi ixxKyvixs roG 0soO, iexpoixovvx$ ixxK^viou^r&v xx$* ix&vryv 
w6*tv SfjftM outgo Si xxi fiovAijv ixxXwixs S10G 0ot/A$ ry xxfr ixfortfv *6Kiv vvve- 
%8tx£uv eVpotQ %v Vrt nviQ piv rfc ixxXyrixc (Sovtevrxi 'x%toi sift — s7 rfc ivriv iv 
r$ nxvri v6Aiq roG ®eoG — iv exs/vy iFoXtrevtrbxt 61 Si iexvrx%oG fiovAevrxi evSiv %%tov 
rife ix xxtxt£%bw$ vvepoxfa fa virtpi%uv SoxoGo-t r&v ttoA/t&v, Qepovo-tv iv to7$ ixvr&v 
tyfoviv oVroa Si xxi Up%ovrx ixxKyvlxs ix&qrm w6\tus Hpxovrt r&v iv ry TdAet 
a-vyxptriov Yvx xxrxvofoy^ tirt xxi iwi r&v v$6Spx xiroTvyxxvopevuv (ZovAevrtiv xxi 
&p%6vT(»v ixxAyrfxQ €>eoV, xxi (xQuporSpw ifxpx roi>Q svrovarepwq (ZtoGvrxQ ouSiv 
$rr6v ivriv tvpeiv ag iwfoxv vieipoxftv Tyv iv t% iwi txq xperxc npoxQiey irxpx rx 
Vjfy r&v iv rxi$ ie6htvi fiovAevrSv xxi xp%6vrm. 
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barriers to secure its conquests against all attacks. Within this 
edifice justice and civic virtue shone with no greater bright- 
ness than they did upon the earth generally; but within it 
burned two mighty flames — the assurance of eternal life, guaran- 
teed by Christ, and the practice of mercy. He who knows 
history is aware that the influence of epoch-making personages 
is not to be sought in its direct consequences alone, as these 
speedily disappear: that structure which prolonged the life of 
a dying world, and brought strength from the Holy One to 
another, struggling into existence, was also partly founded on 
the Gospel, and but for this would neither have arisen nor 
attained solidity. Moreover, a Church had been created within 
which the pious layman could find a holy place of peace and 
edification. With priestly strife he had nothing to do, nor had 
he any concern in the profound and subtle dogmatic system 
whose foundation was now being laid. We may say that the 
religion of the laity attained freedom in proportion as it became 
impossible for them to take part in the establishment and 
guardianship of the official Church system. It is the professional 
guardians of this ecclesiastical edifice who are the real martyrs 
of religion, and it is they who have to bear the consequences 
of the worldliness and lack of genuineness pertaining to the 
system. But to the layman who seeks from the Church nothing 
more than aid in raising himself to God, this worldliness and 
unveracity do not exist. During the Greek period, however, 
laymen were only able to recognise this advantage to a limited 
extent. The Church dogmatic and the ecclesiastical system 
were still too closely connected with their own interests. It 
was in the Middle Ages, that the Church first became a Holy 
Mother and her house a house of prayer-^for the Germanic 
peoples; for these races were really the children of the Church, 
and they themselves had not helped to rear the house in which 
they worshipped. 
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ADDENDA. 

I. The Priesthood. The completion of the old Catholic 
conception of the Church, as this idea was developed in the 
latter half of the third century, is perhaps most clearly shown 
in the attribute of priesthood, with which the clergy were in- 
vested and which conferred on them the greatest importance. * 
The development of this conception, whose adoption is a proof 
that the Church had assumed a heathen complexion, cannot 
be more particularly treated of here. a What meaning it has 

1 Ritschl, Entstehung der altkatholischen Kirche pp. 362, 368, 394, 461, 555 r 
560, 576. Otto Ritschl, I.e., pp. 208, 218, 231. Hatch "Organisation of the 
early Christian Church", Lectures 5 and 6; id., Art. "Ordination", "Priest", in the 
Dictionary of Christian Antiquities. Hauck, Art. "Priester" in Herzog's Real- 
Encyklopadie, 2nd ed. Voigt, l.c, p. 175 ff. Sohm, Kirchenrecht I. p. 205 ff- 
Louw, Het ontstaan van het Priesterschap in de christ. Kerk, Utrecht, 1892. 

2 Clement of Rome was the first to compare the conductors of public worship- 
in Christian Churches with the priests and Levites, and the author of the At$x%vf 
was the first to liken the Christian prophets to the high priests. It cannot, however,, 
be shown that there were any Christian circles where the leaders were directly 
styled " priests " before the last quarter of the 2nd century. We can by no means 
fall back on Ignatius, Philad. 9, nor on Iren., IV. 8. 3, which passage is rather 
to be compared with At$. 13. 3. It is again different in Gnostic circles, which in 
this case, too, anticipated the .secularising process; read for example the description 
of Marcus in Iren., I. 13. Here, mutatis mutandis, we have the later Catholic 
bishop, who alone is able to perform a mysterious sacrifice to whose person 
powers of grace are attached — the formula of bestowal was : fisrccioCveU 901 Uk» 
TifC *l*fo Z*P' T °G • • • A<fyt0#vs £*"' efMdv kou $t* sfxSv %&ptv, and through whose 
instrumentality union with God can alone be attained: the atTo^vrpaxrn; (I. 21.) is 
only conferred through the mystagogue. Much of a similar nature is to be found, 
and we can expressly say that the distinction between priestly mystagogues and laymen 
was of fundamental importance in many Gnostic societies (see also the writings of 
the Coptic Gnostics); it was different in the Marcionite Church. Tertullian (de 
bapt 1 7) was the first to call the bishop " summus sacerdos ", and the older opinion 
that he merely "played" with the idea is untenable, and refuted by Pseudo-Cyprian, 
de aleat. 2 ("sacerdotal'is dignitas"). In his Antimontanist writings the former has 
repeatedly repudiated any distinction in principle of a particular priestly class 
among Christians, as well as the application of certain injunctions to this order 
(de exhort. 7: "nonne et laici sacerdotes sumus?... adeo ubi ecclesiastici ordinis 
non est consessus, et offers et tinguis et sacerdos es tibi solus, sed ubi tres, 
ecclesia est, licet laici."; de monog. 7). We may perhaps infer from his works 
that before about the year 200, the name "priest" was not yet universally applied 
to bishop and presbyters in Carthage (but see after this de praescr. 29, 41 : sacer- 
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is shown by its application in Cyprian and the original of the 
first six books of the Apostolic Constitutions (see Book II.). 
The bishops (and also the presbyters) are priests, in so far as 
they alone are empowered to present the sacrifice as represent- 
atives of the congregation before God 1 and in so far as they 
dispense or refuse the divine grace as representatives of God 
in relation to the congregation. In this sense they are also 
judges in God's stead. 3 The position here conceded to the 

dotalia munera; de pud. 1, 21; de monog. 12: disciplina sacerd.; de exhort 7: 
sacerdotalis ordo; ibid. 11: "et offeres pro duabus uxoribus, et commendabis illas 
duas per sacerdotem de monogamia ordinatum; de virg. vel. 9 : sacerdotaje ofhcium ; 
Scorp. 7: sacerdos). The latest writings of Tertullian show us indeed that the 
name and the conception which it represents were already prevalent. Hippolytus 
(Philos. praef. : &v $1**7$ hfoo%Qi rvyx^ vovr8 Q r *t Tt &vr%$ %&ptroQ fA9r4x ovre Q 
fy%itpoer*iot$ xai foiato'xatktot^ see also the Arabian canons) expressly claimed high 
priesthood for the bishops, and Origen thought he was justified in giving the 
name of "Priests and Levites" to those who conducted public worship among 
Christians. This he indeed did with reserve (see many passages, e&, Horn. II. in 
Num., Vol. II. p. 278; Horn. VI. in Lev., Vol. II. p. 211; Comment, in Joh.,Vol. 
I.- 3), but yet to a far greater extent than Clement (see Bigg, l.c, p. 214 f.). In 
Cyprian and the literature of the Greek Church in the immediately following period 
we find the designation "priest" as the regular and most customary name for the 
bishop and presbyters. Novatian (Jerome, de vir. inl. 70) wrote a treatise de 
sacerdote and another de ordinatione. The notable and momentous change of 
conception expressed in the idea can be traced by us through its preparatory stages 
almost as little as the theory of the apostolic succession of the bishops. Irenaeus 
(IV. 8. 3, 17. 5, 18. 1) and Tertullian, when compared with Cyprian, appear here 
as Representatives of primitive Christianity. They firmly assert the priesthood of 
the whole congregation. That the laity had as great a share as the leaders of 
the Churches in the transformation of the latter into Priests is moreover shown 
by the bitter saying of Tertullian (de monog. 12): "Sed cum extollimuretinflamur 
adversus clerum, tunc unum omnes sumus, tunc omnes sacerdotes, quia 'sacerdotes 
nos deo et patri fecit'. Cum ad peraequationem discipline sacerdotalis provocamur, 
deponimus infulas." 

1 See Sohm, I. p. 207. 

3 The "deservire altari et sacrificia divina celebrare" (Cypr., ep. 67. 1) is the 
distinctive function of the sacerdos del. It may further be said, however, that all 
ceremonies of public worship properly belong to him, and Cyprian has moreover 
contrived to show that this function of the bishop as leader of the Church follows 
from his priestly attributes; for as priest the bishop is antistes Christi (dei); 
see epp. 59. 18: 61.2: 63. 14: 66.5, and this is the basis of his right and duty to 
preserve the lex evangelica and the traditio dominica in every respect. As antistes 
des y however, an attribute bestowed on the bishop by the apostolic succession and 
the laying on of hands, he has also received the power of the keys, which confers 
the right to judge in Christ's stead and to grant or refuse the divine grace. In 

9 
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higher clergy corresponds to that of the mystagogue in heathen 
religions, and is acknowledged to be borrowed from the latter. l 
Divine grace already appears as a sacramental consecration of 
an objective nature, the bestowal of which is confined to spirit- 
ual personages chosen by God. This fact is no way affected 
by the perception that an ever increasing reference is made to 
the Old Testament priests as well as to the whole Jewish cere- 
monial and ecclesiastical regulations. s It is true that there is 
no other respect in which Old Testament commandments were 
incorporated with Christianity to such an extent as they were 
in this. * But it can be proved that this formal adoption every- 

Cyprian's conception of the episcopal office the successio apostolica and the position 
of vicegerent of Christ (of God) counterbalance each other; he also tried to 
amalgamate both elements (ep. 55. 8: "cathedra sacerdotalis). It is evident that as 
far as the inner life of each church was concerned, the latter and newer necessarily 
proved the more important feature. In the East, where the thought of the apos- 
tolical succession of the bishops never received such pronounced expression as in 
Rome it was just this latter element that was almost exclusively emphasised from 
the end of the 3rd century. Ignatius led the way when he compared the bishop, in 
his position towards the individual community, with God and Christ. He, how- 
ever, is dealing in images, but at a later period the question is about realities 
based on a mysterious transference. 

1 Soon after the creation of a professional priesthood, there also arose a class 
of inferior clergy. This was first the case in Rome. This development was not 
uninfluenced by the heathen priesthood, and the temple service (see my article in Texte 
und Untersuchungen EL 5). Yet Sohm, 1. c, p. 128 ff.,has disputed this, and proposed 
modifications, worth considering, in my view of the origin of the ordines mtwres. 

3 Along with the sacerdotal laws, strictly so called, which Cyprian already 
understood to apply in a frightful manner (see his appeal to Deut. XVII. 12; 
1 Sam. VIII. 7: Luke X. 16; John XVIII. 22 f.; Acts XXIII. 4—5 in epp. 3.43, 
59. 66), other Old Testament commandments could not fail to be introduced. Thus 
the commandment of tithes, which Irenseus had still asserted to be abolished, was 
now for the first time established (see Origen; Constit Apost. and my remarks on 
A<£. c. 13); and hence Mosaic regulations as to ceremonial cleanness were adopted 
(see Hippol. Canones arab. 17; Dionys. Alex., ep. canon.). Constantine was the 
first to base the observance of Sunday on the commandment as to the Sabbath. 
Besides, the West was always more hesitating in this respect than the East. In 
Cyprian's time, however, the classification and dignity of the clergy were everywhere 
upheld by an appeal to Old Testament commandments, though reservations still 
continued to be made here and there. 

* Tertullian (de pud. I.) sneeringly named the bishop of Rome "pontifex maximus", 
thereby proving that he clearly recognised the heathen colouring given to the 
episcopal office. With the picture of the bishop drawn by the Apostolic constitutions 
may be compared the ill-natured descriptions of Paul of Samosata in Euseb., VII. 30. 
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where took place at a subsequent date, that is, it had practi- 
cally no influence on the development itself, which was not 
legitimised by the commandments till a later period, and that 
often in a somewhat lame fashion. We may perhaps say that 
the development which made the bishops and elders priests 
altered the inward form of the Church in a more radical fashion 
than any other. "Gnosticism", which the Church had repudi- 
ated in the second century, became part of her own system in 
the third. As her integrity had been made dependent on in- 
alienable objective standards, the adoption even of this greatest 
innovation, which indeed was in complete harmony with the 
secular element within her, was an elementary necessity. In 
regard to every sphere of Church life, and hence also in respect 
to the development of dogma * and the interpretation of the 
Holy Scriptures, the priesthood proved of the highest signifi- 
cance. The clerical exposition of the sacred books, with its 
frightful ideas, found its earliest advocate in Cyprian and had 
thus a most skilful champion at the very first. s 

II. Sacrifice. In Book I., chap. III., § 7, we have al- 
ready shown what a wide field the idea of sacrifice occupied 
in primitive Christendom, and how it was specially connected 
with the celebration of the Lord's Supper. The latter was re- 

1 Yet this influence, in a direct form at least, can only be made out at a compar- 
atively late period. But nevertheless, from the middle of the 3rd century the 
priests alone are possessed of knowledge. As pAfyo-tq and fivvTotywylx are insep- 
arably connected in the mysteries and Gnostic societies, and the mystagogue was 
at once knowing one and priest, so also in the Catholic Church the priest is accounted 
the knowing one. Doctrine itself became a mystery to an increasing extent. 

3 Examples are found in epp. 1, 3, 4, 33, 43, 54, 57, 59, 65, 66. But see Iren., 
IV. 26. 2, who is little behind Cyprian here, especially when he threatens offenders 
with the fate of Dathan and Abiram. One of the immediate results of the forma- 
tion of a priestly and spiritual class was that the independent "teachers" now 
shared the fate of the old "prophets" and became extinct (see my edition of the 
Attaxt* prolegg* PP» *3* — 137). It is an instructive fact that Theoktistus of Cae- 
sarea and . Alexander of Jerusalem in order to prove in opposition to Demetrius 
that independent teachers were still tolerated, /".*., allowed to speak in public meetings 
of the Church, could only appeal to the practice of Phrygia and Lycaonia, that 
is, to the habit of outlying provinces where, besides, Montanism had its original 
seat. Euelpis in Laranda, Paulinus in Iconium, and Theodoras in Synnada, who 
nourished about 216, are in addition to Origen the last independent teachers (*.*., 
outside the ranks of the clergy) known to us in Christendom (Euseb., H. E. VL 19 fin.). 
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garded as the pure (*>., to be presented with a pure heart), 
bloodless thank-offering of which Malachi had prophesied in 
I. II. Priesthood and sacrifice, however, are mutually conditioned. 
The alteration of the concept " priest " necessarily led to a 
simultaneous and corresponding change in the idea of sacrifice, 
just as, conversely, the latter reacted on the former. l In Irenaeus 
and Tertullian the old conception of sacrifice, viz., that prayers 
are the Christian sacrifice and that the disposition of the believer 
hallows his whole life even as it does his offering, and forms 
a well-pleasing sacrifice to God, remains essentially unchanged. 
In particular, there is no evidence of any alteration in the 
notion of sacrifice connected with the Lord's Supper v 3 But 
nevertheless we can already trace a certain degree of modification 
in Tertullian. Not only does he give fasting, voluntary celibacy, 
martyrdom, etc., special prominence among the sacrificial acts 
of a Christian life, and extol their religious value — as had al- 
ready been done before; but he also attributes a God-propi- 
tiating significance to these performances, and plainly designates 
them as "merita" ("promereri deum ,, ). To the best of my belief 
Tertullian was the first who definitely regarded ascetic perform- 
ances as propitiatory offerings and ascribed to them the "potestas 
reconciliandi iratum deum." s But he himself was far from using 

1 See Dollinger, Die Lehre von der Eucharistie in den ersten drei Jahrhunderten,. 
1826. Hofling, Die Lehre der altesten Kirche vom Opfer, p. 71 ff. Th. Harnack,. 
Der christliche Gemeindegottesdienst im apostoliscben und altkatholischen Zeitalter, 
p. 342 ff. Steitz, Art. "Messe" in Herzog's Real Encyklopadie, end ed. It is idle 
to enquire whether the conception of the "sacerdotium" or thatofthe"sacrificium"" 
was first altered, because they are correlative ideas. 

2 See the proof passages in Hofling, 1. c, who has also treated in detail Clement 
and Origen's idea of sacrifice, and cf. the beautiful saying of Irenaeus IV. 18. 3 r 
"Non sacrificia sanctificant hominem; non enim indiget sacrificio deus; sed con- 
scientia eius qui offert sanctificat sacrificium, pura exsistens, et prsestat acceptare- 
deum quasi ab amico" (on the offering in the Lord's Supper see Iren. IV. 17. 5, 
18. 1); Tertull., Apolog. 30; de orat. 28; adv. Marc. III. 22; IV. 1,35: adv. Jud. 5^ 
de virg. vel. 13. 

* Cf. specially the Montanist writings; the treatise de ieiunio is the most impor- 
tant among them in this case; see cc. 7, 16; de resurr. 8. On the use of the word 
"satisfacere" and the new ideas on the point which arose in the West (cf. also the- 
word " meritum ") see below chap. 5. 2 and the 2nd chap, of the 5th Vol. Note- 
that the 2nd Ep. of Clement already contains the sayings: x*Adv itemtoo-vvy uq, 
fierdvoia ufiaprfaQ' xpsfoo-m y^rtiot irpoo-tvx*iQ> Ihsmiovtvy $i &fiQorfpM . . . Ia* tj- 
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this fatal theory, so often found in his works, to support a lax 
Church practice that made Christianity consist in outward forms. 
This result did not come about till the eventful decades, prolific 
in new developments, that elapsed between the persecutions of 
Septimius and Decius; and in the West it is again Cyprian 
who is our earliest witness as to the new view and practice. * In 
the first place, Cyprian was quite familiar with the idea of 
ascetic propitiations and utilised it in the interest of the Catholi- 
city of the Church; secondly, he propounded a new theory of 
the offering in the cultus. As far as the first point is concerned, 
Cyprian's injunctions with regard to it are everywhere based on 
the understanding that even after baptism no one can be with- 
out sin (de op. et eleemos. 3) ; and also on the firm conviction 
that this sacrament can only have a retrospective virtue. Hence 
he concludes that we must appease God, whose wrath has been 
aroused by sin, through performances of our own, that is, 
through offerings that bear the character of " satisfactions". In 
other words we must blot out transgressions by specially meritorious 
deeds in order thus to escape eternal punishment. These deeds 

tiorvvy yap KOV(pt<T(zx ccfiatpriaq yivtrcu (16. 4; similar expressions occur in the 
a Shepherd"). But they only show how far back we find the origin of these injunc- 
tions borrowed from Jewish proverbial wisdom. One cannot say that they had no 
effect at all on Christian life in the 2nd century; but we do not yet find the idea 
that ascetic performances are a sacrifice offered to a wrathful God. Martyrdom seems 
to have been earliest viewed as a performance which expiated sins. In Tertullian's 
time the theory, that it was on a level with baptism (see Melito, 12. Fragment 
in Otto, Corp. Apol. IX. p. 418: $vo rvvirrtt t* UQectv ccfxxprtifxdcTX ir*pt%6n*vx, 
ir&Ao$ hk Xpio-rbv kx) $&icti9ilx\ had long been universally diffused and was also 
■exegetically grounded. In fact, men went a step further and asserted that the merits 
of martyrs could also benefit others. This view had likewise become established long 
before Tertullian's day, but was opposed by him (de pudic. 22), when martyrs abused 
the powers universally conceded to them. Origen went furthest here ; see exhort, ad 
mart. 50: Uvirep ripita a7fiotri toC 'tyrof? v.yop&o-fyfxsv . . . oVruq r$ rtpftp offpetTt 
tSv paprvpav ayopewtofoovToti TtveQ; Horn. X. in Num. c.II. : "ne forte, ex quo mar- 
tyres non fiunt et hostiae sanctorum non offeruntur pro peccatis nostris, peccatorum 
nostrorum remissionem non mereamur." The origin of this thought is, on the one 
hand, to be sought for in the wide-spread notion that the sufferings of an innocent 
man benefit others, and, on the other, in the belief that Christ himself suffered in 
the martyrs (see, *.£•., ep. Lugd. in Euseb., H. E. V. 1. 23, 41). 

1 In the East it was Origen who introduced into Christianity the rich treasure 
of ancient ideas that had become associated with sacrifices. See Bigg's beautiful 
account in "The Christian Platonists of Alexandria," Lect. IV. — VI. 
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Cyprian terms "merita", which either possess the character of 
atonements, or, in case there are no sins to be expiated, entitle 
the Christian to a special reward (merces). * But, along with 
lamentationes and acts of penance, it is principally alms-giving 
that forms such means of atonement (see de lapsis, 35,36). In 
Cyprian's eyes this is already the proper satisfaction; mere 
prayer, that is, devotional exercises unaccompanied by fasting 
and alms, being regarded as "bare and unfruitful". In the 
work "de opere et eleemosynis" which, after a fashion highly 
characteristic of Cyprian, is made dependent on Sirach and 
Tobias, he has set forth a detailed theory of what we may 
call alms-giving as a means of grace in its relation to baptism 
and salvation. 3 However, this practice can only be viewed as 
a means of grace in Cyprian's sense in so far as God has ac : 
cepted it, that is, pointed it out. In itself it is a free human 
act. After the Decian persecution and the rearrangement of 
ecclesiastical affairs necessitated by it, works and alms (opera 
et eleemosynae) made their way into the absolution system of 
the Church, and were assigned a permanent place in it. Even 

1 Moreover, Tertullian (Scorp. 6) had already said : " Quomodo multae mansiones 
apud patrem, si non pro varietate meritorum." 

3 See c. i: Nam cum dominus adveniens sanasset ilia, quae Adam portaverit 
vulnera et venena serpentis antiqua curasset, legem dedit sano et praecepit, ne 
ultra iam peccaret, ne quid peccanti gravius eveniret; coartati eramus et in angustum 
innocentias praescriptione conclusi, nee haberet quid fragilitatis humanae innrmitas 
adque imbecillitas faceret, nisi iterum pietas divina subveniens iustitiae et miseri- 
cordiae operibus ostensis viam quandam tuendae salutis aperiret, ut sordes postmodum 
quascumque contrahimus eleemosynis ahluamus." c. 2: sicut lavacro aquae salutaris 
gehennse ignis extinguitur, ita eleemosynis adque operationibus iustus delictorum 
flamma sopitur, et quia semel in baptismo remissa peccatorum datur, adsidua et 
iugis operatio baptismi instar imitata dei rursus indulgentiam largiatur." 5, 6, 9. 
In c. 18 Cyprian already established an arithmetical relation between the number of 
alms-offerings and the blotting out of sins, and in c. 21, in accordance with an 
ancient idea which Tertullian and Minucius Felix, however, only applied to martyrdom, 
he describes the giving of alms as a spectacle for God and Christ. In Cyprian's 
epistles "satisfacere deo" is exceedingly frequent. It is almost still more important 
to note the frequent use of the expression u promereri deum (iudicem)" in Cyprian. 
See de unitate 15: "iustitia opus est, ut promereri quis possit deum iudicem: 
praeceptis eius et monitis obtemperandum est, ut accipiant merita nostra mercedem." 
18; de lapsis 31; de orat. 8, 32, 36; de mortal. 10; de op. 11, 14, 15, 26; de 
bono pat. 18; ep. 62. 2: 73. 10. Here it is everywhere assumed that Christians, 
acquire God's favour by their works. 
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the Christian who has forfeited his Church membership by ah* 
juration may ultimately recover it by deeds of sacrifice, of course 
under the guidance and intercessory cooperation of the Church. 
The dogmatic dilemma we find here cannot be more clearly 
characterised than by simply placing the two doctrines professed 
by Cyprian side by side. These are: — (i) that the sinfulness 
common to each individual can only be once extirpated by the 
power of baptism derived from the work of Christ, and (2) that 
transgressions committed after baptism, inclusive of mortal sins, 
can and must be expiated solely by spontaneous acts of sacrifice 
under the guidance of kind mother Church. ! A Church cap- 
able of being permanently satisfied with such doctrines would 
very soon have lost the last remains of her Christian character. 
What was wanted was a means of grace, similar to baptism 
and granted by God through Christ, to which the opera et 
eleemosynce are merely to bear the relation of accompanying 
acts. But Cyprian was no dogmatist and was not able to form 
a doctrine of the means of grace. He never got beyond his 
" propitiate God the judge by sacrifices after baptism" ("pro- 
mereri deum judicem post baptismum sacrificiis "), and merely 
hinted, in an obscure way, that the absolution of him who has 
committed a deadly sin after baptism emanates from the same 
readiness of God to forgive as is expressed in that rite, and 
that membership in the Church is a condition of absolution. 
His whole theory as to the legal nature of man's (the Chris- 
tian's) relationship to God, and the practice, inaugurated by 
Tertullian, of designating this connection by terms derived from 
Roman law continued to prevail in the West down to Augus- 
tine's time. a But, during this whole interval, no book was written 
by a Western Churchman which made the salvation of the 
sinful Christian dependent on ascetic offerings of atonement, 

1 Baptism with blood is not referred to here. 

8 With modifications, this has still continued to be the case beyond Augustine's 
time down to the Catholicism of the present day. Cyprian is the father of the 
Romish doctrine of good works and sacrifice. Yet is it remarkable that he was not 
yet familiar with the theory according to which man must acquire merita. In his 
mind "merits" and "blessedness" are not yet rigidly correlated ideas; but the 

15 (see p. 134, note 3). 
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with so little regard to Christ's grace and the divine factor in 
the case, as Cyprian's work de opere et eleetnosynis. 

No less significant is Cyprian's advance as regards the idea 
of the sacrifice in public worship, and that in three respects. 1 
To begin with, Cyprian was the first to associate the specific 
offering, i.e., the Lord's Supper 1 with the specific priesthood. 
Secondly, he was the first to designate the passio dominis, nay, 
the sanguis Christi and the dominica hostia as the object of 
the eucharistic offering. 2 Thirdly, he expressly represented the 

1 u Sacrificare ", "sacrificium celebrare", in all passages where they are unaccom- 
panied by any qualifying words, mean to celebrate the Lord's Supper. Cyprian 
has never called prayer a "sacrifice" without qualifying terms; on the contrary he 
collocates "preces" and "sacrificium", and sometimes also "oblatio" and "sacrifi- 
cium". The former is then the offering of the laity and the latter of the priests. 

* Cf. the whole 63rd epistle and above all c. 7: "Et quia passionis eius men- 
tionem in sacrificiis omnibus facimus, passio est enim domini sacrificium quod 
offerrimus, nihil aliud quam quod ille fecit facere debemus"; c. 9.: "unde apparet 
sanguinem Christi non offerri, si desit vinum calici." 13; de unit. 17: "dominicse 
hostiae veritatem per falsa sacrificia profanare"; ep. 63. 4: "sacramentum sacrificii 
dominici". The transference of the sacrificial idea to the consecrated elements, 
which, in all probability, Cyprian already found in existence, is ultimately based 
on the effort to include the element of mystery and magic in the specifically 
sacerdotal ceremony of sacrifice, and to make the Christian offering assume, though 
not visibly, the form of a bloody sacrifice, such as secularised Christianity desired. 
This transference, however, was the result of two causes. The first has been 
already rightly stated by Ernesti (Antimur. p. 94) in the words: "quia eucharistia 
habet avafj.vma'iv Christi mortui et sacrificii eius in cruce peracti, propter ea paul- 
latim ccepta est tota eucharistia sacrificium dici." In Cyprian's 63rd. epistle it is 
still observable how the "calicem in commemorationem domini et passionis eius 
offerre" passes over into the "sanguinem Christi offerre", see also Euseb. demonstr. 
I. 13: ftvif^cffy rij$ Quo-face Xpta-roG irpoo-Qepetv and rijv Hva-atpxov rov Xpta-roG wapovo-fecv 
xxt rd xctrxprirftev atvroG a-Sipac npoo-Qepstv. The other cause has been specially 
pointed out by Theodore Harnack (l.c, p. 409 f.). In ep. 63. 2 and in many other 
passages Cyprian expresses the thought "that in the Lord's Supper nothing else is 
done by us but what- the Lord has first done for us." But he says that at the 
institution of the Supper the Lord first offered himself as a sacrifice to God the 
Father. Consequently the priest officiating in Christ's stead only presents a true 
and perfect offering when he imitates what Christ has done (c. 14: "si Christus 
Jesus dominus et deus noster ipse est summus sacerdos dei patris et ' sacrificium 
patri se ipsum obtulit et hoc fieri in sui commemorationem praecepit, utique ille 
sacerdos vice Christi vere fungitur, qui id quod Christus fecit imitatur et sacrificium 
verum et plenum tunc offert in ecclesia deo patri, si sic incipiat offerre secundum 
quod ipsum Christum videat obtulisse"). This brings us to the conception of the 
repetition of Christ's sacrifice by the priest. But in Cyprian's case it was still, so 
to speak, only a notion verging on that idea, that is, he only leads up to it, 
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celebration of the Lord's Supper as an incorporation of the 
congregation and its individual members with Christ, and was 
the first to bear clear testimony as to the special importance 
attributed to commemoration of the celebrators ("vivi et defuncti"), 
though no other can be ascertained than a specially strong 
intercession. l But this is really the essential effect of the sac- 
rifice of the supper as regards the celebrators; for however 
much the conceptions about this ceremony might be heightened, 
and whatever additions might be made to its ritual, forgiveness 
of sins in the strict sense could not be associated with it. 
Cyprian's statement that every celebration of the Lord's Supper 
is a repetition or imitation of Christ's sacrifice of himself, and 
that the ceremony has therefore an expiatory value remains a 
mere assertion, though the Romish Church still continues to 

abstains from formulating it with precision, or drawing any further conclusions from 
it, and even threatens the idea itself inasmuch as he still appears to conceive the 
"calicem in commemorationem domini et passionis eius offerre" as identical with 
it. As far as the East is concerned we find in Origen no trace of the assumption 
of a repeated sacrifice of Christ. But in the original of the first 6 books of the 
Apostolic Constitutions this conception is also wanting, although the Supper cere- 
monial has assumed an exclusively sacerdotal character (see II. 25 : eel r6rt (in the 
old covenant) ivvlou, vGv tit%ou xod $tfagi$ xoit tvxecpivrieu. II. 53). The passage 
VI. 23 : &vr) 6v<r/xt; t*Jc $t ctifidruv t$v Aoy/xify xcu iva/fxaxrov xoti ryv (xvo-rtKyv, 
Mrt$ tl$ rdv b&voirov roG xvpfov o-vpfidhwv x&P tv fairtMtrai roG trafxatros abroG xai 
toG a/fxaroQ does not belong to the original document, but to the interpolator. 
With the exception therefore of one passage in the Apostolic Church order (printed 
in my edition of the Didache prolegg. p. 236) viz. : $ npoo-Qotfc roG o-uparoe xoti 
toG ctffAoeroQ, we possess no proofs that there was any mention in the East before 
Eusebius' time of a sacrifice of Christ's body in the Lord's Supper. From this, 
however, we must by no means conclude that the mystic feature in the celebration 
of the sacrifice had been less emphasised there. 

1 In ep. 63. 13 Cyprian has illustrated the incorporation of the community with 
Christ by the mixture of wine and water in the Supper, because the special aim 
of the epistle required this: "Videmus in aqua populum intellegi, in vino vero 
ostendi sanguinem Christi; quando autem in calice vino aqua miscetur, Christo 
populus adunatur et credentium plebs ei in quern credidit copulatur et iungitur etc." 
The special mention of the offerers (see already Tertullian's works: de corona 3, 
de exhort, cast. II, and de monog. 10) therefore means that the latter commend 
themselves to Christ as his own people, or are recommended to him as such. On 
the Praxis see Cyprian ep. 1 . 2 u . . . si quis hoc fecisset, non offerretur pro eo nee 
sacrificium pro dormitione eius celebraretur"; 62. 5: "ut fratres nostros in mente 
habeatis orationibus vestris et eis vicem boni operis in sacrificiis et precibus 
representees, subdidi nomina singulorum." 
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repeat this doctrine to the present day. For the idea that 
partaking of the Lord's Supper cleansed from sin like the 
mysteries of the Great Mother (magna mater) and Mithras, though 
naturally suggested by the ceremonial practice, was counter- 
acted by the Church principles of penance and by the doctrine 
of baptism. As a sacrificial rite the Supper never became a 
ceremony equivalent in effect to baptism. But no doubt, as far 
as the popular conception was concerned, the solemn ritual 
copied from the ancient mysteries could not but attain an 
indescribably important significance. It is not possible, within 
the framework of the history of dogma, to describe the develop- 
ment of religious ceremonial in the third century, and to show 
what a radical alteration took place in men's conceptions with 
regard to it (cf. for example, Justin with Cyprian). But, in 
dealing with the history of dogma within this period, we must 
clearly keep in view the development of the cultus, the new 
conceptions of the value of ritual, and the reference of cere- 
monial usages to apostolic tradition; for there was plainly a 
remodelling of the ritual in imitation of the ancient mysteries 
and of the heathen sacrificial system, and this fact is admitted 
by Protestant scholars of all parties. Ceremonial and doctrine 
may indeed be at variance, for the latter may lag behind the 
former and vice versa, but they are never subject to entirely 
different conditions. 

III. Means of Grace, Baptism, and Eucharist. That which 
the Western Church of post-Augustinian times calls sacrament 
in the specific sense of the word (means of grace) was only 
possessed by the Church of the third century in the form of 
baptism. l In strict theory she still held that the grace once 

1 Much as the use of the word " sacramentum " in the Western Church from 
Tertullian to Augustine (Hahn, Die Lebre von den Sacramenten, 1864, p. 5 ff.) 
differs from that in the classic Romish use it is of small interest in the history of 
dogma to trace its various details. In the old Latin Bible (ivvrtpm was translated 
"sacramentum" and thus the new signification "mysterious, holy ordinance or 
thing" was added to the meaning "oath", ."sacred obligation". Accordingly Ter- 
tullian already used the word to denote sacred facts, mysterious and salutary signs 
and vehicles, and also holy acts. Everything in any way connected with the Deity 
and his revelation, and therefore, for example, the content of revelation as doctrine, 
is designated "sacrament"; and the word is also applied to the symbolical which 
is always something mysterious and holy. Alongside of this the old meaning 
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bestowed in this rite could be conferred by no holy ceremony 
of equal virtue, that is, by no fresh sacrament. The baptised 
Christian has no means of grace, conferred by Christ, at his 
disposal, but has his law to fulfil (see, e.g., Iren. IV. 27. 2). 
But, as soon as the Church began to absolve mortal sinners, 
she practically possessed in absolution a real means of grace 
that was equally effective with baptism from the moment that 
this remission became unlimited in its application. l The notions 
as to this means of grace, however, continued quite uncertain 
in so far as the thought of God's absolving the sinner through 
the priest was qualified by the other theory (see above) which 
asserted that forgiveness was obtained through the penitential 
acts of transgressors (especially baptism with blood, and next 
in importance lamentationes, ieiunia, eleetnosynce). In the third 
century there were manifold holy dispensations of grace by the 
hands of priests; but there was still no theory which traced 
the means of grace to the historical work of Christ in the same 
way that the grace bestowed in baptism was derived from it. 
From Cyprian's epistles and the anti-Novatian sections in the 
first six books of the Apostolic Constitutions we indeed see 
that appeal was not unfrequently made to the power of for- 

"sacred obligation" still remains in force. If, because of this comprehensive use, 
further discussion of the word is unnecessary, the fact that revelation itself as well 
as everything connected with it was expressly designated as a " mystery " is never- 
theless of importance in the history of dogma. This usage of the word is indeed 
not removed from the original one so long as it was merely meant to denote the 
supernatural origin and supernatural nature of the objects in question; but more 
than this was now intended; "sacramentum" (pva-rijpiov) was rather intended to 
represent the holy thing that was revealed as something relatively concealed. This 
conception, however, is opposed to the Judseo-Christian idea of revelation, and is 
thus to be regarded as an introduction of the Greek notion. Probst (Sacramente 
und Sacramentalia, 1872) thinks differently. That which is mysterious and dark 
appears to be such an essential attribute of the divine, that even the obscurities of 
the New Testament Scriptures were now justified because these writings were regarded 
as altogether "spiritual". See Iren. II. 28. 1 — 3. Tert. de bapt. 2: "deus in stul- 
titia et impossibilitate materias operationis suae instituit" 

1 We have explained above that the Church already possessed this means of 
grace, in so far as she had occasionally absolved mortal sinners, even at an earlier 
period; but this possession was quite uncertain and, strictly speaking, was not a 
possession at all, for in such cases the early Church merely followed extraordinary 
directions of the Spirit. 
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giving sins bestowed on the Apostles and to Christ's declaration 
that he received sinners ; but, as the Church had not made up her 
mind to repeat baptism, so also she had yet no theory that 
expressly and clearly supplemented this rite by a sacramentum 
absolutions . In this respect, as well as in regard to the sac- 
ramentum ordinis, first instituted by Augustine, theory remained 
far behind practice. This was by no means an advantage, for, 
as a matter of fact, the whole religious ceremonial was already 
regarded as a system of means of grace. The consciousness of 
a personal, living connection of the individual with God through 
Christ had already disappeared, and the hesitation in setting up 
new means of grace had only the doubtful result of increasing 
the significance of human acts, such as offerings and satisfactions, 
to a dangerous extent. 

Since the middle of the second century the notions of bap- 
tism l in the Church have not essentially altered (see Vol. I. 
p. 206 ff.). The result of baptism was universally considered to 
be forgiveness of sins, and this pardon was supposed to effect 
an actual sinlessness which now required to be maintained. 9 We 
frequently find "deliverance from death", "regeneration of 
man", "restoration to the image of God", and "obtaining of 
the Holy Spirit". ("Absolutio mortes", "regeneratio hominis", 
" restitutio ad similitudinem dei" and "consecutio spiritus sancti") 
named along with the "remission of sins" and "obtaining of 
eternal life " (" remissio delictorum " and " consecutio aeternitatis "). 
Examples are to be found in Tertullian 8 adv. Marc. I. 28 and 
elsewhere ; and Cyprian speaks of the " bath of regeneration 
and sanctification" (" lavacrum regenerationis et sanctificationis "). 
Moreover, we pretty frequently find rhetorical passages where, 
on the strength of New Testament texts, all possible blessings 
are associated with baptism. 4 The constant additions to the 

1 Hofling, Das Sacrament der Taufe, 2 Vols., 1846. Steitz, Art. " Taufe " in Her- 
zog's Real Encyklopadie. Walcb, Hist, paedobaptismi quattuorpriorumsaeculorum, 1739. 

2 In de bono pudic. 2 : " renati ex aqua et pudicitia," Pseudo-Cyprian expresses an 
idea, which, though remarkable, is not confined to himself. 

s But Tertullian says (de bapt. 6): u Non quod in aquis spiritum sanctum con- 
sequamur, sed in aqua emundati sub angelo spiritui sancto praeparamur." 

4 The disquisitions of Clement of Alexandria in Paedag. 1. 6 (baptism and sonship) 
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baptismal ritual, a process which had begun at a very early 
period, are partly due to the intention of symbolising these 
supposedly manifold virtues of baptism, l and partly owe their 
origin to the endeavour to provide the great mystery with fit 
accompaniments. 3 As yet the separate acts can hardly be 
proved to have an independent signification. 8 The water was 

are very important, but he did not follow them up. It is deserving of note that 
the positive effects of baptism were more strongly emphasised in the East than in 
the West. But, on the other hand, the conception is more uncertain in the former 
region. 

* See Tertullian, de bapt 7 ff.; Cypr., ep. 70. 2 fungi quoque necesse est eum 
qui baptizatus est, ut accepto chrismate, *.*., unctione esse unctus dei et habere in se 
gratiam Christi possit"), 74. 5 etc. "Chrism" is already found in Tertullian as well 
as the laying on of hands. The Roman Catholic bishop Cornelius in the notorious 
epistle to Fabius (Euseb., H. E. VI. 43. 15), already traces the rites which accompany 
baptism to an ecclesiastical canon (perhaps one from Hippolytus' collection; see 
can. arab. 19). After relating that Novatian in his illness had only received clinical 
baptism he writes: oh p$v ohil r&v koiirSiv 'irvx** SuxQwyuv rijv v6rov, Sv XP* 
fciTxAafxpavav Kctrh rbv t^C IxxAjfWac xxv6vx, roG rt a-fyayurfyvou fal roG i7rt<rx6irov. 
It is also remarkable that one of the bishops who voted about heretic baptism 
(Sentent. episcop., Cypr., opp. ed. Hartel I. p. 439) calls the laying on of hands a 
sacrament like baptism: "neque enim spiritus sine aqua separatim operari potest 
nee aqua sine spiritu male ergo sibi quidem interpretantur ut dicant, quod per manus 
impositionem spiritum sanctum accipiant et sic recipiantur, cum manifestum sit 
utroque sacratnento debere eos renasci in ecclesia catholica." Among other partic- 
ulars found in Tertullian's work on baptism (cc. I. 12 seq.) it may moreover be 
seen that there were Christians about the year 200, who questioned the indispens- 
ability of baptism to salvation (baptismus non est necessarius, quibus fides satis 
est). The assumption that martyrdom replaces baptism (Tertull., de bapt 16; Origen),. 
is in itself a sufficient proof that the ideas of the " sacrament " were still uncertain. 
As to the objection that Jesus himself had not baptised and that the Apostles had 
not received Christian baptism see Tert, de bapt 11, 12. 

a In itself the performance of this rite seemed too simple to those who sought 
eagerly for mysteries. See Tertull., de bapt. 2 : " Nihil adeo est quod obduret mentes 
hominum quam simplicitas divinorum operum, quae in actu videtur, et magnificentia, 
quae in effecta repromittitur, ut hinc quoque, quoniam tanta simplicitate, sine pompa, 
sine apparatu novo aliquo, denique sine sumptu homo in aqua demissus et inter 
pauca verba tinctus non multo vel nihilo mundior resurgit, eo incredibilis existimetur 
consecutio aeternitatis. Mentior, si non e contrario idolorum solemnia vel arcana 
de suggestu et apparatu deque sumptu fidem at auctoritatem sibi exstruunt" 

3 But see Euseb., H. E. VI. 43. 15, who says that only the laying on of hands 
on the part of the bishop communicates the Holy Spirit, and this ceremony must 
therefore follow baptism. It is probable that confirmation as a specific act did not 
become detached from baptism in the West till shortly before the middle of the 
third century. Perhaps we may assume that the Mithras cult, had an influence here. 
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regarded both as the symbol of the purification of the soul and 
as an efficacious, holy medium of the Spirit (in accordance with 
Gen. I. 2 ; water and Spirit are associated with each other, 
especially in Cyprian's epistles on baptism). He who asserted 
the latter did not thereby repudiate the former (see Orig. in 
Joann. Tom. VI. 17, Opp. IV. p. 133). l Complete obscurity 
prevails as to the Church's adoption of the practice of child 
baptism, which, though it owes its origin to the idea of this 
ceremony being indispensable to salvation, is nevertheless a 
proof that the superstitious view of baptism had increased. s In 
the time of Irenaeus (II. 22. 4) and Tertullian (de bapt. 18) 
child baptism had already become very general and was founded 
on Matt. XIX. 14. We have no testimony regarding it from 
earlier times; Clement of Alexandria does not yet assume it. 
Tertullian argued against it not only because he regarded con- 
scious faith as a needful preliminary condition, but also because 
he thought it advisable to delay baptism (cunctatio baptismi) 
on account of the responsibility involved in it (pondus baptismi). 
He says: "It is more advantageous to delay baptism, especially 
in the case of little children. For why is it necessary for the 
sponsors (this is the first mention of "godparents") also to be 
thrust into danger?... let the little ones therefore come when 
they are growing up; let them come when they are learning, 
when they are taught where they are coming to; let them 
become Christians when they are able to know Christ. Why 
does an age of innocence hasten to the remission of sins? 
People will act more cautiously in worldly affairs, so that one 

1 See Tertullian's superstitious remarks in de bap. 3 — 9 to the effect that water 
is the element of the Holy Spirit and of unclean Spirits etc. Melito also makes 
a similar statement in the fragment of his treatise on baptism in Pitra, Anal, 
Sacra II., p. 3 sq. Cyprian, ep. 70. I, uses the remarkable words: "oportet vero 
mundari et sanctincari aquam prius a sacerdote (Tertull. still knows nothing of this: 
c. I7:etiam laicis ius est"), ut possit baptismo suo peccata hominis qui baptizatur 
abluere." Ep. 74. 5 : " peccata purgare et hominem sauctincare aqua sola non potest, 
nisi habeat et spiritum sanctum." Clem. Alex. Protrept. 10. 99: Kafiert VZcop Xoyix6v. 

3 It was easy for Origen to justify child baptism, as he recognised something 
sinful in corporeal birth itself, and believed in sin which had been committed in 
a former life. The earliest justification of child baptism may therefore be traced 
back to a philosophical doctrine. 
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who is not trusted with earthly things is trusted with divine. 
Whoever understands the responsibility of baptism will fear its 
attainment more than its delay." * To all appearance the 
practice of immediately baptising the children of Christian families 
was universally adopted in the Church in the course of the 
third century. (Origen, Comment, in ep. ad Rom. V. 9, Opp. 
IV. p. 565, declared child baptism to be a custom handed down 
by the Apostles.) Grown up people, on the other hand, fre- 
quently postponed baptism, but this habit was disapproved. l 

The Lord's Supper was not only regarded as a sacrifice, but 
also as a divine gift. 2 The effects of this gift were not theoretic- 
ally fixed, because these were excluded by the strict scheme 3 

* Translator's note. The following is the original Latin, as quoted by Prof. 
Harnack: "Cunctatio baptismi utilior est, prsecipue circa parvulos. Quid enim 
necesse, sponsores etiam periculo ingeri . . . veniant ergo parvuli, dum adolescunt ; 
veniant dum discunt, dum quo veniant docentur; fiant Christiani, cum Christum 
nosse potuerint Quid festinat innocens setas ad remissionem peccatorum ? Cautius 
agetur in saecularibus, ut cui substantia terrena non creditur, divina credatur ... Si 
qui pondus intelligant baptismi, magis timebunt consecutionem quam dilationem." 

1 Under such circumstances the recollection of the significance of baptism in 
the establishment of the Church fell more and more into the background (see 
Hennas: tt the Church rests like the world upon water"; Irenaeus III. 17. 2: "Sicut 
de arido tritico massa una non fieri potest sine humore neque unus panis, ita nee 
nos multi unum fieri in Christo Iesu poteramus sine aqua quae de coelo est Et 
sicut arida terra, si non percipiat humorem, non fructificat: sic et nos lignum 
aridum exsistentes primum, nunquam fructificaremus vitam sine superna voluntaria 
pluvia. Corpora unim nostra per lavacrum illam quae est ad incorruptionem uni- 
tatem acceperunt, animse antem per spiritum"). The unbaptised (catechumens) also 
belong to the Church, when they commit themselves to her guidance and prayers. 
Accordingly baptism ceased more and more to be regarded as an act of initiation, 
and only recovered this character in the course of the succeeding centuries. In 
this connection the 7th (spurious) canon of Constantinople (381) is instructive: 
km riiv irpvmiv $(j.gpav irotoGptv oeurovQ Xpta-riotvovQ, t$v $1 devrtpatv xaTnxov(Xivov$, 
sir* rify rpfrtfv i%opxf£of4,sv xvtovq x.r.A. 

J Dollinger, Die Lehre von der Eucharistie in dem ersten 3 Jahrhunderten, 1826. 
Engelhardt in the Zeitschrift fur die hist. Theologie, 1842, 1. Kahnis, Lehre vom Abend- 
mahl, 1851. Ruckert, Das Abendmahl, sein Wesen und seine Geschichte, 1856. Leim- 
bach, Beitrage zur Abendmahlslehre Tertullian's, 1874. Steitz, Die Abendmahlslehre 
der griechischen Kirche, in the Jahrbiicher fur deutsche Theologie, 1864— 1868; 
cf. also the works of Probst. Whilst Eucharist and love feast had already been 
separated from the middle of the 2nd century in the West, they were still united 
in Alexandria in Clement's time; see Bigg, I.e., p. 103. 

* The collocation of baptism and the Lord's Supper, which, as the early Christian 
monuments prove, was a very familiar practice (Tert, adv. Marc. IV. 34: sacra- 
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of baptismal grace and baptismal obligation. But in practice 
Christians more and more assumed a real bestowal of heavenly 
gifts in the holy food, and gave themselves over to superstitious 
theories. This bestowal was sometimes regarded as a spiritual 
and sometimes as a bodily self-communication of Christ, that is, 
as a miraculous implanting of divine life. Here ethical and 
physical, and again ethical and theoretical features were inter- 
mixed with each other. The utterances of the Fathers to which 
we have access do not allow us to classify these elements here; 
for to all appearance not a single one clearly distinguished be- 
tween spiritual and bodily, or ethical and intellectual effects 
unless he was in principle a spiritualist. But even a writer of 
this kind had quite as superstitious an idea of the holy elements 
as the rest. Thus the holy meal was extolled as the communi- 
cation of incorruption, as a pledge of resurrection, as a medium 
of the union of the flesh with the Holy Spirit; and again as 
food of the soul, as the bearer of the Spirit of Christ (the Logos), 
as the means of strengthening faith and knowledge, as a sancti- 
fying of the whole personality. The thought of the forgiveness 
of sins fell quite into the background. This ever changing con- 
ception, as it seems to us, of the effects of partaking of the 
Lord's Supper had also a parallel in the notions as to the 
relation between the visible elements and the body of Christ. 
So far as we are able to judge no one felt that there was a 
problem here, no one enquired whether this relation was realistic 
or symbolical. The symbol is the mystery and the mystery 
was not conceivable without a symbol. What we now-a-days 
understand by "symbol" is a thing which is not that which it 
represents; at that time •'symbol" denoted a thing which, in 
some kind of way, really is what it signifies ; but, on the other 
hand, according to the ideas of that period, the really heavenly 
element lay either in or behind the visible form without being 

mentum baplismi et eucharistise " ; Hippol., can. arab. 38: "baptizatus et corpore 
Christi pastus"), was, so far as I know, justified by no Church Father on internal 
grounds. Considering their conception of the holy ordinances this is not surprising. 
They were classed together because they were instituted by the Lord, and because 
the elements (water, wine, bread) afforded much common ground for allegorical 
interpretation. 
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identical with it. Accordingly the distinction of a symbolic 
and realistic conception of the Supper is altogether to be re- 
jected; we could more rightly distinguish between materialistic, 
dyophysite, and docetic conceptions which, however, are not 
to be regarded as severally exclusive in the strict sense. In 
the popular idea the consecrated elements were heavenly frag- 
ments of magical virtue (see Cypr., de laps. 25; Euseb., H. E. 
VI. 44). With these the rank and file of third-century Christians 
already connected many superstitious notions which the priests 
tolerated or shared. l The antignostic Fathers acknowledged 
that the consecrated food consisted of two things, an earthly 
(the elements) and a heavenly (the real body of Christ). They 
thus saw in the sacrament a guarantee of the union between 
spirit and flesh, which the Gnostics denied; and a pledge of 
the resurrection of the flesh nourished by the blood of the Lord 
(Justin; Iren. IV. 18. 4, 5; V. 2. 2, 3; likewise Tertullian who 
is erroneously credited with a "symbolical" doctrine 2 ). Clement 
and Origen "spiritualise", because, like Ignatius, they assign 
a spiritual significance to the flesh and blood of Christ himself 
(summary of wisdom). To judge from the exceedingly confused 
passage in Paed. II. 2, Clement distinguishes a spiritual and a 
material blood of Christ. Finally, however, he sees in the 
Eucharist the union of the divine Logos with the human spirit, 
recognises, like Cyprian at a later period, that the mixture 
of wine with water in the symbol represents the spiritual 
process, and lastly does not fail to attribute to the holy food 
a relationship to the body. 8 It is true that Origen, the great 

1 The story related by Dionysius (in Euseb., l.c.) is especially characteristic, as 
the narrator was an extreme spiritualist. How did it stand therefore with the dry 
tree? Besides, Tertull. (de corona 3) says: "Calicis aut panis nostri aliquid decuti in 
terrain anxie patimur". Superstitious reverence for the sacrament ante et extra 
usum is a very old habit of mind in the Gentile Church. 

2 Leimbach's investigations of Tertullian's use of words have placed this beyond 
doubt; see de orat. 6; adv. Marc. I. 14: IV. 40: III. 19; de resurr. 8. 

8 The chief passages referring to the Supper in Clement are Protrept 1 2. 120; 
Paed. I. 6. 43 : II. 2. 19 sq. : I. 5. 15 : I. 6. 38, 40; Quis div. 23; Strom. V. 10. 
66: I. 10. 46: L 19. 96: VI. 14. 113: V. 11. 70. Clement thinks as little of for- 
giveness of sins in connection with the Supper as does the author of the Didache 
or the other Fathers; this feast is rather meant to bestow an initiation into know- 

10 
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mysteriosophist and theologian of sacrifice, expressed himself in 
plainly " spiritualistic* ' fashion; but in his eyes religious mysteries 
and the whole person of Christ lay in the province of the 
spirit, and therefore his theory of the Supper is not "symbolical", 
but conformable to his doctrine of Christ Besides, Origen was 
only able to recognise spiritual aids in the sphere of the intel- 
lect and the disposition, and in the assistance given to these 
by man's own free and spontaneous efforts. Eating and drink- 
ing and, in general, participation in a ceremonial are from 
Origen's standpoint completely indifferent matters. The intel- 
ligent Christian feeds at all times on the body of Christ, that 
is, on the Word of God, and thus celebrates a never ending 
Supper (c. Cels. VIII. 22). Origen, however, was not blind to 
the fact that his doctrine of the Lord's Supper was just as far 
removed from the faith of the simple Christian as his doctrinal 
system generally. Here also, therefore, he Accommodated him- 
self to that faith in points where it seemed necessary. This, 
however, he did not find difficult; for, though with him every- 
thing is at bottom "spiritual", he was unwilling to dispense 
with symbols and mysteries, because he knew that one must 
be initiated into the spiritual, since one cannot learn it as one 
learns the lower sciences. l But, whether we consider simple 
believers, the antignostic Fathers or Origen, and, moreover, 
whether we view the Supper as offering or sacrament, we every- 
where observe that the holy ordinance had been entirely 

ledge and immortality. Ignatius had already said, "the body is faith, the blood, 
is hope". This is also Clement's opinion; he also knows of a transubstantiation, 
not, however, into the real body of Christ, but into heavenly powers. His teaching was 
therefore that of Valentinus (see the Exc ex. Theod. § 82, already given on Vol. i. p. 263) 
Strom. V. 11. 70: Aoytxbv vmlv (2p&fjt.a $ yv&(ri$\ I. 20. 46: Yva J$ Q&yupsv Aoyixtft; 
V. 10. 66: fiptio-ts ykp xati irfot$ roV foiov K6yov % yv&o-it ea-rt rifc Uia$ ovaioti;. 
Adumbrat. in epp. Joh.: "sanguis quod est cognitio"; see Bigg, I.e., p. 106 ff. 

1 Orig. in Matth. Comment, ser. 85: "Panis iste, quern deus verbum corpus 
suum esse fatetur, verbum est nutritorium animarum, verbum de deo verbo pro- 
cedens et panis de pane ccelesti . . . Non enim panem ilium visibilem, quern tenebat 
in manibus, corpus suum dicebat deus verbum, sed verbum, in cuius mysterio 
fuerat panis ille frangendus; nee potum ilium visibilem sanguinem suum dicebat, 
sed verbum in cuius mysterio potus ille fuerat effundendus"; see in Matt. XI. 14; 
c. Cels. VIII. 33. Horn. XVI. 9 in Num. On Origen's doctrine of the Lord's 
Supper see Bigg, p. 219 ff. 
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diverted from its original purpose and pressed into the service 
of the spirk of antiquity. In no other point perhaps is the 
hellenisation of the Gospel so evident as in this. To mention 
only one other example, this is also shown in the practice of 
child communion, which, though we first hear of it in Cyprian 
(Testim. III. 25 ; de laps. 25), can hardly be of later origin 
than child baptism. Partaking of the Supper seemed quite as 
indispensable as baptism, and the child had no less claim than 
the adult to a magical food from heaven. * 



In the course of the third century a crass superstition became 
developed in respect to the conceptions of the Church and the 
mysteries connected with her. According to this notion we 
must subject ourselves to the Church and must v have ourselves 
filled with holy consecrations as we are filled with food. But 
the following chapters will show that this superstition and 
mystery magic were counterbalanced by a most lively con- 
ception of the freedom and responsibility of the individual. 
Fettered by the bonds of authority and superstition in the 
sphere of religion, free and self-dependent in the province of 
morality, this Christianity is characterised by passive submission 
in the first respect and by complete activity in the second. It 
may be that exegetical theology can never advance beyond an 
alternation between these two aspects of the case, and a recog- 
nition of their equal claim to consideration; for the religious 
phenomenon in which they are combined defies any explanation. 
But religion is in danger of being destroyed when the insuffi- 
ciency of the understanding is elevated into a convenient prin- 
ciple of theory and life, and when the real mystery of the faith, 

1 The conception of the Supper as viaticum mortis (fixed by the 13th canon of 
Nicaea: mpi $i rtiv l%o$ev6vrm 6 xothoci'bt; xati xavovtxoQ v6poQ $vKat%bfosrou xoti 
vtfv, iia-rs ifns l%o$e6ot> roG rsMvratov km Stvayxouor&rov iQoh'ov fxyj iiroa-Ttpela-fat, 
a conception which is genuinely Hellenic and which was strengthened by the idea 
that the Supper was Qdpfietxov £davao7ac), the practice of benediction, and much 
else in theory and practice connected with the Eucharist reveal the influence of 
antiquity. See the relative articles in Smith and Cheetham's Dictionary of Christian 
Antiquities. 
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viz., how one becomes a new man, must accordingly give place 
to the injunction that we must obediently accept the religious 
as a consecration, and add to this the zealous endeavour after 
ascetic virtue. Such, however, has been the character of Cath- 
olicism since the third century, and even after Augustine's time 
it has still remained the same in its practice. 
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EXCURSUS TO CHAPTERS II. AND III 



Catholic and Roman. 1 

In investigating the development of Christianity up till about 
the year 270 the following facts must be specially kept in 
mind: In the regions subject to Rome, apart from the Judaeo- 
Christian districts and passing disturbances, Christianity had yet 
an undivided history in vital questions ; 2 the independence of 
individual congregations and of the provincial groups of Churches 
was very great; and every advance in the development of the 

1 The fullest account of the "history of the Romish Church down to the pontificate of 
Leo I." has been given by Langen, 1881; but I can in no respect agree (see TheoL 
Lit Ztg. 1 891, No. 6) with the hypotheses about the primacy as propounded by him 
in his treatise on the Clementine romances (1890, see especially p. 163 ff). The 
collection of passages given by Caspari, " Quellen zur Geschichte des Taufsymbols," 
Vol. III., deserves special recognition. See also the sections bearing on this subject 
in Renan's "Origines du Christianisme," Vols. V. — VII., especially VII., chaps. 5, 12, 23. 
Sohm in his "Kirchenrecht " I. (see especially pp. 164 ff., 350 ff., 377 ff.) has adopted my 
-conception of "Catholic" and "Roman", and made it the basis of further investiga- 
tions. He estimates the importance of the Roman Church still more highly, in so 
far as, according to him, she was the exclusive originator of Church law as well 
■as of the Catholic form of Church constitution; and on page 381 he flatly says: 
"The whole Church constitution with its claim to be founded on divine arrange- 
ment was first developed in Rome and then transferred from her to the other com- 
munities." I think this is an exaggeration. Tschirn (Zeitschrift fur Kirchenge- 
schichte, XII. p. 215 ff.) has discussed the origin of the Roman Church in the 2nd 
■century. Much that was the common property of Christendom, or is found in 
every religion as it becomes older, is regarded by this author as specifically Roman. 

2 No doubt we must distinguish two halves in Christendom. The first, the ecclesi- 
astical West, includes the west coast of Asia Minor, Greece, and Rome together 
with their daughter Churches, that is, above all, Gaul and North Africa. The second 
or eastern portion embraces Palestine, Egypt, Syria, and the east part of Asia Minor. 
A displacement gradually arose in the course of the 3rd century. In the West the 
most important centres are Ephesus, Smyrna, Corinth, and Rome, cities with a Greek 
and Oriental population. Even in Carthage the original speech of the Christian 
community was probably Greek. 
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communities at the same time denoted a forward step in their 
adaptation to the existing conditions of the Empire. The first 
two facts we have mentioned have their limitations. The further 
apart the different Churches lay, the more various were the 
conditions under which they arose and flourished; the looser 
the relations between the towns in which they had their home 
the looser also was the connection between them. Still, it is 
evident that towards the end of the third century the develop- 
ment in the Church had well-nigh attained the same point 
everywhere— except in outlying communities. Catholicism, essen- 
tially as we conceive it now, was what most of the Churches 
had arrived at. Now it is an a priori probability that this 
transformation of Christianity, which was simply the adaptation 
of the Gospel to the then existing Empire, came about under 
the guidance of the metropolitan Church, ! the Church of 
Rome; and that "Roman" and "Catholic" had therefore a 
special relation from the beginning. It might a limine be ob- 
jected to this proposition that there is no direct testimony in 
support of it, and that, apart from this consideration, it is also 
improbable, in so far as, in view of the then existing condition 
of society, Catholicism appears as the natural and only possible 
form in which Christianity could be adapted to the world. But 
this is not the case; for in the first place very strong proofs 
can be adduced, and besides, as is shown by the development 
in the second century, very different lands of secularisation 
were possible. In fact, if all appearances are not deceptive, 
the Alexandrian Church, for example, was up to the time of 
Septimius Severus pursuing a path of development which, left 
to itself, would not have led to Catholicism, but, in the most 
favourable circumstances, to a parallel form. * 

1 Rome was the first city in the Empire, Alexandria the second. They were 
the metropolitan cities of the world (see the inscription inKaibel, No. 1561^.407: 
6ps^£ n* *AXe%Mpei*, peroixov 't&cope & 'Papif, ctl xto-pou xeu yfa & {*v*, fxtfrpo- 
v6ket$. This is reflected in the historyjof the Church; first Rome appears, then 
Alexandria. The significance of the great towns for the history of dogma and of 
the Church will be treated of in a future volume. Abercius of Hieropolis, according 
to the common interpretation (inscription V. 7 f.) designates Rome as "queen ". 
This was a customary appellation ; see Eunap., vita Prohaer. p. 90 : *f ficuntevov<r(t *P«pir» 

3 In this connection we need only keep in mind the following summary of facts* 
Up to the end of the second century the Alexandrian Church had none of the 



Digitized by CjOOQlC 



Chap, hi.] CATHOLIC AND ROMAN 1 5 1 

It can, however, be proved that it was in the Roman Church, 
which up to about the year 190 was closely connected with 
that of Asia Minor, that all the elements on which Catholicism 
is based first assumed a definite form. * (1) We know that the 
Roman Church possessed a precisely formulated baptismal confes- 
sion, and that as early as the year 1 80 she declared this to be 
the apostolic rule by which everything is to be measured. It 
is, only in her case that we are really certain of this, for we 
can merely guess at it as regards the Church of Smyrna, that 
is, of Asia Minor. It was accordingly admitted that the Roman 
Church was able to distinguish true from false with special 
exactness ; 2 and Irenaeus and Tertullian appealed to her to 
decide the practice in Gaul and Africa. This practice, in its 
precisely developed form, cannot be shown to have existed 
in Alexandria till a later period; but Origen, who testifies to 
it, also bears witness to the special reverence for and connection 
with the Roman Church. (2) The New Testament canon, with 
its claim to be accounted catholic and apostolic and to possess 

Catholic and apostolic standards, and none of the corresponding institutions as 
found in the Roman Church 5 but her writer, Clement, was also " as little acquainted 
with the West as Homer". In the course of the first half of the 3rd century she 
received those standards and institutions; but her writer, Origen, also travelled to 
Rome himself in order to see "the very old" church and formed a connection 
with Hippolytus; and her bishop Dionysius carried on a correspondence with his 
Roman colleague, who also made common cause with him. Similar particulars 
may also be ascertained with regard to the Syrian Church. 

1 See the proofs in the two preceding chapters. Note also that these elements 
have an inward connection. So long as one was lacking, all were, and whenever 
one was present^ all the others immediately made their appearance. 

2 Ignatius already says that the Roman Christians are kKolivhitr^hoi facQicotMroii 
&\KoTpiov xpu^cctoq (Rom. inscr.); he uses this expression of no others. Similar 
remarks are not quite rare at a later period; see, for instance, the oft-repeated eulogy that 
no heresy ever arose in Rome. At a time when this city had long employed the 
standard of the apostolic rule of faith with complete confidence, namely, at the 
beginning of the 3rd century, we hear that a lady of rank in Alexandria, who 
was at any rate a Christian, lodged and entertained in her house Origen, then 
a young man, and a famous heretic. (See Euseb., H. E. VI. 2. 13, 14). The 
lectures on doctrine delivered by this heretic and the conventicles over which 
he presided were attended by a ftvpfov ttMjQog ov fi6vov ctfysTtK&v, aAA* xoti vifjurtpwv. 
That is a very valuable piece of information which shows us a state of things in 
Alexandria that would have been impossible in Rome at the same period. See, 
besides, Dionys. Alex, in Euseb., H. E. VII. 7. 
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exclusive authority is first traceable in her; in the other com- 
munities it can only be proved to exist at a later period. In 
the great Antiochian diocese there was, for instance, a Church 
some of whose members wished the Gospel of Peter read; in 
the Pentapolis group of congregations the Gospel of the Egyp- 
tians was still used in the 3rd century ; Syrian Churches of the 
same epoch used Tatian's Diatessaron ; and the original of the 
first six books of the Apostolic Constitutions still makes no 
mention of a New Testament canon. Though Clement of Alex- 
andria no doubt testifies that, in consequence of the common 
history of Christianity, the group of Scriptures read in the 
Roman congregations was also the same as that employed in 
public worship at Alexandria, he had as yet no New Testa^ 
ment canon before him in the sense of Irenaeus and Tertullian. 
It was not till Origen's time that Alexandria reached the stage 
already attained in Rome about forty years earlier. It must, 
however, be pointed out that a series of New Testament books, 
in the form now found in the canon and universally recognised, 
show marks of revision that can be traced back to the Roman 
Church. l Finally, the later investigations, which show that af- 
ter the third century the Western readings, that is, the Roman 
text, of the New Testament were adopted in the Oriental MSS. 
of the Bible, 2 are of the utmost value here ; for the most natural 

1 I must here refrain from proving the last assertion. The possibility of Asia Minor 
having had a considerable share, or having led the way, in the formation of the 
canon must be left an open question (cf. what Melito says, and the use made of 
New Testament writings in the Epistle of Polycarp). We will, however, be con- 
strained to lay the chief emphasis on Rome, for it must not be forgotten that 
Irenaeus had the closest connection with the Church of that city, as is proved by 
his great work, and that he lived there before he came to Gaul. Moreover, it is a 
fact deserving of the greatest attention that the Montanists and their decided oppo- 
nents in Asia, the so-called Alogi, had no ecclesiastical canon before them, though 
they may all have possessed the universally acknowledged books of the Romish 
canon, and none other, in the shape of books read in the churches. 

2 See the Prolegg. of Westcott and Hort (these indeed give an opposite judg-' 
ment), and cf. Harris, Codex Bezce. A study of the so-called Western text of the 
New Testament, 1891. An exhaustive study of the oldest martyrologies has already 
led to important cases of agreement between Rome and the East, and promises 
still further revelations. See Duchesne, K Les Sources du Martyrologe Hieron. " 1885. 
Egli, " Altchristliche Studien, Martyrien und Martyrologieen altester Zeit. " 1887; the 
same writer in the "Zeitschrift fur wissenschaftliche Theologie", 1891, p. 273 ff. 
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explanation of these facts is that the Eastern Churches then 
received their New Testament from Rome and used it to correct 
their copies of books read in public worship. l (3) Rome is 
the first place which we can prove to have constructed a list 
■of bishops reaching back to the Apostles (see Irenaeus). 2 We 
know that in the time of Heliogabalus such lists also existed 
in other communities; but it cannot be proved that these had 
already been drawn up by the time of Marcus Aurelius or 
Commodus, as was certainly the case at Rome. (4) The notion 
of the apostolic succession of the episcopate * was first turned 
to account by the Roman bishops, and they were the first who 
definitely formulated the political idea of the Church in con- 
nection with this. The utterances and corresponding practical 
measures of Victor, 4 Calixtus (Hippolytus), and Stephen are 
the earliest of their kind; whilst the precision and assurance 
with which they substituted the political and clerical for the 
ideal conception of the Church, or amalgamated the two notions, 
as well as the decided way in which they proclaimed the sov- 
ereignty of the bishops, were not surpassed in the third cen- 
tury by Cyprian himself. (5) Rome was the first place, and 

1 On the relations between Edessa and Rome see the end of the Excursus. 

1 See my treatise "Die altesten christlichen Datirungen und die Anfange einer 
bischoflichen Chronographie in Rom." in the report of the proceedings of the Royal 
Prussian Academy of Science, 1892, pp. 617 — 658. I think I have there proved 
that, in the time of Soter, Rome already possessed a figured list of bishops, in 
which important events were also entered. 

8 That the idea of the apostolic succession of the bishops was first turned to 
account or appeared in Rome is all the more remarkable, because it was not in 
that city, but rather in the East, that the monarchical episcopate was first consoli- 
dated. (Cf. the Shepherd of Hermas and Ignatius' Epistles to the Romans with his 
other Epistles). There must therefore have been a very rapid development of the 
constitution in the time between Hyginus and Victor. Sohm, I.e., tries to show 
that the monarchical episcopate arose in Rome immediately after the composition 
of the First Epistle of Clement, and as a result of it; and that this city was the 
centre from which it spread throughout Christendom. 

4 See Pseudo-Cyprian's work "de aleat" which, in spite of remarks to the 
contrary, I am inclined to regard as written by Victor; cf. ft Texte und Untersuchungen " 
V. 1 ; see c. 1 of this writing : " et quoniam in nobis divina et paterna pietas 
apostolatus ducatum contulit et vicariam domini sedem caelesti dignatione ordinavit 
■et originem authentici apostolatus, super quern Christus fundavit ecclesiam, in superiore 
nostro portamus." 
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that at a very early period, to date occurrences according to 
her bishops ; and, even outside that city, churches reckoned, not 
according to their own, but according to the Roman episcopate. l 
(6) The Oriental Churches say that two bishops of Rome com- 
piled the chief apostolic regulations for the organisation of the 
Church; and this is only partially wrong.* (7) The three great 
theologians of the age, Tertullian, Hippolytus, and Origen, 
opposed the pretensions of the Roman bishop Calixtus ; and 
this very attitude of theirs testified that the advance in the 
political organisation of the Church, denoted by the measures 
of Calixtus, was still an unheard-of novelty, but immediately 
exercised a very important influence on the attitude of other 
Churches. We know that the other communities imitated this 
advance in the succeeding decades. (8) The institution of lower 
orders of clergy with the corresponding distinction of clerici 
maiores and minores first took place in Rome; but we know 
that this momentous arrangement gradually spread from that 
city to the rest of Christendom. 3 (9) The different Churches 
communicated with one another through the medium of Rome. * 

1 See report of the proceedings of the Royal Prussian Academy of Science, 1892, 
p. 622 ff. To the material found there must be added a remarkable passage given 
by Nestle (Zeitschrift fur wissenschaftliche Theologie, 1893, p. 437), where the dates 
are reckoned after Sixtus I. 

2 Cf. the 8th book of the Apostolic Constitutions with the articles referring to 
the regulation of the Church, which in Greek MSS. bear the name of Hippolytus. 
Compare also the Arabian Canones Hippolyti, edited by Haneberg (1870) and 
commented on by Achelis (Texte und Untersuchungen VI. 4). Apart from the additions 
and alterations, which are no doubt very extensive, it is hardly likely that the name 
of the Roman bishop is wrongly assigned to them. We must further remember the 
importance assigned by the tradition of the Eastern and Western Churches to one of 
the earliest Roman "bishops", Clement, as the confidant and secretary of the 
Apostles and as the composer and arranger of their laws. 

8 See my proofs in " Texte und Untersuchungen ", Vol. II., Part 5. The canons 
of the Council of Nicaea presuppose the distinction of higher and lower clergy for 
the whole Church. 

4 We see this from the Easter controversy, but there are proofs of it elsewhere, 
e.g., in the collection of Cyprian's epistles. The Roman bishop Cornelius informs 
Fabius, bishop of Antioch, of the resolutions of the Italian, African, and other 
Churches (Euseb., H. E. VI. 43. 3 : $A0ov siq nfi&Q Ivia-roXcci KcpvifA/cv *Pttp«/«y 
iieta'xfaov npb$ . . . <J>i/3/oy, ^hoCa-ai rk ntpi rifc 'Vufiotfav <rvv6$ou, xau rk $6%atvrx 
ir&o-i role xecrk rtjv 'IraA/av xxl 'A^/xijv xat rks xvr66t %»?*$.. We must not 
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From these considerations we can scarcely doubt that the 
fundamental apostolic institutions and laws of Catholicism were 
framed in the same city that in other respects imposed its 
authority on the whole earth; and that it was the centre from 
which they spread, because the world had become accustomed 
to receive law and justice from Rome. l But it may be ob- 
jected that the parallel development in other provinces and 
towns was spontaneous, though it everywhere came about at 
a somewhat later date. Nor do we intend to contest the assump- 
tion in this general sense ; but, as I think, it can be proved that 
the Roman community had a direct and important share in the 
process and that, even in the second century, she was reckoned 
the first and most influential Church. 3 We shall give a bird's- 
eye view of the most important facts bearing on the question, 
in order to prove this. 

No other community made a more brilliant entrance into 
Church history than did that of Rome by the so-called First 
Epistle of Clement — Paul having already testified (Rom. i. 8) 
that the faith of this Church was spoken of throughout the whole 
world. That letter to the Corinthians proves that, by the end 
of the first century, the Roman Church had already drawn up 
fixed rules for her own guidance, that she watched with motherly 

forget, however, that there were also bishops elsewhere who conducted a so-called 
oecumenical correspondence and enjoyed great influence, as, *.£"., Dionysius of Corinth 
and Dionysius of Alexandria. In matters relating to penance the latter wrote to a 
great many Churches, even as far as Armenia, and sent many letters to Rome 
(Euseb., H. E. VI. 46). The Catholic theologian, Dittrich— before the Vatican 
Decree, no doubt— has spoken of him in the following terms (Dionysius von Alexan- 
drien, 1867, p. 26): "As Dionysius participated in the power, so also he shared in 
the task of the primateship." "Along with the Roman bishop he was, above all, 
called upon to guard the interests of the whole Church." 

1 This conception, as well as the ideas contained in this Excursus generally, is 
now entirely shared by Weingarten (Zeittafeln, 3rd. ed., 1888, pp. 12, 21): "The 
Catholic Church is essentially the work of those of Rome and Asia Minor. The 
Alexandrian Church and theology do not completely adapt themselves to it till the 
3rd century. The metropolitan community becomes the ideal centre of the Great 
Church"... "The primacy of the Roman Church is essentially the transference to 
her of Rome's central position in the religion of the heathen world during the 
Empire: urbs aterna urbs sacra" 

* This is also admitted by Langen (l.c, 184 f.), who even declares that this 
precedence existed from the beginning. 
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care over outlying communities, and that she then knew how to 
use language that was at once an expression of duty, love, and 
authority. * As yet she pretends to no legal title of any kind, 
but she knows the "commandments and ordinances " (Tpotrrxyfjcxra 
and ioxxiupxTa) of God, whereas the conduct of the sister Church 
evinces her uncertainty on the matter; she is in an orderly 
condition, whereas the sister community is threatened with dis- 
solution; she adheres to the kxvoov rijg irxpaSoa-sug, whilst the 
other body stands in need of exhortation ; * and in these facts 
her claim to authority consists. The Shepherd of Hermas also 
proves that even in the circles of the laity the Roman Church 
is impressed with the consciousness that she must care for the 
whole of Christendom. The first testimony of an outsider as 
to this community is afforded us by Ignatius. Soften as we 
may all the extravagant expressions in his Epistle to the Romans, 
it is at least clear that Ignatius conceded to them a precedence 
in the circle of sister Churches ; and that he was well acquainted 
with the energy and activity displayed by them in aiding and 
instructing other communities. 8 Dionysius of Corinth, in his letter 
to bishop Soter, affords us a glimpse of the vast activity man- 
ifested by the Christian Church of the world's metropolis oh 
behalf of all Christendom and of all brethren far and near; 
and reveals to us the feelings of filial affection and veneration 

1 Cf. chaps. 59 and 62, but more especially 63. 

2 At that time the Roman Church did not confine herself to a letter; she sent 
ambassadors to Corinth, oVtivsq fxccprvptt; 'ia-ovreu fxtrx^v vpwv Koci vifx&v. Note 
carefully also the position of the Corinthian community with which the Roman 
one interfered (see on this point Wrede, Untersuchungen zum I Clemensbrief, 1 891.) 

8 In Ignatius, Rom. inscr., the verb xpon&h^ou is twice used about the Roman 
Church (TrpoKudtiTau sv [to be understood in a local sense] r67r<a %u$io\i 'Vpwpctfav 
— wpQKOtQmisvvi T*j$ otyfaew = presiding in, or having the guardianship of, love). 
Ignatius (Magn. 6), uses the same verb to denote the dignity of the bishop or 
presbyters in relation to the community. See, besides, the important testimony in 
Rom. II.: #AAcvc e$i$&%otTS. Finally, it must be also noted that Ignatius presup- 
poses an extensive influence on the part of individual members of the Church in 
the higher spheres of government. Fifty years later we have a memorable proof 
of this in the Marcia-Victor episode. Lastly, Ignatius is convinced that the 
Church will interfere quite as energetically on behalf of a foreign brother as on 
behalf of one of her own number. In the Epistle of Clement to James, c. 2, the 
Roman bishop is called 6 txAyhtxt; irpoxotds£6fA$vo$. 
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with which she was regarded in all Greece as well as in Antioch. 
This author has specially emphasised the fact that the Roman 
Christians are Romans^ that is, are conscious of the particular 
duties incumbent on them as members of the metropolitan 
Church. l After this evidence we cannot wonder that Irenaeus 
expressly assigned to the Church of Rome the highest rank 
among those founded by the Apostles. 2 His famous testimony 
has been quite as often under- as over-estimated. Doubtless 
his reference to the Roman Church is introduced in such 
a way that she is merely mentioned by way of example, just 
as he also adds the allusion to Smyrna and Ephesus ; but there 
is quite as little doubt that this example was no arbitrary 
selection. The truth rather is that the Roman community must 
have been named, because its decision was already the most 
authoritative and impressive in Christendom. ' Whilst giving a 

1 Euseb., H. E. IV. 23. 9—12; cf., above all, the words: 'E? &PXW t/fc7v ¥fo? 
eo-rt roOro, tcAvtuq pth St$eh.$ov$ iroix/Aut; svspyeretv, exxAya-fetiQ re xoXAxiq reci? 
xotrh v&o-ocv ictKiv e$6hx irepvuv . . . varpoirocp&SoTOv '46oq 'Pufxxtwv f T>co(xac7of 
$ixq>vA&TrovTS$. Note here the emphasis laid on 'Pcopxioi. 

2 According to Irenaeus a peculiar significance belongs to the old Jerusalem 
Church, in so far as all the Christian congregations sprang from her (III. 12. 5: 
aurxt (poitvui rife l*xA)f0-/ac, eg >fc tt&o-cc '4fxw» exxAyo-fx rye xpxfa' *$tm tpwvcci rife 
(tarpon 6 tew $ r&v rvj$ xouv%$ foatyxiiG irohtr&v). For obvious reasons Irenaeus did not 
speak of the Jerusalem Church of his own time. Hence that passage cannot be utilised. 

3 Iren. III. 3. 1: "Sed quoniam valde longum est, in hoc tali volumine omnium 
ecclesiarum enumerare successiones, maximae et antiquissimae et omnibus cognitae, 
a gloriosissimis duobus apostolis Paulo et Petro Romae fundatae et constitute 
ecclesiae, earn quam habet ab apostolis traditionem et annuntiatam hominibus fidem, 
per successiones episcoporum pervenientem usque ad nos indicantes confundimus 
omnes eos, qui quoquo modo vel per sibiplacentiam malam vel vanam gloriam vel 
per caecitatem et malam sententiam, praeterquam oportet, colligunt. Ad hanc enim 
ecclesiam propter potentiorem principalitatem necesse est omnem convenire ecclesiam, 
hoc est, eos qui sunt undique fideles, in qua semper ab his, qui sunt imdique, 
conservala est ea quae est ab apostolis traditio." On this we may remark as 
follows: (1) The special importance which Irenaeus claims for the Roman Church 
—for he is only referring to her — is not merely based by him on her assumed found- 
ation by Peter and Paul, but on a combination of the four attributes "maxima", 
tfc antiquissima " etc. Dionysius of Corinth also made this assumption (Euseb., II. 
25. 8), but applied it quite as much to the Corinthian Church. As regards 
capability of proving the truth of the Church's faith, all the communities founded 
by the Apostles possess principalitas in relation to the others; but the Roman 
Church has the potentior principalitas, in so far as she excels all the rest in her 
qualities of ecclesia maxima et omnibus cognita etc. Principalitas = "sovereign 
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formal scheme of proof that assigned the same theoretical value 
to each Church founded by the Apostles, Irenaeus added a re- 
ference to particular circumstance, viz., that in his time many 
communities turned to Rome in order to testify their orthodoxy. l 
As soon as we cease to obscure our vision with theories and 
keep in view the actual circumstances, we have no cause for 
astonishment. Considering- the active intercourse between the 
various Churches and the metropolis, it was of the utmost im- 
portance to all, especially so long as they required financial 
aid, to be in connection with that of Rome, to receive support 
from her, to know she would entertain travelling brethren, and 
to have the power of recommending prisoners and those pining 
in the mines to her influential intervention. The evidence of 
Ignatius and Dionysius as well as the Marcia- Victor episode 
place this beyond doubt (see above). The efforts of Marcion 
and Valentinus in Rome have also a bearing on this question, 
and the venerable bishop, Polycarp, did not shrink from the toil 
of a long journey to secure the valuable fellowship of the 
Roman Church ; 3 it was not Anicetus who came to Polycarp, 

authority," otvtevriot, for this was probably the word in the original text (see 
proceedings of the Royal Prussian Academy of Science, 9th Nov., 1893). In com- 
mon with most scholars I used to think that the "in qua" refers to "Roman 
Church"; but I have now convinced myself (see the treatise just cited) that it 
relates to "omnem ecclesiam", and that the clause introduced by "in qua "merely 
asserts that every church, in so far as she is faithful to tradition, i.e., orthodox, 
must as a matter of course agree with that of Rome. (2) Irenaeus asserts that every 
Church, i.e., believers in all parts of the world, must agree with this Church 
("convenire" is to be understood in a figurative sense; the literal acceptation 
"every Church must come to that of Rome" is not admissible). However, this 
"must" is not meant as an imperative, but = avxyxy = " it cannot be otherwise." 
In reference to principalitas ■=. avhtvri* (see I. 31. 1 :I. 26. 1) it must be remem- 
bered that Victor of Rome (I.e.) speaks of the "origo authentici apostolatus", and 
Tertullian remarks of Valentinus when he apostatised at Rome, "ab ecclesia 
authentic^ regulse abrupit" (adv. Valent. 4). 

1 Beyond doubt his "convenire necesse est" is founded on actual circumstances. 

3 On other important journeys of Christian men and bishops to Rome in the 
2nd and 3rd centuries see Caspari, I.e. Above all we may call attention to the 
journey of Abercius* of Hterapolis fmrt Hterapoks on the Meander) about 200 or 
even earlier. Its historical reality is not to be questioned. See his words in the 
epitaph composed by himself (V. 7 f.) : §U 'Papifv tfg 'ixtptyiv hfih fiotvihviuv Mpljreu 
xcti (3wr{Xi<ro-acv itiesv %p\Hr6<rrohov xivvvkHiKqv. However, Ficker raises very serious 
objections to the Christian origin of the inscription. 
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but Polycarp to Anicetus. At the time when the controversy 
with Gnosticism ensued, the Roman Church showed all the rest 
an example of resolution ; it was naturally to be expected that, 
as a necessary condition of mutual fellowship, she should require 
other communities to recognise the law by which she had reg- 
ulated her own circumstances. No community in the Empire 
could regard with indifference its relationship to the great Roman 
Church ; almost everyone had connections with her ; she contained 
believers from all the rest. As early as 180 this Church could 
point to a series of bishops reaching in uninterrupted succession 
from the glorious apostles Paul and Peter l down to the present 
time ; and she alone maintained a brief but definitely formu- 
lated lex, which she entitled the summary of apostolic tradition, 
and by reference to which she decided all questions of faith 
with admirable certainty. Theories were incapable of overcoming 
the elementary differences that could not but appear as soon 
as Christianity became naturalised in the various provinces and 
towns of the Empire. Nor was it theories that created the 
empiric unity of the Churches, but the unity which the Empire 
possessed in Rome ; the extent and composition of the Graeco- 
Latin community there; the security — and this was not the 
least powerful element — that accompanied the development of 
this great society, well provided as it was with wealth and 
possessed of an influence in high quarters already dating from 
the first century ; 3 as well as the care which it displayed on 
behalf of all Christendom. All these causes combined to convert 

* l We cannot here discuss how this tradition arose; in all likelihood it already 
expresses the position which the Roman Church very speedily attained in Christendom. 
See Renan, Orig., Vol. VTI., p. 70: "Pierre et Paul (reconciles), voila le chef- 
d'oeuvre qui fondait la suprematie eccl^siastique de Rome dans l'avenir. Une nouvelle 
quality mythique remplagait celle de Romulus et Remus." But it is highly probable 
that Peter was really in Rome like Paul (see 1 Clem. V., Ignatius ad Rom. IV.); 
both really performed important services to the Church there, and died as martyrs 
in that city. 

* The wealth of the Roman Church is also illustrated by the present of 200,000 
sesterces brought her by Marcion (Tertull., de praesc. 30). The "She p her d " also 
contains instructive particulars with regard to this. As far as her influence is 
concerned, we possess various testimonies from Philipp. IV. 22 down to the famous 
account by Hippolytus of the relations of Victor to Marcia. We may call special 
attention to Ignatius' Epistle to the Romans. 
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the Christian communities into a real confederation under the. 
primacy of the Roman Church (and subsequently under the 
leadership of her bishops). This primacy cannot of course be 
further defined, for it was merely a de facto one. But, from 
the nature of the case, it was immediately shaken, when it was 
claimed as a legal right associated with the person of the Roman 
bishop. 

That this theory is more than a hypothesis is shown by 
several facts which prove the unique authority as well as the 
interference of the Roman Church (that is, of her bishop). First, 
in the Montanist controversy — and that too at the stage when 
it was still almost exclusively confined to Asia Minor — the al- 
ready sobered adherents of the new prophecy petitioned Rome 
(bishop Eleutherus) to recognise their Church, and it was at 
Rome that the Gallic confessors cautiously interfered in their 
behalf; after which a native of Asia Minor induced the Roman 
bishop to withdraw the letters of toleration already issued. * In 
view of the facts that it was not Roman Montanists who were 
concerned, that Rome was the place where the Asiatic members 
of this sect sought for recognition, and that it was in Rome 
that the Gauls interfered in their behalf, the significance of this 
proceeding cannot be readily minimised. We cannot of course 
dogmatise on the matter; but the fact can be proved that the 
decision of the Roman Church must have settled the position 
of that sect of enthusiasts in Christendom. Secondly, what is 
reported to us of Victor, the successor of Eleutherus, is still 
plainer testimony. He ventured to issue an edict, which we 
may already style a peremptory one, proclaiming the Roman 
practice with regard to the regulation of ecclesiastical festivals 
to be the universal rule in the Church, and declaring that every 
congregation, that failed to adopt the Roman arrangement,* 

1 See Tertullian, adv. Prax. I ; Euseb., H. E. V. 3, 4. Dictionary of Christian 
Biography HI., p. 937. 

* Euseb., H. E. V. 24. 9: *Ext tovtoiq i ftlv r%$ "Pmiiedmv irpoe «tAc Btxrvp xdpfac 
r1JG y A<riot$ ictem Hfict t«c 6p6poi$ iKxXyo-faut; t£$ xapotxfoQ axorifjtvBtv &<rkv vr%- 
poZofyuo-acs, t?i$ xotvfje fy«0-f«c XBipStrau, kou vntXtrevti yt $tac ypetfL/idr**, ctxoivu- 
vhtovq v&rrott fydtt* rove ent7<re faottaipuTTVv ffi*K$o6$. Stress should be laid on 
two points here: (1) Victor proclaimed that the people of Asia Minor were to be 
excluded from the xftWf friwig, and not merely from the fellowship of the Roman 
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was excluded from the union of the one Church on the ground 
of heresy. How would Victor have ventured on such an edict 
— though indeed he had not the power of enforcing it in every 
case — unless the special prerogative of Rome to determine 
the conditions of the "common unity" (xoivq hoofriq) in the 
vital questions of the faith had been an acknowledged and well- 
established fact? How could Victor have addressed such a 
demand to the independent Churches, if he had not been re- 
cognised, in his capacity of bishop of Rome, as the special 
guardian of the xoivij evooviq ? l Thirdly, it was Victor who form- 
ally excluded Theodotus from Church fellowship. This is the 
first really well-attested case of a Christian taking his stand 
on the rule of faith being excommunicated because a definite 
interpretation of it was already insisted on. In this instance 
the expression viog ftovoyevfc (only begotten Son) was required 
to be understood in the sense of Cpvtrsi €>€0$ (God by nature). 
It was in Rome that this first took place. Fourthly, under 
Zephyrinus, Victor's successor, the Roman ecclesiastics inter- 
fered in the Carthaginian veil dispute, making common cause 
with the local clergy against Tertullian; and both appealed to 
the authority of predecessors, that is, above all, of the Roman 
bishops. 2 Tertullian, Hippolytus, Origen, and Cyprian were 

Church; (2) he based the excommunication on the alleged heterodoxy of those 
Churches. See Heinichen, Melet. VIII., on Euseb., I.e. Victor's action is parallelled 
by that of Stephen. Firmilian says to the latter: "Dum enim putas, omnes abs 
te abstineri posse, solum te ab omnibus abstinuisti." It is a very instructive fact 
that in the 4th century Rome also made the attempt to have Sabbath fasting 
established as an apostolic custom. See the interesting work confuted by Augustine 
(ep. 36), a writing which emanates from a Roman author who is unfortunately un- 
known to us. Cf. also Augustine's 54th and 55th epistles. 

1 Irenaeus also (l.c. § 11) does not appear to have questioned Victor's proceeding 
as such, but as applied to this particular case. 

2 See Tertull., de orat. 22: "Sed non putet institutionem unusquisque anteces- 
soris commovendam." De virg. vel. I: "Paracletus solus antecessor, quia solus 
post Christum"; 2: "Eas ego ecclesias proposui, quas et ipsi apostoli vel apostolici 
viri condiderunt, et puto ante quosdam"; 3: "Sed nee inter consuetudines dispicere 
voluerunt illi sanctissimi antecessors ". This is also the question referred to in 
the important remark in Jerome, de vir. ml. 53: "Tertullianus ad mediam setatem 
presbyter fuit ecclesias Africanae, invidia postea et contumeliis clericorum Romanae 
ecclesias ad Montani dogma delapsus." 

II 



Digitized by CjOOQlC 



1 62 HISTORY OF DOGMA Chap, hi.] 

obliged to resist the pretensions of these ecclesiastics to authority 
outside their own Church, the first 'having to contend with 
Calixtus, and the three others with Stephen. l 

It was the Roman Church that first displayed this activity 
and care; the Roman bishop sprang from the community in 
exactly the same way as the corresponding official did in other 
places. 2 In Irenaeus* proof from prescription, however, it is 
already the Roman bishops that are specially mentioned. 3 

1 Stephen acted like Victor and excluded almost all the East from the fel- 
lowship of the Church; see in addition to Cyprian's epistles that of Dionysius of 
Alexandria in Euseb., H. E. VII. 5. In reference to Hippolytus, see Philosoph. 1. IX. 
In regard to Origen, see the allusions in de orat. 28 fin.; in Matth. XI. 9, 15 : XII. 
9— 14: XVI. 8, 22: XVII. 14; in Joh. X. 16; Rom. VI in Isai. c. 1. With regard 
to Philosoph. IX. 12, Sohm rightly remarks (p. 389): "It is clear that the responsibility 
was laid on the Roman bishop not merely in several cases where married men 
were made presbyters and deacons, but also when they were appointed bishops ; 
and it is also evident that he appears just as responsible when bishops are not 
deposed in consequence of their marrying. One cannot help concluding that the 
Roman bishop has the power of appointing and deposing not merely presbyters 
and deacons, but also bishops. Moreover, the impression is conveyed that this 
appointment and deposition of bishops takes place in Rome, for the passage contains 
a description of existent conditions in the Roman Church. Other communities may 
be deprived of their bishops by an order from Rome, and a bishop (chosen in 
Rome) may be sent them. The words of the passage are: 1%} KaAA/Vrov \!ip%«vro 
tirferxoTroi xctt Tpeo-fivrepot xxi Si&xovot oiyxfxoi xcci rpiyccftot xo&ifTOtvbxt elq xXypovp 
§1 H xou rtq ev xAjfpp iov yccfxoiy, fxevsiv rdv rotoCrov hv rip xAvjpu &$ (x>j v^iotpTVix&ru.. 

* In the treatise "Die Briefe des romischen Klerus aus der Zeit der Sedisvacanz 
im Jahre 250" (Abhandlungen fur Weizsacker, 1892), I have shown how the Roman 
clergy kept the revenue of the Church and of the Churches in their hands, though 
they had no bishop. What language the Romans used in epistles 8, 30, 36 of the 
Cyprian collection, and how they interfered in the affairs of the Carthaginian Church ! 
Beyond doubt the Roman Church possessed an acknowledged primacy in the year 
250 ; it was the primacy of active participation and fulfilled duty. As yet there was 
no recognised dogmatic or historic foundation assigned for it; in fact it is highly 
probable that this theory was still shaky and uncertain in Rome herself. The 
college of presbyters and deacons feels and speaks as if it were the bishop. For 
it was not on the bishop that the incomparable prestige of Rome was based — at 
least this claim was not yet made with any confidence,— but on the city itself, on 
the origin and history, the faith and love, the earnestness and zeal of the whole 
Roman Church and her clergy. 

8 In Tertullian, de praesc. 36, the bishops are not mentioned. He also, like 
Irenseus, cites the Roman Church as one amongst others. We have already remarked 
that in the scheme of proof from prescription no higher rank could be assigned to the 
Roman Church than to any other of the group founded by the Apostles. Tertullian 
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Praxeas reminded the bishop of Rome of the authority of his 
predecessors (" auctoritates praecessorum eius") and it was in 
the character of bishop that Victor acted. The assumption that 
Paul and Peter laboured in Rome, that is, founded the Church 
of that city (Dionysius, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Caius), must have 
conferred a high degree of prestige on her bishops, as soon as 
the latter officials were elevated to the position of more or less 
sovereign lords of the communities and were regarded as success- 
ors of the Apostles. The first who acted up to this idea was Calixtus. 
The sarcastic titles of "pontifex maximus", "episcopus episco- 
porum", "benedictus papa" and " apostolicus ", applied to him 
by Tertullian in "de pudicitia" I. 13, are so many references to 
the fact that Calixtus already claimed for himself a position of 
primacy, in other words, that he associated with his own per- 
sonal position as bishop the primacy possessed by the Roman 
Church, which pre-eminence, however, must have been gradually 
vanishing in proportion to the progress of the Catholic form 
of organisation among the other communities. Moreover, that 
is evident from the form of the edict he issued (Tert. 1. c, I : 
"I hear that an edict has been issued and that a decisive one ", 

continues to maintain this position, but expressly remarks that the Roman Church 
has special authority for the Carthaginian, because Carthage had received its 
Christianity from Rome. He expresses the special relationship between Rome and 
Carthage in the following terms: "Si autem Italia? adiaces habes Romam, unde 
nobis quoque auctoritas praesto est." With Tertullian, then, the de facto position 
of the Roman Church in Christendom did not lead to the same conclusion in the 
scheme of proof from prescription as we found in Irenaeus. But in his case also 
that position is indicated by the rhetorical ardour with which he speaks of the 
Roman Church, whereas he does nothing more than mention Corinth, Philippi, 
Thessalonica, and Ephesus. Even at that time, moreover, he had ground enough 
for a more reserved attitude towards Rome, though in the antignostic struggle he 
could not dispense with the tradition of the Roman community. In the veil dispute 
(de virg. vel. 2) he opposed the authority of the Greek apostolic Churches to that 
of Rome. Polycarp had done the same against Anicetus, Polycrates against Victor, 
Proculus against his Roman opponents. Conversely, Praxeas in his appeal toEleu- 
therus (c. I.: "praecessorum auctoritates"), Caius when contending with Proculus, 
the Carthaginian clergy when opposing Tertullian (in the veil dispute), and Victor 
when contending with Polycrates set the authority of Rome against that of the 
Greek apostolic Churches. These struggles at the transition from the 2nd to the 
3rd century are of the utmost importance. Rome was here seeking to overthrow 
the authority of the only group of Churches able to enter into rivalry with her 
those of Asia Minor, and succeeded in the attempt. 
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"audio edictum esse praepositum et quidem peremptorium M ), 
from the grounds it assigned and from the opposition to it on 
the part of Tertullian. From the form, in so far as Calixtus 
acted here quite independently and, without previous consulta- 
tion, issued a peremptory edict, that is, one settling the matter 
and immediately taking effect; from the grounds it assigned, 
in so far as he appealed in justification of his action to Matt. 
XVI. i8ff. l — the first instance of the kind recorded in history; 
from Tertullian's opposition to it, because the latter treats it 
not as local, Roman, but as pregnant in consequences for all 
Christendom. But, as soon as the question took the form of 
enquiring whether the Roman bishop was elevated above the 
rest, a totally new situation arose. Even in the third century, 
as already shown, the Roman community, led by its bishops, 
still showed the rest an example in the process of giving a 
political constitution to the Church. It can also be proved that 
even far distant congregations were still being bound to the 
Roman Church through financial support, 3 and that she was 
appealed to in questions of faith, just as the law of the city 
of Rome was invoked as the standard in civil questions. 3 It 

1 De pudic. 21 : "De tua nunc sententia quaero, unde hoc ius ecclesiae usurpes. 
Si quia dixerit Petro dominus: Super hanc petram aedificabo ecclesiam meam, tibi 
dedi claves regni caelestis, vel, Quaecumque alligaveris vel solveris in terra, erunt 
alligata vel soluta in ccelis, id circo praesumis et ad te derivasse solvendi et alligandi 
potestatem?" Stephen did the same; see Firmilian in Cyprian ep. 75. With this 
should be compared the description Clement of Rome gives in his epistles to James 
of his own installation by Peter (c. 2). The following words are put in Peter's 
mouth: KAif/ufvra roOrov tvfoxoTrov vfitv %uporov&i $ tjjv ifxijv r&v X6yuv TicTstw 
xMSpctv ... hb *vr$ fxircc$/$ufxi rif v l^ovcixv roV dtcfxevgiv xat Xvtiv, 7va irtpt 
ttxvtoq ol %v x tl P orov ^ 9 'V *** 7W %w** MoyiAccrt^fJiivov lv ovpavolq. dfoti yap *6 
$s7 Mfjvxi xsti Xfou V del Avdtjveu, <uq rbv tvjg \xx.XwioL$ *$&$ xecv6vet. 

2 See Dionysius of Alexandria's letter to the Roman bishop Stephen (Euseb. 
H. E. VII. 5. 2) : A/ fitvroi Evpfeu Zhou xati $ 'Ap«/3/«, oTq tvapxtfre ixforore xsti 
oiq vf/v evecTSiAxTt. 

3 In the case of Origen's condemnation the decision of Rome seems to have 
been of special importance. Origen sought to defend his orthodoxy in a letter 
written by his own hand to the Roman bishop Fabian (see Euseb., H. E. VI. 36* 
Jerome, ep. 84. 10). The Roman bishop Pontian had previously condemned him 
after summoning a "senate"; see Jerome, ep. 33 (Dollinger, Hippolytus and Calixtus, 
p. 259 f.). Further, it is an important fact that a deputation of Alexandrian Christians 
who did not agree with the Christology of their bishop Dionysius, repaired to Rome 
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is further manifest from Cyprian's epistles that the Roman 
Church was regarded as the ecclesia principalis, as the guardian 
par excellence of the unity of the Church. We may explain 
from Cyprian's own particular situation all else that he said in 
praise of the Roman Church (see above p. 88, note 2) and 
specially of the cathedra Petri; but the general view that she 
is the "matrix et radix ecclesiae catholicae" is not peculiar to 
him, and the statement that the " unitas sacerdotalis " originated 
in Rome is merely the modified expression, necessitated by the 
altered circumstances of the Church, for the acknowledged fact 
that the Roman community was the most distinguished among 
the sister groups, and as such had had and still possessed the 
right and duty of watching over the unity of the whole. Cyprian 
himself no doubt took a further step at the time of his corre- 
spondence with Cornelius, and proclaimed the special reference 
of Matt. XVI. to the cathedra Petri; but he confined his theory 
to the abstractions "ecclesia", "cathedra". In him the im- 
portance of this cathedra oscillates between the significance of a 
once existent fact that continues to live on as a symbol, and 
that of a real and permanent court of appeal. Moreover, he 
did not go the length of declaring that any special authority 
within the collective Church attached to the temporary occupant 
of the cathedra Petri. If we remove from Cyprian's abstractions 
everything to which he himself thinks there is nothing concrete 
corresponding, then we must above all eliminate every prerog- 
ative of the Roman bishop for the time being. What remains 
behind is the special position of the Roman Church, which in- 
deed is represented by her bishop. Cyprian can say quite 

to the Roman bishop Dionysius and formally accused the first named prelate. It 
is also significant that Dionysius received this complaint and brought the matter up 
at a Roman synod. No objection was taken to this proceeding (Athanas., de synod.). 
This information is very instructive, for it proves that the Roman Church was ever 
regarded as specially charged with watching over the observance of the conditions 
of the general ecclesiastical federation, the xotvii 'hooo-tt;. As to the fact that in 
circular letters, not excepting Eastern ones, the Roman Church was put at the head 
of the address, see Euseb., H. E. VII. 30. How frequently foreign bishops came 
to Rome is shown by the 19th canon of Aries (A.D. 314): "De episcopis pere- 
grinis, qui in urbem solent venire, placuit iis locum dari ut offerant" The first 
canon is also important in deciding the special position of Rome. 
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frankly : " owing to her magnitude Rome ought to have pre ced- 
ence over Carthage " ("pro magnitudine sua debet Carthaginem 
Roma praecedere") and his theory: "the episcopate is one, and 
a part of it is held by each bishop for the whole" ("episco- 
patus unus est, cuius a singulis in solidum pars tenetur ")> virtu- 
ally excludes any special prerogative belonging to a particular 
bishop (see also "de unit." 4). Here we have reached the 
point that has already been briefly referred to above, viz., 
that the consolidation of the Churches in the Empire after 
the Roman pattern could not but endanger the prestige and 
peculiar position of Rome, and did in fact do so. If we con- 
sider that each bishop was the acknowledged sovereign of his 
own diocese — now Catholic, that all bishops, as such, were re- 
cognised to be successors of the Apostles, that, moreover, the 
attribute of priesthood occupied a prominent position in the 
conception of the episcopal office, and that the metropolitan 
unions with their presidents and synods had become completely 
naturalised — in short, that the rigid episcopal and provincial 
constitution of the Church had become an accomplished fact, 
so that, ultimately, it was no longer communities, but merely 
bishops that had dealings with each other, then we shall see 
that a new situation was thereby created for Rome, that is, for 
her bishop. In the West it was perhaps chiefly through the 
cooperation of Cyprian that Rome found herself face to face 
with a completely organised Church system. His behaviour in 
the controversy about heretical baptism proves that in cases of 
dispute he was resolved to elevate his theory of the sovereign 
authority of each bishop above his theory of the necessary 
connection with the cathedra Petri, But, when that levelling 
of the episcopate came about, Rome had already acquired 
rights that could no longer be cancelled. l , Besides, there was 

1 Peculiar circumstances, which unfortunately we cannot quite explain, are connected 
with the cases discussed by Cyprian in epp. 67 and 68. The Roman bishop must 
have had the acknowledged power of dealing with the bishop of Aries, whereas 
the Gallic prelates had not this right. Sohm, p. 391 ff., assumes that the Roman 
bishop alone— not Cyprian or the bishops of Gaul— had authority to exclude the 
bishop of Aries from the general fellowship of the Church, but that, as far as the 
Gallic Churches were concerned, such an excommunication possessed no legal effect, 
but only a moral one, because in their case the bishop of Rome had only a 
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one thing that could not be taken from the Roman Church, 
nor therefore from her bishop, even if she were denied 
the special right to Matt. XVL, viz., the possession of Rome. 
The site of the world's metropolis might be shifted, but Rome 
could not be removed. In the long run, however, the shifting 
of the capital proved advantageous to ecclesiastical Rome. At 
the beginning of the great epoch when the alienation of East 
from West became pronounced and permanent, an emperor, 
from political grounds, decided in favour of that party in Antioch 
"with whom the bishops in Italy and the city of the Romans 
held intercourse" (oJg xv 01 tcxtx tyiv 'ItxXixv xx) rijv 'Papxiuv 
ttoXiv i7ri<nco7roi tov iSypxTog e7ri<TTeXXotev *). In this instance the 

spiritual authority and no legal power. Further, two Spanish bishops publicly ap- 
pealed to the Roman see against their deposition, and Cyprian regarded this appeal 
as in itself correct. Finally, Cornelius says of himself in a letter (in Euseb., H. £. 
VI. 43. 10) : rflv Aotir&v iirtvic&rFwv hoA6%ove tit; tovq r6 t Kov^ iv oJq faew y x 9t P 0T " 
ovtjrxvTtc iirtrrfaxtefAtv. This quotation refers to Italy, and the passage, which 
must be read connectedly, makes it plain (see, besides, the quotation in reference to 
Calixtus given above on p. 162), that, before the middle of the 3rd century, the 
Roman Church already possessed a legal right of excommunication and the recognised 
power of making ecclesiastical appointments as far as the communities and bishops 
in Italy were concerned (see Sohm, p. 389 ff.). 

1 Euseb., H. E. VII. 30. 19. The Church of Antioch sought to eDter upon an 
independent line of development under Paul ofSamosata. Paul's fall was the victory 
of Rome. We may suppose it to be highly probable, though to the best of my 
belief there is for the present no sure proof, that it was not till then that the Roman 
standards and sacraments, catholic and apostolic collection of Scriptures (see, on the 
contrary, the use of Scripture in the Didaskalia), apostolic rule of faith, and apostolic 
episcopacy attained supremacy in Antioch ; [but that they began to be introduced 
into that city about the time of Serapion's bishopric (that is, during the Easter 
controversy). The old records of the Church of Edessa have an important bearing 
on this point; and from these it is evident that her constitution did not begin to 
assume a Catholic form till the beginning of the 3rd century, and that as the result 
of connection with Rome. See the Doctrine of Addai by Phillips, p. 50: "Palut 
himself went to Antioch and received the hand of the priesthood from Serapion, 
bishop of Antioch. Serapion, bishop of Antioch, himself also received the hand 
from Zephyrinus, bishop of the city of Rome, from the succession of the hand of 
the priesthood of Simon Cephas, which he received from our Lord, who was there 
bishop of Rome 25 years, (sic) in the days of the Caesar, who reigned there 13 years." 
(See also Tixeront, £desse, pp. 149, 152.) Cf. with this the prominence given in the Acts 
of Scharbil and Barsamya to the fact that they were contemporaries of Fabian, bishop of 
Rome. We read there (see Rubens Duval, Les Actes de Scharbil et les Actes de 
Barsamya, Paris, 1889, and Histoire d'tfdesse, p. 130): "Barsamya (he was bishop of 
Edessa at the time of Decius) lived at the time of Fabian, bishop of Rome. He had 
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interest of the Roman Church and the interest of the emperor 
coincided. But the Churches in the various provinces, being now 
completely organised and therefore seldom in need of any more 
help from outside, were henceforth in a position to pursue 
their own interest. So the bishop of Rome had step by step 
to fight for the new authority, which, being now based on a 
purely dogmatic theory and being forced to repudiate any 
empirical foundation, was inconsistent with the Church system 
that the Roman community more than any other had helped 
to build up. The proposition "the Roman Church always had 
the primacy" ("ecclesia Romana semper habuit primatum") 
and the statement that "Catholic" virtually means "Roman 
Catholic* ' are gross fictions, when devised in honour of the 
temporary occupant of the Roman see and detached from 
the significance of the. Eternal City in profane history; but, 
applied to the Church of the imperial capital, they contain a 
truth the denial of which is equivalent to renouncing the attempt 
to explain the process by which the Church was unified and 
catholicised. l 

received the laying on of hands from Abschelama, who had received it from PaluL 
Palut had been consecrated by Serapion, bishop of Antioch, and the latter had been 
consecrated by Zephyrinus, bishop of Rome." As regards the relation of the State 
of Rome to the Roman Church, that is, to the Roman bishop, who by the year 
250 had already become a sort of prafectus urbis, with his district superintendents, 
the deacons, and in fact a sort of prittceps amu/us, cf. (1) the recorded comments 
of Alexander Severus on the Christians, and especially those on their organisation ; 
(2) the edict of Maximinus Thrax and the banishment of the bishops Pontian and 
Hippolytus; (3) the attitude of Philip the Arabian; (4) the remarks of Decius in 
Cyp. ep. 55 (see above p. 124) and his proceedings against the Roman bishops, and 
(5) the attitude of Aurelian in Antioch. On the extent and organisation of the 
• Roman Church about 250 see Euseb., H. E. VI. 43. 

1 The memorable words in the lately discovered appeal by Eusebius of Dory- 
laeum to Leo I. (Neues Archiv., Vol. XI., part 2, p. 364 f.) are no mere flattery, 
and the fifth century is not the first to which they are applicable: "Curavitdesuper 
et ab exordio consuevit thronus apostolicus iniqua perferentes defensare et eos qui 
in evitabiles factiones inciderunt, adiuvare et humi iacentes erigere, secundum 
possibilitatem, quam habetis ; causa autem rei, quod sensum rectum tenetis et incon- 
cussam servatis erga dominum nostrum Iesum Christum fidem, nee non etiam 
indissimulatam universis fratribus et omnibus in nomine Christi vocatis tribuitis 
caritatem, etc." See also Theodoret's letters addressed to Rome. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ECCLESIASTICAL CHRISTIANITY AND PHILOSOPHY. 
THE APOLOGISTS. 

I. Introduction. l 

The object of the Christian Apologists, some of whom filled 
ecclesiastical offices and in various ways promoted spiritual 
progress, 3 was, as they themselves explained, to uphold the 
Christianity professed 'by the Christian Churches and publicly 
preached. They were convinced that the Christian faith was 
founded on revelation and that only a mind enlightened by God 
could grasp and maintain the faith. They acknowledged the 
Old Testament to be the authoritative source of God's revel- 
ation, maintained that the whole human race was meant to be 

1 Edition by Otto, 9 Vols., 1876 f. New edition of the Apologists (unfinished; 
only Tatian and Athenagoras by Schwarz have yet appeared) in the Texte und 
Untersuchungen zur altchristlichen Litteratur-Geschichte, Vol. IV. Tzschirner, Ge- 
schichte der Apologetik, 1st part, 1805; id., Der Fall des Heidenthums, 1829. Ehlers, 
Vis atque potestas, quam philosophia antiqua, imprimis Platonica et Stoica in doctrina 
apologetanim habuerit, 1859. 

2 It is intrinsically probable that their works directly addressed to the Christian 
Church gave a more full exposition of their Christianity than we find in the Apol- 
ogies. This can moreover be proved with certainty from the fragments of Justin's, 
Tatian's and Melito's esoteric writings. But, whilst recognising this fact, we must 
not make the erroneous assumption that the fundamental conceptions and interests 
of Justin and the rest were in reality other than may be inferred from their Apologies. 
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reached by Christianity, and adhered to the early Christian 
eschatoiogy. These views as well as the strong emphasis they 
laid upon human freedom and responsibility, enabled them to 
attain a firm standpoint in opposition to "Gnosticism", and to 
preserve their position within the Christian communities, whose 
moral purity and strength they regarded as a strong proof of 
the truth of this faith.^ln the endeavours of the Apologists to 

) explain Christianity to the cultured world, we have before us 
the attempts of Greek churchmen to represent the Christian 
religion as a philosophy, and to convince outsiders that it was 
the highest wisdom and the absolute truth./ These efforts were 
not rejected by the Churches like those of the so-called Gnos- 
tics, but rather became in subsequent times the foundation of 
the ecclesiastical dogmatic. The Gnostic speculations were 
repudiated, whereas those of the Apologists were accepted. The 
manner in which the latter set forth Christianity as a philos- 
ophy met with approvaL^Vhat were the conditions under which 
ecclesiastical Christianity and Greek philosophy concluded the 
alliance which has found a place in the history of the world? 
^<How did this union attain acceptance and permanence, whilst 
"Gnosticism" was at first rejected? These are the two great 
questions the correct answers to which are of fundamental impor- 
tance for the understanding of the history of Christian dogma. 
The answers to these questions appear paradoxical. The 
theses of the Apologists finally overcame all scruples in ecclesi- 
astical circles and were accepted by the Graeco-Roman world, 
./because they made Christianity rational without taking from, 
or adding to, its traditional historic material. The secret of the 
epoch-making success of the apologetic theology is thus explain- 
ed : These Christian philosophers formulated the content of the 
Gospel in a manner which appealed to the common sense of 
all the serious thinkers and intelligent men of the age. More- 
over, they contrived to use the positive material of tradition, 
including the life and worship of Christ, in such a way as to 
furnish this reasonable religion with a confirmation and proof 
that had hitherto been eagerly sought, but sought in vain. In 
the theology of the Apologists, Christianity, as the religious 
enlightenment directly emanating from God himself, is most 
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sharply contrasted with all polytheism, natural religion, and 
ceremonial. They proclaimed it in the most emphatic manner 
as the religion of the spirit, of freedom, and of absolute moral- 
ity. Almost the whole positive material of Christianity is em- 
bodied in the story which relates its entrance into the world, 
its spread, and the proof of its truth. The religion itself, on 
the other hand, appears as the truth that is surely attested and 
accords with reason — a truth the content of which is not pri- 
marily dependent on historical facts and finally overthrows all 
polytheism. 

Now this was the very thing required. In the second cen- 
tury of our era a great many needs and aspirations were un- 
doubtedly making themselves felt in the sphere of religion and 
morals. " Gnosticism " and Marcionite Christianity prove the 
variety and depth of the needs then asserting themselves within 
the space that the ecclesiastical historian is able to survey, 
^^lightier than all others, however, was the longing men felt to 
free themselves from the burden of the past, to cast away the 
rubbish of cults and of unmeaning religious ceremonies, and to 
be assured that the results of religious philosophy, those great 
and simple doctrines of virtue and immortality and of the God 
who is a Spirit, were certain truths. He who brought the mes- 
sage that these ideas were realities, and who, on the strength 
of these realities, declared polytheism and the worship of idols 
to be obsolete, had the mightiest forces on his side; for the 
times were now ripe for this preaching.^What formed the 
strength of the apologetic philosophy was the proclamation that 
Christianity both contained the highest truth, as men .already 
supposed it to be and as they had discovered it in their own 
minds, and the absolutely reliable guarantee that was desired 
for this truth. To the quality which makes it appear meagre 
to us it owed its impressiveness. The fact of its falling in with 
the general spiritual current of the time and making no attempt 
to satisfy special and deeper needs enabled it to plead the 
cause of spiritual monotheism and to oppose the worship of 
idols in the manner most easily understood. As it did not 
require historic and positive material to describe the nature of 
religion and morality, this philosophy enabled the Apologists 
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to demonstrate the worthlessness of the traditional religion and 
worship of the different nations. l The same cause, however, 
made them take up the conservative position with regard to 
the historical traditions of Christianity. JThese were not ulti- 
mately tested as to their content, for this was taken for granted, 
no matter how they might be worded; but they were used to 
give an assurance of the truth, and to prove that the religion 
of the spirit was not founded on human opinion, but on divine 
revelation. The only really important consideration in Christi- 
anity is that it is revelation, real revelation. The Apologists 
had no doubt as to what it reveals, and therefore any investi- 
gation was unnecessary .^The result of Greek philosophy, the 
philosophy of Plato ana Zeno, as it had further developed in 
the empires of Alexander the Great and the Romans, was to 
attain victory and permanence by the aid of Christianity. Thus 
we view the progress of this development to-day, s and Christi- 
anity really proved to be the force from which that religious 
philosophy, viewed as a theory of the world and system of 
morality, first received the courage to free itself from the poly- 
theistic past and descend from the circles of the learned to the 
common people. 

^This constitutes the deepest distinction between Christian 
philosophers like Justin and those of the type of Valentinus. 
The latter sought for a religion; the former, though indeed they 
were not very clear about their own purpose, sought assurance 
as to a theistic and moral conception of the world which they 
already possessed. At first the complexus of Christian tradition, 
which must have possessed many features of attraction for them, 
was something foreign to both. The latter, however, sought to 
make this tradition intelligible. For the former it was enough 
that they had here a revelation before them; that this revelation 

1 That is, so far as these were clearly connected with polytheism. Where this was 
not the case or seemed not to be so, national traditions, both the true and the spurious, 
were readily and joyfully admitted into the catalogus testitnoniorum of revealed 
truth. 

2 Though these words were already found in the first edition, Clemen (Justin 
1890, p. 56) has misunderstood me so far as to think that I spoke here of conscious 
intention on the part of the Apologists. Such nonsense of course never occurred to me. 
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also bore unmistakable testimony to the one God, who was a 
Spirit, to virtue, and to immortality; and that it was capable 
of convincing men and of leading them to a virtuous life. 
Viewed superficially, the Apologists were no doubt the conserva- 
tives; but they were so, because they scarcely in any respect 
meddled with the contents of tradition. The "Gnostics", on 
the contrary, sought to understand what they read and to in- 
vestigate the truth of the message of which they heard. The 
most characteristic feature is the attitude of each to the Old 
Testament. The Apologists were content to have found in 
it an ancient source of revelation, and viewed the book as a 
testimony to the truth, i.e., to philosophy and virtue ; the Gnos- 
tics investigated this document and examined to what extent it 
agreed with the new impressions they had received from the 
Gospel. We may sum up as follows: The Gnostics sought to 
determine what Christianity is as a religion, and, as they were 
convinced of the absoluteness of Christianity, this process led 
them to incorporate with it all that they looked on as sublime 
and holy and to remove everything they recognised to be in- 
ferior. The Apologists, again, strove to discover an authority 
for religious enlightenment and morality and to find the confirm- 
ation of a theory of the universe, which, if true, contained for 
them the certainty of eternal life ; and this they found in the 
Christian tradition. 

At bottom this contrast is a picture of the great discord 
existing in the religious philosophy of the age itself (see p. 129, 
vol. I.). No one denied the fact that all truth was divine, that 
is, was founded on revelation. The great question, however, 
was whether every man possessed this truth as a slumbering 
capacity that only required to be awakened; whether it was 
rational, i.e. f merely moral truth, or must be above that which 
is moral, that is, of a religious nature ; whether it must carry 
man beyond himself; and whether a real redemption was neces- 
sary. It is ultimately the dispute between morality and religion, 
which appears as an unsettled problem in the theses of the 
idealistic philosophers and in the whole spiritual conceptions 
then current among the educated, and which recurs in the con- 
trast between the Apologetic and the Gnostic theology. And, 
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as in the former case we meet with the most varied shades 
and transitions, for no one writer has developed a consistent 
theory, so also we find a similar state of things in the latter ; l 
for no Apologist quite left out of sight the idea of redemption 
(deliverance from the dominion of demons can only be effected by 
the Logos, *>., God). Wherever the idea of freedom is strongly 
emphasised, the religious element, in the strict sense of the 
word, appears in jeopardy. This is the case with the Apologists 
throughout. Conversely, wherever redemption forms the central 
thought, need is felt of a suprarational truth, which no longer 
views morality as the only aim, and which, again, requires 
particular media, a sacred history and sacred symbols. Stoic 
rationalism, in its logical development, is menaced wherever we 
meet the perception that the course of the world must in some 
way be helped, and wherever the contrast between reason and 
sensuousness, that the old Stoa had confused, is clearly felt to 
be an unendurable state of antagonism that man cannot re- 
move by his own unaided efTorts.^The need of a revelation 
had its starting-point in philosophy here. The judgment of 
oneself and of the world to which Platonism led, the self- 
consciousness which it awakened by the detachment of man 
from nature, and the contrasts which it revealed led of necess- 
ity to that frame of mind which manifested itself in the craving 
for a revelation. The Apologists felt this. But their ration- 
alism gave a strange turn to the satisfaction of that need. It 
was not their Christian ideas which first involved them in con- 
tradictions. At the time when Christianity appeared on the 
scene, the Platonic and Stoic systems themselves were already 
so complicated that philosophers did not find their difficulties 
seriously increased by a consideration of the Christian doctrines. 
As Apologists, however, they decidedly took the part of 
Christianity because, according to them, it was the doctrine of 
reason and freedom. 

The Gospel was hellenised in the second century in so far 
as the Gnostics in various ways transformed it into a Hellenic 

1 Note here particularly the attitude of Tatian, who has already introduced a 
certain amount of the "Gnostic" element into his "Oratio ad Gnecos", although, 
he adheres in the main to the ordinary apologetic doctrines. 
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religion for the educated. The Apologists used it — we may 
almost say inadvertently — to overthrow polytheism by maintaining 
that Christianity was the realisation of an absolutely moral theism. 
The Christian religion was not the first to experience this twofold 
destiny on Graeco-Roman soil. A glance at the history of the 
Jewish religion shows us a parallel development; in fact, both 
the speculations of the Gnostics and the theories of the Apol- 
ogists were foreshadowed in the theology of the Jewish 
Alexandrians, and particularly in that of Philo. Here also the 
Gospel merely entered upon the heritage of Judaism. l Three cen- 
turies before the appearance of Christian Apologists, Jews, who 
had received a Hellenic training, had already set forth the religion 
of Jehovah to the Greeks in that remarkably summary and spi- 
ritualised form which represents it as the absolute and highest 
philosophy, i.e., the knowledge of God, of virtue, and of re- 
compense in the next world. Here these Jewish philosophers had 
already transformed all the positive and historic elements of the 
national religion into parts of a huge system for proving the 
truth of that theism. The Christian Apologists adopted this 
method, for they can hardly be said to have invented it anew. 2 
We see from the Jewish Sibylline oracles how wide-spread it 
was. Philo, however, was not only a Stoic rationalist, but a 
hyper-Platonic religious philosopher. In like manner, the Christian 
Apologists did not altogether lack this element, though in some 
isolated cases among them there are hardly any traces of it. 
This feature is most fully represented among the Gnostics. 
^This transformation of religion into a philosophic system would 
mot have been possible had not Greek philosophy itself happened 
'to be in process of development into a religion. J3uch a trans- 
formation was certainly very foreign to the realty classical time 
of Greece and Rome.^fhe pious belief in the efficacy and 
power of the gods and in their appearances and manifestations, 
as well as the traditional worship, could have no bond of union 

1 Since the time of Josephus Greek philosophers had ever more and more 
acknowledged the "philosophical" character of Judaism; see Porphyr., de abstin. 
anim. II. 26, about the Jews: aire <p(fi6<ro<pot to ygvoQ '6vtsq. 

2 On the relation of Christian literature to the writings of Philo, cf. Siegfried, 
Philo von Alexandrien, p. 303 f. 
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with speculations concerning the essence and ultimate cause of 
things. The idea of a religious dogma which was at once 
to furnish a correct theory of the world and a principle of 
conduct was from this standpoint completely unintelligible. But 
philosophy, particularly in the Stoa, set out in search of this 
idea, and, after further developments, sought for one special 
religion with which it could agree or through which it could at 
least attain certainty. The meagre cults of the Greeks and Romans 
were unsuited for this. So men turned their eyes towards the 
barbarians. Nothing more clearly characterises the position of 
things in the second century than the agreement between two 
men so radically different as Tatian and Celsus. Tatian emphat- 
ically declares that salvation comes from the barbarians, and to 
Celsus it is also a "truism" that the barbarians have more 
capacity than the Greeks for discovering valuable doctrines. l 
Everything was in fact prepared, and nothing was wanting. 

About the middle of the second century, however, the moral 
and rationalistic element in the philosophy and spiritual culture of 
the time was still more powerful than the religious and mystic ; 
for Neoplatonism, which under its outward coverings concealed 
the aspiration after religion and the living God, was only in 
its first beginnings. It was not otherwise in Christian circles. The 
" Gnostics' ' were in the minority. What the great majority of the 
Church felt to be intelligible and edifying above everything 
else was an earnest moralism. 2 ^Wew and strange as the 

1 It is very instructive to find Celsus (Ongen, c. Cels. I. 2) proceeding to say* 
that the Greeks understood better how to judge, to investigate, and to perfect the 
doctrines devised by the barbarians, and to apply them to the practice of virtue. 
This is quite in accordance with the idea of Origen, who makes the following 
remarks on this point: "When a man trained in the schools and sciences of the 
Greeks becomes acquainted with our faith, he will not only recognise and declare it to 
be true, but also by means of his scientific training and skill reduce it to a system and 
supplement what seems to him defective in it, when tested by the Greek method of 
exposition and proof, thus at the same time demonstrating the truth of Christianity. 

2 See the section "Justin und die apostolischen Vater" in Engelhardt's "Christ- 
enthum Justin's des Martyrers", p. 375 ff., and my article on the so-called 2nd 
Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians (Zeitschrift fur Kirchengeschichte I. p. 329 ff.). 
Engelhardt, who on the whole emphasises the correspondences, has rather under- 
than over-estimated them. If the reader compares the exposition given in Book I., 
chap. 3, with the theology of the Apologists (see sub. 3), he will find proof of the 
intimate relationship that may be traced here. 
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'undertaking to represent Christianity as a philosophy might 
seem at first, the Apologists, so far as they were understood, 
appeared to advance nothing inconsistent with Christian common 
sense. Besides, they did not question authorities, but rather 
supported them, and introduced no foreign positive materials. 
For all these reasons, and also because their writings were not 
at first addressed to the communities, but only to outsiders, 
the marvellous attempt to present Christianity to the world as 
the religion which is the true philosophy, and as the philo- 
sophy which is the true religion, remained unopposed in the 
Church. But in what sense was the Christian religion set forth 
as a philosophy? An exact answer to this question is of the 
highest interest as regards the history of Christian dogma. 

2. Christianity as Philosophy and as Revelation. 

It was a new undertaking and one of permanent importance 
to a tradition hitherto so little concerned for its own vindication, 
when Quadratus and the Athenian philosopher, Aristides, pre- 
sented treatises in defence of Christianity to the emperor. l 
About a century had elapsed since the Gospel of Christ had 
begun to be preached. It may be said that the Apology of 
Aristides was a most significant opening to the second century, 
whilst we find Origen at its close. Marcianus Aristides ex- 
pressly designates himself in his pamphlet as a philosopher of 
the Athenians. Since the days when the words were written: 
"Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit* ' (Col. II. 8), it had constantly been repeated (see, as 
evidence, Celsus, passim) that Christian preaching and philosophy 
were things entirely different, that God had chosen the fools, 
and that man's duty was not to investigate and seek, but to 

1 See Euseb., H. E. IV. 3. Only one sentence of Quadratus' Apology is preserved; 
we have now that of Aristides in the Syriac language; moreover, it is proved to 
have existed in* the original language in the Historia Barlaam et Joasaph; finally, 
a considerable fragment of it is found in Armenian. See an English edition by 
Harris and Robinson in the Texts and Studies I. 1891. German translation and 
commentary by Raabe in the Texte und Untersuchungen IX. 1892. Eusebius says 
that the Apology was handed in to the emperor Hadrian; but the superscription 
in Syriac is addressed to the emperor Titus Hadrianus Antoninus. 

12 
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believe and hope. Now a philosopher, as such, pleaded the cause 
of Christianity. In the summary he gave of the content of 
Christianity at the beginning of his address, he really spoke as 
a philosopher and represented this faith as a philosophy. By 
expounding pure monotheism and giving it the main place in 
his argument, Aristides gave supreme prominence to the very 
doctrine which simple Christians also prized as the most impor- 
tant. l Moreover, in emphasing not only the supernatural char- 
acter of the Christian doctrine revealed by the Son of the Most 
High God, but also the continuous inspiration of believers — the 
new race (not a new school) — he confessed in the most express 
way the peculiar nature of this philosophy as a divine truth. 
^According to him Christianity is philosophy because its content 
^ is in- accordance with reason, and because it gives a satisfactory 
and universally intelligible answer to the questions with which 
all real philosophers have concerned themselves. J*ut it is no 
philosophy, in fact it is really the complete opposite of this, in 
so far as it proceeds from revelation and is propagated by the 
agency of God, *>., has a supernatural and divine origin, on 
which alone the truth and certainty of its doctrines finally depend. 
This contrast to ^philosophy is chiefly shown in the unphilosoph- 
ical form in which Christianity was first preached to the world. 
That is the thesis maintained by all the Apologists from Justin 
to Tertullian, 2 and which Jewish philosophers before them pro- 
pounded and defended. This proposition may certainly be 
expressed in a great variety of ways. In the first place, it is 
important whether the first or second half is emphasised* and 
secondly, whether that which is "universally intelligible" is to 
be reckoned as philosophy at all, or is to be separated from it 
as that which comes by "nature". Finally, the attitude to be 
taken up towards the Greek philosophers is left an open question, 
so that the thesis, taking up this attitude as a starting-point, 
may again assume various forms. But was the contradiction 
which it contains not felt ?y The content of revelation is to be 

1 See Hermas, Mand I. 

3 With reservations this also holds good of the Alexandrians. See particularly 
Orig., c. Cels. I. 62. 
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rational; but does that which is rational require a revelation? 
How the proposition was understood by the different Apologists 
requires examination. 

Aristides. He first gives an exposition of monotheism and 
the monotheistic cosmology (God as creator and mover of the 
universe, as the spiritual, perfect, almighty Being, whom all 
things need, and who requires nothing). In the second chapter 
he distinguishes, according to the Greek text, three, and, according 
to the Syriac, four classes of men (in the Greek text polytheists, 
Jews, Christians, the polytheists being divided into Chaldeans, 
Greeks, and Egyptians; in the Syriac barbarians, Greeks, Jews, 
Christians), and gives their origin. He derives the Christians 
from Jesus Christ and reproduces the Christian kerygrna (Son 
of the Most rligh God, birth from the Virgin, 12 disciples, 
death on the cross, burial, resurrection, ascension, missionary 
labours of the 12 disciples). After this, beginning with the 
third chapter, follows a criticism of polytheism, that is, the false 
theology of the barbarians, Greeks, and Egyptians (down to 
chapter 12). In the 13th chapter the Greek authors and philo* 
sophers are criticised, and the Greek myths, as such, are shown 
to be false. In" the 14th chapter the Jews are introduced (they 
are monotheists and their ethical system is praised; but they 
are then reproached with worshipping of angels and a false 
ceremonial). In the 1 5th chapter follows a description of the 
Christians, i.e., above all, of their pure, holy life. It is they 
who have found the truth, because they know the creator of 
heaven and earth. This description is continued in chapters 
16 and 17: "This people is new and there is a divine admixture 
in it." The Christian writings are recommended to the emperor. 

Justin. l In his treatise addressed to the emperor Justin did 
not call himself a philosopher as Aristides had done. In es- 

1 Semisch, Justin der Martyrer, 2 Vols., 1840 f. Aub£, S. Justin, philosophe et 
martyre, 2nd reprint, 1875. Weizsacker, Die Theologie des Ma'rtyrers Justin's in 
the Jahrbuch fiir deutsche Theologie, 1867, p. 60 ff. Von Engelhardt, Christenthum 
Justin's, 1878; id., "Justin", in Herzog's Real Encyklopadie. Stahlin, Justin der 
Martyrer, 1880. Clemen, Die religionsphilosophische Bedeutung des stoisch-christ- 
lichen Eudamonismus in Justin's Apologie, 1890. Flemming, zur Beurtheilung des 
Christenthums Justin's des Martyrers, 1893. Duncker, Logoslehre Justin's, 1848. 
Bosse, Der praexistente Christus des Justinus, 189 1. 
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pousing the cause of the hated and despised Christians he re- 
presented himself as a simple member of that sect. But in the 
very first sentence of his Apology he takes up the ground of 
piety and philosophy, the very ground taken up by the pious 
and philosophical emperors themselves, according to the judg- 
ment of the time and their own intention. In addressing them 
he appeals to the hoyoq crcc<ppuv in a purely Stoic fashion. He 
opposes the truth — also in the Stoic manner — to the iot-xic 
7rxKxioov. l It was not to be a mere captatio benevolentia. In 
that case Justin would not have added: "That ye are pious 
and wise and guardians of righteousness and friends of culture, 
ye hear everywhere. Whether ye are so, however, will be 
shown." 3 His whole exordium is calculated to prove to the 
emperors that they are in danger of repeating a hundredfold 
the crime which the judges of Socrates had committed. 3 Like 
a second Socrates Justin speaks to the emperors in the name 
of all Christians. They are to hear the convictions of the wisest 
of the Greeks from the mouth of the Christians. Justin wishes 
to enlighten the emperor with regard to the life and doctrines 
((3log xx) ftxiyfAXTx) of the latter. Nothing is to be concealed, 
for there is nothing to conceal. 

Justin kept this promise better than any of his successors. 
For that very reason also he did not depict the Christian 
Churches as schools of philosophers (cc. 61 — 67). Moreover, 
in the first passage where he speaks of Greek philosophers, 4 he 
is merely drawing a parallel. According to him there are bad 
Christians and seeming Christians, just as there are philosophers 
who are only so in name and outward show. ' Such men, too, 
were in early times called "philosophers" even when they 
preached atheism. To all appearance, therefore, Justin does 
not desire Christians to be reckoned as philosophers. But it is 
nevertheless significant that, in the case of the Christians, a 

1 Apol. I. 2, p. 6, ecL Otto. 

2 Apol. I. 2, p. 6, sq. 

3 See the numerous philosophical quotations and allusions in Justin's Apology 
pointed out by Otto, Above all, he made an extensive use of Plato's Apology of 
Socrates. 

4 Apol. I. 4. p. 16, also I. 7, p. 24 sq: 1. 26. 
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phenomenon is being repeated which otherwise is only observed 
in the case of philosophers ; and how were those whom he was 
addressing to understand him? In the same passage he speaks 
for the first time of Christ. He introduces him with the plain 
and intelligible formula: o itiourxxXos Xptrrig ("the teacher 
Christ"). 1 Immediately thereafter he praises Socrates because 
he had exposed the worthlessness and deceit of the evil demons, 
and traces his death to the same causes which are now he says 
bringing about the condemnation of the Christians. Now he 
can make his final assertion. In virtue of " reason " Socrates 
exposed superstition; in virtue of the same reason, this was 
done by the teacher whom the Christians follow. But this 
teacher was reason itself; it was visible in him, and indeed it 
appeared bodily in him. 3 

Is this philosophy or is it myth? The greatest paradox the 
Apologist has to assert is connected by him with the most 
impressive remembrance possessed by his readers as philoso- 
phers. In the same sentence where he represents Christ as the 
Socrates of the barbarians, 3 and consequently makes Christianity 
out to be a Socratic doctrine, he propounds the unheard of 
theory that the teacher Christ is the incarnate reason of God. 

Justin nowhere tried to soften the effect of this conviction or 
explain it in a way adapted to his readers. Nor did he con- 
ceal from them that his assertion admits of no speculative 
demonstration. That philosophy can only deal with things 
which ever are, because they ever were, since this world began, 
is a fact about which he himself is perfectly clear. No Stoic 
could have felt more strongly than Justin how paradoxical is the 
assertion that a thing is of value which has happened only 
once. Certain as he is that the "reasonable' 1 emperors will 
regard it as a rational assumption that " Reason " is the 

1 Apol. I. 4, p. 14. 

3 Apol. I. 5, p. 18 sq., see also I. 14 fin.: ob voQhvtvis virvip%ev &**& &uvxfu$ 
QsoC 6 K6yo$ avroV Jfv. 

3 L. c. : oh ykp fi6vov gv "EAAqo-j hx Euxp&rovQ vnb x6yov yAsyz&l tccGtcc, iAA# 
Koti gv (2etp(2&pot$ far* at/roC roC \6yov fjtopQuQsvroQ xau avQp&irov xcci ^Iijo'oii Xpi<rroV 
xAifdevroc. 
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Son of God, l he knows equally well that no philosophy will 
bear him out in that other assertion, and that such a statement 
is seemingly akin to the contemptible myths of the evil demons. 
But there is certainly a proof which, if not speculative, is 
nevertheless sure. The same ancient documents, which contain 
the Socratic and super-Socratic wisdom of the Christians, bear 
witness through prophecies, which, just because they are pre- 
dictions, admit of no doubt, that the teacher Christ is the in- 
carnate reason ; for history confirms the word of prophecy even 
in the minutest details. Moreover, in so far as these writings 
are in the lawful possession of the Christians, and announced 
at the very beginning of things that this community would 
appear on the earth, they testify that the Christians may in a 
certain fashion date themselves back to the beginning of the 
world, because their dbctrine is as old as the earth itself (this 
thought is still wanting in Aristides). 

The new Socrates who appeared among the barbarians is 
therefore quite different from the Socrates of the Greeks, and 
for that reason also his followers are not to be compared with 
the disciples of the philosophers. 2 From the very beginning 
of things a world-historical dispensation of God announced this 
reasonable doctrine through prophets, and prepared the visible 
appearance of reason itself. The same reason which created 
and arranged the world took human form in order to draw the 
whole of humanity to itself. Every precaution has been taken 
to make it easy for any one, be he Greek or barbarian, edu- 
cated or uneducated, to grasp all the doctrines of this reason, 
to verify their truth, and test their power in life. What further 
importance can philosophy have side by side with this, how 
can one think of calling this a philosophy? 
/And yet the doctrine of the Christians can only be compared 
'with philosophy. For, so far as the latter is genuine, it is also 

1 Celsus also admits this, or rather makes his Jew acknowledge it (Orig., c. 
Cels. II. 31). In Book VI. 47 he adopts the proposition of the "ancients" that 
the world is the Son of God. 

2 See Apol. II. 10 fin.: Zuxp&ret ov$eU tictivb* t/^r^p rovrov roG $6yp#roG **q- 
Qwja'xsiv' Xpirrlp $i r& Kxi fab Euxp^rovQ oticb fiepov; yvva-tevri . . . ou $ih6vo$oi 
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guided by the Logos; and, conversely, what the Christians 
teach concerning the Father of the world, the destiny of man, 
the nobility of his nature, freedom and virtue, justice and 
recompense, has also been attested by the wisest of the Greeks. 
They indeed only stammered, whereas the Christians speak. 
These, however, use no unintelligible and unheard-of language, 
but speak with the words and through the power of reason. 
The wonderful arrangement, carried out by the Logos himself, 
through which he ennobled the human race by restoring its 
consciousness of its own nobiKty, compels no one hence- 
forth to regard the reasonable as the unreasonable or wisdom 
as folly. But is the Christian wisdom not of divine origin? 
How can it in that case be natural, and what connection can 
exist between it and the wisdom of the Greeks? Justin bestowed 
the closest attention on this question, but he never for a moment 
doubted what the answer must be. Wherever the reasonable 
has revealed itself, it has always been through the operation 
of the divine reason. For man's lofty endowment consists in 
his having had a portion of the divine reason implanted within 
him, and in his consequent capacity of attaining a knowledge 
of divine things, though not a perfect and clear one, by dint 
of persistent efforts after truth and virtue. When man remembers 
his real nature and destination, that is, when he comes to him- 
self, the divine reason is already revealing itself in him and 
through him. As man's possession conferred on him at the 
creation, it is at once his most peculiar property, and the power 
which dominates and determines his nature. 1 All that is reasonable 

1 The utterances of Justin do not clearly indicate whether the non-Christian 
portion of mankind has only a vnippx roC \6yov as a natural possession, or 
whether this vwipn* has in some cases been enhanced by the inward workings of 
the whole Logos (inspiration). This ambiguity, however, arises from the fact that 
he did not further discuss the relation between 6 h6yo% and to a-wppx roC x6yov 
and we need not therefore attempt to remove it. On the one hand, the excellent 
discoveries of poets and philosophers are simply traced to rh 'faQvrov irccvri ysvti 
av&puiruv mfpftx toC x6yov (Apol. II. 8), the pipos TirepfxxTiKoO x6yov (ibid.) 
which was implanted at the creation, and on which the human tVptrtQ Km fattpi* 
depend (II. 10). In this sense it may be said of them all that they " in human fashion 
attempted to understand and prove things by means of reason"; and Socrates is 
merely viewed as the wdvruv titrovwrepoe (ibid.), his philosophy also, like all pre- 
Christian systems, being a <piAo<ro<ptcc *v&pu*eto$ (II. 15). But on the other hand 



Digitized by CjOOQlC 



1 84 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. iv. 

is based on revelation. In order to accomplish his true destiny 
man requires from the beginning the inward working of that 
divine reason which has created the world for the sake of man, 
and therefore wishes to raise man beyond the world to God. 1 
y/^Apparently no one could speak in a more stoical fashion. But 
1 this train of thought is supplemented by something which limits 
it. Revelation does retain its peculiar and unique significance. 
For no one who merely possessed the " seed of the Logos " 
{(T7T6p^x rov Xoyov), though it may have been his exclusive guide 
to knowledge and conduct, was ever able to grasp the whole 
truth and impart it in a convincing manner. Though Socrates 
and Heraclitus may in a way be called Christians, they cannot 
be so designated in any real sense. Reason is clogged with 
unreasonableness, and the certainty of truth is doubtful wherever 
the whole Logos has not been acting; for man's natural endow- 
ment with reason is too weak to oppose the powers of evil and 
of sense that work in the world, namely, the demons. We must 

Christ was known by Socrates though only too fxepov$; for "Christ was and is the 
Logos who dwells in every man". Further, according to the Apologist, the nipos 
roC o-ireptixTiKoG htiw Ktyov bestows the power of recognising whatever is related 
to the Logos (tS o-vyyBvs$ II. 13). Consequendy it may not only be said: fox 
itxpx irxri kxK&% efarxt m/k0v, t&v Xpivrtxv&v gffrf (ibid.), but, on the strength of 
the "participation" in reason conferred on all, it may be asserted that all who 
have lived with the Logos (ptTX \6yov) — an expression which must have been 
ambiguous — were Christians. Among the Greeks this specially applies to Socrates 
and Heraclitus (I. 46). Moreover, the Logos implanted in man does not belong to 
his nature in such a sense as to prevent us saying fab Kiyov lix ZwKpxrov; ijA- 
iyzh x.t.a. (I. 5). Nevertheless xvtq$ 6 K6yo$ did not act in Socrates, for this 
only appeared in Christ (ibid). Hence the prevailing aspect of the case in Justin 
was that to which he gave expression at the close of the 2nd Apology (II. 15 : 
alongside of Christianity there is only human philosophy), and which, not without 
regard for the opposite view, he thus formulated in II. 13 fin. : All non-Christian 
authors were able to attain a knowledge of true being, though only darkly, by 
means of the seed of the Logos naturally implanted within them. For the a-7ropx and 
lAtfuiiix of a thing, which are bestowed in proportion to one's receptivity, are quite 
different from the thing itself, which divine grace bestows on us for our possession 
and imitation." 

1 "For the sake of man" (Stoic) Apol. I. 10 : II. 4, 5 ; Dial. 41, p. 260A, Apol I. 8: 
"Longing for the eternal and pure life, we strive to abide in the fellowship of 
God, the Father and Creator of all things, and we hasten to make confession, be- 
cause we are convinced and firmly believe that that happiness is really attainable." 
It is frequently asserted that it is the Logos which produces such conviction and 
awakens courage and strength. 
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'therefore believe in the prophets in whom the whole Logos 

/spoke. He who does that must also of necessity believe in 

I Christ; for the prophets clearly pointed to him as the perfect 

\ embodiment of the Logos. Measured by the fulness, clearness, 

land certainty of the knowledge imparted by the Logos-Christ, 

lall knowledge independent of him appears as merely human 

Wisdom, even when it emanates from the seed of the Logos. 

The Stoic argument is consequently untenable. Men blind and 

kept in bondage by the demons require to be aided by a 

special revelation. It is true that this revelation is nothing new, 

and in so far as it has always existed, and never varied in 

character, from the beginning of the world, it is in this sense 

nothing extraordinary. It is the divine help granted to man, 

who has fallen under the power of the demons, and enabling 

him to follow his reason and freedom to do what is good. By 

the appearance of Christ this help became accessible to all men. 

The dominion of demons and revelation are the two correlated 

ideas. If the former did not exist, the latter would not be 

necessary. According as we form a lower or higher estimate 

\ of the pernicious results of that sovereignty, the value of revel- 

j ation rises or sinks. This revelation cannot do less than give 

the necessary assurance of the truth, and it cannot do more? 

than impart the power that develops and matures the inalien^ 

able natural endowment of man and frees him from the dominion 

of the demons. 

^Accordingly the teaching of the prophets and Christ is related 
even to the very highest human philosophy as the whole is to 
the part, 1 or as the certain is to the uncertain ; and hence also 

1 Justin has destroyed the force of this argument in two passages (I. 44. 59) 
by tracing (like the Alexandrian Jews) all true knowledge of the poets and philo-* 
sophers to borrowing from the books of the Old Testament (Moses). Of what further 
use then is the rirepfzat K6yvv 'iptyvrov ? Did Justin not really take it seriously ?. 
Did he merely wish to suit himself to those whom he was addressing ? We are not 
justified in asserting this. Probably, however, the adoption of that Jewish view of 
the history of the world is a proof that die results of the demon sovereignty were 
in Justin's estimation so serious that he no longer expected anything from the a-nippae 
h.6yov HpQvTOv when left to its own resources ; and therefore regarded truth and 
prophetic revelation as inseparable. But this view is not the essential one in the 
Apology. That assumption of Justin's is evidently dependent on a tradition, whilst 
his real opinion was more "liberal". 
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as the permanent is to the transient. For the final stage has 
now arrived and Christianity is destined to put an end to 
natural human philosophy. When the perfect work is there; 
the fragmentary must cease. Justin gave the clearest expression 
to this conviction. Christianity, *>., the prophetic teaching 
attested by Christ and accessible to all, puts an end to the 
human systems of philosophy that from their close affinity to 
it may be called Christian, inasmuch as it effects all and more 
than all that these systems have done, and inasmuch as the 
speculations of the philosophers, which are uncertain and mingled 
with error, are transformed by it into dogmas of indubitable 
certainty. l The practical conclusion drawn in Justin's treatise 
from this exposition is that the Christians are at least entitled 
to ask the authorities to treat them as philosophers (Apol. L 
7, 20: II. 15). This demand, he says, is the more justifiable 
because the freedom of philosophers is enjoyed even by such 
people as merely bear the name, whereas in reality they set 
forth immoral and pernicious doctrines. 2 

1 Compare with this the following passages : In Apol. I. 20 are enumerated a 
series of the most important doctrines common to philosophers and Christians. Then 
follow the words: "If we then in particular respects even teach something similar 
to the doctrines of the philosophers honoured among you, though in many cases 
in a divine and more sublime way ; and we indeed alone do so in such a way 
t^iat the matter is proved etc." In Apol. I. 44: II. 10. 13 uncertainty, error, and 
contradictions are shown to exist in the case of the greatest philosophers. The 
Christian doctrines are more sublime than all human philosophy (II. 15). "Our 
doctrines are evidently more sublime than any human teaching, because the Christ who 
appeared for our sakes was the whole fulness of reason " {to Aoy/xov ro cfoey, II. 10). 
"The principles of Plato are not foreign {ixx6rpiat) to the teaching of Christ, but 
they do not agree in every respect. The same holds good of the Stoics" (II. 13). 
"We must go forth from the school of Plato" (II. 12). "Socrates convinced no 
one in such a way that he would have been willing to die for the doctrine pro- 
claimed by him; whereas not only philosophers and philologers, but also artisans 
and quite common uneducated people have believed in Christ " (II. 10). These are 
the very people — and that is perhaps the strongest contrast found between Logos and 
Logos in Justin— among whom it is universally said of Christianity: $vv*(xi<; io-rt 
roC otpwrov iretrpOQ xeei obxi Mpwiretov x6yov kztx<tk£vvJ (see also 1. 14 and elsewhere.) 

3 In Justin's estimate of the Greek philosophers two other points deserve notice. 
In the first place, he draws a very sharp distinction between real and nominal 
philosophers. By the latter he specially means the Epicureans. They are no doubt 
referred to in I. 4, 7, 26 (I. 14 : Atheists). Epicurus and Sardanapalus are classed 
together in II. 7; Epicurus and the immoral poets in II. 12; and in the conclu- 
sion of II. 15 the same philosopher is ranked with the worst society. But according 
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In the dialogue with the Jew Trypho, which is likewise meant 
for heathen readers, Justin ceased to employ the idea of the 
existence of a "seed of the Logos implanted by nature" (<T7rippx 
Xoyov € t uQvTov) in every man. From this fact we recognise that 
he did not consider the notion of fundamental importance. He 
indeed calls the Christian religion a philosophy; 1 but, in so far 
as this is the case, it is "the only sure and saving philosophy". 
No doubt the so-called philosophies put the right questions, but 
they are incapable of giving correct answers. For the Deity, 
who embraces all true being, and a knowledge of whom alone 
makes salvation possible, is only known in proportion as he 
reveals himself. True wisdom is therefore exclusively based on 
revelation. Hence it is opposed to every human philosophy, 

to II. 3 fin. (<x$vvxtov Ki/wxfij, xh£<popov to tsKo$ 7rpo6spsvta y rb ayec&ov gftevau irAijv 
a&utQopfat) the Cynics also seem to be outside the circle of real philosophers. 
This is composed principally of Socrates, Plato, the Platonists and Stoics, together 
.with Heraclitus and others. Some of these understood one set of doctrines more 
correctly, others another series. The Stoics excelled in ethics (II. 7) ; Plato described 
the Deity and the world more correctly. It is, however, worthy of note — and this 
is the second point — that Justin in principle conceived the Greek philosophers 
as a unity, and that he therefore saw in their very deviations from one another 
a proof of the imperfection of their teaching. In so far as they are all included 
under the collective idea "human philosophy", philosophy is characterised by the 
conflicting opinions found within it. This view was suggested to Justin by the 
fact that the highest truth, which is at once allied and opposed to human philosophy, 
was found by him among an exclusive circle of fellow-believers. Justin showed 
great skill in selecting from the Gospels the passages (I. 15 — 17), that prove the 
"philosophical" life of the Christians as described by him in c. 14. Here he cannot 
be acquitted of colouring the facts (cf. Aristides) nor of exaggeration (see, for instance, 
the unqualified statement: £ ifoe/tctv sIq xotvbv QnepovrtQ xai xslvtI hso^ivu xcrtva- 
voCvrti). The philosophical emperors were meant here to think of the" Qih.oiQ7eoivrot 
KOiv&". Yet in I. 67 Justin corrected exaggerations in his description. Justin's 
reference to the invaluable benefits which Christianity confers on the state deserves 
notice (see particularly I. 12, 17.) The later Apologists make a similar remark. 

1 Dialogue 8. The dialogue takes up a more positive attitude than the Apology, 
both as a whole and in detail. If we consider that both works are also meant for 
Christians, and that, on the other hand, the Dialogue as well as the Apology appeals 
to the cultured heathen public, we may perhaps assume that the two writings were 
meant to present a graduated system of Christian instruction. (In one passage the 
Dialogue expressly refers to the Apology). From Justin's time onward the apologetic 
polemic of the early Church appears to have adhered throughout to the same method. 
This consisted in giving the polemical writings directed against the Greeks the 
form of an introduction to Christian knowledge, and in continuing this instruction 
still further in those directed against the Jews. 
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because revelation was only given in the prophets and in Christ. 1 
The Christian is the philosopher, 2 because the followers of Plato 
and the Stoics are virtually no philosophers. In applying the 
title " philosophy" to Christianity he therefore does not mean 
to bring Christians and philosophers more closely together. No 
doubt, however, he asserts that the Christian doctrine, which is 
founded on the knowledge of Christ and leads to blessedness, 3 
is in accordance with reason. 

Athenagoras. The petition on behalf of Christians, which 
Athenagoras, " the Christian philosopher of Athens ", presented 
to the emperors Marcus Aurelius and Commodus, nowhere 
expressly designates Christianity as a philosophy, and still less 
does it style the Christians philosophers. 4 But, at the very 
beginning of his writing Athenagoras also claims for the Christian 
doctrines the toleration granted by the state to all philosophic 
tenets. 6 In support of his claim he argues that the state punishes 
nothing but practical atheism, 6 and that the "atheism" of the 
Christians is a doctrine about God such as had been propounded 
by the most distinguished philosophers — Pythagoreans, Platonists* 
Peripatetics, and Stoics — who, moreover, were permitted to 
write whatsoever they pleased on the subject of the " Deity". 7 
The Apologist concedes even more : " If philosophers did not 
also acknowledge the existence of one God, if they did not 
also conceive the gods in question to be partly demons, partly 
matter, partly of human birth, then certainly tye would be justly 
expelled as aliens." 8 He therefore takes up the standpoint that 
the state is justified in refusing to tolerate people with com? 
pletely new doctrines. When we add that he everywhere assumes 
that the wisdom and piety of the emperors are sufficient to test 

1 Dial. 2. sq» That Justin's Christianity is founded on theoretical scepticism is 
clearly shown by the introduction to the Dialogue. 
3 Dial. 8 : oVrcaq $% xoct $tix racCrac (pih6<ro<po$ \yn. 

3 Dial., 1. c. : nupetrrw a-ot rbv Xptrrbv rov ©soC liriyvovri xai rete/at yevofxsvca 
gu$aufiovg7v. 

4 See particularly the closing chapter. 

5 Suppl. 2, 

6 Suppl. 4. 

7 Suppl. 5-7. 

8 Suppl. 24 (see also Aristides c. 13). 
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and approve. 1 the truth of the Christian teaching, that he merely 
represents this faith itself as the reasonable doctrine, 3 and that, 
with the exception of the resurrection of the body, he leaves 
all the positive and objectionable tenets of Christianity out of 
account, 3 there is ground for thinking that this Apologist differs 
essentially from Justin in his conception of the relation of 
Christianity to secular philosophy. 

Moreover, it is not to be denied that Athenagoras views the 
revelation in the prophets and in Christ as completely identical. 
But in one very essential point he agrees with Justin; and he 
has even expressed himself still more plainly than the latter, in- 
asmuch as he does not introduce the assumption of a "seed 
of the Logos implanted by nature " ((rTripf&x Koyov sf&Cpvrov^^he 
philosophers, he says, were incapable of knowing the full truth; 
since it was not from God, but rather from themselves, that they 
wished to learn about God. True wisdom, however, can only 
be learned from God, that is, from his prophets; it depends 
solely on revelation. 4 Here also then we have a repetition of 
the thought that the truly reasonable is of supernatural origin. 
Such is the importance attached by Athenagoras to this pro- 
position, that he declares any demonstration of the" reasonable" 
to be insufficient, no matter how luminous it may appear. Even 
that which is most evidently true — e.g., monotheism — is not 
raised from the domain of mere human opinion into the sphere 
of undoubted certainty till it can be confirmed by revelation, 5 
This can be done by Christians alone. Hence they are very 
different from the philosophers, just as they are also distinguished 
from these by their manner of life. 6 All the praises which 
Athenagoras from time to time bestows on philosophers, parti- 
cularly Plato, 7 are consequently to be understood in a merely 

1 Suppl, 7 fin. and many other places. 

3 E. g., Suppl. 8. 35 fin. 

* The Crucified Man, the incarnation of the Logos etc. are wanting. Nothing 
at all is said about Christ. 

4 Suppl. 7. 

6 Cf. the arguments in c. 8 with c. 9 init. 

6 Suppl. 11. 

7 Suppl. 23. 



Digitized by CjOOQLC 



190 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. iv. 

relative sense. Their ultimate object is only to establish the 
claim made by the Apologist with regard to the treatment of 
Christians by the state; but they are not really meant to bring 
the former into closer relationship to philosophers. Athenagoras 
also holds the theory that Christians are philosophers, in so far 
as the " philosophers " are not such in any true sense. It is only 
the problems they set that connect the two. He exhibits less 
clearness than Justin in tracing the necessity of revelation to 
the fact that the demon sovereignty, which, above all, reveals 
itself in polytheism, l can only be overthrown by revelation ; he 
rather emphasises the other thought (cc. 7, 9) that the necessary 
attestation of the truth can only be given in this way. 3 

Tatiaris* chief aim was not to bring about a juster treat- 
ment of the Christians. 4 He wished to represent their cause 
as the good contrasted with the bad, wisdom as opposed to 
error, truth in contradistinction to outward seeming, hypocrisy, 
and pretentious emptiness. His " Address to the Greeks" be- 

1 Suppl. 18, 23 — 27. He, however, as well as the others, sets forth the demon 
theory in detail. 

2 The Apology which Miltiades addressed to Marcus Aurelius and his fellow- 
emperor perhaps bore the title: v%lp ry% nark Xpia-rixvov^ QtAoa-oQiats (Euseb., H. E. V. 
17. 5). It is certain that Melito in his Apology designated Christianity as $ x«0' 
W&S tyiKovotyet (1. c, IV. 26. 7). But, while it is undeniable that this writer attempted, 
to a hitherto unexampled extent, to represent Christianity as adapted to the Empire, 
we must nevertheless beware of laying undue weight on the expression " philosophy ". 
What Melito means chiefly to emphasise is the fact that Christianity, which in former 
times had developed into strength among the barbarians, began to flourish in the 
provinces of the Empire simultaneously with the rise of the monarchy under Augustus, 
that, as foster-sister of the monarchy, it increased in strength with the latter, and 
that this mutual relation of the two institutions had given prosperity and splendour 
t© the state. When in the fragments preserved to us he twice, in this connection, 
calls Christianity "philosophy", we must note that this expression alternates with 
the other "6 x*P vip&s x6yo$ ", and that he uses the formula : "Thy forefathers held 
this philosophy in honour along with the other cults" {FpQiTau$ 3 4tXXou$bpw*tiau§. 
This excludes the assumption that Melito in his Apology merely represented Christian- 
ity as philosophy (see also IV. 26. 5, where the Christians are called "t$ r&v 
fcovefi&v ysvoQ"). He also wrote a treatise vspi ktio-bmq xxi ytvsrews XpwroH. In 
it (fragment in the Chron. Pasch.) he called Christ QtoC X6yo$ xpb euuvuv. 

3 See my treatise "Tatian's Rede an die Griechen iibers.", 1884 (Giessener 
Programm). Daniel, Tatianus, 1837. Steuer, Die Gottes- und Logoslehre des Tatian, 
1893. 

4 But see Orat. 4 init., 24 fin., 25 fin., 27 init. 
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gins with a violent polemic against all Greek philosophers. 
Tatian merely acted up to a judgment of philosophers and 
philosophy which in Justin's case is still concealed. * Hence it 
•was not possible for him to think of demonstrating analogies 
between Christians and philosophers. He also no doubt views 
Christianity as " reasonable " ; he who lives virtuously and follows 
wisdom receives it ; 2 but yet it is too sublime to be grasped 
by earthly perception. 3 It is a heavenly thing which depends 
on the communication of the "Spirit", and hence can only be 
known by revelation. 4 But yet it is a "philosophy " with definite 

1 He not only accentuated the disagreement of philosophers more strongly than Justin, 
but insisted more energetically than that - Apologist on the necessity of viewing the 
practical fruits of philosophy in life as a criterion; see Orat. 2, 3, 19, 25. Never- 
theless Socrates still found grace in his eyes (c. 3). With regard to other philo- 
sophers he listened to foolish and slanderous gossip. 

2 Orat. 13, 15 fin., 20. Tatian also gave credence to it because it imparts such 
an intelligible picture of the creation of the world (c. 29). 

3 Orat. 12: t& T»J$ yifJLtrep»Q notilstus evrh xvuripw tvi$ kov(ux%$ KXTXh^tciC^ 
Tatian troubled himself very little with giving demonstrations. No other Apologist 
made such bold assertions. 

* See Orat. 12 (p. 54 fin.), 20 (p. 90), 25 fin., 26 fin., 29, 30 (p. 116), 13 (p. 62), 
15 (p. 70), 36 (p. 142), 40 (p. 152 sq.). The section cc. 12 — 15 of the Oratio is 
very important (see also c. 7 ff ) ; for it shows that Tatian denied the natural im- 
-mortality of the soul, declared the soul (the material spirit) to be something inherent 
in all matter, and accordingly looked on the distinction between men and animals 
in respect of their inalienable natural constitution as only one of degree. According 
to this Apologist the dignity of man does not consist in his natural endowments; 
but in the union of the human soul with the divine spirit, for which union indeed 
he was planned. But, in Tatian's opinion, man lost this union by falling under 
the sovereignty of the demons. The Spirit of God has left him, and consequently 
he has fallen back to the level of the beasts. So it is man's task to unite the Spirit 
again with himself, and thereby recover that religious principle on which all wisdom 
.and knowledge rest. This anthropology is opposed to that of the Stoics and related 
to the "Gnostic" theory. It follows from it that man, in order to reach his 
•destination, must raise himself above his natural endowment; see c. 15: %v$pwirov 
Xty* rbv n6ppu pdv MpuTrdrtfTOQ vpos avrbv $£ rhv Qt&v x«%o>pifje4r&. But with 
Tatian this conception is burdened with radical inconsistency ; for he assumes that 
the Spirit reunites itself with every man who rightly uses his freedom, and he 
thinks it still possible for every person to use his freedom aright (11 fin., 13 fin., 
15 fin.) So it is after all a mere assertion that the natural man is only distinguished 
from the beast by speech. He is also distinguished from it by freedom. And further 
it is only in appearance that the blessing bestowed in the "Spirit" is a donutn 
super additum et super natut ale. For if a proper spontaneous use of freedom infal- 
libly leads to the return of the Spirit, it is evident that the decision and conse- 
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doctrines (iiyfixrx) ; * it brings nothing new, but 6nly such 
blessings as we have already received, but could not retain - 
owing to the power of error, i.e., the dominion of the demons. * 
Christianity is therefore the philosophy in which, by virtue of 
the Logos revelation through the prophets, 4 the rational know- 
ledge that leads to life 8 is restored. This knowledge was no 
less obscured among the Greek philosophers than among the 
Greeks generally. In so far as revelation took place among 
the barbarians from the remotest antiquity, Christianity may 
also be called the barbarian philosophy. 6 Its truth is proved 

quently the realisation of man's destination depend on human freedom. That is a 
however, the proposition which all the Apologists maintained. But indeed Tatian 
himself in his latter days seems to have observed the inconsistency in which he 
had become involved and to have solved the problem in the Gnostic, that is, the 
religious sense. In his eyes, of course, the ordinary philosophy is a useless and 
pernicious art ; philosophers make their own opinions laws (c. 27) ; whereas of 
Christians the following holds good (c. 32) : *6yov roC dtjpQo-fov xoti tietysiov *t%(a- 
pta-fievot xoti TretMpsvot ®sov vapxyyi'Apao't xat vdfxia Ttxrpos atybotptriou; ixdftevoi, t&v 
to hv $6%$ xeipevov uvbpunivy 7rxpaiT0U(AeQa. 

1 C. 31. ink.: $ yperepa tyXotrotya. 32 (p. 128): oi $Q\>\6[it vot QtAoo-oQslv naf 
vifitv 'Mpwieoi. In c. 33 (p. 130) Christian, women are designated at Trap 9 *jf*7v 
§i\c<to$ov<tou. C. 35: $ xad* %!*.&$ fidtpfiatpCQ tytXovotyx. 40 (p. 152): oi xara Mwvo-ix 
xat cfioias avrtft QiAoo-oQoCvtsg. 42 : 6 xara (SapP&pavQ QtAoo-oQ&v Txrtavdf. The 
My para of the Christians: c. 1 (p. 2), 12 (p. 58), 19 (p. 86), 24 (p. 102), 27 (p. 108), 
35 (p. 138), 40, 42. But Tatian pretty frequently calls Christianity "4 yptripa 
'xx&tix"^ once also " vofioUvioc " (12; cf. 40: oi vipers pot v^/tcci), and often irotoTtfx. 

2 See, e.g., c. 29 fin.: the Christian doctrine gives us ol% faep py e*a{3c(xev y 
*AA' tfrep Ax@6vts$ vtto ty^ 7Fh&vyi$ '4x giV sxa^vdnipsv. 

3 Tatian gave still stronger expression than Justin to the opinion that it is the 
demons who have misled men and rule the world, and that revelation through the 
prophets is opposed to this demon rule; see c. 7 fF. The demons have fixed the 
laws of death; see c. 15 fin. and elsewhere. 

4 Tatian, also cannot at bottom distinguish between revelation through the 
prophets and through Christ. See the description of his conversion in c. 29. where 
only the Old Testament writings are named, and c. 13 fin., 20 fin., 12 (p. 54) etc. 

5 Knowledge and life appear in Tatian most closely connected. See, e&, c. 13 
init: "In itself the soul is not immortal, but mortal; it is also possible, however, 
that it may not die. If it has not attained a knowledge of that truth it dies and 
is dissolved with the body; but later, at the end of the world, it will rise again 
with the body in order to receive death in endless duration as a punishment. On 
the contrary it does not die, though it is dissolved for a time, if it is equipped 
with the knowledge of God." 

6 Barbarian: the Christian doctrines are ra rc5v (3ap(3xpcnv toypxr* (c. 1): $ 
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by its ancient date 1 as well as by its intelligible form, which 
enables even the most uneducated person that is initiated in 
it 2 to understand it perfectly. 3 Finally, Tatian also states (c. 40) 
that the Greek sophists have read the writings of Moses and 
the prophets, and reproduced them in a distorted form. He 
therefore maintains the very opposite of what Celsus took upon 
him to demonstrate when venturing to derive certain sayings 
and doctrines of Christ and the Christians from the philosophers. 
Both credit the plagiarists with intentional misrepresentation or 
gross misunderstanding. Justin judged more charitably. To 
Tatian, on the contrary, the mythology of the Greeks did not 
appear worse than their philosophy; in both cases he saw 
imitations and intentional corruption of the truth. 4 

kxP MM&C fixpfixpoq, tyXovotyx (c. 35): $ (3stp(2xptKii vocoder iot, (c. 12); ypxfyxi fixp- 
fixpiKxf (c. 29); xxtvoTope'tv rx (3xp(3xpav $6yfixrx (c. 35); 6 kcctx fixpfi&povQ $iXq<t- 
q$&v Txtixv6q (c. 42); Mwuo-ifc Kxtnfc (Bxpfiapov QiAao-oQix; xpzwte (c. 31); see also 
c - 3°j 3 2 - I n Tatian's view barbarians and Greeks are the decisive contrasts in history. 

1 See the proof from antiquity, c. 31 ff. 

2 C. 30 (p. 114): ro6r<av oZv ryv Kocrxhy^tv f4.sfiuijfx,svoQ. 

3 Tatian's own confession is very important here (c. 26) : " Whilst I was reflecting 
on what was good it happened that there fell into my hands certain writings of 
the barbarians, too old to be compared with the doctrines of the Greeks, too divine 
to be compared with their errors. And it chanced that they convinced me through 
the plainness of their expressions, through the unartihcial nature of their language, 
through the intelligible representation of the creation of the world, through the 
prediction of the future, the excellence of their precepts, and the summing up of 
all kinds under one head. My soul was instructed by God and I recognised that 
those Greek doctrines lead to perdition, whereas the others abolish the slavery to 
which we are subjected in the world, and rescue us from our many lords and 
tyrants, though they do not give us blessings we had not already received, but 
rather such as we had indeed obtained, but were not able to retain in consequence 
of error." Here the whole theology of the Apologists is contained in nttce\ see 
Justin, Dial. 7 — 8. In Chaps. 32, 33 Tatian strongly emphasises the fact that the 
Christian philosophy is accessible even to the most uneducated; see Justin, Apol. 
II. 10; Athenag. 11 etc. 

4 The unknown author of the A6yo$ wpo$ "EAAjfvos; also formed the same 
judgment as Tatian (Corp. Apolog., T. III., p. 2 sq., ed. Otto ; a Syrian trans- 
lation, greatly amplified, is found in the Cod. Nitr. Mus. Britt. Add. 14658. It 
was published by Cureton. Spic. Syr., p. 38 sq. with an English translation). 
Christianity is an incomparable heavenly wisdom, the teacher of which is the Logos 
himself. "It produces neither poets, nor philosophers, nor rhetoricians; but it 
makes mortals immortal and men gods, and leads them away upwards from the 
earth into super-Olympian regions. ,, Through Christian knowledge the soul returns 
to its Creator: isl yxp xwQxxrxo-TxQijvxt fflsv xirivrv. 

13 
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Theophilus agrees with Tatian, in so far as he everywhere 
appears to contrast Christianity with philosophy. The religious 
and moral culture of the Greeks is derived from their poets 
(historians) and philosophers (ad Autol. II. 3 fin. and elsewhere). 
However, not only do poets and philosophers contradict each 
other (II. 5); but the latter also do not agree (II. 4. 8: III. 7), 
nay, many contradict themselves (III. 3). Not a single one of 
the so-called philosophers, however, is to be taken seriously ; l 
they have devised myths and follies (II. 8); everything they 
have set forth is useless and godless (III. 2); vain and worth- 
less fame was their aim (III. 3). But God knew beforehand 
the "drivellings of these hollow philosophers 1 ' and made his 
preparations (II. 15). He of old proclaimed the truth by the 
mouth of prophets, and these deposited it in holy writings. 
This truth refers to the knowledge of God, the origin and 
history of the world, as well as to a virtuous life. The pro- 
phetic testimony in regard to it was continued in the Gospel. s 
Revelation, however, is necessary because this wisdom of the 
philosophers and poets is really demon wisdom, for they were 
inspired by devils. 3 Thus the most extreme contrasts appear 
to exist here. Still, Theophilus is constrained to confess that 

1 Nor is Plato u 6 tiox&v Iv oturoi% asfJi.v6repov •xttyiXovofyxivou" any better than 
Epicurus and the Stoics (III. 6). Correct views which are found in him in a 
greater measure than in the others (3 tiax&v c EAA>fv«v cotywrepo; ysyevvi^oti)^ did 
not prevent him from giving way to the stupidest babbling (III. 16). Although 
he knew that the full truth can only be learned from God himself through the 
law (III. 17), he indulged in the most foolish guesses concerning the beginning 
of history. But where guesses find a place, truth is not to be found (III. 16: 
el $e elxxfffi&y oux ecpoc fayQij so-rtv rk vie* xvroV stpijfisvx). 

2 Theophilus confesses (I. 14) exactly as Tatian does : xxi ykp eyu fa brow roCro 
'foirQcti, &AAoc vCv Kccrxvoyja-xt; ctbrx tthttsvoo, eifiet xott \ietrv%&v ispoctt; y petty at $ r&v 
ayimv 7rpoQtir6)v y oV xxi Tepoeiirov foot irvsvpxroe Seov n 7rpoyeyov6rx $ rpdvw 
yeyovsv xcti roc hve<rr^rx rivi rp6fca yt'verou, xott roc htrepxtpsv* noict r&%ei aex- 
apTta-tyo-trou. y Air6$eil;iv ovv A«/3&v r&v ytvopevav xxi irpoxvxngQuvtffAgvM oux 
xirtvr&\ see also II. 8 — io, 22, 30, 33—35: III. 10, 11, 17. Theophilus merely 
looks on the Gospel as a continuation of the prophetic revelations and injunctions. 
Of Christ, however, he did not speak at all, but only of the Logos (Pneuma), 
which has operated from the beginning. To Theophilus the first chapters of 
Genesis already contain the sum of all Christian knowledge (II. 10—32). 

3 See II. 8: vxo dxtpdvuv $s s[iirvsvo*6ivres xxi Cir* xvr&v QvrtuQi'vrst & tlwov 
$f xvr&v slnov. 
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truth was not only announced by the Sibyl, to whom his remarks 
do not apply, for she is (II. 36) : iv "EAAjju/v xx) iv role Xoi7roTg 
Uveviv yevopsvy 7rpo<p>jTic, but that poets and philosophers* 
" though against their will", also gave clear utterances regard- 
ing the justice, the judgment, and the punishments of God, as 
well as regarding his providence in respect to the living and 
the dead, or, in other words, about the most important points 
(II. 37, 38, 8 fin.). Theophilus gives a double explanation of 
this fact. On the one hand he ascribes it to the imitation of 
holy writings (II. 12, 37: I. 14), and on the other he admits 
that those writers, when the demons abandoned them (ry tyv%% 
iKvJityxvreq i£ ivroov), of themselves displayed a knowledge of 
the divine sovereignty, the judgment etc., which agrees with 
the teachings of the prophets (II. 8). This admission need not 
cause astonishment; for the freedom and control of his own 
destiny with which man is endowed (II. 27) must infallibly lead 
him to correct knowledge and obedience to God, as soon as 
he is no longer under the sway of the demons. Theophilus 
did not apply the title of philosophy to Christian truth, this 
title being in his view discredited ; but Christianity is to him 
the "wisdom of God", which by luminous proofs convinces the 
men who reflect on their own nature. l 

1 The unknown author of the work de resurrectione^ which goes under the 
name of Justin (Corp. Apol., Vol. III.) has given a surprising expression to the 
thought that it is simply impossible to give a demonstration of truth. ('O (xev 
t%q xAijQefacQ h.6yo$ errh htev$ep6$ re text »UTe%o6a , io^ vtto fi^e^iecv fiourctvov ehey%ov 

QS&UV irtTTTStV flij$e TJJV TTOCpk TOt$ XKOVOVO't $1 aiirO$ei%eaQ S%ST<X(TIV VTTOfievetV. TO 

yxp evyeve$ cevroti xaet TreirotQbe aeur^ t# fFSfi^fxvri irto'Tevea'&aa debet). He inveighs 
in the beginning of his treatise against all rationalism, and on the one hand 
professes a sort of materialistic theory of knowledge, whilst on the other, for that 
very reason, he believes in inspiration and the authority of revelation; for all 
truth originates with revelation, since God himself and God alone is the truth. Christ 
revealed this truth and is for us r&v fauv TrfortG *°fi omtibefys. But it is far from 
probable that the author would really have carried this proposition to its logical 
conclusion (Justin, Dial. 3 ff. made a similar start). He wishes to meet his adver- 
saries "armed with the arguments of faith which are unconquered" (c. 1., p. 214), 
but the arguments of faith are still the arguments of reason. Among these he 
regarded it as most important that even according to the theories about the world, 
that is, about God and matter, held by the "so-called sages", Plato, Epicurus, 
and the Stoics, the assumption of a resurrection of the flesh is not irrational (c. 6, 
p. 228 f.). Some of these, viz., Pythagoras and Plato, also acknowledged the im- 
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Tertullian and Minucius Felix. l Whilst, in the case of the 
Greek Apologists, the acknowledgment of revelation appears 
conditioned by philosophical scepticism on the one hand, and 
by the strong impression of the dominion of the demons on the 
other, the sceptical element is not only wanting in the Latin 
Apologists, but the Christian truth is even placed in direct oppo- 
sition to the sceptical philosophy and on the side of philosophical 
dogmatism, i.e.. Stoicism. 2 Nevertheless the observations of Ter- 
tullian and Minucius Felix with regard to the essence of Christian- 
ity, viewed as philosophy and as revelation, are at bottom 
completely identical with the conception of the Greek Apologists, 
although it is undeniable that in the former case the revealed 
character of Christianity is placed in the background. 3 The 
recognition of this fact is exceedingly instructive, for it proves 

mortality of the soul. But, for that very reason, this view is not sufficient, "for 
if the Redeemer had only brought the message of the (eternal) life of the soul 
what new thing would he have proclaimed in addition to what had been made 
known by Pythagoras, Plato, and the band of their adherents?" (c. 10, p. 246) 
This remark is very instructive, for it shows what considerations led the Apologists 
to adhere to the belief in the resurrection of the body. Zahn, (Zeitschrift fur 
Kirchengeschichte, Vol. VIII., pp. 1 f., 20 f.) has lately reassigned to Justin him- 
self the fragment de resurr. His argument, though displaying great plausibility, 
has nevertheless not fully convinced me. The question is of great importance for 
fixing the relation of Justin to Paul. I shall not discuss Hermias' "IrrisioGentilium 
Philosophorum", as the period when this Christian disputant nourished is quite un- 
certain. We still possess an early-Church Apology in Pseudo-Melito's "Oratio ad 
Antoninum Caesarem" (Otto, Corp. Apol. IX., p. 423 sq.). This book is preserved 
(written?) in the Syrian language and was addressed to Caracalla or Heliogabalus 
(preserved in the Cod. Nitr. Mus. Britt. Add. 14658). It is probably dependent 
on Justin, but it is less polished and more violent than his Apology. 

1 Massebieau (Revue de l'histoire des religions, 1887, Vol. XV. No. 3) has 
convinced me that Minucius wrote at a later period than Tertullian and made use 
of his works. 

8 Cf. the plan of the "Octavius". The champion of heathenism here opposed 
to the Christian is a philosopher representing the standpoint of the middle Acad- 
emy. This presupposes, as a matter of course, that the latter undertakes the 
defence of the Stoical position. See, besides, the corresponding arguments in the 
Apology of Tertullian, eg., c. 17, as well as his tractate: "de testimonio animse 
naturaliter Christians". We need merely mention that the work of Minucius is 
throughout dependent on Cicero's book, "de natura deorum." In this treatise he 
takes up a position more nearly akin to heathen syncretism than Tertullian. 

s In R. Kuhn's investigation ("Der Octavius des Min. Felix", Leipzig, 1882) 
— the best special work we possess on an early Christian Apology from the point 
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that the conception of Christianity set forth by the Apologists 
was not an individual one, but the necessary expression of the 
conviction that Christian truth contains the completion and 
guarantee of philosophical knowledge. To Minucius Felix (and 
Tertullian) Christian truth chiefly presents itself as the wisdom 
implanted by nature in every man (Oct. 16. 5). -In so far as 
man possesses reason and speech and accomplishes the task of 
the "examination of the universe " (" inquisitio universitatis "), 
conditioned by this gift, he has the Christian truth, that is, he 
finds Christianity in his own constitution, and in the rational 
order of the world. Accordingly, Minucius is also able to 
demonstrate the Christian doctrines by means of the Stoic principle 
of knowledge, and arrives at the conclusion that Christianity is 
a philosophy, i.e., the true philosophy, and that philosophers 
are to be considered Christians in proportion as they have dis- 
covered the truth. l Moreover, as he represented Christian ethics 
to be the expression of the Stoic, and depicted the Christian 
bond of brotherhood as a cosmopolitan union of philosophers, 
who have become conscious of their natural similarity, 2 the 
revealed character of Christianity appears to be entirely given 
up. This religion is natural enlightenment, the revelation of a 
truth contained in the world and in man, the discovery of the 
one God from the open book of creation. The difference between 
him and an Apologist like Tatian seems here to be a radical 
one. But, if we look more closely, we find that Minucius — and 
not less Tertullian — has abandoned Stoic rationalism in vital 
points. We may regard his apologetic aim as his excuse for 
clearly drawing the logical conclusions from these inconsist- 

of view of the history of dogma — based on a very careful analysis of the Octavius, 
more emphasis is laid on the difference than on the agreement between Minucius 
and the Greek Apologists. The author's exposition requires to be supplemented 
in the latter respect (see Theologische Litteratur-Zeitung, 1883, No. 6). 

1 C. 20: Exposui opiniones omnium ferme philosophorum . . . , ut quivis arbi- 
tretur, aut nunc Christianos philosophos esse aut philosophos fuisse jam tunc Christi- 
anos." 

8 See Minucius, 31 ff. A quite similar proceeding is already found in Tertullian, 
who in his Apologeticum has everywhere given a Stoic colouring to Christian 
ethics and rules 'of life, and in c. 39 has drawn a complete veil over the peculi- 
arity of the Christian societies. 
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encies himself. However, these deviations of his from the doctrines 
of the Stoa are not merely prompted by Christianity, but rather 
have already become an essential component of his philosophical 
theory of the world. In the first place, Minucius developed a 
detailed theory of the pernicious activity of the demons (cc. 26, 
27). This was a confession that human nature was not what 
it ought to be, because an evil element had penetrated it from 
without. Secondly, he no doubt acknowledged (I. 4: 16. 5) the 
natural light of wisdom in humanity, but nevertheless remarked 
(32. 9) that our thoughts are darkness when measured by the 
clearness of God. Finally, and this is the most essential point, 
after appealing to various philosophers when expounding his 
doctrine of the final conflagration of the world, he suddenly 
repudiated this tribunal, declaring that the Christians follow the 
prophets, and that philosophers " have formed this shadowy picture 
of distorted truth in imitation of the divine predictions of the 
prophets" (34). Here we have now a union of all the elements 
already found in the Greek Apologists; only they are, as it 
were, hid in the case of Minucius. But the final proof that 
he agreed with them in the main is found in the exceedingly 
contemptuous judgment which he in conclusion passed on all 
philosophers and indeed on philosophy generally * (34. 5:38.5). 
This judgment is not to be explained, as in Tertullian's case, 
by the fact that his Stoic opinions led him to oppose natural 
perception to all philosophical theory — for this, at most, cannot 
have been more than a secondary contributing cause, 3 but by 
the fact that he is conscious of following revealed wisdom. 3 

1 Tertullian has done exactly the same thing ; see Apolog. 46 (and de praescr. 7.) 
3 Tertull., de testim. I. : w Sed non earn te (animam) advoco, quae scholis formata, 
bibliothecis exercitata, academiis et porticibus Atticis pasta sapientiam ructas. 
Te simplicem et rudem et impolitam et idioticam compello, qualem te habent qui 
te solam habent . . . Imperitia tua mihi opus est, quoniam aliquantulae peritiae 
tuae nemo credit." 

3 Tertull., Apol. 46: c 'Quid simile philosophus et Christianus ? Graeciae discipulus 
et coeli?" de praescr. 7: "Quid ergo Athenis et Hierosolymis? Quid academiae et 
ecclesiaer" Minuc. 38.5: " Philosophorum supercilia contemnimus, quos corruptores 
et adulteros novimus . . . nos, qui non habitu sapientiam sed mente prseferimus, 
non eloquimur magna sed vivimus, gloriamur nos consecutos, quod illi summa 
Intentions quaesiverunt nee invenire potuerunt. Quid ingrati sumus, quid nobis 
invidemus, si Veritas divinitatis nostri temporis aetate maturuit?" 
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Revelation is necessary because mankind must be aided from 
without, ue.y by God. In this idea man's need of redemption 
is acknowledged, though not to the same extent as by Seneca 
and Epictetus. But no sooner does Minucius perceive the teachings 
of the prophets to be divine truth than man's natural endowment 
and the speculation of philosophers sink for him into darkness. 
Christianity is the wisdom which philosophers sought, but were 
not able to find. l 

We may sum up the doctrines of tt\£ Apologists as follows: 
(i) Christianity is revelation, i.e., it is the divine wisdom, pro- 
claimed of old by the prophets and, by reason of its origin, 
possessing an absolute certainty which can also be recognised 
in the fulfilment of their predictions. As divine wisdom Christ- 
ianity is contrasted with, and puts an end to, all natural and 
philosophical knowledge. (2) Christianity is the enlightenment 
corresponding to the natural but impaired knowledge of man. 8 
It embraces all the elements of truth in philosophy, whence it 
is the philosophy ; and helps man to realise the knowledge with 
which he is naturally endowed. (3) Revelation of the rational 
was and is necessary, because man has fallen under the sway 
of the demons. (4) The efforts of philosophers to ascertain the 
right knowledge were in vain ; and this is, above all, shown by 
the fact that they neither overthrew polytheism nor brought 
about a really moral life. Moreover, so far as they discovered 
the truth, they owed it to the prophets from whom they borrowed 

1 Minucius did not enter closely into the significance of Christ any more than 
Tatian, Athenagoras, and Theophilus; he merely touched upon it (9.4 : 29.2). He 
also viewed Christianity as the teaching of the Prophets; whoever acknowledges 
the latter must of necessity adore the crucified Christ. Tertullian was accordingly 
the first Apologist after Justin who again considered it necessary to give a detailed 
account of Christ as the incarnation of the Logos (see the 21st chapter of the 
Apology in its relation to chaps. 17 — 20). 

2 Among the Greek Apologists the unknown author of the work" deMonarchia", 
which bears the name of Justin, has given clearest expression to this conception. 
He is therefore most akin to Minucius (see chap. I.). Here monotheism is desig- 
nated as the Kxte*tK>) $6%* which has fallen into oblivion through bad habit; for 
rifc Mpwrivm Qva-eate to K0tr y *px*l y w^vytav 7vvi<rsu$ km 9t»rnpiot$ AacfiofoyQ 
tU liriyvwnv xXyfoiou; Qpyrxefacs re rfc sIq tov %va kou tf&vtwv fonrdriiv. Accord- 
ing to this, then, only an awakening is required, 
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it; at least it is uncertain whether they even attained a know- 
ledge of fragments of the truth by their own independent efforts. l 
But it is certain that many seeming truths in the writings of 
the philosophers were imitations of the truth by evil demons. 
This is the origin of all polytheism, which is, moreover, to some 
extent an imitation of Christian institutions. (5) The confession 
of Christ is simply included in the acknowledgment of the wis- 
dom of the prophets; the doctrine of the truth did not receive 
a new content through Christ; he only made it accessible to 
the world and strengthened it (victory over the demons ; special 
features ackowledged by Justin and Tertullian). (6) The practical 
test of Christianity is first contained in the fact that all persons 
are able to grasp it, for women and uneducated men here become 
veritable sages; secondly in the fact that ithas the power of producing 
a holy life, and of overthrowing the tyranny of the demons. In 
the Apologists, therefore, Christianity served itself heir to antiquity, 
i.e., to the result of the monotheistic knowledge and ethics of the 
Greeks: "Ovx ovv icxpx Txa-ixx^ug slptjTXt, yfioov tqqv XpurTixvuv sa-ri M 
(Justin, Apol. II. 13). It traced its origin back to the beginning of the 
world. Everything true and good which elevates mankind springs 
from divine revelation, and is at the same time genuinely human, 
because it is a clear expression of what man finds within him 
and of his destination (Justin, Apol. I. 46: 01 perx Xoyov fiiutrxv-ss 
XpurTixvoi iurij xxv xdeoi ivofii<r6tj<rxv, ohv iv "EAAjfu/ /zh ^ooxpxr^g 
xx) *HpxxA£iT0<; xx) 01 b'ftoioi xvtqi$, iv fixpfixpoig Sf "A(3pxxfjL X.T.A., 
" those that have lived with reason are Christians, even though 
they were accounted atheists, such as Socrates and Heraclitus 
and those similar to them among the Greeks, and Abraham etc. 
among the barbarians M ). But everything true and good is 
Christian, for Christianity is nothing else than the teaching of 
revelation. No second formula can be imagined in which the 
claim of Christianity to be the religion of the world is so power- 
fully expressed (hence also the endeavour of the Apologists to 

1 But almost all the Apologists acknowledged that heathendom possessed 
prophets. They recognise these in the Sibyls and the old poets. The author of 
the work u de Monarchia" expressed the most pronounced views in regard to this. 
Hennas (Vis. II. 4), however, shows that the Apologists owed this notion also to 
an idea that was widespread among Christian people. 
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reconcile Christianity and the Empire), nor, on the other hand, 
can we conceive of one where the specific content of traditional 
Christianity is so thoroughly neutralised as it is here. But the 
really epoch-making feature is the fact that the intellectual 
culture of mankind now appears reconciled and united with 
religion. The "dogmas" are the expression of this. Finally, 
these fundamental presuppositions also result in a quite definite 
idea of the essence of revelation and of the content of reason. 
The essence of revelation consists in its form : it is divine com- 
munication through a miraculous inward working. All the media 
of revelation are passive organs of the Holy Spirit (Athenag. 
Supplic. 7; Pseudo-Justin, Cohort. 8; Justin, Dialogue 115. 7; 
Apol. I. 31, 33, 36; etc.; see also Hippolytus, de Christo et 
Antichr. 2). These were not necessarily at all times in a state 
of ecstasy, when they received the revelations; but they were 
no doubt in a condition of absolute receptivity. The Apologists 
had no other idea of revelation. What they therefore viewed 
as the really decisive proof of the reality of revelation is the 
prediction of the future, for the human mind does not possess 
this power. It was only in connection with this proof that the 
Apologists considered it important to show what Moses, David, 
Isaiah, etc., had proclaimed in the Old Testament, that is, these 
names have only a chronological significance. This also explains 
their interest in a history of the world, in so far as this interest 
originated in the effort to trace the chain of prophets up to the 
beginning of history, and to prove the higher antiquity of re- 
vealed truth as compared with all human knowledge and errors, 
particularly as found among the Greeks (clear traces in Justin, ! 
first detailed argument in Tatian). * If, however, strictly speaking, 
it is only the form arid not the content of revelation that is 
supernatural in so far as this content coincides with that of 
reason, it is evident that the Apologists simply took the con- 
tent of the latter for granted and stated it dogmatically. So, 
whether they expressed themselves in strictly Stoic fashion or 
not, they all essentially agree in the assumption that true religion 

1 See Justin, Apol. I. 31, Dial. 7, p. 30 etc. 
* See Tatian, c. 31 ff. 
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and morality are the natural content of reason. Even Tatian 
forms no exception, though he himself protests against the idea. 

3. . The doctrines of Christianity as the revealed 
and rational religion. 

The Apologists frequently spoke of the doctrines or "dogmas" 
of Christianity; and the whole content of this religion as philo- 
sophy is included in these dogmas. l According to what we have 
already set forth there can be no doubt about the character of 

1 In the New Testament the content of the Christian faith is nowhere designated 
as dogma. In Clement (I. II.), Hermas, and Polycarp the word is not found at all ; 
yet Clement (I. 20. 4, 27. 5) called the divine order of nature ret MoypaTirfiev* 
virb &soV. In Ignatius (ad Magn. XIII. 1) we read: <r%ovl6^trt oZv fieflauwdijvau 
ev to7q I6y\icc<riv rov xvptov xai t&v «9rc0"rtfA«y, but $6yfi«rot here exclusively mean 
the rules of life (see Zahn on this passage), and this is also their signification in 
As$ctx*i XI. 3. In the Epistle of Barnabas we read in several passages (I. 6 : IX. 7 : 
X. 1, 9 f.) of "dogmas of the Lord"; but by these he means partly particular 
mysteries, partly divine dispensations. Hence the Apologists are the first to apply 
the word to the Christian faith, in accordance with the language of philosophy. 
They are also the first who employed the ideas QeoAoye7v and QsoXoyi*. The latter 
word is twice found in Justin (Dial. 56) in the sense of " aliquem nominare deum ". 
In Dial. 113, however, it has the more comprehensive sense of "to make religio- 
scientific investigations". Tatian (10) also used the word in the first sense; on the 
contrary he entitled a book of which he was the author " *•/>$« tovq eerotyvaftevovG 
rh vtpi 0*o£7" and not u 7rpoQ rove QsoAoyoCvTas". In Athenagoras (Suppl. 10) 
theology is the doctrine of God and of all beings to whom the predicate " Deity " 
belongs (see also 20, 22). That is the old usage of the word. It was thus em- 
ployed by Tertullian in ad nat. II. 1 (the threefold division of theology ; in II. 2, 3 
the expression "theologia physica, mythica" refers to this): Cohort, ad Gr. 3, 22. 
The anonymous writer in Eusebius (H. E. V. 28. 4, 5) is instructive on the point 
Brilliant demonstrations of the ancient use of the word "theology" are found in 
Natorp, Thema und Disposition der aristotelischen Metaphysik (Philosophische 
Monatshefte, 1887, Parts 1 and 2, pp. 55 — 64). The title " theology ", as applied to 
a philosophic discipline, was first used by the Stoics; the old poets were previously 
called "theologians", and the "theological" stage was the prescientific one which 
is even earlier than the "childhood" of "physicists" (so Aristotle speaks throughout). 
To the Fathers of the Church also the old. poets are still 0! ttccXouo) UoK6yoi. But 
side by side with this we have an adoption of the Stoic view that there is also a 
philosophical theology, because the teaching of the old poets concerning the gods 
conceals under the veil of myth a treasure of philosophical truth. In the Stoa arose 
the "impossible idea of a 'theology' which is to be philosophy, that is, knowledge 
based on reason, and yet to have positive religion as the foundation of its certainty." 
The Apologists accepted this, but added to it the distinction of a xQa-fuxij and 
$€o*.oyix>j trofyix. 
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Christian dogmas. They are the rational truths, revealed by the 
prophets in the Holy Scriptures, and summarised in Christ 
(XpuTTog Koyog %x) vopos), which in their unity represent the divine 
wisdom, and the recognition of which leads to virtue and eternal 
life. The Apologists considered it their chief task to set forth 
these doctrines, and hence they can be reproduced with all 
desirable clearness. The dogmatic scheme of the Apologists 
may therefore be divided into three component parts. These 
are : (A) Christianity viewed as monotheistic cosmology (God as 
the Father of the world) ; (B) Christianity as the highest morality 
and righteousness (God as the judge who rewards goodness and 
punishes wickedness); (C) Christianity regarded as redemption 
(God as the Good One who assists man and rescues him from 
the power of the demons). 1 Whilst the first two ideas are 
expressed in a clear and precise manner, it is equally true that 
the third is not worked out in a lucid fashion. This, as will 
afterwards be seen, is, on the one hand, the result of the Apol- 
ogists' doctrine of freedom, and, on the other, of their inability 
to discover a specific significance for the person of Christ within 
the sphere of revelation. Both facts again are ultimately to be 
explained from their moralism. 

The essential content of revealed philosophy is viewed by the 
Apologists (see A, B) as comprised in three doctrines. 3 First, 
there is one spiritual and inexpressibly exalted God, who is 
Lord and Father of the world. Secondly, he requires a holy 
life. Thirdly, he will at last sit in judgment, and will reward 
the good with immortality and punish the wicked with death. 
The teaching concerning God, virtue, and eternal reward is traced 
to the prophets and Christ; but the bringing about of a virtuous 

1 Christ has a relation to all three parts of the scheme, (1) as h6yos: (2) as 
v6(jloQ) vofioUrvi^ and xpmfc; (3) as $i$foxac*o$ and rarijp. 

2 In the reproduction of the apologetical theology historians of dogma have 
preferred to follow Justin; but here they have constantly overlooked the fact that 
Justin was the most Christian among the Apologists, and that the features of his 
teaching to which particular value is rightly attached, are either not found in the 
others at all (with the exception of Tertullian), or else in quite rudimentary form. 
It is therefore proper to put the doctrines common to all the Apologists in the 
foreground, and to describe what is peculiar to Justin as such, so far as it agrees 
with New Testament teachings or contains an anticipation of the future tenor of 
dogma. 
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life (of righteousness) has been necessarily left by God to men 
themselves ; for God has created man free, and virtue can only 
be acquired by man's own efforts. The prophets and Christ are 
therefore a source of righteousness in so far as they are teachers. 
But as God, that is, the divine Word (which we need not here 
discuss) has spoken in them, Christianity is to be defined as the 
Knowledge of God, mediated by the Deity himself, and as a 
virtuous walk in the longing after eternal and perfect life with 
God, as well as in the sure hope of this imperishable reward. 
By knowing what is true and doing what is good man becomes 
righteous and a partaker of the highest bliss. This knowledge, 
which has the character of divine instruction, l rests on faith in 
the divine revelation. This revelation has the nature and power 
of redemption in so far as the fact is undoubted that without 
it men cannot free themselves from the tyranny of the demons, 
whilst believers in revelation are enabled by the Spirit of God 
to put them to flight. Accordingly, the dogmas of Christian 
philosophy theoretically contain the monotheistic cosmology, and 
practically the rules for a holy life, which appears as a renuncia- 
tion of the world and as a new order of society. * J The goal 
is immortal life, which consists in the full knowledge and con- 
templation of God. The dogmas of revelation lie between the 
cosmology and ethics; they are indefinitely expressed so far as 
they contain the idea of salvation; but they are very precisely 
worded in so far as they guarantee the truth of the cosmology 
and ethics. 

I. The dogmas which express the knowledge of God and the 
world are dominated by the fundamental idea that the world as the 
created, conditioned, and transient is contrasted with something 

1 Cicero's proposition (de nat. deor. II. 66. 167): "nemo virmagnus sine aliquo 
afflatu divino unquam fuit," which was the property of all the idealistic philoso- 
phers of the age, is found in the Apologists reproduced in the most various forms 
(see, eg., Tatian 29). That all knowledge of the truth, both among the prophets 
and those who follow their teaching, is derived from inspiration was in their eyes 
a matter of certainty. But here they were only able to frame a theory in the 
case of the prophets; for such a theory strictly applied to all would have threatened 
the spontaneous character of the knowledge of the truth. 

3 Justin, Apol. I. 3: 'Hptrepov oZv lipyov xoti fifou neii (Mx^fxxrMv tjjv Itpivks^iv 
irHd irapg%etv. 
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self-existing, unchangeable and eternal, which is the first cause 
of the world. This self-existing Being has none of the attributes 
which belong to the world ; hence he is exalted above every name 
and has in himself no distinctions. This implies, first, the unity 
and uniqueness of this eternal Being; secondly, his spiritual 
nature, for everything bodily is subject to change; and, finally, 
his perfection, for the self-existent and eternal requires nothing. 
Since, however, he is the cause of all being, himself being un- 
conditioned, he is the fulness of all being or true being itself 
(Tatian 5 : xx6b 7rxvx *§vvxfti<; opxToov ts xx) xopXTuv xvTog vto<t- 
txtk; jJv, vvv xvtcj) rx ttxvtx). As the living and spiritual Being 
he reveals himself in free creations, which make known his 
omnipotence and wisdom, i.e., his operative reason. These creations 
are, moreover, a proof of the goodness of the Deity, for they 
can be no result of necessities, in so far as God is in himself 
perfect. Just because he is perfect, the Eternal Essence is also 
the Father of all virtues, in so far as he contains no admixture 
of what is defective. These virtues include both the goodness 
which manifests itself in his creations, and the righteousness 
which gives to the creature what belongs to him, in accordance 
with the position he has received. On the basis of this train 
of thought the Apologists lay down the dogmas of the monarchy 
of God (tuv qKuv to ftovxpxixov) ; his supramundaneness (to xpptjTov, 

TO XvixCppXtTTOV, TO X%i}pVlT0V, TO XXXTX^7TT0V, TO XTSpiVO^TOVj TO 

d<rvyxpiTov 9 to x<rvft(3i(3x<rTov, to xvsxit^y^Tov; see Justin, Apol, 
II. 6 ; Theoph. I. 3) ; his unity (sfg ®€o<;) ; his having no beginning 
(xvxpxoc* oTi xykvyToq) ; his eternity and unchangeableness (xvxX- 
XoiuTog xxSoti MxvxTog)\ his perfection (tsX€iq<;)\ his need of 
nothing (xwpovieviq)] his spiritual nature (7rvsv/zx ©* 6$) ; his 
absolute causality (xvToq \jirxp%uv tov wxvtqs jJ v7r6<TTX<ri<; f the 
motionless mover, see Aristides c. 1); his creative activity 
(kt1(tt^ tuv txvtuv); his sovereignty (^€<T7roTtjg tuv oXuv)\ his 
fatherhood (wxTyp itx to sivxi xvtov irpo tuv oXuv) his reason- 
power (God as Xoyoq, vov$, Tveupx, <ro<p!x); his omnipotence 

(iTXVTQKpXTGOp OTi XVTOS TX 7TXVTX XpXTSl XX) i{A7r£pi£%si)\ his 

righteousness and goodness (wxTiip t%$ ^ixxio<rvv>jg xxi irxeuv tuv 
jzpsT&v xpviGT&Tyiq). These dogmas are set forth by one Apologist 
in a more detailed, and by another in a more concise form, 
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but three points are emphasised by all. First, God is primarily 
to be conceived as the First Cause. Secondly, the principle of 
'moral good is also the principle of the world. Thirdly, the 
principle of the world, that is, the Deity, as being the immortal 
and eternal, forms the contrast to the world which is the transient. 
In the cosmology of the Apologists the two fundamental ideas 
are that God is the Father and Creator of the world, but that, 
as uncreated and eternal, he is also the complete contrast to it. l 
These dogmas about God were not determined by the Apol- 
ogists from the standpoint of the Christian Church which is 
awaiting an introduction into the Kingdom of God; but were 
deduced from a contemplation of the world on the one hand 
(see particularly Tatian, 4; Theophilus, I. 5, 6), and of the 
moral nature of man on the other. But, in so far as the latter 
itself belongs to the sphere of created things, the cosmos is the 
starting-point of their speculations. This is everywhere dominated 
by reason and order; 2 it bears the impress of the divine Logos, 
and that in a double sense. On the one hand it appears as 
the copy of a higher, eternal world, for if we imagine transient 
and changeable matter removed, it is a wonderful complex of 
spiritual forces ; on the other it presents itself as the finite pro- 
duct of a rational will. Moreover, the matter which lies at its 
basis is nothing bad, but an indifferent substance created by 
God, 8 though indeed perishable. In its constitution the world 
is in every respect a structure worthy of God. 4 Nevertheless, 
according to the Apologists, the direct author of the world was 
not God, but the personified power of reason which they per- 

1 See the exposition of the doctrine of God in Aristides with the conclusion 
found in all the Apologists, that God requires no offerings and presents. 

2 Even Tatian says in c. 19: Kdrpov fikv yotp m xaratrxsvij xxXvj, to* feevxvTM 
TToXirtvfiae, QxCAov. 

3 Tatian 5: OVre Xvxpxoe $ VAq xoAfanp 6 &eo$, ou$i hot to avecp%ov xeu avrHi 
t<ro$vvx(ic; rip Ge8>- yevvyryi $1 xxi ox*x vtt6 rov UXAov ytyovv7cr pdvov $6 virb 
roV ir&vTuv dyfitovpyoV 7rpo(3i(2^(j.hy). 12. Even Justin does not seem to have 
taught otherwise, though that is not quite certain; see Apol. I. 10, 59, 64, 67: 
II. 6. Theophilus I. 4: II. 4, 10, 13 says very plainly: s| oux '6vraiv rlt ir&vrot 
iTrolyvtv . ... ri $\ psyoty el 6 Qs&$ 1% v7rox£t(M8V*t$ tfAijc \%oUt rbv x6<rfji0v; 

4 Hence the knowledge of God and the right knowledge of the world are 
most closely connected; see Tatian 27: $ ®eo0 xoLTKhytyn ijv '£%u irspt r&v fam. 
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ceived in the cosmos and represented as the immediate source 
of the universe. The motive for this dogma and the interest 
in it would be wrongly determined by alleging that the Apol- 
ogists purposely introduced the Logos in order to separate God 
from matter, because they regarded this as something bad. 
This idea of Philo's cannot at least have been adopted by them 
as the result of conscious reflection, for it does not agree with 
their conception of matter; nor is it compatible with their idea 
of God and their belief in Providence, which is everywhere 
firmly maintained. Still less indeed can it be shown that they 
were all impelled to this dogma from their view of Jesus Christ, 
since in this connection, with the exception of Justin and Ter- 
tullian, they manifested no specific interest in the incarnation 
of the Logos in Jesus. The adoption of the dogma of the 
Logos is rather to be explained thus: (1) The idea of God, 
derived by abstraction from the cosmos, did indeed, like that of 
the idealistic philosophy, involve the element of unity and spirit- 
uality, which implied a sort of personality; but the fulness of all 
spiritual forces, the essence of everything imperishable were 
quite as essential features of the conception; for in spite of the 
transcendence inseparable from the notion of God, this idea was 
neverthless meant to explain the world. l Accordingly, they 
required a formula capable of expressing the transcendent and 
unchangeable nature of God on the one hand, and his fulness 
of creative and spiritual powers on the other. But the latter 
attributes themselves had again to be comprehended in a unity, 
because the law of the cosmos bore the appearance of a har- 
monious one. From this arose the idea of the Logos, and in- 
deed the latter was necessarily distinguished from God as a 
separate existence, . as soon as the realisation of the powers 
residing in God was represented as beginning. The Logos is 
the hypostasis of the operative power of reason, which at once 
preserves the unity and unchangeableness of God in spite of the 
exercise of the powers residing in him, and renders this very 
exercise possible. (2) Though the Apologists believed in the 
divine origin of the revelation given to the prophets, on which 

1 The beginning of the fifth chapter of Tatian's Oration is specially instruc- 
tive here. 
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all knowledge of truth is based, they could nevertheless not be 
induced by this idea to represent God himself as a direct actor. 
For that revelation presupposes a speaker and a spoken word; 
but it would be an impossible thought to make the fulness of 
all essence and the first cause of all things speak. The Deity 
cannot be a speaking and still less a visible person, yet 
according to the testimony of the prophets, a Divine Person 
was seen by them. The Divine Being who makes himself known 
on earth in audible and visible fashion can only be the Divine 
Word. As, however, according to the fundamental view of the 
Apologists the principle of religion, i.e., of the knowledge of 
the truth, is also the principle of the world, so that Divine 
Word, which imparts the right knowledge of the world, must 
be identical with the Divine Reason which produced the world 
itself. In other words, the Logos is not only the creative Reason 
of God, but also his revealing Word. This explains the motive 
and aim of the dogma of the Logos. We need not specially 
point out that nothing more than the precision and certainty 
of the Apologists 1 manner of statement is peculiar here; the 
train of thought itself belongs to Greek philosophy. But that 
very confidence is the most essential feature of the case; for 
in fact the firm belief that the principle of the world is also 
that of revelation represents an important early-Christian idea, 
though indeed in the form of philosophical reflection. To the 
majority of the Apologists the theoretical content of the Chris- 
tian faith is completely exhausted in this proposition. They re- 
quired no particular Christology, for in every revelation of God 
by his Word they already recognised a proof of his existence 
not to be surpassed, and consequently regarded it as Chris- 
tianity in nuce. l But the fact that the Apologists made a dis- 
tinction in thesi between the prophetic Spirit of God and the 
Logos, without being able to make any use of this distinction, 

1 According to what has been set forth in the text it is incorrect to assert that 
the Apologists adopted the Logos doctrine in order to reconcile monotheism with 
the divine honours paid to the crucified Christ. The truth rather is that the Logos 
doctrine was already part of their creed before they gave any consideration to the 
person of the historical Christ, and vice versa Christ's right to divine honours was 
to them a matter of certainty independently of the Logos doctrine. 
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is a very clear instance of their dependence on the formulae of 
the Church's faith. Indeed their conception of the Logos con- 
tinually compelled them to identify the Logos and the Spirit, 
just as they not unfrequently define Christianity as the belief 
in the true God and in his Son, without mentioning the Spirit. l 
Further their dependence on the Christian tradition is shown in 
the fact that the most of them expressly designated the Logos 
as the Son of God. 2 

The Logos doctrine of the Apologists is an essentially unanimous 

1 We find the distinction of Logos (Son) and Spirit in Justin, Apol. I. 5, and 
in every case where he quotes formulae (if we are not to assume the existence of 
interpolation in the text, which seems to me not improbable 5 see now also Cramer 
in the Theologische Studien, 1893. pp. 17 ff./ 138 ff.). In Tatian 13 fin. the Spirit 
is represented as 6 hxKovog rov ttsttovQotoq ®eov. The conception in Justin, Dial. 
116, is similar. Father, Word, and prophetic Spirit are spoken of in Athenag. 10. 
The express designation rptoci is first found in Theophilus (but see the Excerpta 
ex Theodoto); see II. 15: oil rpu% \\ (is poet rvrrot itvh ryJQ rpt&dos, roC ®eov 
kou roO K6yov dtvrov kou tyiq o-ofyixc, xvrov\ see II. 10, 18. But it is just in 
Theophilus that the difficulty of deciding between Logos and Wisdom appears 
with special plainness (II. 10). The interposition of the host of good angels be- 
tween Son and Spirit found in Justin, Apol. I. 5 (see Athenag.), is exceedingly 
striking. We have, however, to notice, provided the text is right, (1) that this inter- 
position is only found in a single passage, (2) that Justin wished to refute the 
reproach of Ms6rvn t (3) that the placing of the Spirit after the angels does not 
necessarily imply a position inferior to theirs, but merely a subordination to the 
Son and the Father common to the Spirit and the angels, (4) that the good angels 
were also invoked by the Christians, because they were conceived as mediators 
of prayer (see my remark on I.. Clem, ad Corinth. LVI. 1); they might have found 
a place here just for this latter reason. On the significance of the Holy Spirit in 
the theology of Justin, see Zahn's Marcellus of Ancyra, p. 228: "If there be any 
one theologian of the early Church who might be regarded as depriving the Holy 
Spirit of all scientific raison d'etre at least on the ground of having no distinc- 
tive^) activity, and the Father of all share in revelation, it is Justin." We cannot 
at bottom say that the Apologists possessed a doctrine of the Trinity. 

2 To Justin the name of the Son is the most important; see also Athenag. 10. 
The Logos had indeed been already called the Son of God by Philo, and Celsus 
expressly says (Orig., c. Cels. II. 31); *'If according to your doctrine the Word 
is really the Son of God then we agree with you;" but the Apologists are the 
first to attach the name of Son to the Logos as a proper designation. If, however, 
the Logos is intrinsically the Son of God, then Christ is the Son of God, not 
because he is the begotten of God in the flesh (early Christian), but because the 
spiritual being existing in him is the antemundane reproduction of God (see 
Justin, Apol. II. 6: 6 vto$ roO %otrpl% kou ®eoV, 6 (i6voq Xeydpevos Kvptuq vi6o)—a 
momentous expression. 

14 
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one. Since God cannot be conceived as without reason, xXoyog, 
but as the fulness of all reason, 1 he has always Logos in him- 
self. This Logos is on the one hand the divine consciousness 
itself, and on the other the power (idea and energy) to which 
the world is due ; he is not separate from God, but is contained 
in his essence. 2 For the sake of the creation God produced 
(sent forth, projected) the Logos from himself, that is, he en- 
gendered 3 him from his essence by a free and simple act of 
will (Seig £k 0wD Tstpvxuc ei; exurov. Dial. 61). Then for the 
first time the Logos became a hypostasis separate from God, 
or, in other words, he first came into existence; and, in virtue 
of his origin, he possesses the following distinctive features : 4 

1 Athenag., 10; Tatian, Orat. 5. 

2 The clearest expression of this is in Tatian 5, which passage is also to be 
compared with the following: Gebs %v iv apxy, T ^ v ^ *PZ* V A&yov Mvapiv 
xapuh^a^tv. e O yap $€rx6rtj$ r&v tfAwv, avrbQ vxa'pxuv r0 ^ **rrbc m vxtvrxvt^ 
xara fikv rijv fAtfdticu yeyevtf/4,tvniv xoiijctv (i6voq 3jw xa$d fe x&ra ivvafdj^ dparSv 
re xat aoparuv avrOQ vx6o-rao-i<; $v, vvv avreb ra ir&vra" cvv avr$ ha Aoyixifc 
dvvafAtNS avrb$ xat 6 x6yoQ t V$ %v iv avr$> vicivmivs. ©f Avjpart $e rye axArfrsfroc 
alroG xpoxv^SL x6yo$- 6 $i x6yo$, bv xara xevoG xapija'ag, Hpyov xpur6roxov roG 
xarpbs yiverai. ToGrov Uo-fzev roG x6<r(iou tjjv ap%^v. Ttyove it xara psptrirfv, 
eu xara axoxoxqv rb yap axorpti&ev roG xpmrov xex&P 1 *™* T * ^ tAtptrfev 
otxovofAtae ryv aYperiv xporXafibv ovx ev$ta rbv fflev iih'xxrai xtx6ttixsv. "Slo-xsp 
yap axb pi&$ $a$be avaxrsrai fikv xvpa xoAA*, rfc H x pur ifc Sa$OQ ita rijv 
'i%a-\>iv rSv xokkSv $<x$av ovx iharroGrai rb $£$» oVrco xat 6 \6yo$ xpoeXduv ex 
rye roG xarpbQ iwdfieuQ ovx Uxoyov xexohixt rbv ytyevvitx6ra. In the identifi- 
cation of the divine consciousness, that is, the power of God, with the force to 
which the world is due the naturalistic basis of the apologetic speculations is 
most clearly shown. Cf. Justin, Dial. 128, 129. 

3 The word "beget" (yevv&v) is used by the Apologists, especially Justin, be- 
cause the name "Son" was the recognised expression for the Logos. No doubt 
the words i%epevyso-Qai, xpofia'XXtvbai, xpoipx*v&ou> xpoxyd&v and the like express 
the physical process more exactly in the sense of the Apologists. On the other 
hand, however, ytvvav appears the more appropriate word in so far as the relation 
of the essence of the Logos to the essence of God is most clearly shown by the 
name "Son". 

4 None of the Apologists has precisely denned the Logos idea. Zahn, I.e., 
p. 233, correctly remarks: "Whilst the distinction drawn between the hitherto 
unspoken and the spoken word of the Creator makes Christ appear as the 
thought of the world within the mind of God, yet he is also to be something 
real which only requires to enter into a new relation to God to become an active 
force. Then again this Word is not to be the thought that God thinks, but the 
thought that thinks in God. And again it is to be a something, or an Ego, in 
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(i) The inner essence of the Logos is identical with the essence 
of God himself; for it is the product of self-separation in God, 
willed and brought about by himself. Further, the Logos is not 
cut off and separated from God, nor is he a mere modality in 
him. He is rather the independent product of the self-unfolding 
of God (ofaovof&tx), which product, though it is the epitome of 
divine reason, has nevertheless not stripped the Father of this 
attribute. The Logos is the revelation of God, and the visible 
God. Consequently the Logos is really God and Lord, i.e., he 
possesses the divine nature in virtue of his essence. The Apol- 
ogists, however, only know of one kind of divine nature and 
this is that which belongs to the Logos. (2) From the moment 
when he was begotten the Logos is a being distinct from the 
Father; he is &pi6fi$ irspov r/, Qsbg srspoc, Qsbc ^svrepoc \" some- 
thing different in number, another God, a second God.") . But 
his personality only dates from that moment. "Fuit tempus, 
cum patri filius non fuit," (" there was a time when the Father , 
had no Son ", so Tertullian, adv. Hermog. 3). The hiyoq 7rpo(pop- 
ixcc is for the first time a hypostasis distinct from the Father, 
the Koyoc evbi&deroc is not. l (3) The Logos has an origin, the 
Father has not; hence it follows that in relation to God the 
Logos is a creature; he is the begotten, that is, the created 
God, the God who has a beginning. Wherefore in rank he is 
below God (iv ^evrspq, %apq, — ^svrepoc 0*oV, " in the second place, 

God's thinking essence, which enters into reciprocal intercourse with something 
else in God; occasionally also the reason of God which is in a state of active 
exercise and without which he would not be rational." Considering this evident 
uncertainty it appears to me a very dubious proceeding to differentiate the con- 
ceptions of the Logos in Justin, Athenagoras, Tartan, and Theophilus, as is usually 
done. If we consider that no Apologist wrote a special treatise on the Logos, 
that Tatian (c. 5) is really the only one from whom we have any precise state- 
ments, and that the elements of the conception are the same in all, it appears in- 
advisable to lay so great stress on the difference as Zahn, for instance, has done 
in ihe book already referred to, p. 232 f. Hardly any real difference can have 
existed between Justin, Tatian, and Theophilus in the Logos doctrine proper. On 
the other hand Athenagoras certainly seems to have tried to eliminate the appear- 
ance of the Logos in time, and to emphasise the eternal nature of the divine 
relationships, without, however, reaching the position which Irenaeus took up here. 
1 This distinction is only found in Theophilus (II. 10); but the idea exists in 
Tatian and probably also in Justin, though it is uncertain whether Justin regarded 
the Logos as having any sort of being before the moment of his begetting. 
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and a second God "), the messenger and servant of God. The 
subordination of the Logos is not founded on the content of 
his essence, but on his origin. In relation to the creatures, 
however, the Logos is the xpx^it i.e., not only the beginning but 
the principle of the vitality and form of everything that is to 
receive being. As an emanation (the begotten) he is distinguished 
from all creatures, for he alone is the Son ; l but, as having a 
beginning, he again stands on a level with them. Hence the 
paradoxical expression, epyov 7rpccroroKov tou wxTpiq (" first be- 
gotten work of the Father"), is here the most appropriate 
designation. (4) In virtue of his finite origin, it is possible 
and proper for the Logos to enter into the finite, to act, to speak, 
and to appear. As he arose for the sake of the creation of the 
world, he has the capacity of personal and direct revelation 
which does not belong to the infinite God ; nay, his whole 
essence consists in the very fact that he is thought, word, and 
deed. Behind this active substitute and vicegerent, the Father 
stands in the darkness of the incomprehensible, and in the 
incomprehensible light of perfection as the hidden, unchangeable 
God. 2 

With the issuing forth of the Logos from God began the 
realisation of the idea of the world. The world as nor/zcc 
vovjtoc is contained in the Logos. But the world is material 
and manifold, the Logos is spiritual and one. Therefore the 

1 Justin, Apol. II. 6., Dial. 61. The Logos is not produced out of nothing, like 
the rest of the creatures. Yet it is evident that the Apologists did not yet sharply 
and precisely distinguish between begetting and creating, as the later theologians 
did; though some of them certainly felt the necessity for a distinction. 

2 All the Apologists tacitly assume that the Logos in virtue of his origin has 
the capacity of entering the finite. The distinction which here exists between 
Father and Son is very pregnantly expressed by Tertullian (adv. Marc. II. 27): 
"Igitur quaecumque exigitisdeo digna, habebuntur in patre invisibili incongressibilique 
et placido et, ut ita dixerim, philosophorum deo. Quaecumque autem ut indigna 
reprehenditis deputabuntur in filio et viso et audito et congresso, arbitro patris et 
ministro." But we ought not to charge the Apologists with the theologoumenon 
that it was an inward necessity for the Logos to become man. Their Logos hovers, 
as it were, between God and the world, so that he appears as the highest creature, 
in so far as he is conceived as the production of God; and again seems to be 
merged in God, in so far as he is looked upon as the consciousness and spiritual 
force of God. To Justin, however, the incarnation is irrational, and the rest of the 
Greek Apologists are silent about it. 
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Logos is not himself the world, but he is its creator and in a 
certain fashion its archetype. Justin and Tatian used the ex- 
pression " beget* ' (yevvxv) for the creation of the world, but in 
connections which do not admit of any importance being attached 
to this use. The world was created out of nothing after a host 
of spirits, as is assumed by most Apologists, had been created 
along with heaven, which is a higher, glorious world. The 
purpose of the creation of the world was and is the production 
of men, i.e., beings possessed of soul and body, endowed with 
reason and freedom, and therefore made in the image of God; 
beings who are to partake of the blessedness and perfection of 
God. Everything is created for man's sake, and his own creation 
is a proof of the goodness of God. As beings possessed of 
soul and body, men are neither mortal nor immortal, but cap- 
able either of death or immortality. 1 The condition on which 
men can attain the latter introduces us to ethics. The doctrines, 
that God is also the absolute Lord of matter; that evil cannot 
be a quality of matter, but rather arose in time and from the 
free decision of the spirits or angels ; and finally that the world 
will have an end, but God can call the destroyed material into 
existence, just as he once created it out of nothing, appear in 
principle to reconcile the dualism in the cosmology. We have 
the less occasion to give the details here, because they are 
known from the philosophical systems of the period, especially 
Philo's, and vary in manifold ways. All the Apologists, how- 
ever, are imbued with the idea that this knowledge of God and 
the world, the genesis of the Logos and cosmos, are the most 
essential part of Christianity itself. 2 This conception is really 
not peculiar to the Apologists : in the second century the great 
majority of Christians, in so far as they reflected at all, re- 

1 The most of the Apologists argue against the conception of the natural immortality 
of the human soul; see Tatian 13; Justin, Dial. 5; Theoph. II. 27. 

3 The first chapter of Genesis represented to them the sum of all wisdom, and 
therefore of all Christianity. Perhaps Justin had already written a commentary to 
the Hexaemeron (see my Texte und Untersuchungen I. 1, 2, p. 169 f.). It is certain 
that in the second century Rhodon (Euseb., H. E. V. 13. 8), Theophilus (see his 
2nd Book ad Autol.), Candidus, and Apion (Euseb., H. E. V. 27) composed such. 
The Gnostics also occupied themselves a great deal with Gen. I. — III. 5 see, eg., 
Marcus in Iren. I. 18. 
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garded the monotheistic explanation of the world as a main part 
of the Christian religion. The theoretical view of the world as 
a harmonious whole, of its order, regularity and beauty; the 
certainty that all this had been called into existence by an 
Almighty Spirit; the sure hope that heaven and earth will pass 
away, but will give place to a still more glorious structure, 
were always present, and put an end to the bright and gor- 
geously coloured, but phantastic and vague, cosmogonies and 
theogonies of antiquity. 

2. Their clear system of morality is in keeping with their 
relatively simple cosmology. In giving man reason and freedom 
as an inalienable possession God destined him for incorruptibility 
(xtxvxtrix, x(pdxp?ix), by the attainment of which he was to become 
a being similar to God. l To the gift of imperishability God, 
however, attached the condition of man's preserving rx rvjs 
Mxvxvixc ("the things of immortality"), i.e., preserving the 
knowledge of God and maintaining a holy walk in imitation of 
the divine perfection. This demand is as natural as it is just; 
moreover, nobody can fulfil it in man's stead, for an essential 
feature of virtue is its being free, independent action. Man 
must therefore determine himself to virtue by the knowledge 
that he is only in this way obedient to the Father of the world 
and able to reckon on the gift of immortality. The conception 
of the content of virtue, however, contains an element which 
cannot be clearly apprehended from the cosmology ; moral good- 
ness consists in letting oneself be influenced in no way by the 
sensuous, but in living solely, after the Spirit, and imitating the 
perfection and purity of God. Moral badness is giving way to 
any affection resulting from the natural basis of man. The 
Apologists undoubtedly believe that virtue consists negatively in 
man's renunciation of what his natural constitution of soul and 
body demands or impels him to. Some express this thought 

1 See Theophilus ad Aut. II. 27: E/ yxp 6 Seoq Mxvxrov rov &v$pu*ov «t' 

*?%%$ TSTOHjXSt, &SOV XttrOV TeTTOtljXSf KXhlV Si dvtjTOV XVrOV irSTTOlfjxSl €$6xSl 'xv 6 

©eoc oihiot; shxi rov dxvxrov xvroC. OUrs oZv xQ&vxrov xvrbv sTrofyo-sv oVrs fxijv 
dvqrdv, xK*x Zsxrixov XfJiQors pwv, Yvx, st pVipj? snt rx r%$ x6xvxo-/xq rypyo'xs rijv 
•svroA.9jv roC &sov, fAio-Qov xcfi/o-yrxi xxp xvrov ryv xdxvxo-fxv xxt ysvtjrxt &s 6q, si $* 
xZ r poetry hirt rx roO dxvxrov %pxyyixrx irxpxxovrxQ rov ®sov> xvrbi hxvrS) x*irto$ 
J rov Qxvxrov. 
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in a more pregnant and unvarnished fashion, others in a milder 
way. Tatian, for instance, says that we must divest ourselves 
of the human nature within us; but in truth the idea is the 
same in all. The moral law of nature of which the Apologists 
speak, and which they find reproduced in the clearest and most 
beautiful way in the sayings of Jesus, l calls upon man to raise 
himself above his nature and to enter into a corresponding union 
with his fellow-man which is something higher than natural 
connections. It is not so much the law of love that is to rule 
everything, for love itself is only a phase of a higher law ; it 
is the law governing the perfect and sublime Spirit, who, as 
being the most exalted existence on this earth, is too noble for 
the world. Raised already in this knowledge beyond time and 
space, beyond the partial and the finite, the man of God, even 
while upon the earth, is to hasten to the Father of Light. By equa- 
nimity, absence of desires, purity, and goodness, which are the 
necessary results of clear knowledge, he is to show that he has 
already risen above the transient through gazing on the imperish- 
able and through the enjoyment of knowledge, imperfect though 
the latter still be. If thus, a suffering hero, he has stood the 
test on earth, if he has become dead to the world, 2 he may be 
sure that in the life to come God will bestow on him the gift 
of immortality, which includes the direct contemplation of God 
together with the perfect knowledge that flows from it. 3 
Conversely, the vicious man is given over to eternal death, and 
in this punishment the righteousness of God is quite as plainly 
manifested, as in the reward of everlasting life. 

3. While it is certain that virtue is a matter of freedom, it 

1 See Justin, Apol. I. 14 ff. and the parallel passages in the other Apologists. 

2 See Tatian, Orat. II. and many other passages. 

3 Along with this the Apologists emphasise the resurrection of the flesh in the 
strongest way as the specific article of Christian anticipation, and prove the pos- 
sibility of realising this irrational hope. Yet to^ the Apologists the ultimate ground 
of their trust in this early-Christian idea is their reliance on the unlimited omni- 
potence of God and this confidence is a proof of the vividness of their idea of him. 
Nevertheless this conception assumes that in the other world there will be a return 
of the flesh, which on this side the grave had to be overcome and regarded as 
non-existent. A clearly chiliastic element is found only in Justin. 
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is just as sure that no soul is virtuous unless it follows the will 
of God, z.e., knows and judges of God and all things as they 
must be known and judged of; and fulfils the commandments 
of God, This presupposes a revelation of God through the 
Logos. A revelation of God, complete in itself and mediated 
(^by the Logos, is found in the cosmos and in the constitution 
of man, he being * created, in his Maker's image. * But exper- 
ience has shown that this revelation is insufficient to enable 
men to retain clear knowledge. They yielded to the seduction 
of evil demons, who, by God's sufferance, took possession of the 
world, and availed themselves of man's sensuous side to draw 
him away from the contemplation of the divine and lead him 
to the earthly. 3 The results of this temptation appeared in the 
facts that humanity as a whole fell a prey to error, was sub- 
jected to the bonds of the sensuous and of the demons, and 
therefore became doomed to death, which is at once a punish- 
ment and the natural consequence of want of knowledge of 

1 No uniform conception of this is found in the Apologists; see Wendt, Die 
Christliche Lehre von der menschlichen Vollkommenheit 1882, pp. 8 — 20. Justin 
speaks only of a heavenly destination for which man is naturally adapted. With 
Tatian and Theophilus it is different. 

2 The idea that the demon sovereignty has led to some change in the psychological 
condition and capacities of man is absolutely unknown to Justin (see Wendt, 1. c, 
p. 11 f., who has successfully defended the correct view in Engelhardt's "Das Chris- 
tenthum Justin's des Martyrers" pp. 92 f. 151. f. 266 f., against Stahlin, "Justin der 
Martyrer und sein neuester Beurtheiler" 1880, p. 16 f.). Tatian expressed a dif- 
ferent opinion, which, however, involved him in evident contradictions (see above, 
p. 191 ff.). The apologetic theology necessarily adhered to the two following pro- 
positions: (1) The freedom to do what is good is not lost and cannot be. This 
doctrine was opposed to philosophic determinism and popular fatalism. (2) The 
desires of the flesh resulting from the constitution of man only become evil when 
they destroy or endanger the sovereignty of reason. The formal liberum arbitrium 
explains the possibility of sin, whilst its actual existence is accounted for by the 
desire that is excited by the demons. The Apologists acknowledge the universality 
of sin and death, but refused to admit the necessity of the former in order not to 
call its guilty character in question. On the other hand they are deeply imbued 
with the idea that the sovereignty of death is the most powerful factor in the per- 
petuation of sin. Their believing conviction of the omnipotence of Godj as well as 
their moral conviction of the responsibility of man, protected them in theory from 
a strictly dualistic conception of the world. At the same time, like all who separate 
nature and morality in their ethical system, though in other respects they do not 
do so, the Apologists were obliged in practice to be dualists. 
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God. l Hence it required fresh efforts of the Logos to free 
men from a state which is indeed in no instance an unavoid- 
able necessity, though a sad fact in the case of almost all. For 
very few are now able to recognise the one true God from 
the order of the universe and from the moral law implanted in 
themselves ; nor can they withstand the power of the demons 
ruling in the world and use their freedom to imitate the virtues 
of God. Therefore the Almighty in his goodness employed 
new means through the Logos to call men back from the error 
of their ways, to overthrow the sovereignty of the demons upon 
earth, and to correct the disturbed course of the world before 
the end has yet come. From the earliest times the Logos (the 
Spirit) has descended on such men as preserved their souls 
pure, and bestowed on them, through inspiration, knowledge of 
the truth (with reference to God, freedom, virtue, the demons, 
the origin of polytheism, the judgment) to be imparted by them 
to others. These are his "prophets". Such men are rare among 
the Greeks (and according to some not found at all), but 
numerous among the barbarians, i.e., among the Jewish people. 
Taught by God, they announced the truth about him, and 
under the promptings of the Logos they also committed the 
revelations to writings, which therefore, as being inspired, are 
an authentic record of the whole truth. 2 To some of the most 
virtuous among them he himself even appeared in human form 
and gave directions. He then is a Christian, who receives and 
follows these prophetic teachings, that have ever been proclaimed 
afresh from the beginning of the world down to the present 
time, and are summed up in the Old Testament. Such a one 

1 Death is accounted the worst evil. When Theophilus (II. 26) represents it 
as a blessing, we must consider that he is arguing against Marcion. Polytheism 
is traced to the demons; they are accounted the authors of the fables about the 
gods; the shameful actions of the latter are partly the deeds of demons and 
partly lies. 

2 The Old Testament therefore is not primarily viewed as the book of prophecy 
or of preparation for Christ, but as the book of the full revelation which cannot 
be surpassed. In point of content the teaching of the prophets and of Christ is 
completely identical. The prophetical details in the Old Testament serve only to 
attest the one truth. The Apologists confess that they were converted to Chris- 
tianity by reading the Old Testament. Cf. Justin's and Tatian's confessions. Per- 
haps Commodian (Instruct. I. 1) is also be understood thus. 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



21 8 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. iv. 

is enabled even now to rescue his soul from the rule of the 
demons, and may confidently expect the gift of immortality. 

With the majority of the Apologists " Christianity " seems to 
be exhausted in these doctrines ; in fact, they do not even con- 
sider it necessary to mention ex professo the appearance of the 
Logos in Christ (see above, p. 189 ff.). But, while it is certain 
that they all recognised that the teachings of the prophets 
contained the full revelation of the truth, we would be quite 
wrong in assuming that they view the appearance and history 
of Christ as of no significance. In their presentations some of 
them no doubt contented themselves with setting forth the most 
rational and simple elements, and therefore took almost no 
notice of the historical; but even in their case certain indica- 
tions show that they regarded the manifestation of the Logos 
in Christ as of special moment. l For the prophetic utterances, 
as found from the beginning, require an attestation, the prophetic 
teaching requires a guarantee, so that misguided humanity may 
accept them and no longer take error for truth and truth for 
error. The strongest guarantee imaginable is found in the fulfil- 
ment of prophecy. Since no man is able to foretell what is 
to come, the prediction of the future accompanying a doctrine 
proves its divine origin. God, in his extraordinary goodness, 
not only inspired the prophets, through the Logos, with the 
doctrines of truth, but has from the beginning put numerous 
predictions in their mouth. These predictions were detailed and 
manifold ; the great majority of them referred to a more pro- 
longed appearance of the Logos in human form at the end of 
history, and to a future judgment. Now, so long as the pre- 
dictions had not yet come to pass, the teachings of the pro- 
phets were not sufficiently impressive, for the only sure witness 
of the truth is its outward attestation. In the history of Christ, 

1 The Oratio of Tatian is very instructive in this respect. In this book he 
has nowhere spoken ex professo of the incarnation of the Logos in Christ; but 
in c. 13 fin. he calls the Holy Spirit" the servant of God who has suffered", and 
in c. 21 init. he says: u we are not fools and do not adduce anything stupid, 
when we proclaim that God has appeared in human form." Similar expressions 
are found in Minucius Felix. In no part of Aristides' Apology is there any 
mention of the pre-Christian appearance of the Logos. The writer merely speaks 
of the revelation of the Son of God in Jesus Christ. 
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however, the majority of these prophecies were fulfilled in the 
most striking fashion, and this not only guarantees the fulfil- 
ment of the relatively small remainder not yet come to pass 
(judgment, resurrection), but also settles beyond all doubt the 
truth of the prophetic teachings about God, freedom, virtue, 
immortality, etc. In the scheme of fulfilment and prophecy 
even the irrational becomes rational; for the fulfilment of a pre- 
diction is not a proof of its divine origin unless it refers to 
something extraordinary. Any one can predict regular occur- 
rences which always take place, Accordingly, a part of what 
was predicted had to be irrational. Every particular in the 
history of Christ has therefore a significance, not as regards the 
future, but as regards the past. Here everything happened 
"that the word of the prophet might be fulfilled." Because the 
prophet had said so, it had to happen. Christ's destiny attests 
the ancient teachings of the prophets. Everything, however, 
depends on this attestation, for it was no longer the full truth 
that was wanting, but a convincing proof that the truth was a 
reality and not a fancy. l But prophecy testifies that Christ is 
the ambassador of God, the Logos that has appeared in human 
form, and the Son of God. If the future destiny of Jesus is 
recorded in the Old Testament down to the smallest particular, 
and the book at the same time declares that this predicted 
One is the Son of God and will be crucified, then the paying 
of divine honours to this crucified man, to whom all the features 
of prophecy apply, is completely justified. The stage marked 
by Christ in the history of God's revelation, the content of 
which is always the same, is therefore the highest and last, 
because in it the "truth along with the proof" has appeared. 
This circumstance explains why the truth is so much more im- 
pressive and convinces more men than formerly, especially since 
Christ has also made special provision for the spread of the 

1 We seldom receive an answer to the question as to why this or that parti- 
cular occurrence should have been prophesied. According to the ideas of the 
Apologists, however, we have hardly a right to put that question; for, since the 
value of the historical consists in its having been predicted, its content is of no 
importance. The fact that Jesus finds the she -ass bound to a vine (Justin, Apol. 1. 
32) is virtually quite as important as his being born of a virgin. Both occur- 
rences attest the prophetic teachings of God, freedom, etc. 
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truth and is himself an unequalled exemplification of a virtuous 
life, the principles of which have now become known in the 
whole world through the spread of his precepts. 

These statements exhaust the arguments in most of the Apol- 
ogies; and they accordingly seem neither to have contemplated 
a redemption by Christ in the stricter sense of the word, nor 
to have assumed the unique nature of the appearance of the 
Logos in Jesus J Christ accomplished salvation as a divine teacher, 
•that is to say, his teaching brings about the xXXxyy and licx- 
vxywyvj of the human race, its restoration to its original destina- 
tion. This also seems to suffice as regards demon rule. Logically 
considered, the individual portions of the history of Jesus (of 
the baptismal confession) have no direct significance in respect 
to salvation. Hence the teachings of the Christians seem to 
fall into two groups having no inward connection, i.e., the pro- 
positions treating of the rational knowledge of God, and the 
predicted and fulfilled historical facts which prove those doctrines 
and the believing hopes they include. 

But Justin at least gave token of a manifest effort to combine 
the historical statements regarding Christ with the philosophical 
and moral doctrines of salvation and to conceive Jesus as 
the Redeemer. l Accordingly, if the Christian dogmatic of 
succeeding times is found in the connection of philosophical 
theology with the baptismal confession, that is, in the •' scientific 
theology of facts", Justin is, in a certain fashion, the first framer 
of Church dogma, though no doubt in a very tentative way. 
(i) He tried to distinguish between the appearance of the Logos 
in pre-Christian times and in Christ; he emphasised the fact 
that the whole Logos appeared only in Christ, and that the 
manner of this appearance has no counterpart in the past. (2) 

1 In Justin's polemical works this must have appeared in a still more striking 
way. Thus we find in a fragment of the treatise srpdc Mapxtuvx, quoted by 
Irenseus (IV. 6. 2), the sentence u unigenitus filius venit ad nos, suum plasma 
in semetipsum recapitulans." So the theologoumenon of the recapitulatio per 
Christum already appeared in Justin. (Vide also Dial. c. Tryph. 100.) If we 
compare Tertullian's Apologeticum with his Antignostic writings we easily see how 
impossible it is to determine from that work the extent of his Christian faith and 
knowledge. The same is probably the case, though to a less extent, with Justin's 
apologetic writings. 
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Justin showed in the Dialogue that, independently of the theo- 
logoumenon of the Logos, he was firmly convinced of the divinity 
of Christ on the ground of predictions and of the impression 
made by his personality. * (3) In addition to the story of the 
exaltation of Christ, Justin also emphasised other portions of his 
history, especially the death on the cross (together with baptism 
and the Lord's Supper) and tried to give them a positive 
significance. 2 He adopted the common Christian saying that 
the blood of Christ cleanses believers and men are healed through 
his wounds ; and he tried to give a mystic significance to the 
cross. (4) He accordingly spoke of the forgiveness of sins 
through Christ and confessed that men are changed, through 
the new birth in baptism, from children of necessity and ignorance 
into children of purpose and understanding and forgiveness of 
sins. 3 Von Engelhardt has, however, quite rightly noticed that 
these are mere words which have nothing at all corresponding 
to them in the general system of thought, because Justin remains 
convinced that the knowledge of the true God, of his will, and 
of his promises, or the certainty that God will always grant 
forgiveness to the repentant and eternal life to the righteous, 
is sufficient to convert the man who is master of himself. Owing 
to the fundamental conviction which is expressed in the formulae, 
"perfect philosophy", "divine teacher", " new law", "freedom", 
"repentance", "sinless life", sure hope", "reward", "immortal- 
ity", the ideas, "forgiveness of sins", "redemption", "reconcilia- 
tion", "new birth", "faith" (in the Pauline sense) must remain 

1 Christians do not place a man alongside of God, for Christ is God, though 
indeed a second God. There is no question of two natures. It is not the divine 
nature that Justin has insufficiently emphasised — or at least this is only the case 
in so far as it is a second Godhead — but the human nature; see Schultz, Gottheit 
Christi, p. 39 ff. 

2 We find allusions in Justin where the various incidents in the history of the 
incarnate Logos are conceived as a series of arrangements meant to form part of 
the history of salvation, to paralyse mankind's sinful history, and to regenerate 
humanity. He is thus a forerunner of Irenaeus and Melito. 

3 Even the theologoumenon of the definite number of the elect, which must be 
fulfilled, is found in Justin (Apol. I. 28, 45). For that reason the judgment is put 
off by God (II. 7). The Apology of Aristides contains a short account of the history of 
Jesus; his conception, birth, preaching, choice of the 12 Apostles, crucifixion, 
resurrection, ascension, sending out of the 12 Apostles are mentioned. 
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words, l or be relegated to the sphere of magic and mystery. 2 
Nevertheless we must not on that account overlook the intention. 
Justin tried to see the divine revelation not only in the sayings 
of the prophets, but in unique fashion in the person of Christ, 
and to conceive Christ not only as the divine teacher, but 
also as the "Lord and Redeemer ". In two points he actually 
succeeded in this. By the resurrection and exaltation of Jesus 
Justin proved that Christ, the divine teacher, is also the future 
judge and bestower of reward. Christ himself is able to give 
what he has promised — a life after death free from sufferings 
and sins, that is the first point. The other thing, however, 
which Justin very strongly emphasised is that Jesus is even now 
reigning in heaven, and shows his future visible sovereignty of 
the world by giving his own people the power to cast out and 
vanquish the demons in and by his name. Even at the present 
time the latter are put to flight by believers in Christ. 3 So the 
redemption is no mere future one ; it is even now taking place, 
and the revelation of the Logos in Jesus Christ is not merely 
intended to prove the doctrines of the rational religion, but 
denotes a real redemption, that is, a new beginning, in so far 
as the power of the demons on earth is overthrown through Christ 
and in his strength. Jesus Christ, the teacher of the whole 

1 "To Justin faith is only an acknowledgment of the mission and Sonship of 
Christ and a conviction of the truth of his teaching. Faith does not justify, but is 
merely a presupposition of the justification which is effected through repentance, 
change of mind, and sinless life. Only in so far as faith itself is already a free 
decision to serve God has it the value of a saving act, which is indeed of such 
significance fhat one can say, 'Abraham was justified by faith.' In reality, how- 
ever, this took place through /uer4vo/#." The idea of the new birth is exhausted 
in the thought: ©edc xxte7 st$ peravoiav, that of the forgiveness of sins in the idea: 
" God is so good that he overlooks sins committed in a state of ignorance, if man 
has changed his mind." Accordingly, Christ is the Redeemer in so far as he has 
brought about all the conditions which make for repentance. 

3 This is in fact already the case in Justin here and there, but in the main 
there are as yet mere traces of it: the Apologists are no mystics. 

3 If we consider how largely the demons bulked in the ideas of the Apologists, 
we must rate very highly their conviction of the redeeming power of Christ and 
of his name, a power continuously shown in the victories over the demons. See 
Justin Apol. II. 6, 8; Dial, u, 30, 35, 39, 76, 85, in, 121; Tertull., Apol. 23, 
2 7i 3 2 t 37 etc « Tatian also (16 fin.) confirms it, and c. 12, p. 56, line 7 ff. (ed. 
Otto) does not contradict this. 
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truth and of a new law, which is the rational, the oldest, and 
the divine, the only being who has understood how to call 
men from all the different nations and in all stages of culture 
into a union of holy life, the inspiring One, for whom his disciples 
go to death, the mighty One, through whose name the demons 
are cast out, the risen One, who will one day reward and punish 
as judge, must be identical with the Son of God, who is the divine 
reason and the divine power. In this belief which accompanies 
the confession of the one God, creator of heaven and earth, 
Justin finds the special content of Christianity, which the later 
Apologists, with the probable exception of Melito, reproduced 
in a much more imperfect and meagre form. One thing, how- 
ever, Justin in all probability did not formulate with precision, 
viz., the proposition that the special result of salvation, t\e. f 
immortality, was involved in the incarnation of the Logos, in 
so far as that act brought about a real secret transformation of 
the whole mortal nature of man. With Justin, indeed, as with 
the other Apologists, the " salvation" (vurvipix) consists essentially 
in the apportioning of eternal life to the world, which has been 
created mortal and in consequence of sin has fallen a prey to 
the natural destiny of " death "; and Christ is regarded as the 
bestower of incorruptibility who thus brings the creation to its 
goal; but as a rule Justin does not go beyond this thought. 
Yet we certainly find hints pointing to the notion of a physical 
and magical redemption accomplished at the moment of the 
incarnation. See particularly the fragment in Irenaeus (already 
quoted on page 220), which may be thus interpreted, and Apol. 
I. 66. This conception, in its most complete shape, would have 
to be attributed to Justin if the fragment V. (Otto, Corp. Apol. III. 
p. 256) were genuine. 1 But the precise form of the presentation 

1 Von Engelhardt, Christenthum Justin's, p. 432 f., has pronounced against its 
genuineness; see also my Texte und Untersuchungen I. 1, 2, p. 158. In favour of 
its genuineness see Hilgenfeld, Zeitschrift fur wissenschaftliche Theologie, 1883, 
p. 26 f. The fragment is worded as follows: riA^ra? 6 ©«d$ x*r' otpx^S ™ % v - 
Qpuvov tJJc yw/uifc xvroC rk tvjq q>vrea>$ xiryuptia'sv evroA.% fit& iroi>j<rx{i£vo<; rijv 
Jtx'ireipxv. <S>vXx%xvTx fj.lv yxp txvtviv tvjg xQxvdcrov AifJjgMC ntTrofyKtv 'ivtrbxt, 
Txpx^dvrx H Tif$ ivxvrixq. Oi/ru ysyov&q 6 &v6pCDTQ$ xoti npbs tviv irxp&Pxrtv t lbv$ 
i\6vv rif v <p$op*v <pv<rtK&<; €ta-e$g%XTO. Qvcei $1 rfc $&opx$ irpocyevofieviiQ xvayxotiov 
J/v r 6rt 9&vxi fiovX6fAtvoG $v ryv (pQopoTroidv ouo-fxv xQxvfrxs. ToCro H ovx $v SripuQ 
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makes this very improbable. The question as to how, i.e., in 
what conceivable way, immortality can be imparted to the mortal 
nature as yet received little attention from Justin and the Apol- 
ogists : it is the necessary result of knowledge and virtue. Their 
great object was to assure the belief in immortality. '* Religion 
and morality depend on the belief in immortality or the resur- 
rection from the dead. The fact that the Christian religion, as 
faith in the incarnate Son of God the creator, leads to the assurance 
that the maker of all things will reward piety and righteousness 
with the bestowal of eternal and immortal life, is the essential 
advantage possessed by the Christian religion over all others. 
The righteousness of the heathen was imperfect in spite of all 
their knowledge of good and evil, because they lacked the certain 
knowledge that the creator makes the just immortal and will 
consign the unjust to eternal torment.' ' The philosophical 
doctrines of God, virtue, and immortality became . through the 
Apologists the certain content of a world-wide religion, which 
is Christian because Christ guarantees its certainty. They made 
Christianity a deistical religion for the whole world without 
abandoning in word at least the old "teachings and knowledge'* 
(StixypxTx %x) pxiyftxTx) of the Christians. They thus marked 
out the task of "dogmatic" and, so to speak, wrote the prole- 
gomena for every future theological system in the Church (see Von 
Engelhardt's concluding observations in his " Christenthum Justin's ,f 
pp. 447 — 490, also Overbeck in the Historische Zeitschrift, 
1880, pp. 499 — 505.) At the same time, however, they adher- 
ed to the early-Christian eschatology (see Justin, Melito, and, 
with reference to the resurrection of the flesh, the Apologists 

yevstrQui, el fiynsp *j xxrx Qvo-tv %a»j 7rpoo'£7r*x'xif t# rtjv QQopxv Se^xpevta, &Qxvt%- 
ovtrx fjth rtjv <p6opxv> x$&vxtov SI roO XoiiroV ro Ss^x/xevov SixrtfpoGa'x. Atx roGro 
tov x6yov eSeyo'Sv sv rwfiuri ytvicbxi, Tvx (roG Qxv&tov) rifc xxrx fyvviv vifJt&Q <p6opxQ 
eXevQepuo-y. El yxp, &{ <pxrs y vevpxrt (i6vov rbv tevxrov v(u.£v xTexwAvcev, ov icporyet 
fikv Six rijv fiovty<rtv 6 divaroc, ovSlv SI Jjttov tpQxproi Trfatv $/asv, Qvo-txyv ev 
ixvroiQ rijv Qtopxv icspiQepovreQ. 

1 Schultz (Gottheit Christi, p. 41) very rightly points out that all the systems 
of the post-Socratic schools, so far as they practically spread among the people, 
invariably assume that knowledge, as such, leads to salvation, so that the bestowal 
of the x<p6xpo-ix need not necessarily be thought so naturalistic and mystic a process 
as we are apt to imagine. 
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generally), and thus did not belie their connection with early 
Christianity. * 

Interpretation and Criticism, especially of Justin's Doctrines. 

1. The fundamental assumption of all the Apologists is that 
there can only be one and the same relation on earth between 
God and free man, and that it has been conditioned by the 
creation. This thought, which presupposes the idea of God's 
unchangeableness, at bottom neutralises every quasi-historical 
and mythological consideration. According to it grace can be 
nothing else than the stimulation of the powers of reason exist- 
ent in man ; revelation is supernatural only in respect of its 
form, and the redemption merely enables us to redeem our- 
selves, just as this possibility was given at the creation. Sin, 
which arose through temptation, appears on the one hand as 
error which must almost of necessity have arisen so long as 
man only possessed the "germs of the Logos" (frxipycaroL tou 
Xoyov\ and on the other as the dominion of sensuousness, whjch 
was nearly unavoidable since earthly material clothes the soul 
and mighty demons have possession, of the world. The mytho- 
logical idea of the invading sway of the demons is really the 
only interruption of the rationalistic scheme. So far as Chris- 
tianity is something different from morality, it is the antithesis 
of the service and sovereignty of the demons. Hence the idea 
that the course of the world and mankind require in some 
measure to be helped is the narrow foundation of the thought 
of revelation or redemption. The necessity of revelation and 
redemption was expressed in a much stronger and more decisive 
way by many heathen philosophers of the same period. 
Accordingly, not only did these long for a revelation which 
would give a fresh attestation to old truth, but they yearned 
for a force, a real redemption, a prcesens numen, and some new 
thing. Still more powerful was this longing in the case of the 

1 Weizsacker, Jahrbucher fur deutsche Theologie, 1867, p. 119, has with good 
reason strongly emphasised this element. See also Stahlin, Justin der MSrtyrer, 
1880, p. 63 f., whose criticism of Von Engelhardt's book contains much that is 
worthy of note, though it appears to me inappropriate in the main. 

*5 
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Gnostics and Marcion; compare the latter's idea of revelation 
with that of the Apologists. It is probable indeed that the thought 
of redemption would have found stronger expression among 
them also, had not the task of proof r , which could be best dis- 
charged by the aid of the Stoic philosophy, demanded religious 
rationalism. But, admitting this, the determination of the high- 
est good itself involved rationalism and moralism. For immor- 
tality is the highest good, in so far as it is perfect knowledge — 
which is, moreover, conceived as being of a rational kind, — that 
necessarily leads to immortality. We can only find traces of 
the converse idea, according to which the change into the im- 
mortal condition is the prius and the knowledge the posterins. 
But, where this conception is the prevailing one, moralistic in- 
tellectualism is broken through, and we can now point to a 
specific, supernatural blessing of salvation, produced by revel- 
ation and redemption. Corresponding to the general develop- 
ment of religious philosophy from moralism into mysticism 
(transition from the second to the third century), a displace- 
ment in this direction can also be noticed in the history of 
Greek apologetics (in the West it was different); but this dis- 
placement was never considerable and therefore cannot be clearly 
traced. Even later on under altered circumstances, apologetic 
science adhered in every respect to its old method, as being 
the most suitable (monotheism, morality, proof from prophecy), 
a circumstance which is evident, for example, from the almost 
complete disregard of the New Testament canon of Scripture 
and from other considerations besides. 

2. In so far as the possibility of virtue and righteousness 
has been implanted by God in men, and in so far as — apart 
from trifling exceptions — they can actually succeed in doing 
what is good only through prophetic, i.e., divine, revelations and 
exhortations, some Apologists, following the early Christian 
tradition, here and there designate the transformation of the 
sinner into a righteous man as a work of God, and speak of 
renewal and regeneration. The latter, however, as a real fact, 
is identical with the repentance which, as a turning from sin 
and turning to God, is a matter of free will. As in Justin, so 
also in Tatian, the idea of regeneration is exhausted in the 
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divine call to repentance. The conception of the forgiveness 
of sins is also determined in accordance with this. Only those 
sins can be forgiven, *>., overlooked, which are really none, 
i.e., which were committed in a state of error and bondage to the 
demons, and were well-nigh unavoidable. The blotting out of 
these sins is effected in baptism, " which is the bath of regener- 
ation in so far as it is the voluntary consecration of one's own 
person. The cleansing which takes place is God's work in so 
far as baptism was instituted by him, but it is effected by the man 
who in his change of mind lays aside his sins. The name of 
God is pronounced above him who repents of his transgressions, 
that he may receive freedom, knowledge, and forgiveness of his 
previous sins, but this effects a change only denoting the new know- 
ledge to which the baptised person has attained." If, as all this seems 
to show, the thought of a specific grace of God in Christ appears 
virtually neutralised, the adherence to the language of the cultus 
(Justin and Tatian) and Justin's conception of the Lord's Supper 
show that the Apologists strove to get beyond moralism, that 
is, they tried to supplement it through the mysteries. Augus- 
tine's assertion (de predest. sanct. 27) that the faith of the old 
Church in the efficacy of divine grace was not so much ex- 
pressed in the opuscula as in the prayers, shows correct insight. 
3. All the demands, the fulfilment of which constitutes the 
virtue and righteousness of men, are summed up under the title 
of the new law. In virtue of its eternally valid content this 
new law is in reality the oldest ; but it is new because Christ 
and the prophets were preceded by Moses, who inculcated on 
the Jews in a transient form that which was eternally valid. It 
is also new because, being proclaimed by the Logos that appeared 
in Christ, it announced its presence with the utmost impres- 
siveness and undoubted authority, and contains the promise of 
reward in terms guaranteed by the strongest proof — the proof 
from prophecy. The old law is consequently a new one be- 
cause it appears now for the first time as purely spiritual, per- 
fect, and final. The commandment of love to one's neighbour 
also belongs to the law; but it does not form its essence (still 
less love to God, the place of which is taken by faith, obedience, 
and imitation). The content of all moral demands is compre* 
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hended in the commandment of perfect, active holiness, which 
is fulfilled by the complete renunciation of all earthly blessings, 
even of life itself. Tatian preached this renunciation in a spe- 
cially powerful manner. There is no need to prove that no re- 
mains of Judaeo-Christianity are to be recognised in these ideas 
about the new law. It is not Judaeo-Christianity that lies behind 
the Christianity and doctrines of the Apologists, but "Greek 
philosophy (Platonic metaphysics, Logos doctrine of the Stoics, 
Platonic and Stoic ethics), the Alexandrine-Jewish apologetics, 
the maxims of Jesus, and the religious speech of the Christian 
Churches. Justin is distinguished from Philo by the sure con- 
viction of the living power of God, the Creator and Lord of 
the world, and the steadfast confidence in the reality of all the 
ideals which is derived from the person of Christ. We ought 
not, however, to blame the Apologists because to them nearly 
everything historical was at bottom only a guarantee of thoughts 
and hopes. As a matter of fact, the assurance is not less im- 
portant than the content. By dint of thinking one can con- 
ceive the highest truth, but one cannot in this way make out 
the certainty of its reality. No positive religion can do more 
for its followers than faith in the revelation through Christ and 
the prophets did for the Apologists. Although it chiefly proved 
to them the truth of that which we call natural theology and 
which was the idealistic philosophy of the age, so that the 
Church appears as the great insurance society for the ideas of 
Plato and Zeno, we ought not at the same time to forget that 
their idea of a divine spirit working upon earth was a far more 
lively and worthy one than in the case of the Greek philo- 
sophers. 

4. By their intellectualism and exclusive theories the Apol- 
ogists founded philosophic and dogmatic Christianity (Loofs: 
"they laid the foundation for the conversion of Christianity into 
a revealed doctrine." 1 If about the middle of the second century 

1 Loofs continues: "The Apologists, viewing the transference of the concept 
'Son' to the preexistent Christ as a matter of course, enabled the Christological 
problem of the 4th century to be started. They removed the point of departure of 
the Christological speculation from the historical Christ back into the preexistence 
and depreciated the importance of Jesus* life as compared with the incarnation* 
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the short confession of the Lord Jesus Christ was regarded as 
a watchword, passport, and tessera hospitalitas (signum et vin- 
culum,), and if even in lay and uneducated circles it was conceived 
as "doctrine" in contradistinction to heresy, this transformation 
must have been accelerated through men, who essentially con- 
ceived Christianity as the "divine doctrine", and by whom all 
its^ distinctive features were subordinated to this conception ^or^. 
neutralised. As the philosophic schools are held together by 
their "laws" (yopot) as the "dogmas" form the real bond between 
the "friends", and as, in addition to this, they are united by 
veneration for the founder, so also the Christian Church appeared 
to the Apologists as a universal league established by a divine 
founder and resting on the dogmas of the perfectly known truth, 
a league the members of which possess definite laws, viz., the 
eternal laws of nature for everything moral, and unite in common 
veneration for the Divine Master. In the "dogmas" of the 
Apologists, however, we find nothing more than traces of the 
fusion of the philosophical and historical elements ; in the main both 
exist separately side by side. It was not till long after this that 
intellectualism gained the victory in a Christianity represented by 
the clergy. What we here chiefly understand by " intellectualism " 
is the placing of the scientific conception of the world behind 
the commandments of Christian morality and behind the hopes 
and faith of the Christian religion, and the connecting of the 
two things in such a way that this conception appeared as the 
foundation of these commandments and hopes. Thus was created 
the future dogmatic in the form which still prevails in the Churches 
and which presupposes the Platonic and Stoic conception of the 
world long ago overthrown by science. The attempt made at 
the beginning of the Reformation to free the Christian faith from 
this amalgamation remained at first without success. 

TTiey connected the Christology with the cosmology, but were not able to combine 
it with the scheme of salvation. Their Logos doctrine is not a c higher' Christology 
than the prevailing form; it rather lags behind the genuine Christian estimate of 
Christ It is not God who reveals himself in Christ, but the Logos, the depoten- 
tiated God, who as God is subordinate to the supreme Deity." 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE BEGINNINGS OF AN ECCLESIASTICO-THEOLOGICAL INTER- 
PRETATION AND REVISION OF THE RULE OF FAITH IN 
OPPOSITION TO GNOSTICISM ON THE BASIS OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT AND THE CHRISTIAN PHILO- 
SOPHY OF THE APOLOGISTS: 
MELITO, IRENES, TERTULLIAN, HIPPOLYTUS, NOVATIAN. l 

I. The theological position of Irenceus and the later 
contemporary Church teachers. 

Gnosticism and the Marcionite Church had compelled orthodox 
Christianity to make a selection from tradition and to make this 
binding on Christians as an apostolical law. Everything that 
laid claim to validity had henceforth to be legitimised by the 
faith, i.e., the baptismal confession and the New Testament canon 
of Scripture (see above, chap. 2, under A and B). However, mere 
" prescriptions " could no longer suffice here. But the baptismal 
confession was no " doctrine " ; if it was to be transformed into 
such it required an interpretation. We have shown above that 
the interpreted baptismal confession was instituted as the guide 
for the faith. This interpretation took its matter from the sacred 
books of both Testaments. It owed its guiding lines, however, 

1 Authorities: The works of Irenaeus (Stieren's and Harvey's editions), Melito 
(Otto, Corp. Apol. IX.), Tertullian (Oehler's and Reifferscheid's editions), Hippolytus 
(Fabricius', Lagarde's, Duncker's and Schneidewin's editions), Cyprian (HartePs 
edition), Novatian (Jackson). Biographies of Bohringer, Die Kirche Christi und 
ihre Zeugen, 1 8 73 ff. Werner, Der Paulinismus des Irenaus, 1889. Noldechen, 
Tertullian, 1890. Dollinger, "Hippolytus und Kallistus," 1853. Many monographs 
on Irenaeus and Tertullian. 
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on the one hand to philosophical theology, as set forth by the 
Apologists, and on the other to the earnest endeavour to maintain 
and defend against all attacks the traditional convictions and 
hopes of believers, as professed in the past generation by the 
enthusiastic forefathers of the Church. In addition to this, certain 
interests, which had found expression in the speculations of the 
the so-called Gnostics, were adopted in an increasing degree 
among all thinking Christians, and also could not but influence 
the ecclesiastical teachers. 1 The theological labours, thus initiated, 
accordingly bear the impress of great uniqueness and complexity. 
In the first place, the old Catholic Fathers, Melito, 2 Rhodon, * 
Irenaeus, Hippolytus, and Tertullian were in every case convinced 
that all their expositions contained the universal Church faith 
itself and nothing else. Though the faith is identical with the 
baptismal confession, yet every interpretation of it derived from 
the New Testament is no less certain than the shortest formula, 4 
The creation of the New Testament furnished all at once a quite 

1 The following exposition will show how much Irenaeus and the later old 
Catholic teachers learned from the Gnostics. As a matter of fact the theology of 
Irenaeus remains a riddle so long as we try to explain it merely from the Apologists 
and only consider its antithetical relations to Gnosis. Little as we can understand 
modern orthodox theology from a historical point of view — if the comparison be 
here allowed — without keeping in mind what it has adopted from Schleiermacher 
and Hegel, we can just as little understand the theology of Irenaeus without taking 
into account the schools of Valentinus and Marcion. 

2 That Melito is to be named here follows both from Eusebius, H. E. V. 28. 5, 
and still more plainly from what we know of the writings of this bishop; see 
Texte und Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der altchristlichen Litteratur, 1. 1, 2, p.24off.). 
The polemic writings of Justin and the Antignostic treatise of that "ancient" quoted 
by Irenaeus (see Patr. App. Opp. ed. Gebhardt etc. I. 2, p. 105 sq.) may in a certain 
sense be viewed as the precursors of Catholic literature. We have no material for 
judging of them with certainty. The New Testament was not yet at the disposal 
of their authors, and consequently there is a gap between them and Irenaeus. 

8 See Eusebius, H. E. V. 13. 

4 Tertullian does indeed say in de praescr. 14: "Ceterum manente forma regutae 
fidei in suo ordine quantumlibet quaeras, et trades, et omnem libidinem curiositatis 
effUndas, si quid tibi videtur vel ambiguitate pendere vel obscuritate obumbrari"; 
but the preceding exposition of the regula shows that scarcely any scope remained 
for the "curiositas", and the one that follows proves that Tertullian did not 
mean that freedom seriously. 
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unlimited multitude of conceptions, the whole of which appeared 
as " doctrines " and offered themselves for incorporation with 
the " faith 'V The limits of the latter therefore seem to be in- 
definitely extended, whilst on the other hand tradition, and 
polemics too in many cases, demanded an adherence to the 
shortest formula. The oscillation between this brief formula, 
the contents of which, as a rule, did not suffice, and that ful- 
ness, which admitted of no bounds at all, is characteristic of 
the old Catholic Fathers we have mentioned. In the second 
place, these Fathers felt quite as much need of a rational proof 
in their arguments with their Christian opponents, as they did 
while contending with the heathen ; 2 and, being themselves 
children of their time, they required this proof for their own 
assurance and that of their fellow-believers. The epoch in which 
men appealed to charisms, and "knowledge" counted as much 
as prophecy and vision, because it was still of the same nature, 
was in the main a thing of the past. 3 Tradition and reason 
had taken the place of charisms as courts of appeal. But this 
change had neither come to be clearly recognised, '* nor was 
the right and scope of rational theology alongside of tradition 
felt to be a problem. We can indeed trace the consciousness 
of the danger in attempting to introduce new termini and regu- 
lations not prescribed by the Holy Scriptures. 5 The bishops 
themselves in fact encouraged this apprehension in order to 

\ The most important point was that the Pauline theology, towards which Gnostics, 
Marcionites, and Encratites had already taken up a definite attitude, could now no 
longer be ignored. See Overbeck's Basler Univ. — Programm, 1877. Irenaeus immediately 
shows the influence of Paulinism very clearly. 

2 See what Rhodon says about the issue of his conversation with Appelles in 
Euseb., H. E. V. 13. 7 : gyw $i yeK&vot% Kariyvuv ulroG, h6rt $t$£o-xxAo$ shou 
Aeywv bvK '$ei to $i$cc<tk6(j,svov £/V uvtoV KparvveiV. 

3 On the old " prophets and teachers " see my remarks on the At$atx*i) c. 1 1 ff., 
and the section, pp. 93—137, of the prolegomena to my edition of this work. The 
$t$&o-KOcAoi otiroffTOhiKol Kail TTpo^T/KOt (Ep. Smyrn. ap. Euseb., H. E. IV. 15. 39) 
became lay-teachers who were skilful in the interpretation of the sacred traditions. 

4 In the case of Irenaeus, as is well known, there was absolutely no consciousness 
of this, as is well remarked by Eusebius in H. E. V. 7. In support of his own 
writings, however, Irenaeus appealed to no charisms. 

5 See the passage already quoted on p. 63, note 1. 
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warn people against the Gnostics, l and after the deluge of 
heresy, representatives of. Church orthodoxy looked with distrust 
on every philosophic-theological formula. 3 Such propositions 
of rationalistic theology as were absolutely required, were, how- 
ever, placed by Irenaeus and Tertullian on the same level as 
the hallowed doctrines of tradition, and were not viewed by 
them as something of a different nature. Irenaeus uttered most 
urgent warnings against subtle speculations; 8 but yet, in the 
naivest way, associated with the faithfully preserved traditional 
doctrines and fancies of the faith theories which he likewise 
regarded as tradition and which, in point of form, did 
not differ from those of the Apologists or Gnostics. 4 The 

1 Irenaeus and Tertullian scoffed at the Gnostic terminology in the most bitter way. 

J Tertullian, adv. Prax. 3 : " Simplices enim quique, ne dixerim imprudentes et 
idiotae, quae major semper credentium pars est, quoniam et ipsa regula fidei a pluribus 
diis saeculi ad unicum et verum deum transfert, non intellegentes unicum quidem, 
sed cum sua otKovofjLix esse credendum, expavescunt ad oiKOvoftfuv." Similar remarks 
often occur in Origen. See also Hippol., c. Noet 11. 

8 The danger of speculation and of the desire to know everything was im- 
pressively emphasised by Irenaeus, II. 25 — 28. As a pronounced ecclesiastical pos- 
itivist and traditionalist, he seems in these chapters disposed to admit nothing but 
obedient and acquiescent faith in the words of Holy Scripture, and even to reject 
speculations like those of Tatian, Orat. 5. Cf. the disquisitions II. 25. 3 : "Siautem 
et aliquis non invenerit causam omnium quae requiruntur, cogitet, quia homo est 
in infinitum minor deo et qui ex parte (cf. II. 28.) acceperit gratiam et qui nondum 
aequalis vel similis sit factori; II. 26. 1: ""A/u*/vov kou o-vpQofiuTipov, Ih&ras xxi 
ituyopctBtlQ v7r&px gtv > *** &*& T fc xyfaw Trfyo-fov ytvMou roV QioC i$ T0At//uadff7£ 
xeu efJiirefyovq SokoCvtcu; elvxi, /SA&o-^/uot/g si% rbv iocvrSSv evpfoxtvbou $t<rir6Tyv, and 
in addition to this the close of the paragraph, II. 27. 1 : Concerning the sphere within 
which we are to search (the Holy Scriptures and "quae ante oculos nostros occurrunt", 
much remains dark to us even in the Holy Scriptures II. 28. 3) ; II. 28. 1 f. on the 
canon which is to be observed in all investigations, namely, the confident faith in God 
the creator, as the supreme and only Deity; II. 28. 2 — 7: specification of the great 
problems whose solution is hid from us, viz., the elementary natural phenomena, 
the relation of the Son to the Father, that is, the manner in which the Son was 
begotten, the way in which matter was created, the cause of evil . In opposition to 
the claim to absolute knowledge, /".*., to the complete discovery of all the processes 
of causation, which Irenaeus too alone regards as knowledge, he indeed pointed 
out the limits of our perception, supporting his statement by Bible passages. But 
the ground of these limits, "ex parte accepimus gratiam", is not an early-Christian 
one, and it shows at the same time that the bishop also viewed knowledge as the 
goal, though indeed he thought it could not be attained on earth. 

4 The same observation applies to Tertullian. Cf. his point blank repudiation 
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Holy Scriptures of the New Testament were the basis on 
which Irenaeus set forth the most important doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. Some of these he stated as they had been conceived 
by the oldest tradition (see the eschatology), others he adapted 
to the new necessities. The qualitative distinction between the 
fides credenda and theology was noticed neither by Irenaeus 
nor by Hippolytus and Tertullian. According to Irenaeus I. 10.3 
this distinction is merely quantitative,x^Iere faith and theolog- 
ical knowledge are still completely intermixed. Whilst stating 
and establishing the doctrines of tradition with the help of the 
New Testament, and revising and fixing them by means of in- 
telligent deduction, the Fathers think they are setting forth the 
faith itself and nothing else. Anything more than this is only 
curiosity not unattended with danger to Christians. Theology 
is interpreted faith. l 

Corresponding to the baptismal confession there thus arose 
at the first a loose system of dogmas which were necessarily 
devoid of strict style, definite principle, or fixed and harmoni- 
ous aim. In this form we find them with special plainness in 
Tertullian. 2 This writer was still completely incapable of in- 
wardly connecting his rational (Stoic) theology, as developed 
by him for apologetic purposes, with the Christological doctrines 
of the regula fidei, which, after the example of Irenaeus, he 
constructed and defended from Scripture and tradition in opposi- 
tion to heresy. Whenever he attempts in any place to prove 

of philosophy in de praesc. 7, and the use he himself nevertheless made of it 
everywhere. 

1 In point of form this standpoint is distinguished from the ordinary Gnostic 
position by its renunciation of absolute knowledge, and by its corresponding lack 
of systematic completeness. That, however, is an important distinction in favour 
of the Catholic Fathers. According to what has been set forth in the text I cannot 
agree with Zahn's judgment (Marcellus of Ancyra, p. 235 f.): "Irenaeus is the first 
ecclesiastical teacher who has grasped the idea of an independent science of 
Christianity, of a theology which, in spite of its width and magnitude, is a branch 
of knowledge distinguished from others; and was also the first to mark out the 
paths of this science." 

3 Tertullian seems even to have had no great appreciation for the degree of 
systematic exactness displayed in the disquisitions of Irenaeus. He did not reproduce 
these arguments at least, but preferred after considering them to fall back on the 
proof from prescription. 
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the intrinsic necessity of these dogmas, he seldom gets beyond 
rhetorical statements, holy paradoxes, or juristic forms. As a 
systematic thinker, a cosmologist, moralist, and jurist rather than 
a theosophist, as a churchman, a masterly defender of tradition, as 
a Christian exclusively guided in practical life by the strict pre- 
cepts and hopes of the Gospel, his theology, if by that we under- 
stand his collective theological disquisitions, is completely devoid 
of unity, and can only be termed a mixture of dissimilar and, 
not unfrequently, contradictory propositions, which admit of no 
comparison with the older theology of Valentinus or the later 
system of Origen. l To Tertullian everything lies side by side ; 
problems which chance to turn up are just as quickly solved. 
The specific faith of Christians is indeed no longer, as it some- 
times seems to be in Justin's case, a great apparatus of proof 
for the doctrines of the only true philosophy; it rather stands, 
in its own independent value, side by side with these, partly 
in a crude, partly in a developed form; but inner principles 
and aims are nearly everywhere sought for in vain. 2 In spite 
of this he possesses inestimable importance in the history of 
dogma; for he developed and created, in a disconnected form 
and partly in the shape of legal propositions, a series of the 
most important dogmatic formulae, which Cyprian, Novatian, 
Hosius, and the Roman bishops of the fourth century, Ambro- 
sius and Leo I., introduced into the general dogmatic system 
of the Catholic Church. He founded the terminology both of 
the trinitarian and of the Christological dogma ; and in addition 
to this was the first to give currency to a series of dogmatic con- 
cepts (satisfacere, meritum, sact 'amentum, vitium originis etc., etc.). 

1 The more closely we study the writings of Tertullian, the more frequently we 
meet with inconsistencies, and that in his treatment both of dogmatic and moral 
questions. Such inconsistencies could not but make their appearance, because Ter- 
tullian's dogmatising was only incidental. As far as he himself was concerned, 
he did not feel the slightest necessity for a systematic presentation of Christianity. 

2 With reference to certain articles of doctrine, however, Tertullian adopted from 
Irenaeus some guiding principles and some points of view arising from the nature 
of faith; but he almost everywhere changed them for the worse. The fact that he 
was capable of writing a treatise like the de prsescr. hgeret., in which all proof of 
the intrinsic necessity and of the connection of his dogmas is wanting, shows the 
limits of his interests and of his understanding. 
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Finally it was he who at the very outset imparted to the type 
of dogmatic that arose in the West its momentous bias in the 
direction of auctoritas et ratio > and its corresponding tendency 
to assume a legal character [lex, formal and material), peculiari- 
ties which were to become more and more clearly marked as 
time went on. l But, great as is his importance in this respect, 
it has no connection at all with the fundamental conception of 
Christianity peculiar to himself, for, as a matter of fact, this 
was already out of date at the time when he lived./What in- 
fluenced the history of dogma was not his Christianity, but his 
masterly power of framing formulae. 

' It is different with Irenaeus. The Christianity of this man 
proved a decisive factor in the history of dogma in respect of 
its content. If Tertullian supplied the future Catholic dogmatic 
with the most important part of its formulae, Irenaeus clearly 
sketched for it its fundamental idea, by combining the ancient 
notion of salvation with New Testament (Pauline) thoughts. 3 
Accordingly, as far as the essence of the matter is concerned, 
the great work of Irenaeus is far superior to the theological 
writings of Tertullian. This appears already in the task, volun- 
tarily undertaken by Irenaeus, of giving a relatively complete 
exposition of the doctrines of ecclesiastical Christianity on the 
basis of the New Testament, in opposition to heresy. Tertullian 
nowhere betrayed a similar systematic necessity, which indeed, 
in the case of the Gallic bishop too, only made its appearance 
as the result of polemical motives. But Irenaeus to a certain 
degree succeeded in amalgamating philosophic theology and the 
statements of ecclesiastical tradition viewed as doctrines. This 
result followed (1) because he never lost sight of a fundamental 
idea to which he tried to refer everything, and (2) because he 
was directed by a confident view of Christianity as a religion, 

1 Further references to Tertullian in a future volume. Tertullian is at the same 
time the first Christian individual after Paul, of whose inward life and peculiarities 
we can form a picture to ourselves. His writings bring us near himself, but that 
cannot be said of Irenaeus. 

2 Consequently the spirit of Irenaeus, though indeed strongly modified by that 
of Origen, prevails in the later Church dogmatic, whilst that of Tertullian is not 
to be traced there. 
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that is, a theory of its purpose.^? he first fundamental idea, 
in its all-dominating importance, was suggested to Irenaeus by 
his opposition to Gnosticism^tt is the conviction that the Creator 
of the world and the supreme God are one and the same. l 
^Fhe other theory as to the aim of Christianity, however, is 
shared by Irenaeus with Paul, Valentinus, and Marcion^^Jt is 
the conviction that Christianity is real redemption, and that this 
redemption was only effected by the appearance of Christ. The 
working out of these two ideas is the most important feature 
in Irenaeus* book. As yet, indeed, he by no means really suc- 
ceeded in completely adapting to these two fundamental thoughts 
all the materials to be taken from Holy Scripture and found 
in the rule of faith; he only thought with systematic clearness 
within the scheme of the Apologists. His archaic eschato- 
logical disquisitions are of a heterogeneous nature, and a great 
deal of his material, 3s, for instance, Pauline formulae and thoughts, 
he completely emptied of its content, inasmuch as he merely 
contrived to turn it into a testimony of the oneness and absolute 
causality of God the Creator ; but the repetition of the same 
main thoughts to an extent that is wearisome to us, and the 
attempt to refer everything to these, unmistakably constitute the 
success of his work. 2 God the Creator and the one Jesus Christ 

1 The supreme God is the Hofy and Redeeming One. Hence the identity of 
the creator of the world and the supreme God also denotes the unity of nature, 
morality, and revelation. 

2 What success the early-Christian writings of the second century- had is almost 
■completely unknown to us; but we are justified in saying that the five books " adv. 
haereses" of Irenaeus were successful, for we can prove the favourable reception of 
this work and the effects it had in the 3rd and 4th centuries (for instance, on Hip- 
polytus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, Victorinus, Marcellus of Ancyra, Epi- 
phanius, and perhaps Alexander of Alexandria and Athanasius). As is well known, 
we no longer possess a Greek manuscript, although it can be proved that the work 
was preserved down to middle Byzantine times, and was quoted with respect. The 
insufficient Christological and especially the eschatological disquisitions spoiled the 
enjoyment of the work in later times (on the Latin Irenaeus cf. the exhaustive 
examination of Loof: "The Manuscripts of the Latin translation of Irenaeus", in 
the "Studies of Church History" dedicated to Reuter, 1887). The old Catholic 
works written against heretics by Rhodon, Melito, Miltiades, Proculus, Modestus, 
Musanus, Theophilus, Philip of Gortyna, Hippolytus, and others have all been just 
as little preserved to us as the oldest book of this kind, the Syntagma of Justin 
against heresies, and the Memorabilia of Hegesippus. If we consider the criticism 
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are really the middle points of his theological system, and in 
this way he tried to assign an intrinsic significance to the several 
historical statements of the baptismal confession. Looked at 
from this point of view, his speculations were almost of an 
identical nature with the Gnostic. l But, while he conceives 
Christianity as an explanation of the world and as redemption, 
his Christocentric teaching was opposed to that of the Gnostics. 
Since the latter started with the conception of an original dual- 
ism they saw in the empiric world a faulty combination of 
opposing elements, 2 and therefore recognised in the redemption 
by Christ the separation of what was unnaturally united. Irenaeus, 
on the contrary, who began with the idea of the absolute caus- 
ality of God the Creator, saw in the empiric world faulty 
estrangements and separations, and therefore viewed the re- 
demption by Christ as the reunion of things unnaturally separ- 
ated — the "recapitulatio" (xvxxeCpxhxiuHrig).* This speculative 

to which Tatian's Christology was subjected by Arethas in the 10th century (Oratio 5 ; 
see my Texte und Untersuchungen I. 1, 2 p. 95 ff.), and the depreciatory judg- 
ment passed on Chiliasm from the 3rd century downwards, and if we moreover 
reflect that the older polemical works directed against heretics were supplanted by 
later detailed ones, we have a summary of the reasons for the loss of that oldest 
Catholic literature. This loss indeed, makes it impossible for us to form an exact 
estimate of the extent and intensity of the effect produced by any individual writing r 
even including the great work of Irenaeus. 

1 People are fqnd of speaking of the "Asia Minor" theology of Irenaeus, 
ascribe it already to his teachers, Polycarp and the presbyters, then ascend from 
these to the Apostle John, and complete, though not without hesitation, the equation : 
John — Irenaeus. By this speculation they win simply everything, in so far as the 
Catholic doctrine now appears as the property of an " apostolic " circle, and Gnosti- 
cism and Antignosticism are thus eliminated. But the following arguments may be 
urged against this theory: (1) What we know of Polycarp by no means gives 
countenance to the supposition that Irenaeus learned more from him and his fellows 
than a pious regard for the Church tradition and a collection of historical traditions 
and principles. (2) The doctrine of Irenaeus cannot be separated from the received 
canon of New Testament writings; but in the generation before him there was as 
yet no such compilation. (3) The presbyter from whom Irenaeus adopted important 
lines of thought in the 4th book did not write till after the middle of the second century. 
(4) Tertullian owes his Christocentric theology, so far as he has such a thing, to 
Irenaeus (and Melito?). 

2 Marcion, as is well known, went still further in his depreciatory judgment of 
the world, and therefore recognised in the redemption through Christ a pure act 
of grace. 

* See Molwitz, De 'AvxxeQxkouacriwG in Ireneei theologia potestate, Dresden, 1 874. 
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thought, which involved the highest imaginable optimism in 
contrast to Gnostic pessimism, brought Irenaeus into touch with 
certain Pauline trains of thought, l and enabled him to adhere 
to the theology of the Apologists. At the same time it opened 
up a view of the person of Christ, which supplemented the 
great defect of that theology, 2 surpassed the Christology of the 
Gnostics, 3 and made it possible to utilise the Christological 
statements contained in certain books of the New Testament. 4 
So far as we know at least, Irenaeus is the first ecclesiastical 
theologian after the time of the Apologists (see Ignatius before 
that) who assigned a quite specific significance to the person 
of Christ and in fact regarded it as the vital factor. 5 That 
was possible for him because of his realistic view of redemption. 
Here, however, he did not fall into the abyss of Gnosticism, 
because, as a disciple of the "elders", he adhered to the early- 
Christian eschatology, and because, as a follower of the Apolo- 
gists, he held, along with the realistic conception of salvation, 
the other dissimilar theory that Christ, as the teacher, imparts 

1 See, e.g., the -Epistle to the Ephesians and also the Epistles to the Romans 
and Galatians. 

2 But see the remark made above, p. 220, note 1. We might without loss give 
up the half of the Apologies in return for the preservation of Justin's chief Anti- 
gnostic work. 

8 According to the Gnostic Christology Christ merely restores the status quo ante, 
according to that of Irenaeus he first and alone realises the hitherto unaccomplished 
destination of humanity. 

4 According to the Gnostic conception the incarnation of the divine, /.*., the 
fall of Sophia, contains, paradoxically expressed, the element of sin; according to 
Irenaeus 1 idea the element of redemption. Hence we must compare not only the 
Gnostic Christ, but the Gnostic Sophia, with the Christ of the Church. Irenaeus 
himself did so in II. 20. 3. 

8 After tracing in II. 14 the origin of the Gnostic theologoumena to the Greek 
philosophers Irenaeus continues § 7: "Dicemus autem adversus eos: utramne hi 
omnes qui praedicti sunt, cum quibus eadem dicentes arguimini (Scil. "ye Gnostics 
with the philosophers"), cognoverunt veritatem aut non cognoverunt? Et si quidem 
cognoverunt, superflua est salvatoris in hunc mundum descensio. Ut (lege " ad ") 
quid enim descendebat?" It is characteristic of Irenaeus not to ask what is new 
in the revelations of God (through the prophets and the Logos), but quite definitely : 
Cur descendit salvator in hunc mundum?" See also lib. III. praef . : " Veritas, hoc 
est dei filii doctrina", III. 10. 3: u Haec est salutis agnitio quae deerat eis, quae est 
filii dei agnitio . . . agnitio salutis erat agnitio filii dei, qui et salus et salvator et 
salutare vere et dicitur et est." IIL 11. 3: III. 12. 7 : IV. 24. 
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to men, who are free and naturally constituted for fellowship 
with God, the knowledge which enables them to imitate God, 
and thus by their own act to attain communion with him. 
Nevertheless to Irenaeus the pith of the matter is already found 
in the idea that Christianity is real redemption, i.e., that the 
highest blessing bestowed in Christianity is the deification of 
human nature through the gift of immortality, and that this 
deification includes the full knowledge and enjoying of God 
(visio dei). This conception suggested to him the question as 
to the cause of the incarnation as well as the answer to the 
same. The question "cur deus — homo", which was by no 
means clearly formulated in the apologetic writings, in so far 
as in these "homo" only meant appearance among men, and 
the "why" was answered by referring to prophecy and the 
necessity of divine teaching, was by Irenaeus made the central 
point. The reasons why the answer he gave was so highly 
satisfactory may be stated as follows: (i) It proved that the 
Christian blessing of salvation was of a specific kind. (2) It was 
similar in point of form to the so-called Gnostic conception of 
Christianity, and even surpassed it as regards the promised 
extent of the sphere included in the deification. (3) It harmo- 
nised with the eschatological tendency of Christendom, and at 
the same time was fitted to replace the material eschatological 
expectations that were fading away. (4) It was in keeping with 
the mystic and Neoplatonic current of the time, and afforded 
it the highest imaginable satisfaction. (5) For the vanishing trust 
in the possibility of attaining the highest knowledge by the aid 
of reason it substituted the sure hope of a supernatural trans- 
formation of human nature which would even enable it to 
appropriate that which is above reason. (6) Lastly, it provided 
the traditional historical utterances respecting Christ, as well as 
the whole preceding course of history, with a firm foundation 
and a definite aim, and made it possible to conceive a history 
of salvation unfolding itself by degrees (itKovofiix Qsou). Accord- 
ing to this conception the central point of history was no longer 
the Logos as such, but Christ as the incarnate God, while at 
the same time the moralistic interest was balanced by a really 
religious one. An approach was thus made to the Pauline 
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theology, though indeed in a very peculiar way and to some 
extent only in appearance. A more exact representation of 
salvation through Christ has, however, been given by Irenaeus as 
follows: Incorruptibility is a habitus which is the opposite of 
our present one and indeed of man's natural condition. For 
immortality is at once God's manner of existence and his attri- 
bute; as a created being man is only " capable of incorruption 
and immortality " {^ cap ax incorruptionis et itntnortalitatis")\ 1 
thanks to the divine goodness, however, he is intended for the 
same, and yet is empirically "subjected to the power of death' ' 
("sub condicione mortis"). Now the sole way in which im- 
mortality as a physical condition can be obtained is by its 
possessor uniting himself realiter with human nature, in order 
to deify it "by adoption" ("per adoptionem 11 ), such is the 
technical term of Irenaeus. The deity miisb become what we 
are in order that we may become what he is. Accordingly, if 
Christ is to be the Redeemer, he must himself be God, and all 
the stress must fall upon his birth as man. "By his birth as 
man the eternal Word of God guarantees the inheritance of 
life to those who in their natural birth have inherited death." 3 

1 See II. 24. 3, 4: u Non enim ex nobis neque ex nostra natura vita est 5 sed 
secundum gratiam dei datur." Cf. what follows. Irenaeus has in various places 
argued that human nature inclusive of the flesh is capax incorruptibilitatis, and 
likewise that immortality is at once a free gift and the realisation of man's destiny. 

3 Book V. pref. : " Iesus Christus propter immensam suam dilectionem factus est, 
quod sumus nos, uti nos perficeret esse quod et ipse": III. 6. 1: "Deus stetit in 
sjnagoga deorum . . . de patre et filio et de his, qui adoptionem perceperunt, dicit : 
hi autem sunt ecclesia. Haec enim est synagoga dei," etc.; see also what follows. 
HI. 16. 3: "Filius dei hominis Alius factus, ut per eum adoptionem percipiamus, 
portante homine et capiente et complectente filium dei." III. 16. 6: "Dei verbum 
unigenitus, qui semper humano generi adest, unitus et consparsus suo plasmati se- 
cundum placitum patris et caro factus, ipse est Iesus Christus dominus noster. . , 
unus Iesus Christus, veniens per universam dispositionem et omnia in semetipsum 
recapitulans. In omnibus autem est et homo plasmatio dei, et hominem ergo in 
semetipsum recapitulans est, invisibilis visibilis factus, et incomprehensibilis factus 
cpmprehensibilis, et impassibilis passibilis, et verbum homo, universa in semetipsum 
recapitulans ... in semetipsum primatum assumens . . . universa attrahat ad semet- 
ipsum apto in tempore." III. 18. 1 : "Quando incarnatus est filius homo et homo 
factus longam hominum expositionem in se ipso recapitulavit, in compendio nobis 
salutem praestans, ut quod perdideramus in Adam id est secundum imaginem et 
similitudinem esse dei, hoc in Cbristo Iesu reciperemus." Cf. the whole 18th chapter 
where the deepest thoughts of the Pauline Gnosis of the death on the cross 

16 
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But this work of Christ can be conceived as recapitulatio be- 
cause God the Redeemer is identical with God the Creator; 
and Christ consequently brings about a final condition which 
existed from the beginning in God's plan, but could not be 
immediately realised in consequence of the entrance of sin. It 

are amalgamated with the Gnosis of the incarnation; see especially 18. 6, 7: 
w "Hv««v oZv rbv %v&phtov rfy @*#. Et yxp ftij UvQpuTOQ ivixqa-ev rtjv xvrhcxKov 
roG xvlpuieov, ovx xv $iitotfu$ evtxvt^m 6 e%bp6$. H&Xtv rs, el ftij 6 &eb$ e$apijo~xro 
Tfjv o-etriipfxv, ovx £v $t$*iuQ 'fo%0fiev xvrfv. Kxi et pij a-vvyvrnfa 6 avdpwxoe; r& &e$, ovx 
$v if$vy^S>j nera&%*w rifc x$bxpvix$. "E$st yxp rbv peo-fmv Geov re xxi xvdpairw 
Stx rfc tiixt; wpbG ixxrepovt; otxetSryrot; el$ <pi*Jxv xxi 6ft6votxv roiiQ xftQorepovs 
vvvxyxyetv xxi ©ff$ pev nxpxvrfyxi rbv 'dvQpwxov xv$puirot$ $e yvoapfoxt rbv 0e6v. 
Qua enim ratione filiorum adoptionis eius participes esse possemus, nisi per filium 
earn quae est ad ipsum recepissemus ab eo communionem, nisi verbum eius com- 
municasset nobis caro factum? Quapropter et per omnem venit aetatem, omnibus 
restituens earn quae est ad deum communionem." The Pauline ideas about sin, law, 
and bondage are incorporated by Irenaeus in what follows. The disquisitions in 
capp. 19—23 are dominated by the same fundamental idea. In cap. 19 Irenaeus 
turns to those who hold Jesus to be a mere man, " perseverantes in servitute pris- 
tinae inobedientiae moriuntur, nondum commixti verbo dei patris neque per filium 
percipientes libertatem . . . privantur munere eius, quod est vita aeterna : non Teci- 
pientes autem verbum incorruptionis perseverant in came mortali, et sunt debitores 
mortis, antidotum vitae non accipientes. Ad quos verbum ait, suum munus gratia? 
narrans: 'Eyb *Ira, vlot v^to-rov la-re *x\re$ xxt Uoi' v/ucZg $e «c x\bpwKot ano- 
bvfoxere. TxVrx Xeyet iepb% rov$ py $e%XfievovQ rijv iwpexv r%$ vfoUvixQ, *AA' 
xrifd.xX ovrxs rijv 9&pxu9tv rfc xxQxpfy yevvfoeen$ roG \6yov roG &eoG . . . E/$ roGro 
yxp 6 x6yo$ UvQpuiros et qui filius dei est filius hominis facrus est, Yvx 6 HvtipuToe 
rbv \6yov %vpfox$ xxt rijv vtoUvixv \x$kv vfbQ yevtirxt &eoG. Non enim poteramus 
aliter ineorruptelam et immortalitatem percipere, nisi adunati fuissemus incorruptelas et 
immortalitati. Quemadmodum autem adunari possumus incorruptelae et immortalitati, 
nisi prius incorruptela et immortalitas facta fuisset id quod et nos, ut absorberetur 
quod erat corruptibile ab incorruptela et quod erat mortale ab immortalitate, ut 
filiorum adoptionem perciperemus? " III. 21. 10: E< rofvvv 6 *p&roQ r A$xft *i9%e 
Txrepx 'dvQpajirov xxi ex o-Teppxros eyevv^h^ elxbq %v xxt rbv ievrepov 'A&lift Acys/v 
l| 'Iwif$ yeyevv^vhxt. E# le exetvo% ex yfc e A»fa0»f, yrkxa-rw H xvroG 6 &e6$ y Met 
xxi rbv xvxxe<p.x*xtovfievov etc xvrbv virb roG %eoG feeirXxa-fiivov Uvipwov ryv xvrifv 
exeivq rfc yevvfoeue *i%etv ipotfriirx. Eh ri oZv ir&ktv ovx 'ihxfie %oGv 6 &e6$, ^AA' 
ex Mxpfx$ ivYipyyos rtjv icK&vtv yevMxt\ "Ivx fit} «AA>f irhfots yevyrxt pyie xM.b 
rb o-u^6fievov \ *AA 9 xi>rb$ ixeTvoQ xvxxe^xXxt»h% rypovpevw rifc SpotfotrroG III. 
23. i : IV. 38: V. 36: IV. 20: V. 16, 19 — 21, 22. In working out this thought 
Irenseus verges here and there on soteriological naturalism (see especially the disqui- 
sitions regarding the salvation of Adam, opposed to Tatian's views, in III. 23). But 
he does not fall into this for two reasons. In the first place, as regards the history 
of Jesus, he has been taught by Paul not to stop at the incarnation, but to view 
the work of salvation as only completed by the sufferings and death of Christ 
(See II. 20. 3: "dominus per passionem mortem destruxit et solvit errorem cor- 
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is perhaps Irenaeus* highest merit, from a historical and ecclesi- 
astical point of view, to have worked out this thought in preg- 
nant fashion and with the simplest means, i.e., without the 
apparatus of the Gnostics, but rather by the aid of simple and 
essentially Biblical ideas. Moreover, a few decades later, he 
and Melito, an author unfortunately so little known to us, were 
already credited with this merit. For the author of the so-called 
44 Little Labyrinth" (Euseb., H. E. V. 28. 5) can indeed boast 
with regard to the works of Justin, Miltiades, Tatian, Clement, 
etc., that they declared Christ to be God, but then continues: 
Tx lupqvxiou re xxi Mehhuvoq kxi rav Koittuv rig xyvosl (3i(3kix, 
6eov kx) av6pu7rov KXTxyyaKXovrx rbv Xpurrov (" Who is ignorant of 
the books of Irenaeus, Melito, and the rest, which proclaim 
Christ to be God and man "). The progress in theological views 
is very precisely and appropriately expressed in these words. The 
Apologists also professed their belief in the full revelation of 
God upon earth, that is, in revelation as the teaching which 
necessarily leads to immortality; l but Irenaeus is the first to whom 
Jesus Christ, God and man, is the centre of history and faith. s 

ruptionemque exterminavit, et ignorantiam destruxit, vitam autem manifestavit et 
ostendit veritatem et incorruptionem donavit"; III. 16. 9 : III. 18. 1—7 and many 
other passages), that is, to regard Christ as having performed a work. Secondly, 
alongside of the deification of Adam's children, viewed as a mechanical result of 
the incarnation, he placed the other (apologetic) thought, viz., that Christ, as the 
teacher, imparts complete knowledge, that he has restored, /.*., strengthened the 
freedom of man, and that redemption (by which he means fellowship with God) 
therefore takes place only in the case of those children of Adam that acknowledge 
the. truth proclaimed by Christ and imitate the Redeemer in a holy life (V. 1. 1.: 
"Non enim aliter nos discere poteramus quae sunt dei, nisi magister noster, verbum 
exsistens, homo factus fuisset. Neque enim alius poterat enarrare nobis, quae sunt 
patris, nisi proprium ipsius verbum . . .. Neque rursus nos aliter discere poteramus, 
nisi magistrum nostrum videntes et per auditum nostrum vocem eius percipientes, 
ut imitatores quidem operum,factores autem sermonum eius facti, communionemhabe- 
amus cum ipso", and many other passages. We find a combined formula in III. 5. 3 : 
"Christus libertatem hominibus restauravit et attribuit incorruptelae haereditatem." 

1 Theophilus also did not see further, see Wendt, I.e., 17 fF. 

8 Melito's teaching must have been similar. In a fragment attributed to him 
(see my Texte und" Untersuchungen I. 1, 2 p. 255 fF.) we even find the expression 
"4/ Mo oixrixi Xpio-roC". The genuineness of the fragment is indeed disputed, but, 
as I think, without grounds. It is certainly remarkable that the formula is not 
found in Irenaeus (see details below). The first Syriac fragment (Otto IX. p. 419) 
.shows that Melito also views redemption as reunion through Christ. 
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Following the method of Valentinus, he succeeded in sketching 
a history of salvation, the gradual realising of the otovopix 
®£ou culminating in the deification of believing humanity, but 
here he always managed to keep his language essentially within 
the limits of the Biblical. The various acting aeons of the 
Gnostics became to him different stages in the saving work of 
the one Creator and his Logos. His system seemed to have 
absorbed the rationalism of the Apologists and the intel- 
ligible simplicity of their moral theology, just as much as it 
did the Gnostic dualism with its particoloured mythology. 
Revelation . had become history, the history of salvation ; and 
dogmatics had in a certain fashion become a way of looking 
at history, the knowledge of God's ways of salvation that lead 
historically to an appointed goal. l 

But, as this realistic, quasi-historical view of the subject was 
by no means completely worked out by Irenaeus himself, since 
the theory of human freedom did not admit of its logical 
development, and since the New Testament also pointed in other 
directions, it did not yet become the predominating one even 
in the third century, nor was it consistently carried out by any 
one teacher. The two conceptions opposed to it, that of the 
early Christian eschatology and the rationalistic one, were still 
in vogue. The two latter were closely connected in the third 
century, especially in the West, whilst the mystic and realistic 
view was almost completely lacking there. In this respect 
Tertullian adopted but little from Irenaeus. Hippolytus also 
lagged behind him. Teachers like Commodian, Arnobius, and 
Lactantius, however, wrote as if there had been no Gnostic 
movement at all, and as if no Antignostic Church theology 
existed. The immediate result of the work carried on by Ire- 
naeus and the Antignostic teachers in the Church consisted in 
the fixing of tradition and in the intelligent treatment of indi- 
vidual doctrines, which gradually became established. The most 

1 The conception of the stage by stage development of the economy of God 
and the corresponding idea of kt several covenants" (I. 10. 3 : III. 11 — 15 and else- 
where) denote a very considerable advance, which the Church teachers owe to the 
controversy with Gnosticism, or to the example of the Gnostics. In this case the 
origin of the idea is quite plain. For details see below. 
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important will be set forth in what follows. On the most vital 
point, the introduction of the philosophical Christology into the 
Church's rule of faith, see Chapter 7. 

The manner in which Irenaeus undertook his great task of 
expounding and defending orthodox Christianity in opposition 
to the Gnostic form was already a prediction of the future. 
The oldest Christian motives and hopes; the letter of both 
Testaments, including even Pauline thoughts; moralistic and 
philosophical elements, the result of the Apologists' labours; 
and realistic and mystical features balance each other in his 
treatment. He glides over from the one to the other; limits 
the one by the other; plays off Scripture against reason, tradi- 
tion against the obscurity of the Scriptures; and combats fan- 
tastic speculation by an appeal sometimes to reason, sometimes 
to the limits of human knowledge. Behind all this and domin- 
ating everything, we find his firm belief in the bestowal of 
divine incorruptibility on believers through the work of the 
God-man. This eclectic method did not arise from shrewd cal- 
culation. It was equally the result of a rare capacity for ap- 
propriating the feelings and ideas of others, combined with the 
conservative instincts that guided the great teacher, and the 
consequence of a happy blindness to the gulf which lay be- 
tween the Christian tradition and the world of ideas prevailing 
at that time. Still unconscious of the greatest problem, Irenaeus 
with inward sincerity sketched out that future dogmatic method 
according to which the theology compiled by an eclectic pro- 
cess is to be nothing else than the simple faith itself, this being 
merely illustrated and explained, developed and by that very 
process established, as far as "stands in the Holy Scripture", 
and — let us add — as far as reason requires. But Irenaeus was 
already obliged to decline answering the question as to how 
far unexplained faith can be sufficient for most Christians, though 
nothing but this explanation can solve the great problems, "why 
more covenants than one were given to mankind, what was the 
character of each covenant, why God shut up every man unto 
unbelief, why the Word became flesh and suffered, why the 
advent of the Son of God only took place in the last times etc." 
(I. 10. 3). The relation of faith and theological Gnosis was 
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fixed by Irenaeus to the effect that the latter is simply a con- 
tinuation of the former. 1 At the same time, however, he did 
not clearly show how the collection of historical statements found 
in the confession can of itself guarantee a sufficient and ten- 
able knowledge of Christianity. Here the speculative theories 
are as a matter of fact quite imbedded in the historical propo- 
sitions of tradition. Will these obscurities remain when once 
the Church is forced to compete in its theological system with 
the whole philosophical science of the Greeks, or may it be 
expected that, instead of this system of eclecticism and com- 
promise, a method will find acceptance which, distinguishing 
between faith and theology, will interpret in a new and specu- 
lative sense the whole complex of tradition ? Irenaeus* process 
has at least this one advantage over the other method : accord- 
ing to it everything can be reckoned part of the faith, provid- 
ing it bears the stamp of truth, without the faith seeming to 
alter its nature. It is incorporated in the theology of facts 
which the faith here appears to be. s The latter, however, im- 
perceptibly becomes a revealed system of doctrine and history; 
and though Irenaeus himself always seeks to refer everything 
again to the "simple faith " (^;A^ tt/Vt/s), and to believing sim- 
plicity , that is, to the belief in the Creator and the Son of God 
who became man, yet it was not in his power to stop the 
development destined to transform the faith into knowledge of 
a theological system. The pronounced hellenising of the Gospel, 

1 It would seem from some passages as if faith and theological knowledge were 
according to Irenaeus simply related as the "is" and the "why". As a matter of 
fact, he did express himself so without being really able to maintain the relation- 
ship thus fixed; for faith itself must also to some extent include a knowledge of 
the reason and aim of God's ways of salvation. Faith and theological knowledge 
are therefore, after all, closely interwoven with each other. Irenaeus merely sought 
for a clear distinction, but it was impossible for him to find it in his way. The 
truth rather is that the same man, who, in opposition to heresy, condemned an 
exaggerated estimate of theoretical knowledge, contributed a great deal to the 
transformation of that faith into a monistic speculation. 

2 See I. 10. 2: Kxi olirs 6 irfov $vvoerh$ Iv *6yta r&v iv reu$ ixKXy<riou$ Tpotr- 
r«T»v 'irtp* rovruv (scil. than the regula fidei) ipe~r ovists ykp vxgp rbv $i$foK*Aor 
o\irs 6 &r$evti$ iv r$ Adytp \xaerr&9U tjjv irecp&oa-tv. M/Sc yotp **' T$fC avrfJCT/V- 
rg«? oHvniQ oVrt 6 woAv T§pt avrfa dvvtipevo; f/Ve/y hirAto'vxg'ev, otirt 6 re hxiyov 
t}Aarrlytf0-f. 
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brought about by the Gnostic systems, was averted by Irenaeus 
and the later ecclesiastical teachers by preserving a great portion 
of the early Christian tradition, partly as regards its letter, partly 
as regards its spirit, and thus rescuing it for the future. But 
the price of this preservation was the adoption of a series of 
" Gnostic " formulae. Churchmen, though with hesitation, adopted 
the adversary's way of looking at things, and necessarily did 
so, because as they became ever further and further removed 
from the early-Christian feelings and thoughts, they had always 
more and more lost every other point of view. The old Catholic 
Fathers permanently settled a great part of early tradition for 
Christendom, but at the same time promoted the gradual hellen- 
ising of Christianity. 

2. The Doctrines of the Church, 

In the following section we do not intend to give a present- 
ation of the theology of Irenaeus and the other Antignostic 
Church teachers, but merely to set forth those points of doctrine 
to which the teachings of these men gave currency in succeed- 
ing times. 

Against the Gnostic theses l Irenaeus and his successors, apart 
from the proof from prescription, adduced the following intrin- 
sic considerations: (1) In the case of the Gnostics and Marcion 
the Deity lacks absoluteness, because he does not embrace 
everything, that is, he is bounded by the kenoma or by the 
sphere of a second God; and also because his omnipresence, 
omniscience, and omnipotence have a corresponding limitation. * 
(2) The assumption of divine emanations and of a differentiated 

1 See Bohringer's careful reviews of the theology of Irenaeus and Tertullian 
(Kirchengeschichte in Biographien, Vol. I. 1st section, 1st half (2nd ed.), pp.378 — 612, 
2nd half, pp. 484—739). 

3 To the proof from prescription belong the arguments* derived from the novelty 
and contradictory multiplicity of the Gnostic doctrines as well as the proofs that 
Greek philosophy is the original source of heresy. See Iren. II. 14. 1 — 6; Tertull. 
de praescr. 7; Apolog. 47 and other places; the Philosophoumena of Hippolytus. 
On Irenaeus' criticism of Gnostic theology see Kunze, Gotteslehre des Irenaus, 
Leipzig, 1 89 1, p. 8 ff. 
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divine pleroma represents the Deity as a composite, i.e., l finite 
being ; and, moreover, the personification of the divine qualities 
is a mythological freak, the folly of which is evident as soon 
as one also makes the attempt to personify the affections and 
qualities of man in a similar way. 2 (3) The attempt to make out 
conditions existing within the Godhead is in itself absurd and 
audacious. 3 (4) The theory of the passion and ignorance of 
Sophia introduces sin into the pleroma itself, i.e., into the God- 
head. 4 With this the weightiest argument against the Gnostic 
cosmogony is already mentioned. A further argument against 
the system is that the world and mankind would have been 
incapable of improvement, if they had owed their origin to 
ignorance and sin. 5 Irenaeus and Tertullian employ lengthy 
arguments to show that a God who has created nothing is in- 

1 See Irenaeus II. 1. 2 — 4: II. 31. 1. Tertull., adv. Marc. I. 2 — 7. Tertullian 
proves that there can be neither two morally similar, nor two morally dissimilar 
Deities; see also I. 15. 

2 See Irenaeus II. 13. Tertullian (ad Valent. 4) very appropriately defined the 
aeons of Ptolemy as u personales substantias extra deum determinatas, quas Valen- 
tinus in ipsa summa divinitatis ut sensus et affectus motus incluserat." 

3 See Irenaeus, l.c, and elsewhere in the 2nd Book, Tertull. adv. Valent. 
in several passages. Moreover, Irenaeus still treated the first 8 Ptolemaic aeons with 
more respect than the 22 following, because here at least there was some appear- 
ance of a Biblical foundation. In confuting the doctrine of aeons he incidentally 
raised several questions (II. 17. 2), which Church theologians discussed in later 
times, with reference to the Son and Spirit. "Quaeritur quemadmodum emissi 
sunt reliqui aeones? Utrum uniti ei qui emiserit, quemadmodum a sole radii, an 
efficabiliter et partiliter, uti sit unusquisque eorum separatim et suam figurationem 
habens, quemadmodum ab homine homo . . . Aut secundum germinationem, quem- 
admodum ab arbore rami? Et utrum eiusdem substantias exsistebant his qui se 
emiserunt, an ex altera quadam substantia substantiam habentes? Et utrum in eodem 
emissi sunt, ut eiusdem temporis essent sibi ? . . . Et utrum simplices quidam et 
uniformes et undique sibi aequales et similes, quemadmodum spiritus et lumina 
emissa sunt, an compositi et differentes"? See also II. 17. 4: "Si autem velut a 
lumine lumina accensa sunt . . . velut verbi gratia a facula faculae, generatione 
quidem et magnitudine fortasse distabunt ab invicem; eiusdem autem substantia? cum 
siut cum principe emissionis ipsorum, aut omnes impassibiles perse verant aut et 
pater ipsorum participant passiones. Neque enim quae postea accensa est facula, 
alterum lumen habebit quam illud quod ante earn fuit." Here we have already a 
statement of the logical reasons, which in later times were urged against the Arian 
doctrine. 

4 See Iren. II. 17. 5 and II. 18. 
6 See Iren. II. 4. 2. 



Digitized by CjOOQlC 



Chap, v.] IRENiEUS AND CONTEMPORARIES 249 

conceivable, and that a Demiurge occupying a position along- 
side of or below the Supreme Being is self-contradictory, inas- 
much as he sometimes appears higher than this Supreme Being, 
and sometimes so weak and limited that one can no longer 
look on him as a God. l The Fathers everywhere argue on 
behalf of the Gnostic Demiurge and against the Gnostic supreme 
God. It never occurs to them to proceed in the opposite way 
and prove that the supreme God may be the Creator. All 
their efforts are rather directed to show that the Creator of the 
world is the only and supreme God, and that there can be 
no other above this one. This attitude of the Fathers is char- 
acteristic; for it proves that the apologetico-philosophical theol- 
ogy was their fundamental assumption. The Gnostic (Marcionite) 
supreme God is the God of religion, the God of redemption; 
the Demiurge is the being required to explain the world. The 
intervention of the Fathers on his behalf, that is, their assuming 
him as the basis of their arguments, reveals what was fund- 
amental and what was accidental in their religious teaching. 
At the same time, however, it shows plainly that they did not 
understand or did not feel the fundamental problem that troubled 
and perplexed the Gnostics and Marcion, viz., the qualitative 
distinction between the spheres of creation and redemption. 
They think they have sufficiently explained this distinction by 
the doctrine of human freedom and its consequences. Accord- 
ingly their whole mode of argument against the Gnostics and 
Marcion is, in point of content, of an abstract, philosophico- 

1 Tertullian in particular argued in great detail (adv. Marc. I. 9 — 19) that every 
God must, above all, have revealed himself as a creator. In opposition to Marcion's 
rejection of all natural theology, he represents this science as the foundation of all 
religious belief. In this connection he eulogised the created world (I. 13) and at 
the same time (see also the 2nd Book) argued in favour of the Demiurge, /.*., of 
the one true God. Irenceus urged a series of acute and weighty objections to the 
cosmogony of the Valentinians (see II. 1 — 5), and showed how untenable was the 
idea of the Demiurge as an intermediate being. The doctrines that the Supreme 
Being is unknown (II. 6), that the Demiurge is the blind instrument of higher aeons, 
that the world was created against *he will of the Supreme God, and, lastly, that 
our world is the imperfect copy of a higher one were also opposed by him with 
rational arguments. His refutation of the last conception is specially remarkable 
(II. 7). On the idea that God did not create the world from eternal matter see 
Tertull., adv. Hermog. 
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rational kind. l As a rule they do not here carry on their 
controversy with the aid of reasons taken from the deeper views 
of religion. As soon as the rational argument fails, however, 
there is really an entire end to the refutation from inner grounds, 
at least in the case of Tertullian ; and the contest is shifted into 
the sphere of the rule of faith and the Holy Scriptures. Hence, 
for example, they have not succeeded in making much impression 
on the heretical Christology from dogmatic considerations, though 
in this respect Irenaeus was still very much more successful than 
Tertullian. 3 Besides, in adv. Marc. II. 27, the latter betrayed 
what interest he took in the preexistent Christ as distinguished 
from God the Father. It is not expedient to separate the argu- 
ments advanced by the Fathers against the Gnostics from their 
own positive teachings, for these are throughout dependent 
on their peculiar attitude within the sphere of Scripture and 
tradition. 

Irenaeus and Hippolytus have been rightly named Scripture 
theologians; but it is a strange infatuation to think that this 
designation characterises them as evangelical. If indeed we here 
understand " evangelical " in the vulgar sense, the term may 
be correct, only in this case it means exactly the same as 
" Catholic ". But if "evangelical" signifies " early-Christian f \ 
then it must be said that Scripture theology was not the pri- 
mary means of preserving the ideas of primitive Christianity ; for, 
as the New Testament Scriptures were also regarded as inspired 
documents and were to be interpreted according to the regula. 
their content was just for that reason apt to be obscured. Both 
Marcion and the chiefs of the Valentinian school had also been 
Scripture theologians. Irenaeus and Hippolytus merely followed 
them. Now it is true that they very decidedly argued against 
the arbitrary method of interpreting the Scriptures adopted by 
Valentinus, and compared it to the process of forming the mosaic pic- 

1 But this very method of argument was without doubt specially impressive in 
the case of the educated, and it is these alone of whom we are here speaking. 
On the decay of Gnosticism after the. end of the 2nd century, see Renan, Origines, 
Vol. VII., p. 113 ff. 

8 See his arguments that the Gnostics merely assert that they have only one 
Christ, whereas they actually possess several, III. 16. 1, 8 and elsewhere. 
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tureof a kinginto the mosaic picture of a fox, and the poems of Homer 
into any others one might choose ; l but they just as decidedly protest- 
ed against the rejection by Apelles and Marcion of the allegorical 
method of interpretation, 2 and therefore were not abletosetupa 
canon really capable of distinguishing their own interpretation from 
that of the Gnostics. 3 The Scripture theology of the old Catho- 
lic Fathers has a twofold aspect. The religion of the Scripture 
is no longer the original form; it is the mediated, scientific 
one to be constructed by a learned process; it is, on its part, 
the strongest symptom of the secularisation that has begun. In 
a word, it is the religion of the school, first the Gnostic then 
the ecclesiastical. But it may, on the other hand, be a whole- 
some reaction against enthusiastic excess and moralistic frigidity; 
and the correct sense of the letter will from the first obtain 
imperceptible recognition in opposition to the " spirit " arbitra- 
rily read into it, and at length banish this "spirit" completely. 
Irenaeus certainly tried to mark off the Church use of the Scriptures 
as distinguished from the Gnostic practice. He rejects the ac- 
commodation theory of which some Gnostics availed themselves ; 4 
he emphasises more strongly than these the absolute sufficiency 
of the Scriptures by repudiating all esoteric doctrines; 5 he re- 
jects all distinction between different kinds of inspiration in the 
sacred books ; 6 he lays down the maxim that the obscure pas- 

1 See Iren., I. 9 and elsewhere; Tertull., de praescr. 39, adv. Valent. passim. 

2 See Tertull., adv. Marc. II. 19, 21, 22 : III. 5, 6, 14, "19: V. 1.; Orig. Comm. 
in Matth., T. XV. 3, Opp. III., p. 655: Comm. in ep. ad Rom., T. II. I2.0pp. IV., 
p. 494 sq.; Pseudo-Orig. Adamantius, De recta in deum fide; Orig. I. pp. 808, 817. 

8 For this reason Tertullian altogether forbade exegetic disputes with the Gnostics, 
see de praescr. 16 — 19: u Ego non ad scripturas provocandum est nee in his con- 
stitueodum certamen, in quibus aut nulla aut incerta victoria est aut parum certa." 

4 See Iren., III. 5. 1 : III. 12. 6. 

* See Iren., III. 14. 2: III. 15. 1 ; Tertull., de praescr. 25: "Scripturae quidem 
perfectae sunt, quippe a verbo dei et spiritu eius dictae, nos autem secundum quod 
minores sumus et novissimi a verbo dei et spiritu eius, secundum hoc et scientia 
mysteriorum eius indigemus." 

6 See Iren. II. 35. 2 : IV. 34, 35 and elsewhere. Irenaeus also asserted that the 
translation of the Septuagint (III. 21. 4) was inspired. The repudiation of different 
kinds of inspiration in the Scriptures likewise involved the rejection of all the 
critical views of the Gnostics that were concealed behind that assumption. The 
Alexandrians were the first who again to some extent adopted these critical principles. 
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sages are to be interpreted from the clear ones, not vice versa ; l 
but this principle being in itself ambiguous, it is rendered quite 
unequivocal by the injunction to interpret everything accord- 
ing to the rule of faith 2 and, in the case of all objectionable 
passages, to seek the type. 3 Not only did Irenaeus explain 
the Old Testament allegorically, in accordance with traditional 
usage ; 4 but according to the principle : " with God there is 
nothing without purpose or due signification " ("nihil vacuum 
neque sine signo apud deum") (IV. 21. 3), he was also the 
first to apply the scientific and mystical explanation to the 
New Testament, and was consequently obliged to adopt the 
Gnostic exegesis, which was imperative as soon as the apostolic 
writings were viewed as a New Testament. He regards the 
fact of Jesus handing round food to those lying at table as 
signifying that Christ also bestows life on the long dead gen- 
erations ; 5 and, in the parable of the Samaritan, he interprets 
the host as the Spirit and the two denarii as the Father and 
Son. 8 To Irenaeus and also to Tertullian and Hippolytus all 
numbers, incidental circumstances, etc., in the Holy Scriptures 
are virtually as significant as they are to the Gnostics, and 
hence the only question is what hidden meaning we are to give 
to them. " Gnosticism " is therefore here adopted by the 
ecclesiastical teachers in its full extent, proving that this " Gnos- 
ticism " is nothing else than the learned construction of religion 
with the scientific means of those days. As soon as Church- 
men were forced to bring forward their proofs and proceed to 
put the same questions as the "Gnostics", they were obliged 
to work by their method. Allegory, however, was required in 

1 See Iren. II. 10. 1 : II. 27. 1, 2. 

2 See Iren. II. 25. 1. 

3 Irenaeus appropriates the words of an Asia Minor presbyter when he says 
(IV. 31. 1): De his quidem delictis, de qui bus ipsse scripturse increpant patriarchas 
et prophetas, nos non oportere exprobare eis . . . de quibus autem scripturse non 
increpant (scil. delictis). sed simpliciter sunt positse, nos non debere fieri accusatores, 
sed typum quaerere." 

4 See, *.£•., IV. 20. 12 where he declares the three spies whom Rahab entertained 
to be Father, Son, and Spirit. 

* See Iren. IV. 22. 1. 
8 See Iren. III. 17. 3. 
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i 
order to establish the continuity of the tradition from Adam 
down to the present time — not merely down to Christ — against 
the attacks of the Gnostics and Marcion. By establishing this 
continuity a historical truth was really also preserved. For the 
rest, the disquisitions of Irenaeus, Tertullian, and Hippolytus 
were to such an extent borrowed from their opponents that 
there is scarcely a problem that they propounded and discussed 
as the result of their own thirst for knowledge. This fact not 
only preserved to their works an early-Christian character as 
compared with those of the Alexandrians, but also explains 
why they frequently stop in their positive teachings, when they 
believe they have confuted their adversaries. Thus we find 
neither in Irenaeus nor Tertullian a discussion of the relation 
of the Scriptures to the rule of faith. From the way in which 
they appeal to both we can deduce a series of important pro- 
blems, which, however, the Fathers themselves did not formulate 
and consequently did not answer. l 

The doctrine of God was fixed by the old Catholic Fathers for 
the Christendom of succeeding centuries, and in fact both the 
methodic directions for forming the idea of God and their results 
remained unchanged. With respect to the former they occupy 
a middle position between the renunciation of all knowledge — 
for God is not abyss and silence — and the attempt to fathom 
the depths of the Godhead. 2 Tertullian, influenced by the Stoics, 
strongly emphasised the possibility of attaining a knowledge of 
God. Irenaeus, following out an idea which seems to anticipate 
the mysticism of later theologians, made love a prelimin- 
ary condition of knowledge and plainly acknowledged it as 
the principle of knowledge. 3 God can be known from revel- 

1 Justin had already noted certain peculiarities of the Holy Scriptures as distin- 
guished from profane writings. Tertullian speaks of two proprieties iudaica literatures 
in adv. Marc. III. 5. 6. But the Alexandrians were the first to propound any kind 
of complete theories of inspiration. 

* See above p. 233, note 2, Kunze, Lc. 

* See Iren., II. 26. I, 13. 4: "Sic et in reliquis omnibus nulli similis exit omnium 
pater hominum pusillitati: et dicitur quidem secundum hsec propter delectionem, 
sentitur autem super hsec secundum magnitudinem." Irenaeus expressly says that 
God cannot be known as regards his greatness, *'.*., absolutely, but that he can be 
known as regards his love, IV. 20. 1 : "Igitur secundum magnitudem non est 
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ation, l because he has really revealed himself, that is, both by 
the creation and the word of revelation. Irenaeus also taught 
that a sufficient knowledge of God, as the creator and guide, 
can be obtained trom the creation, and indeed this knowledge 
always continues, so that all men are without excuse. * In this 
case the prophets, the Lord himself, the Apostles, and the 
Church teach no more and nothing else than what must be 
already plain to the natural consciousness. Irenaeus certainly 
did not succeed in reconciling this proposition with his former 
assertion that the knowledge of God springs from love resting 
on revelation. Irenaeus also starts, as Apologist and Antignostic, 
with the God who is the First Cause. Every God who is not that 
is a phantom; 3 and every sublime religious state of mind which 

cognoscere deum, impossibile est enim mensurari patrem; secundum autem dilect- 
ionem eius — haec est enim quae nos per verbum eius perducit ad deum — obedientes 
ei semper discimus quoniam est tantus deus etc."; in IV. 20. 4 the knowledge of 
God "secundum dilectionem" is more closely denned by the words "per verbum 
eius Iesum Christum." The statements in §§ 5 and 6 are, however, specially import- 
ant: they who are pure in heart will see God. God's omnipotence and goodness 
remove the impossibility of man knowing him. Man comes to know him gradually, 
in proportion as he is revealed and through love, until he beholds him in a state 
of perfection. He must be in God in order to know God : Mo-irsp of (iAeirovrte rb 
<P&$ svr6$ slo-i rov (pearot; xxt rfa AxptrpdrtfroQ xvrov fieri xovo-iv, oVrce$ of 0A«- 
ieovrt$ rbv Qsbv evr6$ sio-t rov SsoV, fierex ovrg $ xvroO r%$ XxpTp6riiroQ. Kxi $ia 
rovro 6 x%wp^ro^ xxt xxxrfaiiirro$ xxt x6pxro$ Spupevov ixvrbv . . . ro7e irto-rolq 
fxpfoxtv* ft* £«0?r0/ij0-p rov$ %wpovvrx$ xxt fiXeicovrxQ xvrbv $tx xforews. See 
also what follows down to the words: perox*l &sov eo-rt rb ytvuvxetv Gtbv xm 
xiroAxvetv rijQ %py9r6rifro$ xvroV t et homines igitur videbunt deum, ut vivant, per 
visionem immortales facti et pertingentes usque in deum. Sentences of this kind 
where rationalism is neutralised by mysticism we seek for in Tertullian in vain. 

1 See Iren., IV. 6. 4: 'E*7$*?fv fy*£$ xvptoq, art &sbv tftivxt ovtstq tevxrxi, pit 
ov%t &soG SiSx^xvroG, rovrivriv> 'xvtv ©eoC pij ytvotto-xeo-Qxt rbv %e6v xhrb $t rb 
ytvurxeo-Qxt rbv &ebv hihvipx ttvxt rov fexrp6^ Tv&o-ovrxt yxp xvrbv olt; xv inco- 
xxKv^iq 6 vf6$. 

* Iren. II. 6. I, 9. 1, 27. 2 : HI. 25. 1 : a Pro videntiam habet deus omnium propter 
hoc et consilium dat : consilium autem dans adest his, qui morum providentiam 
habent Necesse est igitur ea quae providentur et gubernantur cognoscere suum 
directorem; quae quidem non sunt irrationalia neque vana, sed habent sensibilitatem 
perceptam de providentia dei. Et propter hoc ethnicorum quidam, qui minus ille- 
cebris ac voluptatibus senrierunt, et non in tantum superstitione idoloram coabducti 
sunt, providentia eius moti licet tenuiter, tamen conversi sunt, ut dicerent fabricatorem 
huius universitatis patrem omnium providentem et disponentem secundum nos mundum." 
TertulL, de testim. animae; Apolog. 17. 

3 See Iren., IV. 6. 2 ; Tertull., adv. Marc. I, II. 



Digitized by CjOOQlC 



Chap, v.] IREN/EUS AND CONTEMPORARIES' 255 

does not include the feeling of dependence upon God as the 
Creator is a deception. It is the extremest blasphemy to de- 
grade God the Creator, and it is the most frightful machination 
of the devil that has produced the blasphemia creatorts. l Like 
the Apologists, the early Catholic Fathers confess that the 
doctrine of God the Creator is the first and most important of 
the main articles of Christian faith ; 2 the belief in his oneness 
as well as his absoluteness is the main point. s God is all light, 
all understanding, all Logos, all active spirit ; 4 everything an- 
thropopathic and anthropomorphic is to be conceived as in- 
compatible with his nature. 8 The early-Catholic doctrine of 
God shows an advance beyond that of the Apologists, in so 
far as God's attributes of goodness and righteousness are ex- 
pressly discussed, and it is proved in opposition to Marcion that 

1 See Iren., V. 26. 2. 

2 See Iren., II. 1. 1 and the Hymn II. 30. 9. 

3 See Iren., III. 8. 3. Very pregnant are Irenaeus' utterances in II. 34. 4 and 
II. 30. 9: "Principari enim debet in omnibus et dominari voluntas dei, reliqua 
autem omnia huic cedere et subdrta esse et in servitium dedita "... w substantia 
omnium voluntas dei;" see also the fragment V. in Harvey, Iren., Opp. II. p. 477 sq. 
Because everything originates with God and the existence of eternal metaphysical 
contrasts is therefore impossible the following proposition (IV. 2, 4), which is proved 
from the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, holds good: " ex una substantia esse 
omnia, id est Abraham et Moysem et prophetas, etiam ipsum dominum." 

4 See Iren. II. 28. 4, 5: IV. 11. 2. 

5 Tertullian also makes the same demand (*.£•., adv. Marc. II. 27); for his asser- 
tion "deum corpus esse" (adv. Prax. 7: "Quis enim negabit, deum corpus esse, 
etsi deus spiritus est? spiritus enim corpus sui generis in sua effigie") must be 
compared with his realistic doctrine of the soul (de anima 6) as well as with the 
proposition formulated in de carne 11: "omne quod est, corpus est sui generis; nihil 
est incorporate, nisi quod non est." Tertullian here followed a principle of Stoio 
philosophy, and in this case by no means wished to teach that the Deity has a 
human form, since he recognised that man's likeness to God consists merely in 
his spiritual qualities. On the contrary Melito ascribed to God a corporeal existence 
of a higher type (Eusebius mentions a work of this bishop under the title "6 iFtpt 
hvo-oopdtTov €>toV A6yoq y \ and Origen reckoned him among the teachers who recognised 
that man had also a likeness to God in form (in body); see my Texte und Unter- 
suchungen I* 1. 2, pp. 243, 248. In the second century the realistic eschatological 
ideas no doubt continued to foster in wide circles the popular idea that God had 
a form and a kind of corporeal existence. A middle position between these ideas 
and that of Tertullian and the Stoics seems to have been taken up by Lactantius 
(Instit div. VII. 9, 21: de ira dei 2. 18.). 
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they are not mutually exclusive, but necessarily involve each 
other. l 

In the case of the Logos doctrine also, Tertullian and Hippo- 
lytus simply adopted and developed that of the Apologists, 
whilst Irenaeus struck out a path of his own. In the Apologeti- 
cum (c. 21) Tertullian set forth the Logos doctrine as laid down 
by Tatian, the only noteworthy difference between him and his 
predecessor consisting in the fact that the appearance of the 
Logos in Jesus Christ was the uniform aim of his presentation. 2 

1 See Iren., III. 25. 2; Tertull., adv. Marc. I. 23—28: II. 11 sq. Hippolytus 
briefly defined his doctrine of God in Phil. X. 32. The advance beyond the 
Apologists' idea of God consists not only in the thorough discussion of God's 
attributes of goodness and righteousness, but also in the view, which is now 
much more vigorously worked out, that the Almighty Creator has no other purpose 
in his world than the salvation of mankind. See the 10th Greek fragment of Iren- 
aeus (Harvey, II. p. 480); Tertull., de orat. 4: "Summa est voluntatis dei salus 
eorum, quos adoptavit" ; de paenit 2 : "Bonorum dei unus est titulus, salus hominum "' ; 
adv. Marc. II. 27: "Nihil tarn dignum deo quam salus hominis." They had here 
undeniably learned from Marcion; see adv. Marc. I. 17. In the first chapters of the 
work de orat, however, in which Tertullian expounds the Lord's Prayer, he succeeded 
in unfolding the meaning of the Gospel in a way such as was never possible for 
him elsewhere. The like remark may be made of Origen's work de orat, and, in 
general, in the case of most authors who interpreted the Lord's Prayer in the 
succeeding period. This prayer kept alive the knowledge of the deepest meaning 
of the Gospel. 

2 Apol. 21 : "Necesse et igitur pauca de Christo ut deo... Jam ediximus deum 
universitatem hanc mundi verbo et ratione et virtute molitum. Apud vestros quoque 
sapientes Atfycv, id est sermonem et rationem, constat artificem videri universitatis." 
(An appeal to Zeno and Cleanthes follows). " Et nos autem. sermoni atque ratioai 
itemque virtuti, per quae omnia molitum deum ediximus, propriam substantiam spi- 
ritum inscribimus, cui et sermo insit pronuntianti et ratio adsit disponenti et virtus 
praesit perficienti. Hunc ex deo prolatum didicimus et prolatione generatum et id- 
circo filium dei et deum dictum ex unitate substantias, nam et deus spiritus (that 
is, the antemundane Logos is the Son of God). Et cum radius ex sole porrigitur, 
portio ex summa; sed sol erit in radio, quia solis est radius nee separator sub- 
stantia sed extenditur (cf. adv. Prax. 8). Ita de spiritu spiritus et deo deus ut lumen de 
lumine accensum. Manet integra et indefecta materiae matrix, etsi plures inde traduces 
qualitatis mutueris : ita et quod de deo profectum est, deus est et dei filius etunus 
ambo. Ita et de spiritu spiritus et de deo deus modulo alternum numerum, gradu 
non statu fecit, et a matrice non recessit sed excessit. Iste igitur dei radius, ut retro 
semper praedicabatur, delapsus in virginem quandam et in utero eius caro figuratus 
nascitur homo deo mixtus. Caro spiritu instructa nutritur, adolescit, adfatur, docet, 
operatur et Christus est." Tertullian adds: "Recipite interim hanc fabulam, similis 
est vestris." As a matter of fact the heathen must have viewed this statement as 
a philosophical speculation with a mythological conclusion. It is very instructive 
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He fully explained his Logos doctrine in his work against the 
Monarchian Praxeas. ! Here he created the formulae of succeed- 
ing orthodoxy by introducing the ideas " substance" and " person " 
/and by framing, despite of the most pronounced subordination- 
ism and a purely economical conception of the Trinity, defini- 
tions of the relations between the persons which could be fully 
\adopted in the Nicene creed. 2 Here also the philosophical and 
cosmological interest prevails ; the history of salvation appears 
only to be the continuation of that of the cosmos. This system is 
distinguished from Gnosticism by the history of redemption 
appearing as the natural continuation of the history of creation 
and not simply as its correction- The thought that the unity 
of the Godhead is shown in the una substantia and the una 
dominatio was worked out by Tertullian with admirable clear- 
ness. According to him the unfolding of this one substance 
into several heavenly embodiments, or the administration of the 
divine sovereignty by emanated persons cannot endanger the 

to ascertain that in Hippolytus' book against Noetus "the setting forth of the truth" 
(c. 10 ff.) he begins with the proposition: ®s6q IficvXyfy xdo-pov xr/a-ut. The Logos 
whose essence and working are described merely went forth to realise this intention. 

1 See Hagemann, Die romische Kirche (1864), p. 172 ff. 

2 See my detailed exposition of the orthodox side of Tertullian's doctrine of the 
Trinity ("orthodox" in the later sense of the word), in Vol. IV. There it is also 
shown that these formulae were due to Tertullian's juristic bias. The formulae, 
"una substantia, tres persona", never alternates in his case with the others, "una 
natura, tres persona" ; and so it remained for a long time in the West; they did not 
speak of "natures" but of "substances" ("nature" in this connection is very rare 
down to the 5th century). What makes this remarkable is the fact that Tertullian 
always uses "substance" in the concrete sense "individual substance " and has even 
expressed himself precisely on the point. He says in de anima 32: "aliud est 
substantia, aliud natura substantias; siquidem substantia propria est rei cuiusque, 
natura vero potest esse communis. Suscipe exemplum: substantia est lapis, ferrum; 
duritia lapidis et ferri natura substantiae est Duritia (natura) communicat, substantia 
discordat Mollitia lanae, mollitia plumae pariant naturalia eorum, substantiva non 
pariant ... Et tunc naturae similitudo notatur, cum substantiae dissimilitudo con- 
spicitur. Men and animals are similar natura, but not substantia." We see that 
Tertullian in so far as he designated Father, Son, and Spirit as one substance 

^expressed their unity as strongly as possible. The only idea intelligible to the 
majority was a juristic and political notion, viz., that the Father, who is the tota 
substantia, sends forth officials whom he entrusts with the administration of 
the monarchy. The legal fiction attached to the concept "person" aided in the 
matter here. 

17 



Digitized by CjOOQLC 



258 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. v. 

unity; the "arrangement of the unity when the unity evolves 
the trinity from itself" (" dispositio unitatis, quando unitas ex 
semetipsa [trinitatem] derivat") does not abolish the unity, and, 
moreover, the Son will some day subject himself to the Father, 
so that God will be all in all. l Here then the Gnostic doctrine 
i/of aeons is adopted in its complete form, and in fact Hippolytus, 
who in this respect agrees with Tertullian, has certified that the 
Valentinians "acknowledge that the one is the originator of 
all" ("tov hx opoKoyovviv xfoiov ruv 7txvtccv"), because with them 
also, "the whole goes back to one" ("to ttxv e\q %vx xvxTps%€i")? 
The only difference is that Tertullian and Hippolytus limit the 
"economy of God" (oMOvopix. rou Osou) to Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, while the Gnostics exceed this number. 3 Accord- 
ing to Tertullian " a rational conception of the Trinity consti- 
tutes truth, an irrational idea of the unity makes heresy" ("trini- 
tas rationaliter expensa veritatem constituit, unitas irrationaliter 
collecta haeresim facit") is already the watchword of the Christian 
dogmatic. Now what he considers a rational conception is keep- 
ing in view the different stages of God's economy, and distin- 
guishing between dispositio, distinctio, numerus on the one hand 
and divisio on the other. At the beginning God was alone, 
but ratio and sermo existed within him. In a certain sense then, 

v/ l See adv. Prax. 3: "Igitur si et monarchia divina per tot legiones et exercitus 
angelorum administrator, sicut scriptum est : Milies centies centena milia adsistebant 
ei, et milies centena milia apparebant ei, nee ideo unius esse desiit, ut desinat 
monarchia esse, quia per tanta milia virtutum procuratur: quale est ut deus divi- 
sionem et dispersionem pati videatur in filio et spiritu sancto, secundum et tertium 
sortitis locum, tarn consortibus substantias patris, quam non patitur in tot angelorum 
numero?" (! !) c. 4: "Videmus igitur non obesse monarchic filium, etsi hodie apud 
nlium est, quia et in suo statu est apud filium, et cum suo statu restituetur patri a 
filio." L.c: Monarchia in tot nominibus constituta est, in quot deus voluit." 

2 See Hippol., c. Noetum 11. According to these doctrines the unity is suf- 
ficiently preserved (1) if the separate persons have one and the same substance, (2) 
if there is one possessor of the whole substance, i.e., if everything proceeds from 
him. That this is a remnant of polytheism ought not to be disputed. 

8 Adv. Prax. 8 : " Hoc si qui putaverit, me wpo/3oA$ v aliquam introducere id est 
prolationem rei alterius ex altera, quod facit Valentinus, primo quidem dicam tibi, 
non ideo non utatur et Veritas vocabulo isto et re ac censu eius, quia et haeresis 
utitur; immo haeresis potius ex veritate accepit quod ad mendacium suum strueret " ; 
cf. also what follows. Thus far then theologians had got already : " The economy 
is founded on as many names as God willed" (c. 4). 
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he was never alone, for he thought and spoke inwardly. If even 
men can carry on conversations with themselves and make 
themselves objects of reflection, how much more is this possible 
with God. l But as yet he was the only person. 2 The moment, 
however, that he chose to reveal himself and sent forth from 
himself the word of creation, the Logos came into existence as 
a real being, before the world and for the sake of the world. 
For "that which proceeds from such a great substance and has 
created such substances cannot itself be devoid of substance." 
He is therefore to be conceived as permanently separate from 
God "secundus a deo consititutus, perseverans in sua forma"; 
but as unity of substance is to be preserved (" alius pater, 
alius filius, alius non aliud" — "ego et pater unum sumus ad 
substantice unitatem, non ad numeri singular itatem dictum est" — 
"tres unum sunt, non unus" — " the Father is one person and 
the Son is another, different persons not different things", "/ 
and the Father are one refers to unity of substance, not to 
singleness in number" — "the three are one thing not one per- 
son"), the Logos must be related to the Father as the ray to 
the sun, as the stream to the source, as the stem to the root 
(see also Hippolytus, c. Noetum 10). 3 For that very reason 
"Son" is the most suitable expression for the Logos that has 
emanated in this way {koctx iiepifryuov). Moreover, since he (as 
well as the Spirit) has the same substance as the Father ("unius 
substantia " = hiioovaioq) he has also the same power* as regards 
the world. He has all might in heaven and earth, and he has 
had it ab initio, from the very beginning of time. 5 On the 
'trther hand this same Son is only a part and offshoot; the 

y Father is the whole ; and in this the mystery of the economy 
consists. What the Son possesses has been given him by the 

^Father; the Father is therefore greater than the Son; the Son 

1 See adv. Prax. 5. 

2 Tertull., adv. Hermog. 3 : u fuit tempus, cum ei filius non fuit." 

3 Novatian (de trin. 23) distinguishes very decidedly between "factum esse" and 
"procedere". 

4 Adv. Prax. 2 : " Custodiatur olxovopfccG sacramentum, quae unitatem in trinitatem 
disponit, tres dirigens, tres autem non statu, sed gradu, nee substantia, sed forma, 
nee potestate, sed specie, unius autem substantia et unius status et potestatis." 

5 See the discussions adv. Prax. 16 if. 
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is subordinate to the Father. l " Pater tota substantia est, filius 
vero derivatio totius et portio". 2 This paradox is ultimately- 
based on a philosophical axiom of Tertullian : the whole fulness 
of the Godhead, z.e. f the Father, is incapable of entering into 
the finite, whence also he must always remain invisible, un- 
approachable, and incomprehensible. The Divine Being that 
appears and works on earth can never be anything but a part 
of the transcendent Deity. This Being must be a derived exist- 
ence, which has already in some fashion a finite element in 
itself, because it is the hypostatised Word of creation, which 
has an origin. 3 We would assert too much, were we to say 
that Tertullian meant that the Son was simply the world-thought 
itself; his insistance on the "unius substantiae" disproves this. 
But no doubt he regards the Son as the Deity depotentiated 
for the sake of self-communication; the Deity adapted to the 
world, whose sphere coincides witht he world-thought, and whose 
power is identical with that necessary for the world. From the. 
standpoint of humanity this Deity is God himself, i.e. 9 a God 
whom men can apprehend and who can apprehend them; but 
from God's standpoint, which speculation can fix but not fathom, 
this Deity is a subordinate, nay, even a temporary one. Ter- 
tullian and Hippolytus know as little of an immanent Trinity 

1 Tertull., adv. Marc. III. 6: "filius portio plenitudinis." In another passage 
Tertullian has ironically remarked in opposition to Marcion (IV. 39) : "NisiMarcion 
Christum non subiectum patri infert." 

* Adv. Prax. 9. 

3 See the whole 14th chap. adv. Prax. especially the words: "lam ergo alius 
erit qui videbatur, quia non potest idem invisibilis definiri qui videbatur, et conse- 
quens erit, ut invisibilem patrem intellegamus pro plenitudine maiestatis, visibilem 
vero filium agnoscamus pro modulo derivationis." One cannot look at the sun itself, 
but, "toleramus radium eius pro temperatura portionis, quae in terram inde porri- 
gitur." The chapter also shows how the Old Testament theophanies must have given 
an impetus to the distinction between the Deity as transcendent and the Deity as 
making himself visible. Adv. Marc. II. 27: Quaecunque exigitis deo digna, habe- 
buntur in patre invisibili incongressibilique et placido et, ut ita dixerim, philosophorum 
deo. Quaecunque autem ut indigna reprehenditis, deputabuntur in filio et viso et audito 
et congresso, arbitro patris et ministro, miscente in semetipso hominem et deum in 
virtutibus deum, in pusillitatibus hominem, ut tantum homini conferat quantum deo 
detrahit." In adv. Prax. 29 Tertullian showed in very precise terms that the Father 
is by nature impassible, but the Son is capable of suffering. Hippolytus does not 
share this opinion; to him the Logos in himself is likewise oivot^ (see c. Noetum 15 ).. 
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as the Apologists; the Trinity only appears such, because the 
unity of the substance is very vigorously emphasised; but in 
truth the Trinitarian process as in the case of the Gnostics, is 
simply the background of the process that produces the history 
of the world and of salvation. This is first of all shown by 
the fact that in course of the process of the world and of sal- 
vation the Son grows in his sonship, that is, goes through a 
finite process ; l and secondly by the fact that the Son himself 
will one day restore the monarchy to the Father. 2 These words 
no doubt are again spoken not from the standpoint of man, 
but from that of God; for so long as history lasts "the Son 
continues in his form." In its point of departure, its plan, and 
its details this whole exposition is not distinguished from the 
teachings of contemporaneous and subsequent Greek philoso- 
phers, 3 but merely differs in its aim. In itself absolutely unfitted 
to preserve the primitive Christian belief in God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, its importance consists in its identification 
of the historical Jesus with this Logos. By its aid Tertullian 
united the scientific, idealistic cosmology with the utterances of 
early Christian tradition about Jesus in such a way as to make 
the two, as it were* appear the totally dissimilar wings of one 
and the same building, 4 With peculiar versatility he contrived 
to make himself at home in both wings. 

1 According to Tertullian it is certainly an essential part of the Son's nature to 
appear, teach, and thus come into connection with men; but he neither asserted 
the necessity of the incarnation apart from the faulty development of mankind, nor 
can this view be inferred from his premises. 

2 See adv. Prax. 4. the only passage, however, containing this idea, which is 
derived from I Cor. XV. 

3 Cf. specially the attempts of Plotinus to reconcile the abstract unity which is 
conceived as the principle of the universe with the manifoldness and fulness of 
the real and the particular (Ennead. lib. III. — V.). Plotinus employs the subsidiary 
notion pepic^s in the same way as Tertullian; see Hagemann l.c. p. 186 f. Plotinus 
would have agreed with Tertullian's proposition in adv. Marc. III. i5:"Deinomen 
quasi naturale divinitatis potest in omnes communicari quibus divinitas vindicatur." 
Plotinus 7 idea of hypostasis is also important, and this notion requires exact examination. 

4 Following the baptismal confession, Tertullian merely treated the Holy Ghost 
according to the scheme of the Logos doctrine without any trace of independent 
interest. In accordance with this, however, the Spirit possesses hisown"numerus" 
— "tertium numen divinitatis et tertium nomen maiestatis", — and he is a person 
in the same sense as the Son, to whom, however, he is subordinate, for the sub- 
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It is essentially otherwise with the Logos doctrine of Irenaeus. ! 
Whereas Tertullian and Hippolytus developed their Logos doctrine 
without reference to the historical Jesus, the truth rather being that 
they simply add the incarnation to the already existing theory of the 
subject, there is no doubt that Irenaeus, as a rule, made Jesus Christ, 
whom he views as God and man, the starting-point of his 
speculation. Here he followed the Fourth Gospel and Ignatius. 
It is of Jesus that Irenaeus almost always thinks when he speaks 
of the Logos or of the Son of God ; and therefore he does not 
identify the divine element in Christ or Christ himself with the 
world idea or the creating Word or the Reason of God. 2 That 

ordination is a necessary result of his later origin. See cc. 2, 8 : " tertius est spiritus 
a deo et filio, sicut tertius a radice fructus a frutice, et tertius a fonte rivus a flumine 
et tertius a sole apex ex radio. Nihil tamen a matrice alienatur a qua proprietates 
suas ducit. Ita trinitas per consertos et connexos gradus a patre decurrens et monar- 
chic nihil obstrepit et o1kovo{j./xq statu m protegit"; de pudic. 21. In de pnescr. 13 
the Spirit in relation to the Son is called "vicaria vis". The element of personality 
in the Spirit is with Tertullian merely a result arising from logical deduction ; see 
his successor Novatian de trin. 29. Hippolytus did not attribute personality to the 
Spirit, for he says (adv. Noet. 14): (( Evx ®e ov ep£, *p6vwxot l\ Mo, olxovofiiaL $$ rpir^v 
rvjv X&P lv r °V xytov irvsvpaero? netrvip fjukv yxp fig, icp6vwxoL $1 $vo, tin kou 6 viqq, 
rb Ji rpfrov rb aiytov TveCfJLX. In his Logos doctrine apart from the express emphasis 
he lays on the creatureliness of the Logos (see Philos. X. 33 : E# yxp %t6v vt tyetyrt 
Trotfrxi 6 ®e6$, tdvvxro- '£%ei$ roV x6yov rb Txp&ieiyfix) he quite agrees with Ter- 
tullian. See ibid.; here the Logos is called before his coming forth <c «v$«W*ro$ 
roV Tavrbc Xoyivv.6$"\ he is produced ex. r&v '<Jvt«v, i.e., from the Father who 
then alone existed; his essence is "that he bears in himself the will of him who 
has begotten him" or " that he comprehends in himself the ideas previously conceived 
by and resting in the Father." Cyprian in no part of his writings took occasion 
to set forth the Logos doctrine in a didactic way; he simply kept to the formula: 
"Christus deus et homo", and to the Biblical expressions which were understood 
in the sense of divinity and preexistence; see Testim. II. 1— 10. Lactantius was 
still quite confused in his Trinitarian doctrine and, in particular, conceived the 
Holy Ghost not as a person but as u sanctificatio " proceeding from the Father or 
from the Son. On the contrary, Novatian, in his work de trinitate, reproduced 
Tertullian's views. For details see Dorner Entwickelungsgeschichte I. pp. 563 — 634, 
Kahnis, Lehre vom heiligen Geiste; Hagemann, I.e., p. 371 ff. It is noteworthy 
that Tertullian still very frequently called the preexist ent Christ dei spiritus \ see de 
orat. I: "Dei spiritus et dei sermo et dei ratio, sermo rationis et ratio sermonis et 
spiritus, utrumque Iesus Christus." Apol. 21: adv. Prax. 26; adv. Marc. 1. 10: III. 6, 
16: IV. 21. 

1 See Zahn, Marcellus of Ancyra, pp. 235—244. Duncker, Des heiligen Irenaus 
Christologie, 1843. 

2 Zahn, I.e., p. 238. 
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he nevertheless makes Logos (povoyavvjc, irparoroxoG, "only be- 
gotten ", "first born") the regular designation of Christ as the 
preexistent One can only be explained from the apologetic 
tradition which in his time was already recognised as authori- 
tative by Christian scholars, and moreover appeared justified 
and required by John I. 1. Since both Irenaeus and Valentinus 
consider redemption to be the special work of Christ, the cosmo- 
logical interest in the doctrine of the second God becomes sub- 
ordinate to the soteriological. As, however, in Irenaeus* system 
(in opposition to Valentinus) this real redemption is to be im- 
agined as recapitulatio of the creation, redemption and creation 
are not opposed to each other as antitheses; and therefore the 
Redeemer has also his place in the history of creation. In a 
certain sense then the Christology of Irenaeus occupies a middle 
position between the Christology of the Valentinians and Mar- 
cion on the one hand and the Logos doctrine of the Apol- 
ogists on the other. The Apologists have a cosmological interest, 
Marcion only a soteriological, whereas Irenaeus has* both; 
the Apologists base their speculations on the Old Test- 
ament, Marcion on a New Testament, Irenaeus on both Old 
and New. 

Irenaeus expressly refused to investigate what the divine 
element in Christ is, and why another deity stands alongside 
of the Godhead of the Father. He confesses that he here 
simply keeps to the rule of faith and the Holy Scriptures, and 
declines speculative disquisitions on principle. He does not ad- 
>-~mit the distinction of a Word existing in God and one coming 
forth from him, and opposes not only ideas of emanation in 
general, but also the opinion that the Logos issued forth at a 
definite point of time. Nor will Irenaeus allow the designation 
" Logos'* to be interpreted in the sense of the Logos being the 
inward Reason or the spoken Word of God. God is a simple 
essence and always remains in the same state ; besides we ought 
not to hypostatise qualities. * Nevertheless Irenaeus, too, calls 
the preexistent Christ the Son of God, and strictly maintains 
the personal distinction between Father and Son. W 7 hat makes 

1 See Iren., II. 13. 8: II. 28. 4 — 9: II. 12. 2: II. 13. 2, and also the important 
passage II. 29. 3 fin. 
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the opposite appear to be the case is the fact that he does 
not utilise the distinction in the interest of cosmology. l In 
Irenaeus* sense we shall have to say: The Logos is the revel- 
ation hypostasis of the Father, " the self-revelation of the self- 
conscious God", and indeed the eternal self-revelation. For 
according to him the Son always existed with God, always 
revealed the Father, and it was always the full Godhead that 
he revealed in himself. In other words, he is God in his specific 
nature, truly God, and there is no distinction of essence be- 
tween him and God. 3 Now we might conclude from the strong 

1 A great many passages clearly show that Irenaeus decidedly distinguished the 
Son from the Father, so that it is absolutely incorrect to attribute modalistic 
ideas to him. See III. 6. 1 and all the other passages where Irenaeus refers to the 
Old Testament theophanies. Such are III. 6. 2 : IV. 5. 2 fin. : IV. 7. 4, where the 
distinction is particularly plain : IV. 17. 6 : II. 28. 6. 

2 The Logos (Son) is the administrator and bestower of the divine grace as 
regards humanity, because he is the revealer of this grace, see IV. 6 (§ 7 : " agnitio 
patris filius, agnitio autem filii in patre et per filium revelata"); IV. 5: IV. 16. 7: 
IV. 20. 7. He has been the revealer of God from the beginning and always 
remains so, III. 16. 6 : IV. 13. 4 etc.: he is the antemundane revealer to the angel 
world, see II. 30. 9: "semper autem coexsistens filius patri, olim et ab initio semper 
revelat patrem et angelis et archangelis etpotestatibus et virtutibus et omnibus, quibus 
vult revelari deus; he has always existed with the Father, see II. 30. 9 : HI. 18. 1 : 
"non tunc ccepit filius dei, exsistens semper apud patrem"; IV. 20. 3, 7, 14. 1: 

II. 25* 3 : " non enim infectus es, o homo, neque semper coexsistebas deo, sicut 
proprium eius verbum." The Logos is God as God, nay, for us he is God himself, 
in so far as his work is the work of God. Thus, and not in a modalistic sense, 
we must understand passages like II. 30. 9 : " fabricator qui fecit mundum per semit- 
ipsum, hoc est per verbum et per sapientiam suam," or hymnlike statements such as 

III. 16. 6: "et homioem ergo in semetipsum recapitulans est, invisibilis visibilis 
factus, et incomprehensibilis factus comprehensibilis et impassibilis passibilis et ver- 
bum homo " (see something similar in Ignatius and Melito, Otto, Corp. Apolog. IX, 
p. 419 sq.). Irenaeus also says in III. 6. 2: c * filius est in patre et habet in se 
patrem," III. 6. 1.: utrosque dei appellatione signavit spiritus, et eum qui ungitur 
nlium et eum, qui ungit, id est patrem." He not only says that the Son has revealed 
the Father, but that the Father has revealed the Son (IV. 6. 3 : IV. 7. 7). He applies 
Old Testament passages sometimes to Christ, sometimes to God, and hence in some 
cases calls the Father the creator, and in others the Son (" pater generis humani verbum 
dei", IV. 31. 2). Irenaeus (IV. 4. 2) appropriated the expression of an ancient "im- 
mensum patrem in filio mensuratum; mensura enim patris filius, quoniam et capit 
eum." This expression is by no means intended to denote a diminution, but rather 
to signify the identity of Father and Son* In all this Irenaeus adhered to an ancient 
tradition; but these propositions do not admit of being incorporated with a rational 
system. 
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emphasis laid on "always" that Irenaeus conceived a relationship 
of Father and Son in the Godhead, conditioned by the essence 
of God himself and existing independently of revelation. But 
the second hypostasis is viewed by him as existing from all 
eternity, just as much in the quality of Logos as in that of 
Son, and his very statement that the Logos has revealed the 
Father from the beginning shows that this relationship is always 
within the sphere of revelation. The Son then exists because 
he gives a revelation. Little interested as Irenaeus is in saying 
anything about the Son, apart from his historical mission, 
naively as he extols the Father as the direct Creator of the 
universe, and anxious as he is to repress all speculations that lead . 
beyond the Holy Scriptures, he could not altogether avoid re- 
flecting on the problems: why there is a second deity alongside 
of God, and how the two are related to one another. His in- 
cidental answers are not essentially different from those of the 
Apologists and Tertullian; the only distinction is this incidental 

/character. Irenaeus too looked on the Son as "the hand of God", 
the mediator of creation ; he also seems in one passage to dis- 
tinguish Father and Son as the naturally invisible and visible 
elements of God; he too views the Father as the one who 
dominates all, the head of Christ, i.e., he who bears the creation 

\and his Logos. l Irenaeus had no opportunity of writing against 

• * Logos and Sophia are the hands of God (III. 21. 10: IV. 20): also IV. 6.6: 
^Invisibile filii pater, visibile autem patris filius." Judging from this passage, it is 
always doubtful whether Irenaeus, like Tertullian, assumed that transcendency belonged 
to the Father in a still higher sense than to the Son, and that the nature of the Son 
was more adapted for entering the finite than that of the Father (on the contrary 
see IV. 20. 7 and especially IV. 24. 2: "verbum naturaliter quidem invisibile "). 
^/fiut it ought not to have been denied that there are passages, in which Irenaeus 
hints at a subordination of the Son, and deduces this from his origin. Seen. 28. 8 
£_ (the knowledge of the Father reaches further than that of the Son and theFatEer 
is greater than the Son) ; III. 6. 1 (the Son receives from the Father the sovereignty) ; 

IV. 1 7. 6 (a very important passage : the Father owns the name of Jesus Christ as 
his, first, because it is the name of his Son, and, secondly, because he gave it himself) i 

V. 18. 21, 3 ("pater conditionem simulet verbum suumportans" — " verbum portatum 
a patre" — "et sic unus deus pater ostenditur, qui est super omnia et per omnia et 
in omnibus; super omnia pater quidem et ipse est caput Christi " — " verbum universorum 
potestatem habet a patre"). "This is not a subordination founded on the nature 
of the second person, but an inequality that has arisen historically," says Zahn 
(I.e., p. 241); but it is doubtful whether such a distinction can be imputed to Irenaeus. 
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the Monarchians, and unfortunately we possess no apologetic 
writings of his. It cannot therefore be determined how he 
would have written, if he had had less occasion to avoid the 
danger of being himself led into Gnostic speculations about aeons. 
It has been correctly remarked that with Irenaeus the Godhead 
and the divine personality of Christ merely exist beside each 
other. He did not want to weigh the different problems, be- 
cause, influenced as he was by the lingering effects of an early- 
Christian, anti-theological* interest, he regarded the resists of this 
* reflection as dangerous ; but, as a matter of fact, he did not 
really correct the premises of the problems by rejecting the 
, conclusions. We may evidently assume (with Zahn) that, accord- 
! ing to Irenaeus, "God placed himself in the relationship of 
Father to Son, in order to create after his image and in his 
likeness the man who was to become his Son;" * but we ought 
not to ask if Irenaeus understood the incarnation as a definite 
purpose necessarily involved in the Sonship, as this question 
falls outside the sphere of Patristic thinking. No doubt the 
incarnation constantly formed the preeminent interest of Irenaeus, 
and owing to this interest he was able to put aside or throw 
a veil over the mythological speculations of the Apologists re- 
garding the Logos, and to proceed at once to the soteriological 
question. 2 

' We have rather simply to recognise the contradiction, which was not felt by Irenaeus 
because, in his religious belief, he places Christ on a level with God, but, as a 
theologian, merely touched on the problem. So also he shows remarkable unconcern 
as to the proof of the unity of God in view of the distinction between Father and Son. 

1 Irenaeus very frequently emphasises the idea that the whole economy of God 
refers to mankind, see, e.g., I. 10. 3 : eichtiye7<r6oci tjjv irpctypxreiotv kou otxovopfccv 
rov &soG t$v st/ ry olv$pomf6t\iti ysvopivyv, IV. 20. 7 : Verbum dispensator paternae 
gratiae factus est ad utilitatem hominum, propter quos fecit tantas dispositiones.'' 
God became a creator out of goodness and love; see the beautiful expression in. 
IV. 20. 7: " Gloria dei vivens homo, vita autem hominis visio dei," or III. 20. 2 : 
" Gloria hominis deus, operationes vero dei et omnis sapientiae eius et virtutis recep- 
taculum homo." V. 29. 1 : u Non homo propter conditionem, sed conditio facta est 
propter hominem." 

3 Irenaeus speaks about the Holy Spirit in numerous passages. No doubt he 
firmly believes in the distinction of the Spirit (Holy Spirit, Spirit of God, Spirit of 
the Father, Spirit of the Son, prophetic Spirit, Wisdom) from the Father and Son, 
and in a particular significance belonging to the Spirit, as these doctrines are found 
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Nothing is more instructive than an examination of Irenaeus* 
views with regard to the destination of man, the original state, 
the fall, and sin; because the heterogeneous elements of his 
" theology ", the apologetic and moralistic, the realistic, and the 

in the regula* In general the same attributes as are assigned to the Son are every- 
where applicable to him; he was always with the Father before there was any 
creation (IV. 20. 3; Irenaeus applies Prov. III. 19: VIII. 22 to the Spirit and not to 
the Son) ; like the Son he was the instrument and hand of the Father (IV. pref. 4, 
20. 1 : V. 6. 1.). That Logos and Wisdom are to be distinguished is clear from 
IV. 20. 1 — 12 and particularly from §12: IV. 7. 4: III. 17. 3 (the host in the 
parable of the Good Samaritan is the Spirit). Irenaeus also tried by reference to 
Scripture to distinguish the work of the Spirit from that of the Logos. Thus in 
the creation, the guidance of the world, the Old Testament history, the incarnation, 
the baptism of Jesus, the Logos is the energy, the Spirit is wisdom. He also alluded 
to a specific ministry of the Spirit in the sphere of the new covenant. The Spirit 
is the principle of the new knowledge in IV. 33. 1, 7, Spirit of fellowship with 
God in V. 1. I, pledge of immortality in V. 8. I, Spirit of life in V. 18. 2. But 
not only does the function of the Spirit remain very obscure for all that, particularly 
in the incarnation, where Irenaeus was forced by the canon of the New Testament 
to unite what could not be united (Logos doctrine and descent of the Spirit upon 
Mary — where, moreover, the whole of the Fathers after Irenaeus launched forth into 
the most wonderful speculations), but even the personality of the Spirit vanishes 
with him, *.£"., in III. 18. 3 : "unguentem patrem et unctum filium et unctionem, 
qui est spiritus" (on Isaiah LXI. 1); there is also no mention of the Spirit in IV. 
pref. 4 fin., and IV. 1. 1, though he ought to have been named there. Father, Son, and 
Spirit, or God, Logos, and Sophia are frequently conjoined by Irenaeus, but he 
never uses the formula rptd^ to say nothing of the abstract formulae of Tertullian. 
In two passages (IV. 20. 5 : V. 36. 2) Irenaeus unfolded a sublime speculation, which 
is inconsistent with his usual utterances. In the first passage he says that God 
has shown himself prophetically through the Spirit (in the Old Testament), then 
adoptively through the Son, and will finally show himself paternally in the kingdom 
of heaven; the Spirit prepares man for the Son of God, the Son leads him to the 
Father, but the Father confers on him immortality. In the other passage he adopts 
the saying of an old presbyter (Papiasr) that we ascend gradually through the 
Spirit to the Son, and through the Son to the Father, and that in the end the Son 
will deliver up everything to the Father, and God will be all in all. It is re- 
markable that, as in the case of Tertullian (see above), it is 1 Cor. XV. 23 — 28 
that has produced this speculation. This is another clear proof, that in Irenaeus the 
equality of Father, Son, and Spirit is not unconditional and that the eternity of 
Son and Spirit is not absolute. Here also we plainly perceive that the several 
disquisitions in Irenaeus were by no means part of a complete system. Thus, in 
IV. 38. 2, he inverts the relationship and says that we ascend from the Son to the 
Spirit: K*# Stat rovro n*C*o$ Koptv&ioiQ tyiivi* yuKoc. v(jl&$ £7r6rto-cc, oh PpSSpec, ov$h 
yctp qdvvatirde fiourTtt^giv' rovrsa-rt, tjjv f&ev Kctrot Uvdpwrov %xpov<riotv rov xvpfou 
Sfi»d}jrsv6virg y ovdfaov $e ro roC xarpot; TrvsVfJtcc \% ocvxnxv erect £$' vjjl&$ Six tjjv 
vftS/v ctvQivetetv. Here one of Origen's thoughts appears. 
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Biblical (Pauline), are specially apparent here, and the inconsist- 
encies into which he was led are very plain. But these very 
contradictions were never eliminated from the Church doctrinal 
system of succeeding centuries and did not admit of being re- 
moved ; hence his attitude on these points is typical. l The 
apologetic and moralistic train of thought is alone developed 
with systematic clearness. Everything created is imperfect, just 
from the very fact of its having had a beginning; .therefore 
man also. The Deity is indeed capable of bestowing perfection 
on man from the beginning, but the latter was incapable of 
grasping or retaining it from the first. Hence perfection, i.e., 
incorruptibility, which consists in the contemplation of God and 
is conditional on voluntary obedience, could only be the destin- 
ation of man, and he must accordingly have been made capable 
of it. 3 That destination is realised through the guidance of God 

1 The opinions advanced here are, of course, adumbrations of the ideas about 
redemption. Noldechen (Zeitschrift fur wissenschaftliche Theologie, 1885, p. 462 ft): 
" Die Lehre vom ersten Menschen bei den christlichen Lehrern des 2 Jahrhunderts." 

2 Here the whole 38th chapter of the 4th Book is to be examined. The following 
sentences are perhaps the most important: E* l\ Xiyu ti? obx yfrvvxro 6 ®s&g xt' 
*PX*I$ rfastov xvx$e1%xt rbv xvdpeaTov; Tvwtw, tirt r$ ji.lv 0s£, xet xxrx rx xbrx 
'6vri xxt xyswyTta vn&pxovrt, w$ Tpo$ ixvr6v, irdivTx Svvxtx' rx 2e ysyov6rx, xxAo 
fAsreireiTX ysvsa-twt; xp%\\v '$'** ^%*» *xrx roCro xxt v<rrspsta-&xt 2e7 xlrx rov 
neicotijx6ro? bv yxp it$vvxvro xysvvffrx slvxt rx\vsua-Ti ysyevvypivx. Kx$b $i py 
scrrtv xysvvijTX, xxrx roOro xxt vcrrepoCvrxt roC reXetov. KxQo ££ vewrspx, xxrx 
roCro xxt vfatx, xxrx roCro xxt xrvvtjdti xxt xyvpvxcrx 7rpb$ rijv rsteixv xywyyv. 
The mother can no doubt give strong food to the child at the very beginning, but 
the child cannot stand it: Mpuiros xSvvxtog Kxfistv xvr6- vyvtos yxp Sjjv, see also 
§ 2 — 4: "Non ab initio dii facti sumus, sed primo quidem homines, tunc demum 
dii, quamvis deus secundum simplicitatem bonitatis suae hoc fecerit, nequis eum 
putet invidiosum aut impraestantem. "Ego," inquit, "dixi, dii estis et filii excelsi 
omnes, nobis autem potestatem divinitatis baiulare non sustinentibus" . . . Oportuerat 
autem primo naturam apparere, post deinde vinci et absorbi mortale ab immortalitate 
et corruptibile ab incorruptibilitate, et fieri hominem secundum imaginem et simili- 
tudinem dei, agnitione accepta boni et mali." Ibid. : vvrorxyij ®soC xQAxpvix* xxt 
irxpxpovii x$6xpo-fx$ $6%x xyhvqros . . . tipxvtt; 0f oC ntpvKOtyrtxvi x^Bxpa-ixQ' xfybxpvix 
$s eyyi/$ gJvxi icotti Geov. In this chapter Irenaeus contemplates the manner of 
appearance of the Logos (as man) from the point of view of a a-wvtiTri&Zstv. His 
conception of the capacity and destination of man enabled him to develop his ideas 
about the progressive training of the human race and about the different covenants 
(see below). On this point cf. also IV. 20. 5—7. The fact that, according to this 
way of looking at things, the Good and Divine appeared only as the destination 
of man — which was finally to be reached through divine guidance — but not as his 
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and the free decision of man, for goodness not arising from 
free choice has no value. The capacity in question is on the 
one hand involved in man's possession of the divine image, 
which, however, is only realised in the body and is therefore at 
bottom a matter of indifference ; and, on the other, in his like- 
ness to God, which consists in the union of the soul with God's 
Spirit, but only comes about when man is obedient to him. 
Along with this lrenaeus has also the idea that man's likeness 
consists in freedom. Now, as man became disobedient immedi- 
ately after the creation, this likeness to God did not become 
perfect. l Through the fall he lost the fellowship with God to 

nature, suggested both to lrenaeus and Tertullian the distinction between " natura ,T 
and "gratia" or between "substantia" and "fides et iustitia". In other words, 
they were led to propound a problem which had occurred to the Gnostics long 
before, and had been solved by them in a dualistic sense. See lrenaeus II. 29. 1 : 
"Si propter substantiam omnes succedunt an i mas in refrigerium, et superfluum est 
credere, superflua autem et discessio salvatoris; si autem propter iustitiam, iam 
non propter id, quod sint animae sed quo n iam sunt iustae ... Si enim natura et 
substantia salvat, omnes salvabuntur animae ; si autem iustitia et fides etc. II. 34. 3 : 
"Non enim ex nobis neque ex nostra natura vita est, sed secundum gratiam dei 
datur," H. 34. 4. Tertullian adv. Marc. III. 15: "Christi no men non ex natura 
veniens, sed ex dispositione." In Tertullian these ideas are not unfrequently opposed 
to each other in this way ; but the relationship between them has by no means 
been made clear. 

1 On the psychology of lrenaeus see Bohringer, p. 466 f., Wendt p. 22. The 
fact that in some passages he reckoned the vrveVpa in man as the latter's inalienable 
nature {e.g. II. 33. 5), though as a rule (like Tatian) he conceives it as the divine 
Spirit, is an evident inconsistency on his part. The elxatv is realised in the body, 
the 6(u.oict)(r«; is not given by nature, but is brought about by the union with the 
Spirit of God realised through obedience (V. 6. 1). The Spofao-ts is therefore sub- 
ject to growth, and was not perfect at the beginning (see above, IV. 38. 4, where 
he opposes Tatian's opinion). It is clear, especially from V. 12. 2, that it is only 
the wvotf, not the wv«ffyt«, that is to be conceived as an original possession. On 
this point lrenaeus appealed to 1 Cor. XV. 45. It is plain from the 37th chapter 
of the 4th Book, that lrenaeus also views everything as ultimately dependent on 
man's inalienable freedom. Alongside of this God's goodness has scope for dis- 
playing itself in addition to its exercise at the creation, because it guides man's 
knowledge through counsel ; see § 1. On Matth. XXIII. 37 lrenaeus remarks: " veterem 
legem libertatis hominis manifestavit, quia liberum eum deus fecit ab initio, habentem 
suam potestatem sicut et suam animam ad utendum sententia dei voluntarie etnon 
coactum a deo . . . posuit in homine potestatem electionis quemadmodum in angelis 
(et enim angeli rationabiles), ut hi quidem qui obedissent iuste bonum sint possidentes, 
datum quidem a deo, servatum vero ab ipsis" An appeal to Rome II. 4 — 7 (!) 
follows. In § 2 lrenaeus inveighs violently against the Gnostic doctrines of natural 
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which he was destined, z.e.. he is forfeit to death. This death 
was transmitted to Adam's whole posterity, l Here Irenaeus 
followed sayings of Paul, but adopted the words rather than 
the sense; for, in the first place, like the Apologists, he very 
strongly emphasises the elements that palliate man's fall 2 and, 
secondly, he contemplates the fall as having a teleological signi- 
ficance. It is the fall itself and not, as in Paul's case, the 

goodness and wickedness: t^vtsc tvis oclrvn tlo-t <pvosws. In § 4 he interprets the 
Pauline: "omnia licent, sed non omnia expediunt," as referring to man's inalienable 
freedom and to the way in which it is abused in order to work evil(!): "libera 
seutentiae ab initio est homo et libera sententiae est deus, cuius ad similitudinem 
factus est." § 5 : " Et non tantum in operibus, sed etiam in fide, liberum et suae 
potestatis arbitrium hominis servavit (that is, respected) dominus, dicens: Secundum 
fidem tuam fiat tibi." § 4 : " deus consilium dat continere bonum, quod perficitur 
ex obediential' § 3 : "to ocvrt^ova-tov roO eev&ptjTrou xou rb o-vpfiovAevTixov rov Seov 
M Ptec%opsvov. IV. 4. 3: "homo rationabilis et secundum hoc similis deo liber in 
arbitrio factus et suae potestatis, ipse sibi causa est, ut aliquando quidem frumentum 
aliquando autem palea fiat." 

1 As a matter of fact this view already belongs to the second train of thought; 
see particularly III. 21 — 23. Here in reality this merely applies to the particular 
individuals who chose disobedience, but Irenaeus almost everywhere referred back 
to the fall of Adam. See, however, V. 27. 2: "Quicunque erga eum custodiunt 
dilectionem, suam his praestat communionem. Communio autem dei vita et lumen 
et fruitio eorum quae sunt apud deum bonorum. Quicumque autem absistunt secundum 
sententiam suam ab eo, his earn quae electa est ab ipsis separationem inducit. Separatio 
autem dei mors, et separatio lucis tenebrae, et separatio dei amissio omnium quae 
sunt apud eum bonorum." V. 19. 1, 1. 3, 1. 1. The subjective moralism is very 
clearly defined in IV. 15. 2 : " Id quod erat semper liberum et suae potestatis in homine 
semper servavit deus et sua exhortatio, utiusteiudicenturquinonobediuntei quoniam 
non obedierunt, et qui obedierunt et crediderunt ei, honorentur incorruptibilitate." 

2 Man's sin is thoughtlessness; he is merely led astray (IV. 40. 3). The fact 
that he let himself be seduced under the pretext of immortality is an excuse for 
him; man was infans, (See above; hence it is said, in opposition to the Gnostics, 
in IV. 38. 4: " supergredientes legem humani generis et antequam fiant homines, 
iam volunt similes esse factori deo et nullam esse differentiam infecti dei et nunc 
facti hominis." The same idea is once more very clearly expressed in IV. 39. 3 ; 
"quemadmodum igitur erit homo deus, qui nondum factus est homo?" /.*., how 
•could newly created man be already perfect as he was not even man, inasmuch 
as he did not yet know how to distinguish good and evil?). Cf. III. 23. 3, 5 :"The 
fear of Adam was the beginning of wisdom; the sense of transgression led to 
repentance; but God bestows his grace on the penitent"... "eum odivit deus, qui 
seduxit hominem, ei vero qui seductus est, sensim paullatimque misertus est." The 
"pondus peccati" in the sense of Augustine was by no means acknowledged by 
Irenaeus, and although he makes use of Pauline sayings, and by preference such as 
have a quite different sense, he is very far from sharing Paul's view. 
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consequences of the fall, that he thus views; for he says that 
disobedience was conducive to man's development. Man had 
to learn by experience that disobedience entails death, in order 
that he might acquire wisdom and choose freely to fulfil the 
commandments of God. Further, man was obliged to learn 
through the fall that goodness and life do not belong to him 
by nature as they do to God. ! Here life and death are always 
the ultimate question to Irenaeus. It is only when he quotes 
sayings of Paul that he remembers sin in connection with re- 
demption; and ethical consequences of the fall are not mentioned 
in this connection. "The original destination of man was not 
abrogated by the fall, the truth rather being that the fall was 
intended as a means of leading men to attain this perfection 
to which they were destined." 2 Moreover, the goodness of God 
immediately showed itself both in the removal of the tree of 
life and in the sentence of temporal death. 3 What significance 
belongs to Jesus Christ within this conception is clear: he is 
the man who first realised in his person the destination of 
humanity; the Spirit of God became united with his soul and 
accustomed itself to dwell in men. But he is also the teacher 
who reforms mankind by his preaching, calls upon them to 
direct their still existing freedom to obedience to the divine 
commandments, thereby restoring, *>., strengthening, freedom, 
so that humanity is thus rendered capable of receiving incor- 
ruptibility. * One can plainly see that this is the idea ofTatian 

1 See IV. 37. 7: "Alias autem esset nostrum insensatum bonum, quod esset 
inexercitatum. Sed et videre non tantum nobis esset desiderabile, nisi cognovissemus 
quantum esset malum non videre; et bene valere autem male valentis experientia 
honorabilius efficit, et lucem tenebrarum comparatio et vitam mortis. Sic etcoeleste 
regnum honorabilius est his qui cognoverunt terrenum." The main passage is III. 
20. 1, 2, which cannot be here quoted. The fall was necessary in order that man 
might not, believe that he was "naturaliter similis deo". Hence God permitted the 
great whale to swallow man for a time. In several passages Irenaeus has designated 
the permitting of evil as kind generosity on the part of God, see, e.g., IV. 39. 1, 37. 7. 

2 See Wendt, I.e., p. 24. 

a See III. 23. 6. 

4 See V. 1. 1 : "Non enim aliter nos discere poteramus quae sunt dei, nisi 

magister noster, verbum exsistens, homo factus fuisset Neque rursus nos aliter 

discere poteramus, nisi magistrum nostrum videntes," etc.; III. 23. 2, 5. 3:"liber- 
tatem restauravit"; IV. 24. 1 : "reformavit humanum genus"; III. 17. 1 : "spiritus 
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and Theophilus, with which Irenaeus has incorporated utterances 
of Paul. Tertullian and Hippolytus taught essentially the same 
doctrine ; l only Tertullian beheld the image and likeness of 
God expressly and exclusively in the fact that man's will and 
capacity are free, and based on this freedom an argument in 
justification of God's ways. * 

But, in addition to this, Irenaeus developed a second train of 
thought. This was the outcome of his Gnostic and realistic 
doctrine of recapitulation, and evinces clear traces of the influence 
of Pauline theology. It is, however, inconsistent with the moral- 
istic teachings unfolded above, and could only be united with 
them at a few points. To the Apologists the proposition: "it 
is impossible to learn to know God without the help of God " 
(" impossibile est sine deo discere deum") was a conviction 
which, with the exception of Justin, they subordinated to their 
moralism and to which they did not give a specifically Christ- 
ological signification. Irenaeus understood this proposition in a 
Christological sense, 3 and at the same time conceived the bless- 
ing of salvation imparted by Christ not only as the incorrupt- 
ibility consisting in the beholding of God bestowed on obedience 
IV. 20. 5 — 7: IV. 38, but also as the divine sonship which 

sanctus in filium dei, filium hominis factum, descendit cum ipso assuescens habitare 
in genere humano." III. 19. 1 : IV. 38. 3 : 39. 1, 2. Wendt's summary, 1. c, p. 24 : 
"By the Logos becoming man, the type of the perfect man made its appearance," 
formulates Irenaeus' meaning correctly and excludes the erroneous idea that he 
viewed the Logos himself as the prototype of humanity. A real divine manhood 
is not necessary within this train of thought ; only a homo inspiratus is required. 

1 See Hippol. Philos. X. 33 (p. 538 sq.) : 'Et/ tovtoiq rbv 7rdvrav %p%ovtoc $vi(u- 
ovpy&v sk TrctaSv a-vvQireav ovtrtSiv sa-xsvewsv, oh ©gov QsAwv %otslv £0-<ftyA£v, ovfe 
HyysA.ov, £AA' %vdpw7rov. El ykp ®s6v as tyikqa* xotvia-cu, sMvetro' fys^ roV *.6yov 
rb nctp&dstyiioc 'Mpuvrov 0*A«v, 'Mpw7r6v <re sir fare v si $s detetq kxi ®so4 ysvMeu y 
v7rccK0v£ rip 7rsiroifix6ri. The famous concluding chapter of the Philosophoumena 
with its prospect of deification is to be explained from this (X. 34). 

2 See Tertull. adv. Marc. II. 4 — 1 1 ; his undiluted moralism appears with particular 
clearness in chaps. 6 and 8. No weight is to be attached to the phrase in chapter 4 
that God by placing man in Paradise really even then put him from Paradise into 
the Church. This is contrary to Wendt's opinion, I.e., p. 67. ff., where the exposition 
of Tertullian is sptciosior quam verior. In adv. Marc. II. 4 ff. Wendt professes to 
see the first traces of the scholastic and Romish theory, and in de anima 16, 41 
the germ of the subsequent Protestant view. 

a See IV. 5. 1, 6. 4. 



Digitized by CjOOQlC 



Chap, v.] IREN^US AND CONTEMPORARIES 273 

has been won for us by Christ and which is realised in con- 
stant fellowship with God and dependence on him. l No doubt 
he also viewed this divine sonship as consisting in the trans- 
formation of human nature ; but the point of immediate import- 
ance here is that it is no longer human freedom but Christ 
that he contemplated in this connection. Corresponding to this 
he has now also a different idea of the original destination of 
man, of Adam, and of the results of the fall. Here comes in 
the mystical Adam-Christ speculation, in accordance with the 
Epistles to the Ephesians and Corinthians. Everything, that is, 
the "longa hominum exposition was recapitulated by Christ in 
himself; in other words he restored humanity to what it origin- 
ally was and again included under one head what was divided. 2 
If humanity is restored, then it must have lost something before 
and been originally in good condition. In complete contradiction 
to the other teachings quoted above, Irenaeus now says : " What 
we had lost in Adam, namely, our possession of the image and 
likeness of God, we recover in Christ. 3 Adam, however, is 
humanity ; in other words, as all humanity is united and renewed 
through Christ so also it was already summarised in Adam. 
Accordingly "the sin of disobedience and the loss of salvation 
which Adam consequently suffered may now be viewed as be- 
longing to all mankind summed up in him, in like manner as 
Christ's obedience and possession of salvation are the property 

1 See IV. 14. 1 : "In quantum enim deus nullius indiget, in tantum homo indiget 
dei communione. Haec enim gloria hominis, perseverare et permanere in dei servi- 
tute." This statement, which, like the numerous others where Irenaeus speaks of 
the adoptio, is opposed to moralism, reminds us of Augustine. In Irenaeus' great 
work, however, we can point out not a few propositions which, so to speak, bear 
the stamp of Augustine; see IV. 38. 3: vworayy ®eoG &Q$etpo-f*. 

2 See the passages quoted above, p. 241 f. 

8 See III. 18. 1. V. 16. 1 is very remarkable: 'Ev rolq 7rpo<rQev %P^ ot ^ iteyiro 
fclv kcct* slx6vet SsoV ytyovsvcu rov Mpwnov, ova sSsfxvvro ££, 'in yttp &6potro$ $v 
6 *6yo$ y cZ netr* eUdvac 6 fcvQpwiroQ gysytvst. hot toVto $jf xxi tjjv Spofaa-tv pxdiu$ 
#t«/3#a«v; see also what follows. In V. 1. 1 Irenaeus even says: "Quoniaminiuste 
dominabatur nobis apostasia, et cum natura essemus dei omnipotentis, alienavitnos 
contra naturam diabolus." Compare with this the contradictory passage IV. 38 : 
"oportuerat autem primo naturam apparere" etc. (see above, p. 268), where natura 
hominis is conceived as the opposite of the divine nature. 

18 
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of all mankind united under him as their head." l In the first 
Adam we offended God by not fulfilling his commandments; 
in Adam humanity became disobedient, wounded, sinful, 
bereft of life; through Eve mankind became forfeit to death; 
through its victory over the first man death descended 
upon us all, and the devil carried us all away captive etc. 3 
Here Irenaeus always means that in Adam, who represents all 
mankind as their head, the latter became doomed to death. In 
this instance he did not think of a hereditary transmission, but 
of a mystic unity 3 as in the case of Christ, viewed as the 

1 See Wendt, I.e., p. 29, who first pointed out the two dissimilar trains of thought 
• in Irenaeus with regard to man's original state, Duncker having already done so in 

regard to his Christology. Wendt has rightly shown that we have here a real and 
not a seeming contradiction; but, as far as the explanation of the fact is concerned, 
the truth does not seem to me to have been arrived at. The circumstance that 
Irenaeus did not develop the mystic view in such a systematic way as the moralistic 
by no means justifies us in supposing that he merely adopted it superficially (from 
the Scriptures): for its nature admits of no systematic treatment, but only of a 
rhetorical and contemplative one. No further explanation can be given of the 
contradiction, because, strictly speaking, Irenaeus has only given us fragments. 

2 See V. 16. 3 : kv t# 7rp&Tta f A$#/x n pore k64; ape v, pif TrotfoatvTSQ otvroV t^» 
IvtoAjjv. IV. 34. 2: "homo initio in Adam inobediens per mortem percussus est ;" 
III. 18. 7—23: V. 19. 1 :V. 21. 1 : V. 17. 1 sq. 

3 Here also Irenaeus keeps sin in the background ; death and life are the essential 
ideas. Bohringer La, p. 484 has very rightly remarked: "We cannot say that 
Irenaeus, in making Adam's conduct and suffering apply to the whole human race 
had started from an inward, immediate experience of human sinfulness and a feeling 
of the need of salvation founded on this." It is the thoughts of Paul to which 
Irenaeus tried to accommodate himself without having had the same feeling about 
the flesh and sin as this Apostle. In Tertullian the mystic doctrine of salvation is 
rudimentary (but see, e.g^ de anima 40: "ita omnis anima eo usque in Adam 
censetur donee in Christo recenseatur," and other passages; but he has speculations 
about Adam (for the most part developments of hints given in Irenaeus; see the 
index in Oehler's edition), and he has a new realistic idea as to a physical taint of 
sin propagated through procreation. Here we have the first beginning of the doctrine 
of original sin (de testim. 3 : "per diabolum homo a primordio circumventus, ut 
praeceptum dei excederet, et propterea in mortem datus exinde totum genus de suo 
semine infectum suae etiam damnationis traducem fecit." Compare his teachings in 
de anima 40, 41, 16 about the disease of sin that is propagated "ex originis vitio " 
and has become a real second nature). But how little he regards this original sin 
as guilt is shown by de bapt. 18: "Quare innocens aetas festinat ad baptismum?" 
For the rest, Tertullian discussed the relationship of flesh and spirit, sensuousness 
and intellect, much more thoroughly than Irenaeus; he showed that flesh is not the seat 
of sin (de anima 40). In the same book (but see Bk. V. c. 1) he expressly declared that in. 
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second Adam. The teachings in III. 21. 10 — 23 l show what 
an almost naturalistic shape the religious quasi-historical idea 
assumed in Irenaeus' mind. This is, however, more especially 
evident from the assertion, in opposition to Tatian, that unless 
Adam himself had been saved by Christ, God would have been 
overcome by the devil. 2 It was merely his moralistic train of 
thought that saved him from the conclusion that there is a 
restoration of all individual men. 

This conception of Adam as the representative of humanity 
corresponds to Irenaeus' doctrine of the God-man. The historical 
importance of this author lies in the development of the Christ- 
ology. At the present day, ecclesiastical Christianity, so far 
as it seriously believes in the unity of the divine and human 
in Jesus Christ and deduces the divine manhood from the work 
of Christ as his deification, still occupies the same standpoint 
as Irenaeus did. Tertullian by no means matched him here; 
he too has the formula in a few passages, but he cannot, like 
Irenaeus, account for its content. On the other hand we owe 
to. him the idea of the "two natures", which remain in their 
integrity— that formula which owes its adoption to the influence 

this question also sure results are only to be obtained from revelation. This 
was an important step in the direction of secularising Christianity through "philo- 
sophy" and of emasculating the understanding through "revelation." In regard to 
the conception of sin Cyprian followed his teacher. De op. et eleem. 1 reads indeed 
like an utterance of Irenaeus ("dominus sanavit ilia quae Adam portaverat vulnera ") ; 
but the statement in ep. 64. 5 : " Recens natus nihil peccavit, nisi quod secundum 
Adam carnaliter natus contagium mortis antiquae prima nativitate contraxit" is 
quite in the manner of Tertullian, and perhaps the latter could also have agreed 
with the continuation: "infanti remittuntur non propria sed aliena peccata." Ter- 
tullian 's proposition that absolutely no one but the Son of God could have remained 
without sin was repeated by Cyprian (see, e.g., de op. et eleem. 3). 

1 III. 22. 4 has quite a Gnostic sound ..." earn quae est a Maria in Evam 
recirculationem significans ; quia non aliter quod colligatum est solveretur, nisi ipsae 
compagines alligationis reflectantur retrorsus, ut primae coniunctiones solvantur per 
secundas, secundae rursus liberent primas. Et evenit primam quidem compaginem a 
secunda colligatione solvere, secundam vero colligationem primae solutionis habere 
locum. Et propter hoc dominus dicebat primos quidem novissimos futuroset novis- 
simos primos." Irenaeus expresses a Gnostic idea when he on one occasion plainly 
says (V. 12. 3): 'Ev t<55 ''K.lhyL t4vt«« uiro$vfoxo(/.ev, '6ri tyvx 1 * '- But Paul, too, 
made an approach to this thought. 

2 See III. 23. 1, 2, a highly characteristic statement. 
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of Leo I. and at bottom contradicts Irenaeus' thought "the Son 
of God became the Son of man", ("filius dei factus filius homi- 
nis"). Finally, the manner in which Irenaeus tried to interpret 
the historical utterances about Jesus Christ from the standpoint 
of the Divine manhood idea, and to give them a significance in 
regard to salvation is also an epoch-making fact. 

"Filius dei filius hominis factus", "it is one and the same 
Jesus Christ, not a Jesus and a Christ, nor a mere temporary 
union of an aeon and a man, but one and the same person, 
who created the world, was born, suffered, and ascended" — this 
along with the dogma of God the Creator is the cardinal doc- 
trine of Irenaeus: 1 "Jesus Christ truly man and truly God" 
("Jesus Christus, vere homo, vere deus "). J It is only the Church 
that adheres to this doctrine, for " none of the heretics hold the 
opinion that the Word of God became flesh" ("secundum nul- 
lam sententiam haereticorum verbum dei caro factum est"). 3 
What therefore has to be shown is (1) that Jesus Christ is really 
the Word of God, Le. y is God, (2) that this Word really became 
man and (3) that the incarnate Word is an inseparable unity. 
Irenaeus maintains the first statement as well against the "Ebi- 
onites-' as against the Valentinians who thought that Christ's 
advent was the descent of one of the many aeons. In opposi- 
tion to the Ebionites he emphasises the distinction between natural 
and adopted Sonship, appeals to the Old Testament testimony in 
favour of the divinity of Christ, 4 and moreover argues that we 
would still be in the bondage of the old disobedience, if Jesus 
Christ had only been a man, 6 In this connection he also dis- 
cussed the birth from the virgin. 6 He not only proved it from 
prophecy, but his recapitulation theory also suggested to him 
a parallel between Adam and Eve on the one hand and Christ 

1 See, e.g,, III. 9. 3, 12. 2, 16. 6 — 9, 17. 4 and repeatedly 8. 2: "verbum dei, 
per quern facta sunt omnia, qui est dominus noster Jesus Christus." 

2 See IV. 6. 7. 

* See III. 11. 3. 

* See m. 6. 

* See III. 19. 1, 2: IV. 33. 4: V. 1. 3 ; see also Tertullian against "Ebion" 
de carne 14, 18, 24; de praescr. 10. 33. 

8 See III. 21, 22 : V. 19—21. 
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and Mary on the other, which included the birth from the 
virgin. l He argues in opposition to the Valentinians that it was 
really the eternal Word of God himself, who was always with 
God and always present to the human race, that descended. 3 
He who became man was not a being foreign to the world— 
this is said in opposition to Marcion — but the Lord of the world 
and humanity, the Son of God, and none other. The reality 
of the body of Christ, i.e., the essential identity of the humanity 
of Christ with, our own, was continually emphasised by Irenaeus, 
and he views the whole work of salvation as dependent on this 
identity. 3 In the latter he also includes the fact that Jesus must 

1 See the arguments, 1 c, V. 19. I : " Quemadmodum adstrictum est morti genus hu- 
manum per virginem, salvatur per virginem, aequa lance disposita virginalis inobedientia 
per virginalem obedientiam," and other similar ones. We find the same in Tertull., 
de carne 17, 20. In this connection we find in both very extravagant expressions 
with regard to Mary (see, e.g., Tertull., I.e. 20 fin.: "uti virgo esset regeneratio 
nostra spiritaliter ab omnibus inquinamentis sanctificata per Christum." Iren. III. 
21. 7: "Maria cooperans dispositioni (dei);" III. 22. 4 "Maria obediens et sibi et 
uni verso generi humano causa facta est salutis"... "quod alligavit virgo Eva per 
incredulitatem, hoc virgo Maria solvit per fidem "). These, however, have no doctrinal 
significance; in fact the same Tertullian expressed himself in a depreciatory way 
about Mary in de carne 7. On the other hand it is undeniable that the later 
Mariolatry has one of its roots in the parallel between Eve and Mary. The Gnostic 
invention of the virginitas Maria in partu can hardly be traced in Irenaeus III. 
21. 4. Tertullian (de carne 23) does not seem to know anything about it as 
yet, and very decidedly assumed the natural character of the process. The popular 
conception as to the reason of Christ's birth from a virgin, in the form still current 
to-day, but beneath all criticism, is already found in Tertullian de carne 18 : " Non 
competebat ex semine humano dei filium nasci, ne, si totus esset filius hominis, non 
esset et dei filius, nihilque haberet amplius Salomone, ut de Hebionis opinione 
credendus erat. Ergo iam dei filius ex patris dei semine, id est spiritu, ut esset et 
hominis filius, caro ei sola competebat ex hominis carne sumenda sine viri semine. 
Vacabat enim semen viri apud habentem dei semen." The other theory existing 
side by side with this, viz., that Christ would have been a sinner if he had been 
begotten from the semen, whereas he could assume sinless flesh from woman is so 
far as I know scarcely hinted at by Irenaeus and Tertullian. The fact of Christ's 
birth was frequently referred to by Tertullian in order to prove Christ's kinship to 
God the Creator, e.g., adv. Marc. III. 11. Hence this article of the regula fidei 
received a significance from this point of view also. An Encratite explanation of 
the birth from the Virgin is found in the old treatise de resurr. bearing Justin's 
name (Otto, Corp. Apol. III., p. 220. 

2 See, e.g., III. 18. 1 and many other places. See the passages named in note, p. 276. 

3 So also Tertullian. See adv. Marc. III. 8 : The whole work of salvation is 
destroyed by Docetism ; cf. the work de carne Christi. Tertullian exclaims to the 
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have passed through and been subjected to all the conditions 
of a complete human life from birth to old age and death. l 
Jesus Christ is therefore the Son of God who has really become 
the Son of man ; and these are not two Christs but one, in whom 
the Logos is permanently united with humanity. 2 Irenaeus called 
this union "union of the Word of God with the creature" 
("adunitio verbi dei ad plasma") 3 and "blending and commu- 
nion of God and man " (" commixtio et communio dei et hominis ") 4 

Docetist Marcion in c. 5: "Parce unicae spei totius orbis." Irenaeus and Tertullian 
mean that Christ's assumption of humanity was complete, but not unfrequently 
express themselves in such a manner as to convey the impression that the Logos 
only assumed flesh. This is particularly the case with Tertullian, who, moreover, 
in his earlier time had probably quite naive Docetic ideas and really looked upon 
the humanity of Christ as only flesh. See Apolog. 21 : "spiritum Christus cum 
verbo sponte dimisit, prsevento carnificis officio." Yet Irenaeus in several passages 
spoke of Christ's human soul (III. 22. I : V. 1.1) as also did Melito (t$ &^Iq xau 
&4>*vreto-T0v rfc ^v%^i XptrroV xoti roV o-&fi*TOs> t%q x#0' ^/xSc xvfyuirivw Qvo-eue 
Otto, I.e., IX, p. 415) and Tertullian (de carne 10 ff. 13; de resurr. 53) What we 
possess in virtue of the creation was assumed by Christ (Iren., I.e., III. 22. 2.) 
Moreover, Tertullian already examined how the case stands with sin in relation to 
the flesh of Christ. In opposition to the opinion of the heretic Alexander, that the 
Catholics believe Jesus assumed earthly flesh in order to destroy the flesh of sin in 
himself, he shows that the Saviour's flesh was without sin and that it is not admissible 
to teach the annihilation of Christ's flesh (de carne 16; see also Irenaeus V. 14.2,3): 
"Christ by taking to himself our flesh has made it his own, that is, he has made 
it sinless." It was again passages from Paul (Rom. VIII. 3 and Ephes II. 15) that 
gave occasion to this discussion. With respect to the opinion that it may be with 
the flesh of Christ as it is with the flesh of angels who appear, Tertullian remarks 
(de carne 6) that no angel came to die; that which dies must be born; the Son of 
God came to die. 

1 This conception was peculiar to Irenaeus, and for good reasons was not repeated 
in succeeding times ; see II. 22 : III. 1 7. 4. From it also Irenaeus already inferred the 
necessity of the death of Christ and his abode in the lower world, V. 31. I, 2. 
Here we trace the influence of the recapitulation idea. It has indeed been asserted 
(very energetically by Schultz, Gottheit Christi, p. 73 f.) that the Christ of Irenaeus 
was not a personal man, but only possessed humanity. But that is decidedly incor- 
rect, the truth merely being that Irenaeus did not draw all the inferences from the 
personal humanity of Christ. 

2 See Iren. V. 31. 2: "Surgens in carne sic ascendit ad patrem." Tertullian, de 
carne 24 : " Bene quod idem veniet de caelis qui est passus . . . et agnoscent qui 
eum confixerunt, utique ipsam carnem in quam saevie/unt, sine qua nee ipse esse 
poterit et agnosci;" see also what follows. 

3 See Iren. IV. 33. 11. 

4 See Iren. IV. 20. 4; see also III. 19. 1. 
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without thereby describing it any more clearly. 1 He views 
it as perfect, for, as a rule, he will not listen to any separation 
of what was done by the man Jesus and by God the Word. 2 
The explicit formula of two substances or natures in Christ is 
not found in Irenaeus; but Tertullian already used it. It never 

1 He always posits the unity in the form of a confession without describing it. 
See III. 16. 6, which passage may here stand for many. "Verbum unigenitus, qui 
semper humano generi adest, unitus et consparsus suo plasmati secundum placitum 
patris et caro factus ipse est Iesus Christus dominus noster, qui et passus est pro 
nobis et ressurrexit propter nos . . . Unus igitur deus pater, quemadmodum ostendimus, 
et unus Christus Iesus dominus noster, veniens per universam dispositionem et omnia 
in semetipsum recapitulans. In omnibus autem est et homo plasmatio dei, ethominem 
ergo in semetipsum recapitulans est, invisibilis visibilis factus, et incomprehensibilis 
factus comprehensibilis et impassibilis passibilis et verbum homo." V. 18. 1 : "Ipsum 
verbum dei incarnatum suspensum est super lignum." 

2 Here Irenaeus was able to adopt the old formula "God has suffered" and the 
like; so also Melito, see Otto I.e., IX. p. 416: ©see 7reirovdev t/x$ $s%i&g 'Io-p«jj 
Aiti$o$ (p. 422) : " Quidnam est hoc novum mysterium ? iudex iudicatur et quietus 
est; invisibilis videtur neque erubescit: incomprehensibilis prehenditur neque indig- 
natur, incommensurabilis mensuratur neque repugnat; impassibilis patitur neque 
ulciscitur; immortalis moritur, neque respondit verbum, coelestis sepelitur et id fert." 
But let us note that these are not "doctrines", but testimonies to the faith, as they 
were always worded from the beginning and such as could, if need were, be adapted 
to any Christology. Though Melito in a fragment whose genuineness is not uni- 
versally admitted (Otto, l.c, p. 415 sq.) declared in opposition to Marcion, that 
Christ proved his humanity to the world in the 30 years before his baptism; but 
showed the divine nature concealed in his human nature during the 3 years of his 
ministry, he did not for all that mean to imply that Jesus' divinity and humanity 
are in any way separated. But, though Irenaeus inveighed so violently against the 
"Gnostic" separation of Jesus and Christ (see particularly III. 16. 2, where most 
weight is laid on the fact that we do not find in Matth. :"Iesu generatio sic erat " 
but "Christi generatio sic erat"), there is no doubt that in some passages he him- 
self could not help unfolding a speculation according to which the predicates apply- 
ing to the human nature of Jesus do not also hold good of his divinity, in fact he 
actually betrayed a view of Christ inconsistent with the conception of the Saviour's 
person as a perfect unity. We can indeed only trace this view in his writings in 
the form of an undercurrent, and what led to it will be discussed further on. Both he 
and Melito, as a rule adhered to the simple "filius dei filius hominis factus" and 
did not perceive any problem here, because to them the disunion prevailing in the world 
and in humanity was the difficult .question that appeared to be solved through this 
very divine manhood. How closely Melito agreed with Irenaeus is shown not only 
by the proposition (p. 419): " Propterea misit pater filium suum e ccelo sine corpore 
(this is said in opposition to the Valentinian view), ut, postquam incarnatus esset in, 
utero virginis et natus esset homo, vivificaret hominem et colligeret membra eius 
quae mors disperserat, quum hominem divideret," but also by the " propter hominem 
iudicatus est iudex, impassibilis passus est?" (I.e.). 
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occurred to the former, just because he was not here speaking 
as a theologian, but expressing his belief. ' In his utterances 
about the God-man Tertullian closely imitates Irenaeus. Like the 
latter he uses the expression "man united with God" ("homo 
deo mixtus ") * and like him he applies the predicates of the 
man . to the Son of God. 8 But he goes further, or rather, in 
the interest of formal clearness, he expresses the mystery in a 
manner which shows that he did not fully realise the religious 
significance of the proposition, "the Son of God made Son of 
man" ("filius dei filius hominis factus"). He speaks of a "cor- 
poral and spiritual, i.e., divine, substance of the Lord ", (" cor- 
poralis et spiritalis [i.e., divina] substantia domini ") 4 of 
"either substance' of the flesh and spirit of Christ" ("utraque 
substantia et carnis et spiritus Christi"), of the "creation of 
two substances which Christ himself also possesses", ("conditio 
duarum substantiarum, quas Christus et ipse gestat") 5 and of 

1 The concepts employed by Irenaeus are deus, verbum, filius dei, homo, filius 
hominis, plasma dei. What perhaps hindered the development of that formula in 
his case was the circumstance of his viewing Christ, though he had assumed the 
plasma dei, humanity, as a personal man who (for the sake of the recapitulation theory) 
not only had a human nature but was obliged to live through a complete human 
life. The fragment attributed to Irenaeus (Harvey II., p. 493) in which occur the words, 
roV 0eoG \6yov Most Ty kcc¥ vic6(rroivty Qvo-tKy £vwMvtoq. ry a-oatpi, is by no means 
genuine. How we are to understand the words: Yvat 1% apQorepuv rb *ept$ave$Twv 
$v<tsm 7rctpet$ti%6iji in fragment VIII. (Harvey II., p. 479), and whether this piece 
belongs to Irenaeus, is uncertain. That Melito (assuming the genuineness of the 
fragment) has the formula of the two natures need excite no surprise ; foi (1) Melito 
was also a philosopher, which Irenaeus was not, and (2) it is found in Tertullian. 
whose doctrines can be shown to be closely connected with those of Melito (see 
my Texte und Untersuchungen I. 1, 2, p. 249 f.). If that fragment is genuine 
Melito is the first Church teacher who has spoken of two natures. 

2 See Apol. 21: "verbum caro figuratus . . . homo deo mixtus ; adv. Marc. II. 27 : 
"filius dei miscens in semetipso hominem et deum;" de carne 15: "homo deo 
mixtus;" 18: "sic homo cum deo, dum caro hominis cum spiritu dei." On the 
Christology of Tertullian cf. Schulz, Gottheit Christi, p. 74 tT. 

3 De carne 5: "Crucifixus est dei filius, nonpudet quia pudendum est retmortuus 
est dei filius, prorsus credibile est, quia ineptum est; et sepultus resurrexit, certum 
est, quia impossible est;' 1 but compare the whole book; c. 5 init. : "deus cruci- 
fixus" "nasci se voluit deus". De pat. 3: "nasci se deus in utero patitur."- The 
formula: u 6 ysvvyQefa 6 psyctQ @eo$ is also found in Sibyll. VII. 24. 

4 De carne 1, cf. ad nat. II. 4: " ut iure consistat collegium nominis communione 
substantiae." 

6 De carne 18 fin. 
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^ythe " twofold condition not blended but united in one person — 
V> God and man" ("duplex status non confusus sed conjunctus in 
y una persona — deus et homo". 1 Here we already have in a 
17 ^omplete form the later Chalcedonian formula of the two sub- 
^ stances in one person. 2 At the same time, however, we can 
clearly see that Tertullian went beyond Irenaeus in his exposi- 
tion. 3 He was, moreover, impelled to combat an antagonistic 
principle. Irenaeus had as yet no occasion to explain in detail 
that the proposition "the Word became flesh" ("verbum caro 

1 Adv. Prax. 27: "Sed enim invenimus ilium directo et deum et hominem 
expositum, ipso hoc psalmo suggerente (Ps. LXXXVII. 5) . . . hie erit homo et filius 
hominis, qui definitus est filius dei secundum spiritum . . . Videmus duplicem statum, 
non confusum sed coniunctum in una persona deum et hominem Iesum. De Christo 
autem differo. Et adeo salva est utriusque proprietas substantia, ut et spiritus res 
suas egerit in illo, id est virtutes et opera et signa, et caro passiones suas functa 
sit, esuriens sub diabolo . . . denique et mortua est. Quodsi tertium quid esset, ex 
utroque confusum, ut electrum, non tarn distincta documenta parerent utriusque sub- 
stantia. " In what follows the actus utriusque substantia are sharply demarcated: 
"amba substantia in statu suo quaque distincte agebant, ideo illis et opera et 
exitus sui occurrerunt . . . neque caro spiritus fit neque spiritus caro : in uno plane 
esse possunt." See also c. 29 : " Quamquam cum dua substantia censeantur in 
Christo Iesu, divina et humana, constet autem immortalem esse divinam" etc. 

2 Of this in a future volume. Here also two substances in Christ are always 
spoken of (there are virtually three, since, according to de anima 35, men have 
already two substances in' themselves) I know only one passage where Ter- 

^tullian speaks of natures in reference to Christ, and this passage in reality proves 
nothing; de carne 5 : "Itaque utriusque substantia census hominem et deum exhi- 
buit, hinc natum, inde non natum (!), hinc carneum, inde spiritalem" etc. Then: 
"Qua -proprietas conditionum, divina et humana, aqua utique natura cuiusque 
veritate disjuncta est." 

3 In the West up to the time of Leo I. the formula "deus et homo", or, after 
Tertullian's time "dua substantia", was always a simple expression of the facts 
acknowledged in the Symbol, and not a speculation derived from the doctrine of 
redemption. This is shown just from the fact of stress being laid on the unmix- 
edness. With this was associated a theoretic and apologetic interest on the part 
of theologians, so that they began to dwell at greater length on the unmixedness 
after the appearance of that Patripassianism, which professed to recognise the filius 
dei in the caro^ that is in the deus so far as he is incarnatus or has changed him- 
self into flesh. As to Tertullian's opposition to this view see what follows. In 
contradistinction to this Western formula the monophysite one was calculated 
to satisfy both the salvation interest and the understanding. The Chalcedonian 
creed, as is admitted by Schulz, I.e., pp. 64 ff., 71 ff., is consequently to be explained 
from Tertullian's view, not from that of the Alexandrians. Our readers will excuse 
us for thus anticipating. 
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factum") denoted no transformation. That he excludes the idea 
of change, and that he puts stress on the Logos' assumption 
of flesh from the Virgin is shown by many passages. l Tertullian, 
on the other hand, was in the first place confronted by (Gnostic) 
opponents who understood John's statement in the sense of the 
Word's transforming himself into flesh, and therefore argued 
against the "assumption of flesh from the Virgin " ("assumptio 
carnis ex virgine"); 2 and, in the second place, he had to do 
with Catholic Christians who indeed admitted the birth from 
the Virgin, but likewise assumed a change of God into flesh, 
and declared the God thus invested with flesh to be the Son. 3 
In this connection the same Tertullian, who in the Church laid 
great weight on formulae like "the crucified God", "God con- 
sented to be born" ("deus crucifixus", "nasci se voluitdeus") 
and who, impelled by opposition to Marcion and by his apolo- 
getic interest, distinguished the Son as capable of suffering from 
God the Father who is impassible, and imputed to him 
human weaknesses — which was already a further step, — sharply 
emphasised the "distinct function" ("distincte agere") of the 
two substances in Christ and thus separated the persons. With 
Tertullian the interest in the Logos doctrine, on the one hand, 
and in the real humanity, on the other, laid the basis of that 
conception of Christology in accordance with which the unity 
of the person is nothing more than an assertion. The "deus 
factus homo" ("verbum caro factus") presents quite insuperable 
difficulties, as soon as "theology" can no longer be banished. 
Tertullian smoothed over these difficulties by juristic distinctions, 

1 u Quare," says Irenaeus III. 21. 10— "igitur non iterum sumpsit limum deus. 
sed ex Maria operatus est plasmationem fieri? Ut non alia plasmatio fieret neque alia 
esset plasmatio quae salvaretur, sed eadem ipsa recapitularetur, servatasimilitudine?" 

2 See de carne 18. Oehler has misunderstood the passage and therefore mis- 
pointed it. It is as follows: fc< Vox ista (Joh. I. 14) quid caro factum sit contestatur, 
nee tamen periclitatur, quasi statim aliud sit (verbum), factum caro, et non verbum — 
Cum scriptura non dicat nisi quod factum sit, non et unde sit factum, ergo ex alio, 
non ex semetipso suggerit factum" etc. 

3 Adv. Prax. 27 sq. In de carne 3 sq. and elsewhere Tertullian indeed argues 
against Marcion that God in contradistinction to all creatures can transform him- 
self into anything and yet remain God. Hence we are not to think of a trans- 
formation in the strict sense, but of an adunitio. 
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for all his elucidations of "substance" and "person" are of 
this nature. 

A somewhat paradoxical result of the defence of the Logos 
doctrine in the struggle against the " Patripassians ,; was the 
increased emphasis that now began to be laid on the integrity 
and independence of the human nature in Christ. If the only 
essential result of the struggle with Gnosticism was to assert 
the substantial reality of Christ's body, it was Tertullian who 
distinguished what Christ did as man from what he did as God 
in order to prove that he was not a tertium quid. The discrim- 
inating intellect which was forced to receive a doctrine as a 
problem could not proceed otherwise. But, even before the 
struggle with Modalism, elements were present which repressed 
the naive confidence of the utterances about the God-man. If 

yi judge rightly, there were two features in Irenaeus both of 
which resulted in a splitting up of the conception of the per- 
fect unity of Christ's person. The first was the intellectual con- 
templation of the perfect humanity of Jesus, the second was 
found in certain Old and New Testament texts and the tradition 

connected with these. l With regard to the first we may point 
out that Irenaeus indeed regarded the union of the human and 
divine as possible only because man, fashioned from the be- 
ginning by and after the pattern of the Logos, was an image 
of the latter and destined for union with God. Jesus Christ is 
the realisation of our possession of God's image ; 2 but this 

1 So I think I ought to express myself. It does not seem to me proper to read 
a twofold conception into Irenaeus' Christological utterances under the pretext that 
Christ according to him was also the perfect man, with all the modern ideas that 
are usually associated with this thought (Bohringer, I.e., p. 542 ff., see Thomasius 
in opposition to him). 

2 See, e.g., V. 1. 3. Nitzch, Dogmengeschichte I. p. 309. Tertullian, in his own 
peculiar fashion, developed still more clearly the thought transmitted to him by 
Irenaeus. See adv. Prax. 12: "Quibus faciebat deushominemsimilem? Filioquidem, 
qui erat induturus hominem . . . Erat autem ad cuius imaginem faciebat, ad filii 
scilicet, qui homo futurus certior et verior imaginem suam fecerat dici hominem, 
qui tunc de limo formari habebat, imago veri et similitudo." Adv. Marc. V. 8 : 
"Creator Christum, sermonem suum, intuens hominem futurum, Faciamus, inquit, 
hominem ad imaginem et similitudinem nostram"; the same in de resurr. 6. But 
with Tertullian, too, this thought was a sudden idea and did not become the basis 
of further speculation. 
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thought, if no further developed, may be still united with the 
Logos doctrine in such a way that it does not interfere with 
it, but serves to confirm it. The case becomes different when 
it Is not only shown that the Logos was always at work in the 
human race, but that humanity was gradually more and more 
accustomed by him (in the patriarchs and prophets) to commun- 
ion with God, l till at last the perfect man appeared in Christ. 
For in this view it might appear as if the really essential element 
in Jesus Christ were not the Logos, who has become the new 
Adam, but the new Adam, who possesses the Logos. That 
Irenaeus, in explaining the life of Jesus as that of Adam accord- 
ing to the recapitulation theory, here and there expresses him- 
self as if he were speaking of the perfect man, is undeniable : 
If the acts of Christ are really to be what they seem, the man 
concerned in them must be placed in the foreground. But how 
little Irenaeus thought of simply identifying the Logos with the 
perfect man is shown by the passage in III. 19. 3 where he 

^ writes: " utrwep yxp yjv xv6pu7ro<; Ivx Ksipxvby, ovra xx) Koyoe; Ivx 
$o%x<rdijj. yw%ciZovTog fth tov Koyov sv to3 7T£ipJi%€<r6xi xx) <rTXupQv<r6x[ 
xx) x7rQ&vvi7xeiv 9 vvyyivophov Sf rep xvdpd)7rcp h ru vixejiv xx) 
\)7TQ{Jt,heiv xx) xpWTeusvbxi xx) xvltTTXtrixi xx) xvxXxpfixvev&xi" 
("For as he was man that he might be tempted, so also he 
was the Logos that he might be glorified. The Logos remained 
quiescent during the process of temptation, crucifixion and death, 
but aided the human nature when it conquered, and endured, 
and performed deeds of kindness, and rose again from the dead, 
and was received up into heaven "). From these words it is 
plain that Irenaeus preferred to assume that the divine and human 
natures existed side by side, and consequently to split up the 
perfect unity, rather than teach a mere ideal manhood which 

>v would be at the same time a divine manhood. The " discrete 
agere" of the two natures proves that to Irenaeus the perfect 
manhood of the incarnate Logos was merely an incidental 
quality he possessed. In reality the Logos is the perfect man 

1 Iren. IV. 14. 2 ; for further particulars on the point see below, wher 
Irenaeus' views on the preparation of salvation are discussed. The views of Dorner, 
I.e., 492 f., that the union of the Son of God with humanity was a gradual process, 
are marred by some exaggerations, but are correct in their main idea. 
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in so far as his incarnation creates the perfect man and renders 
him possible, or the Logos always exists behind Christ the 
perfect man. But nevertheless this very way of viewing the 
humanity in Christ already compelled Irenaeus to limit the "deus 
crucifixus " and to lay the foundation for Tertullian's formulae. 
With regard to the second point we may remark that there were 
not a few passages in both Testaments where Christ appeared 
as the man chosen by God and anointed with the Spirit. These 
as well as the corresponding language of the Church were the 
greatest difficulties in the way of the Logos Christology. Of 
what importance is an anointing with the Spirit to him who is 
God? What is the meaning of Christ being born by the power 
of the Holy Ghost? Is this formula compatible with the other, 
that he as the Logos himself assumed flesh from the Virgin etc. ? 
Irenaeus no doubt felt these difficulties. He avoided them (III. 9. 3) 
by referring the bestowal of the Spirit at baptism merely to the 
man Jesus, and thus gave his own approval to that separation 
which appeared to him so reprehensible in the Gnostics. 1 This 
separation indeed rescued to future ages the minimum of human- 
ity that was to be retained in the person of Christ, but at the 
same time it laid the foundation of those differentiating specu- 
lations, which in succeeding times became the chief art and 
subject of dispute among theologians. The fact is that one 
cannot think in realistic fashion of the "deus homo factus" 
without thinking oneself out of it. It is exceedingly instructive 

1 "Secundum id quod verbum dei homo erat ex radice Iesse et filius Abrahae, 
secundum hoc requiescebat spiritus dei super eum . . . secundum autem quod deus 
erat, non secundum gloriam iudicabat." All that Irenaeus said of the Spirit in ref- 
erence to the person of Christ is to be understood merely as an exegetical necessity 
and must not be regarded as a theoretical principle (this is also the case with Ter- 
tullian). Dorner (La, p. 492 f.) has failed to see this, and on the basis of Irenaeus' 
incidental and involuntary utterances has attempted to found a speculation which 
represents the latter as meaning that the Holy Ghost was the medium which gradually 
united the Logos, who was exalted above growing and suffering, into one person 
with the free and growing man in Jesus Christ. In III. 12. 5 — 7 Irenaeus, in 
•conformity with Acts IV. 27: X. 38, used the following other formulae about Christ : 
6 ®e6$ t 6 irotfoatQ rbv obpetvbv jct.A;, xou 6 rovrov vrxis, Uv £%p/«v 6 ®g6$ — "Petrus 
Iesum ipsum esse filium dei testificatus est, qui et unctus Spiritu Sancto Iesus dicitur." 
But Irenaeus only expressed himself thus because of these passages, whereas Hippo- 
lytus not unfrequently calls Christ w*7$ ®soV. 
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to find that, in some passages, even a man like Irenaeus was 
obliged to advance from the creed of the one God-man to the 
assumption of two independent existences in Christ, an assump- 
tion which in the earlier period has only " Gnostic" testimony 
in its favour. Before Irenaeus* day, in fact, none but these 
earliest theologians taught that Jesus Christ had two natures, 
and ascribed to them particular actions and experiences. The 
Gnostic distinction of the Jesus patibilis ("capable of suffering ") 
and the Christ xnxfyc; (" impassible ") is essentially identical 
with the view set forth by Tertullian adv. Prax., and this proves 
that the doctrine of the two natures is simply nothing else than 
the Gnostic, *>., scientific, adaptation of the formula : "filiusdei 
filius hominis factus". No doubt the old early-Christian in- 
terest still makes itself felt in the assertion of the one person. 
Accordingly we can have no historical understanding of Ter- 
tullian's Christology or even of that of Irenaeus without taking 
into account, as has not yet been done, the Gnostic distinction of 
Jesus and Christ, as well as those old traditional formulae : " deus 
passus, deus crucifixus est" ("God suffered, God was crucified"). 1 
But beyond doubt the prevailing conception of Christ in 

1 On Hippolytus' views of the incarnation see Dorner, I.e., I. p. 609 ff. — an 
account to be used with caution— and Overbeck, Quoest. Hippol. Specimen (1864), 
p. 47 sq. Unfortunately the latter has not carried out his intention to set forth the 
Christology of Hippolytus in detail. In the work quoted he has, however, shown 
how closely the latter in many respects has imitated Irenaeus in this case also. It 
is instructive to see what Hippolytus has not adopted from Irenaeus or what has 
become rudimentary with him. As a professional and learned teacher he is at 
bottom nearer to the Apologists as regards his Christology than Irenaeus. As an 
exegete and theological author he has much in common with the Alexandrians, just 
as he is in more than one respect a connecting link between Catholic controver- 
sialists like Irenaeus and Catholic scholars like Origen. With the latter he moreover 
came into personal contact. See Hieron., de vir. inl. 61 : Hieron., ep. ad Damas. 
edit. Venet. I., ep. 36 is also instructive. These brief remarks are, however, by no- 
means intended to give countenance to Kimmel's untenable hypothesis (de Hippol. 
vita et scriptis, 1839) that Hippolytus was an Alexandrian. In Hippolytus' treatise c. 
Noet. we find positive teachings that remind us of Tertullian. An important passage 
is de Christo et Antichristo 3 f.: slg ykp text 6 roC ®eo& x#7$ (Iren.), $/' oZ xx$ 
Mju&7$ rvx^vrsi; rijv Sib roC uyiov Trvsvpairoe avxygwya-iv el$ 'hot rsXstov xeu Ivrov- 
puvtov &v$pc07rov of ttxvtsq xxravrtfo-xt siriQvfjLoVfjt,sv (see Iren.) 'Eft'g/djj yap 6 *6yoQ 
roV &soC %r*pxo$ &v (see Melito, Iren., Tertull.) evedvexro rijv ccytocv rdpxtz Iktyis 
otyias TrxpQsvov <Sg vv(x<pio$ ifjt^rtov h%v$£vctQ iuvrtt %v r$ o-rxvpixy vrMet (Irenaeus 
and Tertullian • also make the death on the cross the object of the assumption of 
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Irenaeus is the idea that there was the most complete unity 
between his divine and human natures; for it is the necessary 
consequence of his doctrine of redemption, that " Jesus Christus 
f actus est, quod sumus nos, uti nos perficeret esse quod et ipse" l 

the flesh), #*«$ a-vyxspdcxg rb Qvyrbv *ipo3v e&fix r% ixvroV $vv£(asi xxi (*%&$ (Iren., 
Tertull.) t# xQQ&pria rb tybxprbv xxi rb xo-6evl$ r& \*%vp§ vwo-y rbv xwoKKvyLtvov 
'dvQpairov (Iren.). The succeeding disquisition deserves particular note, because it 
shows that Hippolytus has also borrowed from Irenaeus the idea that the union of 
the Logos with humanity had already begun in a certain way in the prophets. 
Overbeck has rightly compared the xvxttX&wbiv $/' ixvroG rbv 'A^/x, l.c, c. 26, 
with the xvxxsfyxKxioGv of Irenaeus and I.e., c. 44, with Iren. II. 22, 4. For Hippo- 
lytus' Christology Philosoph. X. 33, p. 542 and c. Noet. 10 ff. are the chief passages 
of additional importance. In the latter passage it is specially noteworthy that 
Hippolytus, in addition to many other deviations from Irenaeus and Tertullian, 
insists on applying the full name of Son only to the incarnate Logos. In this we 
have a remnant of the more ancient idea and at the same time a concession to 
his opponents who admitted an eternal Logos in God, but not a pre-temporal 
hypostasis of the Son. See c. 15 : vrcfiov oZv vlbv ixvrov 6 Qsbq Six rviQ vxpxbs 
KaTETrsfzipiv £aa' $ rbv h6yov\ %v vibv vrpoo-tfyo'psvs Six rb (isAAstv xvrbv ye viatica. 
xxi rb xotvbv 'Svopx rfc etg xvQpwirovQ fyiKovropyixs xvxXx(i(3x'vst 6 v?o$ (xxtroi 
reteiOQ K6yo$ &v iiovoysvvis). oi/$' m **p% xxtf ixvrv\v %i%x roG K6yov vvroo-rljvxi 
*l$tjvxro Six rb hv h.6yy ryv rverxeiv '&%uv. oVrui; oZv eiq vfb$ retetoe ®eov hQxvgpMti. 
Hippolytus partook to a much greater extent than his teacher Irenaeus of the tree 
of Greek knowledge and -he accordingly speaks much more frequently than the 
latter of the u divine mysteries " of the faith. From the fragments and writings of 
this author that are preserved to us the existence of very various Christologies can 
be shown; and this proves that the Christology of his teacher Irenaeus had not by 
any means yet become predominant in the Church, as we might suppose from the 
latter's confident tone. Hippolytus is an exegete and accordingly still yielded with 
comparative impartiality to the impressions conveyed by the several passages. For 
example he recognised the woman of Rev. XII. as the Church and the Logos as 
her child, and gave the following exegesis of the passage (de Christo et Anti- 
christo 61) : oh nxvo-erxt fj ixxKyrix yevvao-x ex xxphix$ rbv h6yov rbv h x6o*pa 
fab XTTia-rwv $twx6ttsvov. "xxi 'irsxe", QtfO'iV i "vfbvx'ppevx,'S$iJieA.Asi7rotfjtxfv£tV7rx'vrx 
rx ¥0vij", rbv Xppsvx xxi rihuov Xpia-r6v, Trxttix ®eoG, ®sbv xxi UvdpUTrov xxrxy- 
ysA.A6(M8vov xsi r/xrova-x $ \xxKyvix SiSxcxst wfarx rx 'ifay. If we consider how 
Irenaeus' pupil is led by the text of the Holy Scriptures to the most diverse 
" doctrines ", we see how the " Scripture " theologians were the very ones who 
threatened the faith with the greatest corruptions. As the exegesis of the Valentini an 
schools became the mother of numerous self-contradictory Christologies, so the same 
result was threatened here— " doctrinae inolescentes in silvas iam exoleverunt Gnosti- 
corum." From this standpoint Origen's undertaking to subject the whole material 
of Biblical exegesis to a fixed theory appears in its historical greatness and importance. 

1 See other passages on p. 241, note 2. This is also reechoed in Cyprian. See, 
for example, ep. 58. 6: "Alius dei passus est ut nos filios dei faceret, et filius ho minis 
(scil. the Christians) pati non vult esse dei filius possit." 
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{"Jesus Christ became what we are in order that we might 
become what he himself is "). But, in accordance with the re- 
capitulation theory, Irenaeus developed the "factus est quod 
sumus nos" in such a way that the individual portions of the 
life of Christ, as corresponding to what we ought to have done 
but did not do, receive the value of saving acts culminating in 
the death on the cross. Thus he not only regards Jesus Christ 
as "salvation and saviour and saving" ("salus et salvator et 
salutare"), l but he also views his whole life as a work of sal- 
vation. All that has taken place between the conception and 
the ascension is an inner necessity in this work of salvation. 
This is a highly significant advance beyond the conception of 
the Apologists. Whilst in their case the history of Jesus seems 
to derive its importance almost solely from the fulfilment of 
prophecy, it acquires in Irenaeus an independent and fundamental 
significance. Here also we recognise the influence of "Gnosis", 
nay, in many places he uses the same expressions as the 
Gnostics, when he sees salvation accomplished, on the one hand, 
in the mere appearance of Jesus Christ as the second Adam, 
and on the other, in the simple acknowledgment of this appear- 
ance. 3 But he is distinguished from them by the fact that he 
decidedly emphasises the personal acts of Jesus, and that he 
applies the benefits of Christ's work not to the "pneumatic" 
ipso facto, but in principle to all men, though practically only 
to those who listen to the Saviour's words and adorn them- 
selves with works of righteousness. 3 Irenaeus presented this 
work of Christ from various points of view. He regards it as 

" See III. 10. 3. 

2 See the remarkable passage in IV. 36. 7 : y yv&rig roV vfoV rov 0*o(7, ifrtQ %v 
a<pfape-fa. Another result of the Gnostic struggle is Irenaeus' raising the question as 
to what new thing the Lord has brought (IV. 34. 1): "Si autem subit vos huius- 
modi sensus, ut dicatis : Quid igitur novi dominus attulit veniens ? cognoscite, quo- 
niam omnem novitatem attulit semetipsum afferens, qui fuerat annuntiatus." The 
new thing is then defined thus : " Cum perceperunt earn quae ab eo est libertatem 
et participant visionem eius et audierunt sermones eius et fruiti sunt muneribus ab 
eo, non iam requiretur, quid novius attulit rex super eos, qui annuntiaverunt adven- 
um eius . . . Semetipsum enim attulit et ea quae praedicta sunt bona." 

3 See IV. 36. 6 : " Adhuc manifestavit oportere nos cum vocatione (*'./., fxtroi 
r»fv xAij^v) et iustitiae operibus adornari, uti requiescat super nos spiritus dei " — 
we must provide ourselves with the wedding garment. 
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the realisation of man's original destiny, that is, being in com- 
munion with God, contemplating God, being imperishable like 
God; he moreover views it as the abolition of the consequences 
of Adam's disobedience, aiid therefore as the redemption of men 
from death and the dominion of the devil ; and finally he looks 
upon it as reconciliation with God. In all these conceptions 
Irenaeus fell back upon the person of Christ. Here, at the same 
time, he is everywhere determined by the content of Biblical 
passages; in fact it is just the New Testament that leads him 
to these considerations, as was first the case with the Valentin- 
ians before him. How uncertain he still is as to their ecclesias- 
tical importance is shown by the fact that he has no hesitation 
in reckoning the question, as to why the Word of God became 
flesh and suffered, among the articles that are a matter of con- 
sideration for science, but not for the simple faith (I. 10. 3). 
Here, therefore, he still maintains the archaic standpoint accord- 
ing to which it is sufficient to adhere to the baptismal confes- 
sion and wait for the second coming of Christ along with the 
resurrection of the body. On the other hand, Irenaeus did not 
merely confine himself to describing the fact of redemption, its 
content and its consequences; but he also attempted to explain 
the peculiar nature of this redemption from the essence of God 
and the incapacity of man, thus solving the question "cur deus 
homo " in the highest sense. l Finally, he adopted from Paul 
the thought that Christ's real work of salvation consists in his 
death on the cross; and so he tried to amalgamate the two 
propositions, "filius dei filius hominis f actus est propter nos" 
("the Son of God became Son of man for us") and "filius dei 
passus est propter nos" ("the Son of God suffered for us") as 
the most vital ones. He did not, however, clearly show which 

1 The incapacity of man is referred to in III. 18. 1 : III. 21. 10; III. 21 — 23 
shows that the same man that had fallen had to be led to communion with God; 
V. 21. 3: V. 24. 4 teach that man had to overcome the devil; the intrinsic necess- 
ity of God's appearing as Redeemer is treated of in III. 23. 1 : "Si Adam iam non 
reverteretur ad vitam, sed in totum proiectus esset morti, victus esset deus et superasset 
serpentis nequitia voluntatem dei. Sed quoniam deus invictus et magnanimis est, 
magnanimem quidem se exhibuit etc." That the accomplishment of salvation must be 
effected in a righteous manner, and therefore be as much a proof of the right- 
eousness as of the immeasurable love and mercy of God, is shown in V. 1. 1 : V. 21. 

19 
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of these doctrines is the more important. Here the speculation 
of Irenaeus is already involved in the same ambiguity as was 
destined to be the permanent characteristic of Church specula- 
tion as to Christ's work in succeeding times. For on the one 
hand, Paul led one to lay all the emphasis on the death on the 
cross, and on the other, the logical result of dogmatic thinking 
only pointed to the appearance of God in the flesh, but not 
to a particular work of Christ that had not been already in- 
volved in the appearance of the Divine Teacher himself. Still, 
Irenaeus contrived to reconcile the discrepancy better than his 
successors, because, being in earnest with his idea of Christ as 
the second Adam, he was able to contemplate the whole life 
of Jesus as redemption in so far as he conceived it as a re- 
capitulation. We see this at once not only from his conception 
of the virgin birth as a fact of salvation, but also from his way 
of describing redemption as deliverance from the devil. For, 
as the birth of Christ from the Virgin Mary is the recapitulating 
counterpart of Adam's birth from the virgin earth, and as the 
obedience of the mother of Jesus is the counterpart of Eve's 
disobedience, so the story of Jesus' temptation is to him the 
recapitulating counterpart of the story of Adam's temptation. 
In the way that Jesus overcame the temptation by the devil 
(Matt. IV.) Irenaeus already sees the redemption of mankind 
from Satan ; even then Jesus bound the strong one. But, whereas 
the devil seized upon man unlawfully and deceitfully, no in- 
justice, untruthfulness, or violence is displayed in the means by 
which Jesus resisted Satan's temptation. * As yet Irenaeus is 
quite as free from the thought that the devil has real rights 
upon man, as he is from the immoral idea that God accomplished 
his work of redemption by an act of deceit. But, on the strength 
of Pauline passages, many of his teachings rather view redemp- 
tion from the devil as accomplished by the death of Christ, 
and accordingly represent this death as a ransom paid to the 
" apostasy" for men who had fallen into captivity. He did not, 
however, develop this thought any further. 2 

1 Irenaeus demonstrated the view in V. 21 in great detail. According to his ideas 

in this chapter we must include the history of the temptation in the regula fidei, 

3 See particularly V. 1. 1 : "Verbum potens et homo verus sanguine suo ratio- 
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His idea of the reconciliation of God is just as rudimentary, 
and merely suggested by Biblical passages. He sometimes saw 
the means of reconciliation solely in obedience and in the 
"righteous flesh ,, as such, at other times in the "wood." Here 
also the recapitulation theory again appears : through disobedience 
at the tree Adam became a debtor to God, and through obe- 
dience at the tree God is reconciled. ! But teachings as to vica- 
rious suffering on the part of Christ are not found in Irenaeus, 

nabiliter redimens nos, redemptionem semetipsum dedit pro his, qui in captivitatem 
ducti sunt ... dei verbum non deficiens in sua iustitia, iuste etiam adversus ipsam 
conversus est apostasiam, ea quae sunt sua redimens ab ea, non cum vi, quemadmodum 
ilia initio dominabatur nostri, ea quae non erant sua insatiabiliter rapiens, sed 
secundum suadelam, quemadmodum decebat deum suadentem et non vim inferentem, 
accipere quae vellet, ut neque quod est iustum confringeretur neque antiqua plasmatio 
dei deperiret." We see that the idea of the blood of Christ as ransom does not 
possess with Irenaeus the value of a fully developed theory, but is suggestive of 
one. But even in this form it appeared suspicious and, in fact, a Marcionite idea 
to a Catholic teacher of the 3rd century. Pseudo-Origen (Adamantius) opposed it 
by the following argument (De recta in deum fide, edid Wetstein 1673, Sectio I. 
p. 38 sq. See Rufinus' translation in Caspari's Kirchenhistorische Anecdota Vol. I. 
1S83, p. 34 sq., which in many places has preserved the right sense): Tbv nptw- 
pevov &£**$> 8 ? vat T ° v Xptvr6v\ 6 ireirpxx&s tig evrtv\ %*Qev ei$ a-$ 6 xttAoC$ pVQop 
on 6 ttwX&v xxt 6 xyopx^uv xdekfyoi etriv \ et xxx6$ tfv 6 $t&(3o*.o$ r$ xyx&Si 7re7rpxxevy 
obx -ivrt kcly.Ii; xKKx xyxQ6$' 6 yxp xt* *PX%S Qflovyrxs r$ Mpwnta, vtiv bvx y 4n 
vvb <p66vov 'dyerxt, r$ xyx$lj» rifv vofjujv TrxpxSoitQ. 'itrrou oZv BixxtOQ 6 roV <p$6vov 
xxt 7rxvrb$ xxxofi nxva-xfievoQ. xbrb$ yovv 6 ®eb$ evphxerxt 7raAi)jo-xr /*£AAcv 3e 
of %(jLxprijx6re$ ixvroin; xTrqKXQrpiwrxv of avQpooToi $tx rxs xpxprtxQ xvrQv k&Kiv 
$e sAvrpMijO'ctv Six t*j v ebvxKxyxvixv xvrov. rouro yxp tpfotv 6 *po<pvirw T«7$ xpxp-* 
rtxt$ vfiuv Ircpfflyre xxt tx7q xvopfxtQ e^xxevrethx rtjv pyrspx vfi&v. Kxi #AAo; 
7rxAtv Aupexv eirp&fyre, xxt ob perx xpyvptov AurpaBfoea-Qe. rb 3 obds fierce xpyvptov 
$y?i0v6ri y rou xYpxros roG Xpta-roG. roGro yxp Qxo-xet 6 7rpo^riiQ (Isaiah, LIII. 5 
follows). 'E/xo? de r drt xxrx tre eirpfxro Sovq ixvroV rb x7fxx' wtit; oZv xxt ex vsxp&v 
vfyefpero ; el yxp 6 kxfi&v rijv rtptjv r&v xvQpw7ruv y rb xtpx, xiredaxsv, obxirt eicwKyvev. 
Et de ptj X7reduxe y n&s xvea-ni Xptvr6$\ obxert oZv r6 y *E%ovo-txv 'i%u Qe7vxt xxt 
s%overixv y £%w A«/3e7v, T forxrxt\ 6 yoGv dixfioAoQ xxre%et rb oclfj.ee roG XptvroG xvrt 
tvis Ti(4*j$ r&v xvQpu7ruv ; flroAAJj fiAoco-Q»jfj.iOQ %voix ! QeO r&v xxx&v ! 'ATgdavgv, xve^ni 
uq dvvxrbp 'iQyxev H 'iAxfiev xVry vrotx vpSo-is ; roG 7rpo^rou Aeyovro? 'Avxa-ryrco 
6 ®eo$ xxt dtxcrxopTria-Qyjrcovxv ol $%&poi xvrov\ "Oirov xv&o , rxo , i$ i exet QAvxtoq ! 
That is an argument as acute as it is true and victorious. 

1 See Iren. V. 2, 3, 16. 3, 17 — 4. In III. 16. 9 he says: Christus per passionem 
reconciliavit nos deo." It is moreover very instructive to compare the way in which 
Irenaeus worked out the recapitulation theory with the old proof from prophecy 
("this happened that the Scripture might be fulfilled"). Here we certainly have an 
advance; but at bottom the recapitulation theory may also be conceived as a 
modification of that proof. 
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and his death is seldom presented from the point of view of 
a sacrifice offered to God. * According to this author the re- 
conciliation virtually consists in Christ's restoring man to com- 
munion and friendship with God and procuring forgiveness of 
sins; he very seldom speaks of God being offended through 
Adam's sin (V. 16. 3). But the incidental mention of the for- 
giveness of sins resulting from the redemption by Christ has 
not the meaning of an abolition of sin. He connects the re- 
demption with this only in the form of Biblical and rhetorical 
phrases ; for the vital point with him is the abolition of the 
consequences of sin, and particularly of the sentence of death. 2 
Here we have the transition to the conception of Christ's work 
which makes this appear more as a completion than as a restor- 
ation. In this connection Irenaeus employed the following 
categories: restoring of the likeness of God in humanity; aboli- 
tion of death ; connection and union of man with God; adoption 
of men as sons of God and as gods; imparting of the Spirit 
who now becomes accustomed to abide with men; 3 imparting 
of a knowledge of God culminating in beholding him; bestowal 
of everlasting life. All these are only the different aspects of 
one and the same blessing, which, being of a divine order, 
could only be brought to us and implanted in our nature by 
God himself. But inasmuch as this view represents Christ not 
as performing a reconciling but a perfecting work, his acts are 

1 See, *.£"., IV. 5. 4 : npoMnus *APp*kp rfo VJ/ov povoyevij teat ctyxiriiTOv icetpu- 
%cop*jo-xG Qvo-fav rlji 0f$, Yv» kou 6 €>*o$ evdoxfoy vielp roC v7ripfzacro$ &vro€ iretvrds 
rov VJ/ov povoysvij kou uyairnrlv vfov Qfofav notpowxeiv ttQ Atirpua-tv $ fieri pecv. 

2 There are not a few passages where Irenaeus said that Christ has annihilated 
sin, abolished Adam's disobedience, and introduced righteousness through his 
obedience (III. 18. 6, 7: III. 20. 2: V. 16 — 21); but he only once tried to explain 
how that is to be conceived (III. 18. 7), and then merely reproduced Paul's thoughts. 

8 Irenaeus has no hesitation in calling the Christian who has received the Spirit 
of God the perfect, the spiritual one, and in representing him, in contrast to the 
false Gnostic, as he who in truth judges all men, Jews, heathen, Marcionites, and 
Valentinians, but is himself judged by no one ; see the great disquisition in IV. 33 
and V. 9. 10. This true Gnostic, however, is only to be found where we meet 
with right faith in God the Creator, sure conviction with regard to the God-man 
Jesus Christ, true knowledge as regards the Holy Spirit and the economy of 
salvation, the apostolic doctrine, the right Church system in accordance with the 
episcopal succession, the intact Holy Scripture, and its uncorrupted text and inter- 
pretation (TV. 33. 7, 8). To him the true believer is the real Gnostic. 
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thrust more into the background; his work is contained in his 
constitution as the God-man. Hence this work has a universal 
significance for all men, not only as regards the present, but 
as regards the past from Adam downwards, in so far as they 
"according to their virtue in their generation have not only 
feared but also loved God, and have behaved justly and piously 
towards their neighbours, and have longed to see Christ and 
to hear his voice.' ' l Those redeemed by Jesus are immediately 
joined by him into a unity, into the true humanity, the Church, 
whose head he himself is. 2 This Church is the communion of 
the Sons of God, who have attained to a contemplation of him 
and have been gifted with everlasting life. In this the work 
of Christ the God-man is fulfilled. 

In Tertullian and Hippolytus, as the result of New Testament 
exegesis, we again find the same aspects of Christ's work as 
in Irenaeus, only with them the mystical form of redemption 
recedes into the background. 3 

1 See IV. 22. In accordance with the recapitulation theory Christ must also 
have descended to the lower world. There he announced forgiveness of sins to 
the righteous, the patriarchs and prophets (TV. 27. 2). For this, however, Irenaeus 
was not able to appeal to Scripture texts, but only to statements of a presbyter. 
It is nevertheless expressly asserted, on the authority of Rom. III. 23, that these 
pre-Christian just men also could only receive justification and the light of sal- 
vation through the arrival of Christ among them. 

2 See III. 16. 6: "In omnibus autem est et homo plasmatio dei ; et hominem ergo 
in semetipsum recapitulans est, invisibilis visibilis factus, et incomprehensibilis factus 
comprehensibilis et impassibilis passibilis, et verbum homo, uni versa in semetipsum 
recapitulans, uti sicut in supercaelestibus et spiritalibus et invisibilibus princeps est 
verbum dei, sic et in visibilibus et corporalibus principatum habeat, in semetipsum 
primatum assumens et apponens semetipsum caput ecclesiae, uni versa attrahat ad 
semetipsum apto in tempore." 

3 There are innumerable passages where Tertullian has urged that the whole 
work of Christ is comprised in the death on the cross, and indeed that this death 
was the aim of Christ's mission. See, e.g.^ de pat. 3: "Taceo quod figitur; in 
hoc enim venerat"; de bapt. 11: "Mors nostra dissolvi non potuit, nisi domini 
passione, nee vita restitui sine resurrectione ipsius"; adv. Marc. III. 8: "Si men- 
dacium deprehenditur Christi caro . . . nee passiones Christ i fidem merebuntur. 
Eversum est igitur totum dei opus. Totum Christiani nominis et pondus' et fructus, 
mors Christi, negatur, quam tam impresse apostolus demendat, utique veram, sum-' 
mum earn fundamentum evangel ii constituens et salutis nostras et praedictionis 
suae, 1 Cor. XV. 3, 4; he follows Paul here. But on the other hand he has also 
adopted from Irenaeus the mystical conception of redemption — the constitution of 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



294 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. v. 

Nevertheless the eschatology as set forth by Irenaeus in the 
fifth Book by no means corresponds to this conception of the 
work of Christ as a restoring and completing one; it rather 
appears as a remnant of antiquity directly opposed to the 

Christ is the redemption — though with a rationalistic explanation. See adv. Marc. 
II. 27: "filius miscens in semetipso hominem et deum, ut tantum homini conferat, 
quantum deo detrahit. Conversabatur deus, ut homo divina agere doceretur. Ex 
aequo agebat deus cum homine, ut homo ex aequo agere cum deo posset." Here 
therefore the meaning of the divine manhood of the Redeemer virtually amounts 
to divine teaching. In de resurr. 63 Christ is called "fideiissimus sequester dei et 
hominum, qui et homini deum et hominem deo reddet." Note the future tense. 
It is the same with Hippolytus who in Philos. X. 34 represents the deification of * 
men as the aim of redemption, but at the same time merely requires Christ as the 
lawgiver and teacher: "Kai raGra y&v ix$sv%y &sbv rbv '6vra }<fojg0f/g, r d%eig de 
aQ&vxrov rb o-upa xai ftQQaprov Upa tyv%y, (3ao-tXetav bvpav&v anoKvityfa 6 iv yy 
fiioiiQ xai hirovpa'vtQv @ao*iXsa sirtyvov$, 'ivy de SfxtK^r^^ ©gov xai o-vyxkvipov6(io<; 
Xpta-roGy ovx gTiQvpfauQ % 7ra&eo*t xai vdtroiQ davhotftevos. Tsyovotq yap ®e6? foot yap 
virsfjL€tvx$ irdftvi UvtipconoQ tfv, raGra edticv, r 6rt Xv$pw7ro$ sl$ t Vra tie 7rapaxohovds7 
05$, raGra wapixeiv e^yyeKrai ®sqq> tin eUowotvifyQ, ab&varos yevvyUfa. Tovrecri 
rb Tvufo o-eavro'v, entyvovs rbv %e'K0i^x6ra &s6v. Tb yap Wtyv&vai eavrbv eTriyvao-Qijvat 
o-v(A(2e(3iixe r$ xahovftivta \rx* avroG. M$ $LKe%bpfoyr* roivvv iavro7$> %v$pw7roi, 
fJDjde rb vro&Atvdpofjtelv $io-t&o~ijt€. Xpicrb$ yap eo-nv 6 xara tt^vtuv ®e6& $q t>jv 
apapriav \% av&p&vreov aKQirXvveiv 7rposra%e, veov rbv waAatbv UvOpwirov aiForeX$v y 
etx6va roGrov xaKeva$ an* apxvQy dia tvtfqu rtjv eiQ o~e hirideixvufievoQ cropyijv, 61 
if poo-ray (jt,x<rtv vTraxovcat; o-€fjLvo7$, xai aya$av ayaQbq ysv6(xsvoQ (xipqTfc, ^cry tipotoi; 
«/t' avroG TtpyQeit;. Ou yap ferux^ vet ® g $C xai o~l ©gov TO/ifo-«« etQ $6%av ayrou." 
It is clear that with a conception, like this, which became prevalent in the 3rd cen- 
tury, Christ's death on the cross could have no proper significance; nothing but 
the Holy Scriptures preserved its importance. We may further remark that Ter- 
tullian used the expression " satisfacere deo" about men (see, e.g., de bapt. 20; 
de pud. 9), but, so far as I know, not about the work of Christ. This expression 
is very frequent in Cyprian (for penances), and he also uses it about Christ. In 
both writers, moreover, we find fcC meritum" (e.g., Scorp. 6) and "promereri deum". 
With them and with Novatian the idea of u culpa" is also more strongly empha- 
sised than it is by the Eastern theologians. Cf. Novatian de trin. 10: "quoniam 
cum caro et sanguis non obtinere regnum dei scribitur, non carnis substantia dam- 
nata est, quae divinis manibus ne periret, exstructa est, sed sola carnis culpa meri to 
reprehensa est" Tertullian de bapt. 5 says: "Exempto reatu eximitur et poena." 
On the other hand he speaks of fasting as "officia humiliationis", through which 
we can " inlicere " God. Among these Western writers the thought that God's 
anger must be appeased both by sacrifices and corresponding acts appears in a 
much more pronounced form than in Irenaeus. This is explained by their ideas 
as practical churchmen and by their actual experiences in communities that were 
already of a very secular character. We may, moreover, point out in a general 
way that the views of Hippolytus are everywhere more strictly dependent on Scrip- 
ture texts than those of Irenaeus. That many of the latter's speculations are not 
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speculative interpretation of redemption, but protected by the 
regula fidei, the New Testament, especially Revelation, and the 
material hopes of the great majority of Christians. But it would 
be a great mistake to assume that Irenaeus merely repeated the 
hopes of an earthly kingdom just because he still found them 
in. tradition, and because they were completely rejected by the 
Gnostics and guaranteed by the regula and the New Testament. l 

found in Hippolytus is simply explained by the fact that they have no clear 
scriptural basis; see Overbeck, Quaest, Hippol., Specimen p. 75, note 29. On a 
superficial reading Tertullian seems to have a greater variety of points of view 
than Irenaeus; he has in truth fewer, he contrived to work the grains of gold 
transmitted to him in such a way as to make the form more valuable than the 
substance. But one idea of Tertullian, which is not found in Irenaeus, and which 
in after times was to attain great importance in the East (after Origen's day) and 
in the West (after the time of Ambrosius), may be further referred to. We mean 
the notion that Christ is the bridegroom and the human soul (and also the 
human body) the bride. This theologoumenon owes its origin to a combina- 
tion of two older ones, and subsequently received its Biblical basis from the 
Song of Solomon. The first of these older theologoumena is the Greek philo- 
sophical notion that the divine Spirit is the bridegroom and husband of the human 
soul. See the Gnostics {e.g.* the sublime description in the Excerpta ex Theodoto 
27); Clem. ep. ad Jacob. 4. 6; as well as Tatian, Orat. 13; TertulL, de anima 41 
fin.: "Sequitur animam nubentem spiritui caro; o beatum connubium"; and the 
still earlier Sap. Sal. VIII. 2 sq. An offensively realistic form of this image is 
found in Clem. Horn. III. 27: v6^vi yxp sa-rtv 6 *&$ uvQpwro$ y 6ir6rov roO oXydoGg 
irpoQJTQv XevxtZ Aoyy xK^iioct; o-7retp6pevo$ Qut% tyros rdv voCv. The second is the 
apostolic notion that the Church is the bride and the body of Christ. In the 2nd 
Epistle of Clement the latter theologoumenon is already applied in a modified form. 
Here it is said that humanity as the Church, that is human nature (the flesh), be- 
longs to Christ as his Eve (c. 14; see also Ignat. ad Polyc. V. 2; Tertull. de 
monog. 11, and my notes on At2ox*i XI. 11). The conclusion that could be 
drawn from this, and that seemed to have a basis in certain utterances of Jesus, 
viz., that the individual human soul together with the flesh is to be designated as 
the bride of Christ, was, so far as I know, first arrived at by Tertullian deresurr. 
63: "Carnem et spiritum iam in semetipso Christus fcederavit, sponsam sponso et 
sponsum sponsae comparavit. Nam et si animam quis contenderit sponsam, vel 
dotis nomine sequetur animam caro . . . Caro est sponsa, quae in Christo spiritum 
sponsum per sanguinem pacta est"; see also de virg. vel. 16. Notice, however, 
that Tertullian continually thinks of all souls together (ail flesh together) rather 
than of the individual soul. 

1 By the regula inasmuch as the words "from thence he will come to judge 
the quick and the dead" had a fixed place in the confessions, and the belief in 
the duplex adventus Christi formed one of the most important articles of Church 
belief in contradistinction to Judaism and Gnosticism (see the collection of passages 
in Hesse, "das Muratorische Fragment", p. 112 f.). But the belief in the return of 
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The truth rather is that he as well as Melito, Hippolytus, Ter- 
tullian, Lactantius, Commodian, and Victorious lived in these 
hopes ho less than did Papias, the Asia Minor Presbyters and 
Justin. l But this is the clearest proof that all these theologians 
were but half-hearted in their theology, which was forced upon 
them, in defence of the traditional faith, by the historical situ- 
ation in which they found themselves. The Christ, who will 
shortly come to overcome Antichrist, overthrow the Roman 
empire, establish in Jerusalem a kingdom of glory, and feed 
believers with the fat of a miraculously fruitful earth, is in fact 
a quite different being from the Christ who, as the incarnate 

Christ to this world necessarily involved the hope of a kingdom of glory under 
Christ upon earth, and without this hope is merely a rhetorical flourish. 

1 Cf. here the account already given in Book I., chap. 3, Vol. I., p. 167 ff., Book I., 
chap. 4, Vol. I., p. 261, Book II., chap. 3, Vol. I , p. 105 f. On Melito compare the 
testimony of Poly crates in Eusebius, H. E. V. 24. 5, and the title of his lost work 
iripi roC $tafZ6Xov km tv& *9rox«At/rJ/*«c 'I«4vvou." Chiliastic ideas are also found in the 
epistle from Lyons in Eusebius, H. E. V. 1 sq. On Hippolytus see his work 
"de Christo et Antichristo" and Overbeck's careful account (lc, p. 70 sq.) of the 
agreement here existing between Irenaeus and Hippolytus as well as of the latters 
chiliasm on which unfounded doubts have been cast. Overbeck has also, in my 
opinion, shown the probability of chiliastic portions having been removed at a 
later period both from Hippolytus' book and the great work of Irenaeus. The ex- 
tensive fragments of Hippolytus' commentary on Daniel are also to be compared 
(and especially the portions full of glowing hatred to Rome lately discovered by 
Georgiades). With reference to Tertullian compare particularly the writings adv. 
Marc. III., adv. Jud., de resurrectione carnis, de anima, and the titles of the sub- 
sequently suppressed writings de paradiso and de spe fidelium. Further see Com- 
modian, Carmen apolog., Lactantius, Instit. div., 1. VII., Victarinus, Commentary on 
the Apocalypse. It is very remarkable that Cyprian already set chiliasm aside; 
cf. the conclusion of the second Book of the Testimonia and the few passages in 
which he quoted the last chapters of Revelation. The Apologists were silent about 
chiliastic hopes, Justin even denied them in Apol. I. 11, but, as we have remarked, 
he gives expression to them in the Dialogue and reckons them necessary to complete 
orthodoxy. The Pauline eschatology, especially several passages in i.Cor. XV. 
(see particularly verse 50), caused great difficulties to the Fathers from Justin down- 
wards. See Fragm. Justini IV. a Methodio supped, in Otto, Corp. Apol. III., p. 254, 
Iren. V. 9, Tertull. de resurr. 48 sq. According to Irenaeus the heretics, who 
completely abandoned the early-Christian eschatology, appealed to 1 Cor. XV. 50. 
The idea of a kind of purgatory — a notion which does not originate with the 
realistic but with the philosophical eschatology — is quite plainly found in Tertullian, 
*.£*., in de anima 57 and 58 ("modicum delictum illuc luendum"). He speaks in 
several passages of stages and different places of bliss; and this was a universally 
diffused idea (*.£•., Scorp. 6). 
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God, has already virtually accomplished his work of imparting 
perfect knowledge and filling mankind with divine life and in- 
corruptibility. The fact that the old Catholic Fathers have both 
Christs shows more clearly than any other the middle position 
that they occupy between the acutely hellenised Christianity of 
the theologians, i.e., the Gnostics, and the old tradition of the 
Church. We have indeed seen that the twofold conception of 
Christ and his work dates back to the time of the Apostles, 
for there is a vast difference between the Christ of Paul and 
the Christ of the supposedly inspired Jewish Apocalypses; and 
also that the agency in producing this conjunction may be 
traced back to the oldest time ; but the union of a precise 
Christological Gnosis, such as we find in Irenaeus and Tertullian, 
with the retention in their integrity of the imaginative series of 
thoughts about Antichrist, Christ as the warrior hero, the double 
resurrection, and the kingdom of glory in Jerusalem, is really 
a historical novelty. There is, however, no doubt that the 
strength of the old Catholic theology in opposition to the Gnos- 
tics lies in the accomplishment of this union, which, on the 
basis of the New Testament, appeared to the Fathers possible 
and necessary. For it is not systematic consistency that secures 
the future of a religious conception within a church, but its 
elasticity, and its richness in dissimilar trains of thought. But 
no doubt this must be accompanied by a firm foundation, and 
this too the old Catholic Fathers possessed — the church system 
itself. 

As regards the details of the eschatological hopes, they were 
fully set forth by Irenaeus himself in Book V. Apart from the 
belief that the returning Nero would be the Antichrist, an idea 
spread in the West duping the third century by the Sibylline 
verses and proved from Revelation, the later teachers who 
preached chiliastic hopes did not seriously differ from the Gallic 
bishop; hence the interpretation of Revelation is in its main 
features the same. It is enough therefore to refer to the fifth 
Book of Irenaeus. l There is no need to show in detail that 

1 Irenaeus begins with the resurrection of the body and the proofs of it (in 
opposition to Gnosticism). These proofs are taken from the omnipotence and 
goodness of God, the long life of the patriarchs, the translation of Enoch and 
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chiliasm leads to a peculiar view of history, which is as much 
opposed to that resulting from the Gnostic theory of redemp- 
tion, as this doctrine itself forbids the hope of a bliss to be 
realised in an earthly kingdom of glory. This is not the proper 
place to demonstrate to what extent the two have been blended, 

Elijah, the preservation of Jonah and of the three men in the fiery furnace, the 
essential nature of man as a temple of God to which the body also belongs, and 
the resurrection of Christ (V. 3—7). But Irenaeus sees the chief proof in the in- 
carnation of Christ, in the dwelling of the Spirit with its gifts in us (V. 8— -16), 
and in the feeding of our body with the holy eucharist (V. 2. 3). Then he dis- 
cusses the defeat of Satan by Christ (V. 21—23), shows that the powers that be 
are set up by God, that the devil therefore manifestly lies in arrogating to him- 
self the lordship of the world (V. 24), but that he acts as a rebel and robber in 
attempting to make himself master of it. This brings about the transition to 
Antichrist The latter is possessed of the whole power of the devil, sums up in 
himself therefore all sin and wickedness, and pretends to be Lord and God. He is 
described in accordance with the Apocalypses of Daniel and John as well as according 
to Matth. XXIV. and 2nd Thessalonians. He is the product of the 4th Kingdom 
that is, the Roman empire; but at the same time springs from the tribe of Dan 
(V. 30. 2), and will take up his abode in Jerusalem etc. The returning Christ 
will destroy him, and the Christ will come back when 6000 years of the 
world's history have elapsed; for "in as many days as the world was made, in so 
many thousands of years will it be ended" (V. 28. 3). The seventh day is then 
the great world Sabbath, during which Christ will reign with the saints of the 
first resurrection after the destruction of Antichrist Irenaeus expressly argued 
against such "as pass for orthodox, but disregard the order of the progress of the 
righteous and know no stages of preparation for incorruptibility" (V. 31). By this 
he means such as assume that after death souls immediately pass to God. On the 
contrary he argues that these rather wait in a hidden place for the resurrection 
which takes place on the return of Christ, after which the souls receive back their 
bodies and men now restored participate in the Saviour's Kingdom (V. 31. 2). 
This Kingdom on earth precedes the universal judgment; " for it is just that they 
should also receive the fruits of their patience in the same creation in which they 
suffered tribulation"; moreover, the promise made to Abraham that Palestine 
would be given to him and to his seed, /.*., the Christians, must be fulfilled 
(V. 32). There they will eat and drink with the Lord in the restored body (V. 33. 1), 
sitting at a table covered with food (V. 33. 2) and consuming the produce of the 
land, which the earth affords in miraculous fruitfulness. Here Irenaeus appeals to 
alleged utterances of the Lord of which he had been informed by Papias (V. 33. 3, 4). 
The wheat will be so fat that lions lying peacefully beside the cattle will be able 
to feed themselves even on the chaff (V. 33. 3, 4). Such and similar promises are 
everywhere to be understood in a literal sense. Irenaeus here expressly argues 
against any figurative interpretation (ibid, and V. 35). He therefore adopted the 
whole Jewish eschatology, the only difference being that he regards the Church as 
the seed of Abraham. The earthly Kingdom is then followed by the second re- 
surrection, the general judgment, and the final end. 
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and how the chiliastic scheme of history has been emptied of 
its content and utilised in the service of theological apologetics. 
But the Gnostics were not the only opponents of chiliasm. 
Justin, even in his time, knew orthodox Christians who refused 
to believe in an earthly kingdom of Christ in Jerusalem, and 
Irenaeus (V. 33 ff.), Tertullian, and Hippolytus * expressly argued 
against these. Soon after the middle of the second century, 
we hear of an ecclesiastical party in Asia Minor, which not 
only repudiated chiliasm, but also rejected the Revelation of 
John as an untrustworthy book, and subjected it to sharp criti- 
cism. These were the so-called Alogi. * But in the second 
century such Christians were still in the minority in the Church. 
It was only in the course of the third century that chiliasm was 
almost completely ousted in the East. This was the result of 
the Montanistic controversy and the Alexandrian theology. In the 
West, however, it was only threatened. In this Church the 
first literary opponent of chiliasm and of the Apocalypse ap- 
pears to have been the Roman Presbyter Caius. But his po- 
lemic did not prevail. On the other hand the learned bishops 
of the East in the third century used their utmost efforts to 
combat and extirpate chiliasm. The information given to us 
by Eusebius (H. E. VII. 24), from the letters of Dionysius of 
Alexandria, about that father's struggles with whole communities 
in Egypt, who would not give up chiliasm, is of the highest 
interest. This account shews that wherever philosophical theol- 
ogy had not yet made its way the chiliastic hopes were not 
only cherished and defended against being explained away, but 
were emphatically regarded as Christianity itself. 3 Cultured 

1 Hippolytus in the lost book vnlp roO xark 'Iw&vvtiv suwyysX/ov x«i uto- 
xxku^eaq. Perhaps we may also reckon Melito among the literary defenders of 
Chiliasm. 

3 See Epiph.j H. 51, who here falls back on Hippolytus. 

3 In the Christian village communities of the district of Arsinoe the people would 
not part with chiliasm, and matters even went the length of an "apostasy" from 
the Alexandrian Church. A book by an Egyptian bishop, Nepos, entitled "Refuta- 
tion of the allegorists" attained the highest repute. "They esteem the law and the 
prophets as nothing, neglect to follow the Gospels, think little of the Epistles of 
the Apostles, and on the contrary declare the doctrine set forth in this book to be 
a really great secret. They do not permit the simpler brethren among us to obtain 
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'theologians were able to achieve the union of chiliasm and 
religious philosophy; but the "sirtiplices et idiotae" could only 
understand the former. As the chiliastic hopes were gradually 
obliged to recede in exactly the same proportion as philosophic 
theology became naturalised, so also their subsidence denotes 
the progressive tutelage of the laity. The religion they under- 
stood was taken from them, and they received in return a faith 
they could not understand; in other words, the old faith and 
the old hopes decayed of themselves and the authority of a 
mysterious faith took their place. In this sense the extirpation 
or decay of chiliasm is perhaps the most momentous fact in 
the history of Christianity in the East. With chiliasm men also 
lost the living faith in the nearly impending return of Christ, 
and the consciousness that the prophetic spirit with its gifts is 
a real possession of Christendom. Such of the old hopes as 
remained were at most particoloured harmless fancies which, 
when allowed by theology, were permitted to be added to 
dogmatics. In the West, on the contrary, the millennial hopes 
retained their vigour during the whole third century; we know 
of no bishop there who would have opposed chiliasm. With 
this, however, was preserved a portion of the earliest Christianity 
which was to exercise its effects far beyond the time of 
Augustine. 

Finally, we have still to treat of the altered conceptions re- 
garding the Old Testament which the creation of the New pro- 
duced among the early-Catholic Fathers. In the case of Barna- 
bas and the Apologists we became acquainted with a theory 
of the Old Testament which represented it as the Chris- 

a sublime and grand idea of the glorious and truly divine appearance of our Lord, 
of our resurrection from the dead as well as of the union and assimilation with 
him; but they persuade us to hope for things petty, perishable, and similar to the 
present in the kingdom of God." So Dionysius expressed himself, and these words 
are highly characteristic of his own position and that of his opponents; for in fact 
the whole New Testament could not but be thrust into the background in cases 
where the chiliastic hopes were really adhered to. Dionysius asserts that he convinced 
these Churches by his lectures; but chiliasm and material religious ideas were still 
long preserved in the deserts of Egypt. They were cherished by the monks ; hence 
Jewish Apocalypses accepted by Christians are preserved in the Coptic and Ethi- 
opian languages. 
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tian book of revelation and accordingly subjected it throughout 
to an allegorical process. Here nothing specifically new could 
be pointed out as having been brought by Christ. Sharply 
opposed to this conception was that of Marcion, according to 
which the whole Old Testament was regarded as the proclam- 
ation of a Jewish God hostile to the God of redemption. The 
views of the majority of the Gnostics occupied a middle position 
between the two notions. These distinguished different com- 
ponents of the Old Testament, some of which they traced to 
the supreme God himself and others to intermediate and male- 
volent beings. In this way they both established a connection 
between the Old Testament, and the Christian revelation and 
contrived to show that the latter contained a specific novelty. 
This historico-critical conception, such as we specially see it in 
the epistle of Ptolemy to Flora, could not be accepted by the 
Church because it abolished strict monotheism and endangered 
the proof from prophecy. No doubt, however, we already find 
in Justin and others the beginning of a compromise, in so far 
as a distinction was made between the moral law of nature 
contained in the Old Testament — the Decalogue — and the cere- 
monial law ; and in so far as the literal interpretation of the 
latter, for which a pedagogic significance was claimed, was 
allowed in addition to its typical or Christian sense. With this 
theory it was possible, on the one hand, to do some sort of 
justice to the historical position of the Jewish people, and on 
the other, though indeed in a meagre fashion, to give expression 
to the novelty of Christianity. The latter now appears as the 
new law or the law of freedom, in so far as the moral law of 
nature had been restored in its full purity without the burden 
of ceremonies, and a particular historical relation to God was 
allowed to the Jewish nation, though indeed more a wrathful 
than a covenant one. For the ceremonial regulations were 
conceived partly as tokens of the judgment on Israel, partly as 
concessions to the stiffneckedness of the people in order to 
protect them from the worst evil, polytheism. 

Now the struggle with the Gnostics and Marcion, and the 
creation of a New Testament had necessarily a double conse- 
quence. On the one hand, the proposition that the "Father of 
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Jesus Christ is the creator of the world and the God of the 
Old Testament" required the strictest adherence to the unity 
of the two Testaments, so that the traditional apologetic view 
of the older book had to undergo the most rigid development; 
on the other hand, as soon as the New Testament was created, 
it was impossible to avoid seeing that this book was superior 
to the earlier one, and thus the theory of the novelty of the 
Christian doctrine worked out by the Gnostics and Marcion had 
in some way or other to be set forth and demonstrated. We 
now see the old Catholic Fathers engaged in the solution of 
this twofold problem ; and their method of accomplishing it has 
continued to be the prevailing one in all Churches up to the 
present time, in so far as the ecclesiastical and dogmatic prac- 
tice still continues to exhibit the inconsistencies of treating the 
Old Testament as a Christian book in the strict sense of the 
word and yet elevating the New above it, of giving a typical 
interpretation to the ceremonial law and yet acknowledging that 
the Jewish people had a covenant with God. 

With regard to the first point, viz., the maintenance of the 
unity of the two Testaments, Irenaeus and Tertullian gave a 
most detailed demonstration of it in opposition to Marcion, l 
and primarily indeed with the same means as the older teachers 
had already used. It is Christ that prophesied and appeared 
in the Old Testament; he is the householder who produced 
both Old and New Testaments. 3 Moreover, as the two have 
the same origin, their meaning is also the same. Like Barnabas 
the early-Catholic Fathers contrived to give all passages in the 
Old Testament a typical Christian sense: it is the same truth 
which we can learn from the prophets and again from Christ 
and the Apostles. With regard to the Old Testament the watch- 
word is: "Seek the type n ("Typum quaeras"). s But they went 

1 See Irenaeus lib. IV. and Tertull. adv. Marc. lib. II. and III. 

2 It would be superfluous to quote passages here; two may stand for all. Iren. 
IV. 9. 1 : "Utraque testamenta unus et idem paterfamilias produxit, verbum dei, 
dominus noster Iesus Christus, qui et Abrahae et Moysi collocutus est." Both Testa- 
ments are "unius et eiusdem substantiae." IV. 2. 3: "Moysis literas sunt verba 
Christi." 

3 See Iren. IV. 31. 1." 
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a step further still. In opposition to Marcion's antitheses and 
his demonstration that the God of the Old Testament is a 
petty being and has enjoined petty, external observances, they 
seek to show in syntheses that the same may be said of the 
New. (See Irenaeus IV. 21 — 36). The effort of the older teachers 
to exclude everything outward and ceremonial is no longer met 
with to the same extent in Irenaeus and Tertullian, at least 
when they are arguing and defending their position against the 
Gnostics. This has to be explained by two causes. In the first 
place Judaism (and Jewish Christianity) was at bottom no longer 
an enemy to be feared; they therefore ceased to make such 
efforts to avoid the " Jewish' ' conception of the Old Testament. 
Irenaeus, for example, emphasised in the most naive manner the 
observance of the Old Testament law by the early Apostles 
and also by Paul. This is to him a complete proof that they 
did not separate the Old Testament God from the Christian 
Deity. ! In connection with this we observe that the radical 
antijudaism of the earliest period more and more ceases. Ire- 
naeus and Tertullian admitted that the Jewish nation had a 
covenant with God and that the literal interpretation of the Old 
Testament was justifiable. Both repeatedly testified that the 
Jews had the right doctrine and that they only lacked the 
knowledge of the Son. These thoughts indeed do not attain 
clear expression with them because their works contain no 
systematic discussions involving these principles. In the second 
place the Church itself had become an institution where sacred 
ceremonial injunctions were necessary; and, in order to find 
a basis for these, they had to fall back on Old Testament 
commandments (see Vol. L, chap. 6, p. 291 ff.). In Tertul- 
lian we find this only in its most rudimentary form ; 2 but in 

1 Iren. III. 12. 15 (on Gal. II. 11 f.) : Sic apostoli, quos universi actus et 
universae doctrinae dominus testes fecit, religiose agebant circa dispositionem legis, 
qnae est secundum Moysem, ab uno et eodem significantes esse deo"; see Over- 
beck u Ueber die Auffassung des Streits des Paulus mit Petrus bei den Kirchen- 
v&tern," 1877, p. 8 f. Similar remarks are frequent in Irenaeus. 

2 Cf., e&, de monog. 7 : " Certe sacerdotes sumus a Christo vocati, monoga- 
miae debitores, ex pristina dei lege, quae nos tunc in suis sacerdotibus prophetavit." 
Here also Tertullian's Montanism had an effect. Though conceiving the directions 
of the Paraclete as new legislation^ the Montanists would not renounce the view 
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the course of the third century these needs grew mightily * and 
#ere satisfied. In this way the Old Testament threatened to 
become an authentic book of revelation to the Church, and that 
in a quite different and much more dangerous sense than was 
formerly the case with the Apostolic Fathers and the Apologists. 
With reference to the second point, we may remark that just 
when the decay of antijudaism, the polemic against Marcion, 
and the new needs of the eccleciastical system threatened the 
Church with an estimate of the Old Testament hitherto unheard 
of, the latter was nevertheless thrust back by the creation and 
authority of the New Testament, and this consequently revived 
the uncertain position in which the sacred book was henceforth 
to remain. Here also, as in every other case, the development 
in the Church ends with the cotnplexus oppositorum, which no- 
where allows all the conclusions to be drawn, but offers the 
great advantage of removing every perplexity up to a certain 
point. The early-Catholic Fathers adopted from Justin the dis- 
tinction between the Decalogue, as the moral law of nature, 
and the ceremonial law ; whilst the oldest theologians (the Gnos- 
tics) and the New Testament suggested to them the thought 
of the (relative) novelty of Christianity and therefore also of the 
New Testament. Like Marcion they acknowledged the literal 
sense of the ceremonial law and God's covenant with the Jews; 
and they sought to sum up and harmonise all these features in 
the thought of an economy of salvation and of a history of 
salvation. This economy and history of salvation which con- 
tained the conception of a divine accommodation and pedagogy, 
and which accordingly distinguished between constituent parts 
of different degrees of value (in the Old Testament also), is the 
great result presented in the main work of Irenaeus and accepted 
by Tertullian. It is to exist beside the proof from prophecy 
without modifying it ; 2 and thus appears as something inter- 
that these laws were in some way already indicated in the written documents of 
revelation. 

1 Very much may be made out with regard to this from Origen's works and 
the later literature, particularly from Commodian and the Apostolic Constitutions, 
lib. I.— VI. 

3 Where Christians needed the proof from prophecy or indulged in a devotional 
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mediate between the Valentinian conception that destroyed the 
unity of origin of the Old Testament and the old idea which 
neither acknowledged various constituents in the book nor re- 
cognised the peculiarities of Christianity. We are therefore justi- 
fied in regarding this history of salvation approved by the 
Church, as well as the theological propositions of Irenaeus and 
Tertullian generally, as a Gnosis " toned down" and reconciled 
with Monotheism. This is shown too in the faint gleam of a 
historical view that still shines forth from this " history of sal- 
vation " as a remnant of that bright light which may be recog- 
nised in the Gnostic conception of the Old Testament. ! Still, 
it is a striking advance that Irenaeus has made beyond Justin and 
especially beyond Barnabas. No doubt it is mythological history 
that appears in this history of salvation and the recapitulating 
story of Jesus with its saving facts that is associated with it; 
and it is a view that is not even logically worked out, but ever 
and anon crossed by the proof from prophecy ; yet for all that 
it is development and history. 

The fundamental features of Irenaeus* conception are as 
follow: The Mosaic law and the New Testament dispensation 
of grace both emanated from one and the same God, and were 
granted for the salvation of the human race in a form appro- 
priate to the times** The two are in part different; but the 
difference must be conceived as due to causes 3 that do not 
affect the unity of the author and of the main points. 4 We 
must make the nature of God and the nature of man our point 
of departure. God is always the same, man is ever advancing 
towards God; God is always the giver, man always the receiver; 5 

application of the Old Testament, everything indeed remained as before, and every 
Old Testament passage was taken for a Christian one, as has remained the case 
even to the present day. 

1 With the chiliastic view of history this newly acquired theory has nothing 
in common. 

2 Iren. III. 12. 11. 
» See III. 12. 12. 

4 No commutatio agnitionis takes place, says Irenaeus, but only an increased 
gift (IV. 11. 3); for the knowledge of God the Creator is "principium evangelii." 
(III. 11. 7). 

* See IV. 1 1. 2 and other passages, e&, IV. 20. 7 : IV. 26. 1 : IV. 37. 7 : IV. 38. 1—4. 

20 
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God leads us ever to the highest goal; man, however, is not 
God from the beginning, but is destined to incorruptibility, 
which he is to attain step by step, advancing from the child- 
hood stage to perfection (see above, p. 267 f.). This progress, 
conditioned by the nature and destination of man, is, however, 
dependent on the revelation of God by his Son, culminating in 
the incarnation of the latter and closing with the subsequent 
bestowal of the Spirit on the human race. In Irenaeus therefore 
the place of the many different revelation-hypostases of the 
Valentinians is occupied by the one God, who stoops to the 
level of developing humanity, accommodates himself to it, guides 
it, and bestows on it increasing revelations of grace. ! The 
fundamental knowledge of God and the moral law of nature, i.e., 
natural morality, were already revealed to man and placed in 
his heart 2 by the creator. He who preserves these, as for 
example the patriarchs did, is justified. (In this case Irenaeus 
leaves Adam's sin entirely out of sight). But it was God's will 
to bring men into a higher union with himself; wherefore his 
Son descended to men from the beginning and accustomed him- 
self to dwell among them. The patriarchs loved God and re- 
frained from injustice towards their neighbours; hence it was 
not necessary that they should be exhorted with the strict letter 
of the law, since they had the righteousness of the law in them- 
selves. 3 But, as far as the great majority of men are concerned, 
they wandered away from God and fell into the sorriest con- 
dition. From this moment Irenaeus, keeping strictly to the Old 
Testament, only concerns himself with the Jewish people. These 

1 Several covenants I. 10. 3 ; four covenants (Adam, Noah, Moses, Christ) 
III. 1 1. 8 ; the two Testaments (Law and New Covenant) are very frequently mentioned. 

3 This is very frequently mentioned; see e.g., IV. 13. 1: "Et quia dominus 
naturalia legis, per quae homo iustificatur, quae etiam ante legisdationem custo- 
diebant qui fide iustificabantur et placebant deo non dissolvit etc." IV. 15. 1. 

3 Irenaeus, as a rule, views the patriarchs as perfect saints; see III. 11. 8: 
"Verbum dei illis quidem qui ante Moysem fuerunt patriarchis secundum divini- 
tatem et gloriam colloquebatur", and especially IV. 16. 3. As to the Son's having 
descended from the beginning and having thus appeared to the patriarchs also, 
see IV. 6. 7. Not merely Abraham but all the other exponents of revelation knew 
both the Father and the Son. Nevertheless Christ was also obliged to descend to 
the lower world to the righteous, the prophets, and the patriarchs, in order to 
bring them forgiveness of sins (IV. 27. 2). 
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are to him the representatives of humanity. It is only at this 
period that the training of the human race is given to them ; but 
it is really the Jewish nation that he keeps in view, and through this 
he differs very decidedly from such as Barnabas. * When righteous- 
ness and love to God died out in Egypt, God led his people 
forth so that man might again become a disciple and imitator 
of God. He gave him the written law (the Decalogue), which 
contains nothing else than the moral law of nature that had 
fallen into oblivion. 2 But when they made to themselves a 
golden calf and chose to be slaves rather than free men, then 
the Word, through the instrumentality of Moses, gave to them, 
as a particular addition, the commandments of slavery (the 
ceremonial law) in a form suitable for their training. These were 
bodily commandments of bondage which did not separate them 
from God, but held them in the yoke. The ceremonial law was 
thus a pedagogic means of preserving the people from idolatry ; 
but it was at the same time a type of the future. Each constit- 
uent of the ceremonial law has this double signification, and both 
of these meanings originate with God, z.e.> with Christ; for "how 
is Christ the end of the law, if he be not the beginning of it? " 
("quomodo finis legis Christus, si non et initium eius esset") 
IV. 12. 4. Everything in the law is therefore holy, and moreover 
we are only entitled to blame such portions of the history of the 
Jewish nation as Holy Scripture itself condemns. This nation 
was obliged to circumcise itself, keep Sabbaths, offer up s*acrifices, 
and do whatever is related of it, so far as its action is not 
censured. All this belonged to the state of bondage in which 
men had a covenant with God and in which they also possessed 

1 On the contrary he agrees with the teachings of a presbyter, whom he 
frequently quotes in the 4th Book. To Irenaeus the heathen are simply idolaters 
who have even forgotten the law written in the heart; wherefore the Jews stand much 
higher, for they only lacked the agnitio filiu See III. 5. 3 : III. 10. 3 : III. 12.7 
IV. 23, 24. Yet there is still a great want of clearness here. Irenaeus cannot get 
rid of the following contradictions. The pre-Christian righteous know the Son and 
do not know him; they require the appearance of the Son and do not require it; 
and the agnitio filii seems sometimes a new, and in fact the decisive, Veritas, and 
sometimes that involved in the knowledge of God the Creator. 

2 Irenaeus IV. 16. 3. See IV. 15. 1: "Decalogum si quis non fecerit, non habet 
salutem ". 
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the right faith in the one God and were taught before hand to 
follow his Son (IV. 12,5;" lex praedocuit hominem sequi oportere 
Christum"). In addition to this, Christ continually manifested 
himself to the people in the prophets, through whom also he 
indicated the future and prepared men for his appearance. In 
the prophets the Son of God accustomed men to be instruments 
of the Spirit of God and to have fellowship with the Father in 
them ; and in them he habituated himself to enter bodily into 
humanity. * Hereupon began the last stage, in which men, being 
now sufficiently trained, were to receive the " testamentum liber- 
tatis " and be adopted as Sons of God. By the union of the 
Son of God with the flesh the agnitio filii first became possible 
to all; that is the fundamental novelty. The next problem was 
to restore the law of freedom. Here a threefold process was 
necessary. In the first place the Law of Moses, the Decalogue, 
had been disfigured and blunted by the "traditio seniorum'\ 
First of all then the pure moral law had to be restored ; secondly, 
it was now necessary to extend and fulfil it by expressly search- 
ing out the inclinations of the heart in all cases, thus unveiling 
the law in its whole severity ; and lastly the particularia legis y 
i.e., the law of bondage, had to be abolished. But in the latter 

1 As the Son has manifested the Father from of old, so also the law, and indeed 
even the ceremonial law, is to be traced back to him. See IV. 6, 7 : IV. 12. 4 : 
IV. 14. 2: "his qui inquieti erant in eremo dans aptissimam legem. . . peromnes 
transiens verbum omni conditioni congruentem et aptam legem conscribens ". IV* 
4. 2. The law is a law of bondage; it was just in that capacity that it was 
necessary; see IV. 4. 1 : IV. 9. 1 : IV. 13. 2, 4 : IV. 14. 3: IV. 15 : IV. 16: IV. 
32 : IV. 36. A part of the commandments are concessions on account of hard- 
ness of heart (IV. 15. 2). But Irenaeus still distinguishes very decidedly between 
the "people" and the prophets. This is a survival of the old view. The prophets 
he said knew very well of the coming of the Sou of God and the granting of a 
new covenant (IV. 9. 3: IV. 20. 4, 5: IV. 33. 10); they understood what was 
typified by the ceremonial law, and to them accordingly the law had only a typi- 
cal signification. Moreover, Christ himself came to them ever and anon through 
the prophetic spirit. The preparation for the new covenant is therefore found in 
the prophets and in the typical character of the old. Abraham has this peculi- 
arity, that both Testaments were prefigured in him: the Testament of faith, be- 
cause he was justified before his circumcision, and the Testament of the law. The 
latter occupied "the middle times", and therefore come in between (IV. 25. 1). 
This is a Pauline thought, though otherwise indeed there is not much in Irenaeus 
to remind us of Paul, because he used the moral categories, growth and training^ 
instead of the religious ones, sin and grace. 
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connection Christ and the Apostles themselves avoided every 
transgression of the ceremonial law, in order to prove that this also 
had a divine origin. The non-observance of this law was first 
permitted to the Gentile Christians, Thus, no doubt, Christ him- 
self is the end of the law, but only in so far as he has abolished 
the law of bondage and restored the moral law in its whole 
purity and severity, and given ,us himself. 

The question as to the difference between the New Testament 
and the Old is therefore answered by Irenaeus in the following 
manner. It consists (1) in the agnitio filii and consequent trans- 
formation of the slaves into children of God; and (2) in the 
restoration of the law, which is a law of freedom just because 
it excludes bodily commandments, and with stricter interpretation 
lays the whole stress on the inclinations of the heart. x But in 

1 The law, /.*., the ceremonial law, reaches down to John, IV. 4. 2. The New 
Testament is a law of freedom, because through it we are adopted as sons of 
God, III. 5. 3: III. 10. 5: III. 12. 5: III. 12. 14: III. 15. 3: IV. 9. i) 2: IV. 
11. 1: IV. 13. 2, 4: IV. 15. 1, 2: IV. 16. 5: IV. 18: IV. 32: IV. 34. 1: IV. 
36. 2 Christ did not abolish the naturalia legis^ the Decalogue, but extended and 
fulfilled them,* here the old Gentile-Christian moral conception based on the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, prevails. Accordingly Irenseus now shows that in the case of 
the children of freedom the situation has become much more serious, and that 
the judgments are now much more threatening. Finally, he proves that the ful- 
filling, extending, and sharpening of the law' form a contrast to the blunting of the 
natural moral law by the Pharisees and elders; see IV. 12. I tT. : "Austero dei 
prsecepto miscent seniores aquatam traditionem ". IV. 13. 1. f.: " Christus naturalia 
legis (which are summed up in the commandment of love) extendit et implevit . . . 
plenitudo et extensio . . . necesse fuit, auferri quidem vincula servitutis, superextendi 
vero decreta libertatis". That is proved in the next passage from the Sermon on 
the Mount: we must not only refrain from evil works, but also from evil desire. 
IV. 16. 5: "Haec ergo, quae in servitutem et in signum data sunt ill is, circum- 
scripsit novo libertatis testamento. Quae autem naturalia et liberalia et communia 
omnium, auxit et dilatavit, sine invidia largiter donans hominibus per adoptionem, 
patrem scire deum . . . auxit autem etiam timorem : filios enim plus timere oportet 
quam servos". IV. 27. 2. The new situation is a more serious one; the Old 
Testament believers have the death of Christ as an antidote for their sins, "prop- 
ter eos vero, qui nunc peccant, Christus non iam morietur". IV. 28. I f. : under 
the old covenant God punished "typice et temporaliter et mediocrius", under the 
new, on the contrary, "vere et semper et austerius" . . . as under the new cove- 
nant "fides aucta est", so also it is true that Cw diligentia conversationis adaucta 
est". The imperfections of the law, the "particularia legis", the law of bondage 
have been abolished by Christ, see specially IV. 16, 17, for the types are now 
fulfilled; but Christ and the Apostles did not transgress the law; freedom was first 
granted to the Gentile Christians (III. 12) and circumcision and foreskin united 
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these two respects he finds a real addition, and hence, in his 
opinion, the Apostles stand higher than the prophets. He proves 
this higher position of the Apostles by a surprising interpreta- 
tion of i Cor. XII. 28, conceiving the prophets named in that 
passage to be those of the Old Testament. ! He therefore views 
the two Testaments as of the same nature, but "greater is 
the legislation which confers liberty than that which brings 
bondage" ("maior est legisdatio quae in libertatem, quam quae 
data est in servitutem "). Through the two covenants the accom- 
plishment of salvation was to be hastened "for there is one 
salvation and one God; but the precepts that form man are 
numerous, and the steps that lead man to God are not a few ; 
(" una est enim salus et unus deus ; quae autem formant hominem, 
praecepta multa et non pauci gradus, qui adducunt hominem ad 
deum "). A worldly king can increase his benefits to his subjects ; 
and should it not also be lawful for God, though he is always 
the same, to honour continually with greater gifts those who 
are well pleasing to him? (IV. 9. 3). Irenaeus makes no direct 
statement as to the further importance which the Jewish people 
have, and in any case regards them as of no consequence 
after the appearance of the covenant of freedom. Nor does this 
nation appear any further even in the chiliastic train of thought. 
It furnishes the Antichrist and its holy city becomes the capital 
of Christ's earthly kingdom ; but the nation itself, which, according 
to this theory, had represented all mankind from Moses to Christ, 
just as if all men had been Jews, now entirely disappears. 2 

This conception, in spite of its want of stringency, made an 
immense impression, and has continued to prevail down to the 
present time. It has, however, been modified by a combination 

(III. 5. 3). But Irenaeus also proved how little the old and new covenants contra- 
dict each other by showing that the latter also contains concessions that have 
been granted to the frailty of man; see IV. 15. 2 (I Cor. VII.). 

1 See III. 11. 4. There too we find it argued that John the Baptist was not 
merely a prophet, but also an Apostle. 

3 From Irenaeus' statement in IV. 4 about the significance of the city of Jerusalem 
we can infer what he thought of the Jewish nation. Jerusalem is to him the vine- 
branch on which the fruit has grown ; the latter having reached maturity, the branch 
is cut off and has no further importance. 
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with the Augustinian doctrine of sin and grace. It was soon 
reckoned as Paul's conception, to which in fact it has a distant rela- 
tionship. Tertullian had already adopted it in its essential features, 
amplified it in some points, and, in accordance with his Montanist 
ideas, enriched it by adding a fourth stage (ab initio — Moses — 
Christ — Paraclete). But this addition was not accepted by the 
Church. 1 



1 No special treatment of Tertullian is required here, as he only differs from 
Irenaeus in the additions he invented as a Montanist. Yet this is also prefigured in 
Irenaeus' view that the concessions of the Apostles had rendered the execution of 
the stern new law more easy. A few passages may be quoted here. De orat. 1 : 
Quidquid retro fuerat, aut demutatum est (per Christum), ut circumcisio, aut sup- 
pletum ut reliqua lex, aut impletum ut prophetia, aut perfectum ut fides ipsa. Omnia 
de caroalibus in spiritalia renovavit nova dei gratia superducto evangelio, expunctore 
totius retro vetustatis." (This differentiation strikingly reminds us of the letter of 
Ptolemy to Flora. Ptolemy distinguishes those parts of the law that originate with 
God, Moses, and the elders. As far as the divine law is concerned, he again 
distinguishes what Christ had to complete, what he had to supersede and what he 
had to spiritualise, that is, perficere, solvere, demutare). In the regula fidei (de 
praescr. 13): "Christus praedicavit novam legem et novam promissionem regni ccelo- 
rum"; see the discussions in adv. Marc. II., III., and adv. Iud.; de pat. 6 : "am- 
plianda adimpleiidaque lex." Scorp. 3, 8, 9; ad uxor. 2 ; de monog. 7 : "Et quoniam 
quidam interdum nihil sibi dicunt esse cum lege, quam Christus non dissolvit, sed 
adimplevit, interdum quae volunt legis arripiunt (he himself did that continually), 
plane et nos sic dicimus legem, ut onera quidem eius, secundum sententiam aposto- 
lorum, quae nee patres sustinere valuerunt, concesserint, quae vero ad iustitiam 
spectant, non tantum reservata permaneant, verum et ampliata." That the new law 
of the new covenant is the moral law of nature in a stricter form, and that the 
concessions of the Apostle Paul cease in the age of the Paraclete, is a view we find 
still more strongly emphasised in the Montanist writings than in Irenaeus. In ad 
uxor. 3 Tertullian had already said: "Quod permittitur, bonum non est," and this 
proposition is the theme of many arguments in the Montanist writings. But the 
intention of finding a basis for the laws of the Paraclete, by showing that they 
existed in some fashion even in earlier times, involved Tertullian in many contradic- 
tions. It is evident from his writings that Montanists and Catholics in Carthage 
alternately reproached each other with judaising tendencies and an apostasy to 
heathen discipline and worship. Tertullian, in his enthusiasm for Christianity, came 
into conflict with all the authorities which he himself had set up. In the questions 
as to the relationship of the Old Testament to the New, of Christ to the Apostles, 
of the Apostles to each other, of the Paraclete to Christ and the Apostles^ he was 
also of necessity involved in the greatest contradictions. This was the case not 
only because he went more into details than Irenaeus; but, above all, because the 
chains into which he had thrown his Christianity were felt to be such by himself. 
This theologian had no greater opponent than himself, and nowhere perhaps U 
this so plain as in his attitude to the two Testaments. Here, in every question of 
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3. Results to ecclesiastical Christianity. 

As we have shown, Irenaeus, Tertullian, and Hippolytus had 
no strictly systematised theology; they formulated theological 
propositions because their opponents were theologians. Hence 
the result of their labours, so far as this was accepted by the 
Western Church of the third century, does not appear in the 
adoption of a systematic philosophical dogmatic, but in theolo- 
gical fragments, namely, the rule of faith fixed and interpreted 
in an antignostic sense. l As yet the rule of faith and theology 
nowhere came into collision in the Western Churches of the 
third century, because Irenaeus and his younger contemporaries 
did not themselves notice any such discrepancies, but rather 
imagined all their teachings to be expositions of the faith itself, 
and did not trouble their heads about inconsistencies. If we 

detail, Tertullian really repudiated the proposition from which he starts. In reference 
to one point, namely, that the Law and the prophets extend down to John, see 
N6ldechen's article in the Zeitschrift fur wissenschaftliche Theologie, 1885, 
p. 333 f. On the one hand, in order to support certain trains of thought, Tertullian 
required the proposition that prophecy extended down to John (see also the 
Muratorian Fragment: completus numerus prophetarum ", Sibyll. I. 386: xxt r6re 
$$ iratuo-iQ 'io-rou fzereTreirx npotyvirSov, scil. after Christ), and on the other, as 
a Montanist, he was obliged to assert the continued existence of prophecy. In 
like manner he sometimes ascribed to the Apostles a unique possession of the 
Holy Spirit, and at other times, adhering to a primitive Christian idea, he denied 
this thesis. Cf. also Barth " Tertullian's Auffassung des Apostels Paulus und seines 
Verhaltnisses zu den Uraposteln" (Jahrbuch fur protestantische Theologie, Vol. III. 
p. 706 ff.). Tertullian strove to reconcile the principles of early Christianity with 
the authority of ecclesiastical tradition and philosophical apologetics. Separated from 
the general body of the Church, and making ever increasing sacrifices for the 
early-Christian enthusiasm, as he understood it, he wasted himself in the solution 
of this insoluble problem. 

1 In addition to this, however, they definitely established within the Church the 
idea that there is a u Christian " view in all spheres of life and in all questions 
of knowledge. Christianity appears expanded to an immense, immeasurable breadth. 
This is also Gnosticism. Thus Tertullian, after expressing various opinions about 
dreams, opens the 45th chapter of his work "de anima" with the words: "Tene- 
mur hie de somniis quoque Christianam sententiam expromere". Alongside of the 
antignostic rule of faith as the " doctrine " we find the casuistic system of morality 
and penance (the Church "disciplina") with its media of almsgiving, fasting, and 
prayer; see Cypr, de op. et eleemos., but before that Hippol., Comm. in Daniel 
('ExxA. 'AAiffl. 1886, p. 242): of si<;t6'6vo(zcc roC®eoC TTto-rsvovrgQ kou fa* ay atopy fas 
to Tp6o-uTov eevroV szi*.x<tk6(X£voi. 
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wish to form a notion as to what ideas had become universally 
prevalent in the Church in the middle of the third century let 
us compare Cyprian's work " Testimonia ", written for a layman, 
with Novatian's work "De Trinitate". 

In the "Testimonia 1 * the doctrine of the two Testaments, as 
developed by Irenaeus, forms the framework in which the individual 
dogmas are set. The doctrine of God, which should have been 
placed at the beginning, has been left out in this little book 
probably because the person addressed required no instruction 
on the point. Some of the dogmas already belong to philosoph- 
ical theology in the strict sense of the word ; in others we have 
merely a precise assertion of the truth of certain facts. All 
propositions are, however, supported by passages from the two 
Testaments and thereby proved. * The theological counterpart 
to this is Novatian's work "De Trinitate". This first great 
Latin work that appeared in Rome is highly important. In regard 
to completeness, extent of Biblical proofs, and perhaps also, its 
influence on succeeding times, it may in many respects be 
compared with Origen's work vepi apx&v. Otherwise indeed it 
differs as much from that work, as the sober, meagre theology 
of the West, devoid of philosophy and speculation, differs in 
general from that of the East. But it sums up in classic fashion 
the doctrines of Western orthodoxy, the main features of which 
were sketched by Tertullian in his antignostic writings and the 
work against Praxeas. The old Roman symbol forms the basis 
of the work. In accordance with this the author gives a com- 
prehensive exposition of his doctrine of God in the first eight 
chapters. Chapters 9 — 28 form the main portion ; they establish 
the correct Christology in opposition to the heretics who look 
on Christ as a mere man or as the Father himself; the Holy 
Scriptures furnish the material for the proofs. Chapter 29 treats 
of the Holy Spirit. Chapters 30 add 3 1 contain the recapitulation 
and conclusion. The whole is based on Tertullian's treatise against 
Praxeas. No important argument in that work has escaped No- 
vatian; but everything is extended, and made more systematic 

1 In the case of Irenaeus, Hippolytus, and Tertullian we already find that they 
observe a certain order and sequence of books when advancing a detailed proof 
from Scripture. 
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and polished. No trace of Platonism is to be found in this 
dogmatic; on the contrary he employs the Stoic and Aristotelian 
syllogistic and dialectic method used also by his Monarchian 
opponents. This plan together with its Biblical attitude gives the 
work great outward completeness and certainty. We cannot help 
concluding tha 4 : this work must have made a deep impression 
wherever it was read, although the real difficulties of the matter 
are not at all touched upon, but veiled by distinctions and for- 
mulae. It probably contributed not least to make Tertullian's 
type of Christology the universal Western one. This type, how- 
ever, as will be set forth in greater detail hereafter, already 
approximates closely to the resolutions of Nicaeaand Chalcedon. 1 
Novatian adopted Tertullian's formulae "one substance, three 
persons" ("una substantia, tres personae"), "from the substance 
of God" ("ex substantia dei"), "always with the Father" 
("semper apud patrem"), "God and man" ("deus et homo"), 
"two substances" ("duae substantia "), "one person "(" una 
persona "), as well as his expressions for the union and separa- 
tion of the two natures adding to them similar ones and giving 
them a wider extension. 2 Taking his book in all we may see 

1 It is worthy of note that there was not a single Arian ecclesiastic of note in 
the Novatian churches of the 4th century, so far as we know. All Novatian's 
adherents, even those in the West (see Socrates' Ecclesiastical History), were of the 
orthodox Nicaean type. This furnishes material for reflection. 

2 Owing to the importance of the matter we shall give several Christological 
and trinitarian disquisitions from the work u de trinitate". The archaic attitude 
of this Christology and trinitarian doctrine is evident from the following consider- 
ations. (1) Like Tertullian, Novatian asserts that the Logos was indeed always 
with the Father, but that he only went forth from him at a definite period of 
time (for the purpose of creating the world). (2) Like Tertullian, he declares that 
Father, Son, and Spirit have one substance (that is, are opodvctoi., the homoottsia 
of itself never decides as to equality in dignity); but that the Son is subordinate 
and obedient to the Father and the Spirit to the Son (cc. 17, 22, 24), since they 
derive their origin, essence, and function from the Father (the Spirit from the Son). 
(3) Like Tertullian, Novatian teaches that the Son, after accomplishing his work, 
will again become intermingled with the Father, that is, will cease to have an 
independent existence (c. 31); whence we understand why the West continued so 
long to be favourable to Marcellus of Ancyra; see also the so-called symbol of 
Sardika). Apart from these points and a few others of less consequence, the 
work, in its formulae, exhibits a type which remained pretty constant in the West 
down to the time of Augustine, or, till the adoption of Johannes Damascenus* 
dogmatic. The sharp distinction between "deus" and u homo ,, and the use that 
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that he thereby created for the West a dogmatic vademecum^ 
which, from its copious and well-selected quotations from Scrip- 
ture, must have been of extraordinary service. 

The most important articles which were now fixed and trans- 
is nevertheless made of "permixtio " and synonymous words are also specially 
characteristic. Cap. 9: "Christus deus dominus deus noster, sed dei filius"; c. 11: 
u non sic de substantia corporis ipsius exprimimus, ut solum tantum hominem ilium 
esse dicamus, sed ut divinitate sermonis in ipsa concretione permixta etiam deum 
ilium teneamus"; c. II Christ has auctoritas divina^ "tam enim scriptura etiam 
deum adnuntiat Christum, quam etiam ipsum hominem adnuntiat deum, tarn homi- 
nem descripsit Iesum Christum, quam etiam deum quoque descripsit Christum 
dominum." In c. 12 the term "Immanuel" is used to designate Christ as God in 
a way that reminds one of Athanasius; c. 13: "praesertim cum animadvertat, 
scripturam evangelicam utramque istam substantiam in unam nativitatis Christi 
foederasse concordiam"; c. 14: "Christus ex verbi et carnis coniunctione concre- 
tus"; c. 16: "...ut neque homo Christo subtrahatur, neque divinitas negetur... 
utrumque in Christo confoederatum est, utrumque coniunctum est et utrumque con- 
nexum est . . . pignerata in illo divinitatis et humilitatis videtur esse concord ia . . . 
qui mediator dei et hominum effectus exprimitur, in se deum et hominem sociasse 
reperitur . . . nos sermonem dei scimus indutum carnis substantiam . . . lavit sub- 
stantiam corporis et materiam carnis abluens, ex parte suscepti hominis, passione"; 
c. 17: "... nisi quoniam auctoritas divini verbi ad suscipiendum hominem interim 
conquiescens nee se suis viribus exercens, deiicit se ad tempus atque deponit, dum 
hominem fert, quem suscepit"; c. 18: "... ut in semetipso concordiam confibularet 
terrenorum pariter atque caelestium, dum utriusque partis in se connectens pignora 
et deum homini et hominem deo copularet, ut merito filius dei per assumptionem 
carnis filius hominis et filius hominis per receptionem dei verbi filius dei effici 
possit"; c. 19: "hie est enim legitimus dei filius qui ex ipso deo est, qui, dum 
sanctum illud (Luke I. 35) assumit, sibi filium hominis annectit et ilium ad se 
rapit atque transducit, connexione sua et permixtione sociata praestat et filium ilium 
dei facit, quod ille naturaliter non fuit (Novatian's teaching is therefore like that 
of the Spanish Adoptionists of the 8th century), ut principalitas nominis istius 
"filius dei" in spiritu sit domini, qui descendit et venit, ut sequela nominis istius 
in filio dei et hominis sit, et merito consequenter hie filius dei factus sit, dum non 
principaliter filius dei est, atque ideo dispositionem istam anhelus videns et ordinem 
istum sacramenti expediens non sic cuncta confundens, ut nullum vestigium dis- 
tinctions collocavit, distinctionem posuit dicendo. k Propterea et quod nascetur ex 
te sanctum vocabitur filius dei'. Ne si distributionem istam cum libramentis suis 
non dispensasset, sed in confuso permixtum reliquisset, vere occasionem haereticis 
contulisset, ut hominis filium qua homo est, eundum et dei et hominis filium pro- 
nuntiare deberent . . . Filius dei, dum filium hominis in se suscepit, consequenter 
ilium filium dei fecit, quoniam ilium filius sibi dei sociavit et iunxit, ut, dum 
filius hominis adhaeret in nativitate filio dei, ipsa permixtionem fceneratum et mutuat- 
um teneret, quod ex natura propria possidere non posset. Ac si facta est angeli 
voce, quod nolunt haeretici, inter filium dei hominisque cum sua tamen sociatione 
distinctio, urgendo illos, uti Christum hominis filium hominem intelligant quoque 
dei filium et hominem dei filium id est dei verbum deum accipiant, atque ideo 
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ferred to the general creed along with the necessary proofs, 
especially in the West, were: (i) the tmity of God, (2) the 
identity of the supreme God and the creator of the world, that 
is, the identity of the mediators of creation and redemption, (3) 

Christum Iesum dominum ex utroque connexum, et utroque contextual atque con- 
cretum et in eadem utriusque substantia concordia mutui ad invicem foederis con- 
fibulatione sociatum, hominem et deum, scripturae hoc ipsum dicentis veritate cog- 
noscant". c. 21: "haeretici nolunt Christum secundam esse personam post patrem, 
sed ipsum patrem;" c. 22: "Cum Christus 'Ego' dicit (John X. 30), deindepatrem 
infert dicendo, 'Ego et pater', proprietatem personae suae id est filii a paterna 
auctoritate discernit atque distinguit, non tantummodo de sono nominis, sed etiam 
de ordine dispositae potestatis . . . unum enim neutraliter positum, societatis concor- 
diam, non unitatem personae sonat . . . unum autem quod ait, ad concordiam et 
eandem sententiam et ad ipsam charitatis societatem pertinet, ut merito unum sit 
pater et filius per concordiam et per amorem et per dilectionem. Et quoniam ex 
patre est, quicquid illud est, filius est, manente tamen distinctione . . . denique 
novit hanc concordiae unitatem est apostolus Paulus cum personarum tamen dis- 
tinctione." (Comparison with the relationship between Paul and Apollos! "Quos 
personae ratio invicem dividit, eosdem rursus invicem religionis ratio conducit: 
et quamvis idem atque ipsi non sint, dum idem sentiunt, ipsum sunt, et cum duo 
sint, unum sunt"); c. 23: "constat hominem a deo factum esse, non ex deo pro- 
cessisse; ex deo autem homo quomodo non processit, sic dei verbum processit". 
In c. 24 it is argued that Christ existed before the creation of the world and that 
not merely " predestinatione ", for then he would be subsequent and therefore in- 
ferior to Adam, Abel, Enoch etc. "Sublata ergo praedestinatione quae non est 
posita, in substantia fuit Christus ante mundi institutionem " ; c. 31: "Est ergo 
deus pater omnium institutor et creator, solus originem nesciens(I), invisibilis, im- 
mensus, immortalis, aeternus, unus deus(!), ... ex quo quando ipse voluit, sermo 
filius natus est, qui non in sono percussi aeris aut tono coactae de visceribus vocis 
accipitur, sed in substantia prolatae a deo virtutis agnoscitur, cuius sacne et divinae 
nativitatis arcana nee apostolus didicit . . . , filio soli nota sunt, qui patris secreta 
cognovit. Hie ergo cum sit genitus a patre, semper est in patre. Semper autem sic 
dico. ut non innatum, sed natum probem; sed qui ante omne tempus est, semper 
in patre fuisse discendus est, nee enim tempus illi assignari potest, qui ante tem- 
pus est; semper enim in patre, ne pater non semper sit pater: quia et pater ilium 
etiam praecedit, quod necesse est, prior sit qua pater sit. Quoniam antecedat 
necesse est eum, qui habet originem, ille qui originem nescit. Simul ut hie minor 
sit, dum in illo esse se scit habens originem quia nascitur, et per patrem quamvis 
originem habet qua nascitur, vicinus in nativitate, dum ex eo patre, qui solus origi- 
nem non habet, nascitur..., substantia scilicet divina, cuius nomen est verbum ... , 
deus utique procedens ex deo secundam personam efficiens, sed non eripiens illud 
patri quod unus est deus . . . Cuius sic divinitas traditur, ut non aut dissonantia 
aut inaequalitate divinitatis duos deos reddidisse videatur . . . Dum huic, qui est 
deus, omnia substrata traduntur et cuncta sibi subiecta filius accepta refert patri, 
totam divinitatis auctoritatem rursus patri remittit, unus deus ostenditur verus et 
aeternus pater, a quo solo haec vis divinitatis emissa, etiam in filium tradita et 
directa rursus per substantiae communionem ad patrem revolvitur." 



Digitized by CjOOQlC 



Chap, v.] IRENjEUS AND CONTEMPORARIES 317 

the identity of the supreme God with the God of the Old Testa- 
ment, and the declaration that the Old Testament is God's 
book of revelation, (4) the creation of the world out of nothing, 
(5) the unity of the human race, (6) the origin of evil from 
freedom, and the inalienable nature of freedom, (7) the two 
Testaments, (8) Christ as God and Man, the unity of his 
personality, the truth of his divinity, the actuality of his 
humanity, the reality of his fate, (9) the redemption and 
conclusion of a covenant through Christ as the new and crowning 
manifestation of God's grace to all men, (10) the resurrection 
of man in soul and body. But the transmission and interpretation 
of these propositions, by means of which the Gnostic theses 
were overthrown, necessarily involved the transmission of the 
Logos doctrine ; for the doctrine of the revelation of God and 
of the two Testaments could not have prevailed without this 
theory. How this hypothesis gained acceptance in the course 
of the third century, and how it was the means of establishing and 
legitimising philosophical theology as part of the faith, will be 
shown in the seventh chapter. We may remark in conclusion 
that the religious hope which looked forward to an earthly 
kingdom of Christ was still the more widely diffused among the 
Churches of the third century ; l but that the other hope, viz., 
that of being deified, was gaining adherents more and more. 
The latter result was due to men's increasing indifference 
to daily life and growing aspiration after a higher one, a longing 
that was moreover nourished among the more cultured by the philo- 
sophy which was steadily gaining ground. The hope of deification 
is the expression of the idea that this world and human nature 
do not correspond to that exalted world which man has built 
up within his own mind and which he may reasonably demand 
to be realised, because it is only in it that he can come to 
himself. The fact that Christian teachers like Theophilus, Ire- 
naeus, and Hippolytus expressly declared this to be a legitimate 
Christian hope and held out a sure prospect of its fulfilment 

1 If I am not mistaken, the production or adaptation of Apocalypses did indeed 
abate in the third century, but acquired fresh vigour in the 4th, though at the same time 
allowing greater scope to the influence of heathen literature (including romances 
as well as hagiographical literature). 
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through Christ, must have given the greatest impulse to the 
spread and adoption of this ecclesiastical Christianity. But, when 
the Christian religion was represented as the belief in the incarna- 
tion of God and as the sure hope of the deification of man, a 
speculation that had originally never got beyond the fringe of 
religious knowledge was made the central point of the system 
and the simple content of the Gospel was obscured. l 

1 I did not care to appeal more frequently to the Sibylline oracles either in 
this or the preceding chapter, because the literary and historical investigation of 
these writings has not yet made such progress as to justify one in using it for the 
history of dogma. It is well known that the oracles contain rich materials in 
regard to the doctrine of God, Christology, conceptions of the history of Jesus, 
and eschatology; but, apart from the old Jewish oracles, this material belongs to 
several centuries and has not yet been reliably sifted. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL 
TRADITION INTO A PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION, 
OR THE ORIGIN OF THE SCIENTIFIC THEOL- 
OGY AND DOGMATIC OF THE CHURCH. 



Clement and Origen. 

The Alexandrian school of catechists was of inestimable impor- 
tance for the transformation of the heathen empire into a Christian 
one, and of Greek philosophy into ecclesiastical philosophj^Jn 
the third century this school overthrew polytheism by scientific 
means whilst at the same time preserving everything of any 
value in Greek science and culture. These Alexandrians wrote 
for the educated people of the whole earth ; they made Christianity 
a part of the civilisation of the world. The saying that the 
Christian missionary to' the Greeks must be a Greek was first 
completely verified within the Catholic Church in the person 
of Origen, who at the same time produced the only system of 
Christian dogma possessed by the Greek Church before John 
Damascenus. 

i . The Alexandrian Catechetical School. Clement of Alexandria. 1 

"The work of Irenaeus still leaves it undecided whether the 
form of the world's literature, as found in the Christian Church, 

1 Guericke, De schola, quae Alex, floruit catechetica 1824, 1825. Vacherot, Hist, 
crit. de l'ecole d'Alex., 1846—51. Reinkens, De Clemente Alex., 1850. Redepenning, 
Origenes Thl. I. p. 57 ff. Laemmer, Clem. Al. de Logo doctrina, 1855. Reuter, 
Clem, theolog. moralis, 1853. Cognat, Clement d'Alex. Paris, 1859. Westcott, Origen 
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is destined only to remain a weapon to combat its enemies, or 
is to become an instrument of peaceful labour within its own 
territory. 1 ' With these words Overbeck has introduced his examina- 
tion of Clement of Alexandria's great masterpiece from the 
standpoint of the historian of literature. They may be also applied 
to the history of theology. As we have shown, Irenaeus, Ter- 
tullian (and Hippolytus) made use of philosophical theology to 
expel heretical elements ; but all the theological expositions that 
this interest suggested to them as necessary, were in their view 
part of the faith itself. At least we find in their works absolutely 
no clear expression of the fact that faith is one thing and theology 
another, though rudimentary indications of such distinctions are 
found. Moreover, their adherence to the early-Christian eschatol- 
ogy in its entirety, as well as their rejection of a qualitative 
distinction between simple believers and ' Gnostics \ proved that 
they themselves were deceived as to the scope of their theolog- 
ical speculations, and that moreover their Christian interest was 
virtually satisfied with subjection to the authority of tradition, 
with the early-Christian hopes, and with the rules for a holy 
life. But since about the time of Commodus, and in some cases 
even earlier, we can observe, even in ecclesiastical circles, the 

and the beginnings of Christian Philosophy (Contemporary Review, May 1879). 
Winter, Die Ethik des Clemens von Alex., 1882. Merk, CI. Alex, in seiner Ab- 
hangigkeit von der griech. Philosophic, Leipzig, 1879 (see besides Overbeck, Theol. 
Lit. Ztg., 1879. No. 20 and cf. above all his disquisitions in the treatise "Ueber. 
die Anfange der patristischen Litteratur," Hist. Ztschr. N. F., Vol. XII., pp. 455—472 
Zahn, Forschungen, Vol. III. Bigg, The Christian Platonists of Alexandria, Oxford, 
1886. Kremmer, De catal. heurematum, Lips. 1890. Wendland, Quaest. Musonianae, 
Berol. 1886. Bratke, Die Stellung des Clem. Alex. z. antiken Mysterienwesen 
(Stud. u. Krit. 1888, p. 647 ff.). On Alexander of Jerusalem see Routh, Reliq. Sacr. 
T. II. p. 161 sq.; on Julius Africanus see Gelzer, Sextus Jul. Afr. I. Thl., 1880, 
p. 1 ff., Spitta, Der Brief des Jul. Afr. an Aristides, Halle 1877, and my article 
in the Real-Encykl. On Bardesanes see Hilgenfeld, B., der letzte Gnostiker, 1864, 
and Hort's article in the Dictionary of Christian Biography. On the labours in 
scientific theology on the part of the so-called Alogi in Asia Minor and of the 
Roman Theodotianists see Epiph. haer. 51, Euseb., H. E. V. 28 and my article 
"Monarchianismus" in the R.-Encykl. f. protest. Theol. 2nd. ed., Vol. X., pp. 
183 ff., 188 ff. On the tendencies even of orthodox Christians to scientific theology 
see Tertull., de praescr. haer. 8 ff. (cf. the first words of c. 8 : u Venio itaque ad 
ilium articulum, quem et nostri praetendunt ad ineundam curiositatem. Scriptumest, 
inquiunt, Quaerite et invenietis" etc.). 
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growing independence and might of the aspiration for a 
scientific knowledge and treatment of the Christian religion, that 
is of Christian tradition. l There is a wish to maintain this 
tradition in its entirety and hence the Gnostic theses are rejected. 
The selection from tradition, made in opposition to Gnosticism — 
though indeed in accordance with its methods — and declared 
to be apostolic, is accepted. But there is a desire to treat the 
given material in a strictly scientific manner, just as the Gnostics 
had formerly done, that is, on the one hand to establish it by 
a critical and historical exegesis, and on the other to give it a 
philosophical form and bring it into harmony with the spirit of 
the times. Along with this we also find the wish to incorporate 
the thoughts of Paul which now possessed divine authority. 2 
Accordingly schools and scholastic unions now make their appear- 
ance afresh, the old schools having been expelled from the 
Church. 3 In Asia Minor such efforts had already begun shortly 
before the time when the canon of holy apostolic tradition was 
fixed by the ecclesiastical authorities (Alogi). From the history 
of Clement of Alexandria, the life of bishop Alexander, after- 
wards bishop of Jerusalem, and subsequently from the history 
of Origen (we may also mention Firmilian ofCaesarea), we learn 
that there was in Cappadocia about the year 200 a circle of 
ecclesiastics who zealously applied themselves to scientific pur- 
suits. Bardesanes, a man of high repute, laboured in the Christian 
kingdom of Edessa about the same time. He wrote treatises on 
philosophical theology, which indeed, judged by a Western 
standard, could not be accounted orthodox, and directed a 
theological school which maintained its ground in the third 

1 This manner of expression is indeed liable to be misunderstood, because it 
suggests the idea that something new was taking place. As a matter of fact the 
scientific labours in the Church were merely a continuation of the Gnostic schools 
under altered circumstances, that is, under the sway of a tradition which was now 
more clearly denned and more firmly fenced round as a noli me tangere. 

2 This was begun in the Church by Irenaeus and Tertullian and continued by 
the Alexandrians. They, however, not only adopted theologoumena from Paulini.sm, 
but also acquired from Paul a more ardent feeling of religious freedom as well as 
a deeper reverence for love and knowledge as contrasted with lower morality. 

3 We are not able to form a clear idea of the school of Justin. In the year 
180 the schools of the Valentinians, Carpocratians, Tatian etc. were all outside the 
Church. 
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century and attained great importance. l In Palestine^ its enemies, or 
the time of Heliogabalus and Alexander (Severus), JuliiHrithin its own 
canus composed a series of books on scientific theology, wfe examina- 
were specifically different from the writings of Irenaeus a from the 
Tertullian; but which on the other hand show the closest relation applied 
ship in point of form to the treatises of the so-called Gnostic^, Ter- 
His inquiries into the relationship of the genealogies of Jesusj^ry to 
and into certain parts of the Greek Apocalypse of Daniel showed | that 
that the Church's attention had been drawn to problems of |iew 
historical criticism. In his chronography the apologetic interest \ty 
is subordinate to the historical, and in his Ksrroi, dedicated to y 
Alexander Severus (Hippolytus had already dedicated a treatise e 
on the resurrection to the wife of Heliogabalus), we see fewer v 
traces of the Christian than of the Greek scholar. Alexander 
of JElia. and Theoktistus of Caesarea, the occupants of the two 
most important sees in Palestine, were, contemporaneously with 
him, zealous patrons of an independent science of theology. Even at 
that early time the former founded an important theological library ; 
and the fragments of his letters preserved to us prove that he 
had caught not only the language, but also the scientific spirit 
of the age. In Rome, at the beginning of the third century, 
there was a scientific school where textual criticism of the Bible 
was pursued and where the works of Aristotle, Theophrastus, 
Euclid, and Galen were zealously read and utilised. Finally, 
the works of Tertullian show us that, even among the Christ- 
ians of Carthage, there was no lack of such as wished to 
naturalise the pursuit of science within the Church ; and Euse- 
bius (H. E. V. 27) has transmitted to us the titles of a series 
of scientific works dating as far back as the year 200 and 
ascribed to ecclesiastics of that period. 

Whilst all these phenomena, which collectively belong to the 
close of the second and beginning of the third century, show 

1 On the school of Edessa see Assemani, Bibl. orient, T. III., P. II., p. 924; 
Von Lengerke, De Ephraemi arte hermen., p. 86 sq. ; Kihn, Die Bedeutung der 
antiochenischen Schule etc., pp. 32 f. 79 f., Zahn, Tatian's Diatessaron, p. 54. 
About the middle of the 3rd century Macarius, of whom Lucian the Martyr was a 
disciple, taught at this school. Special attention was given to the exegesis of the 

" ■* Scriptures. 
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growing . was indeed possible to suppress heresy in the Church, 
scientifinot the impulse from which it sprang, the most striking 
is oibf of this conclusion is the existence of the so-called school 
tra« catechists in Alexandria. We cannot now trace the origin 
Tif this school, which first comes under our notice in the year 
thgo, l but we know that the struggle of the Church with heresy 
twas concluded in Alexandria at a later period than in the West. 
We know further that the school of catechists extended its 
labours to Palestine and Cappadocia as early as the year 200, 
and, to all appearance, originated or encouraged scientific pur- 
suits there. 2 Finally, we know that the existence of this school 
was threatened in the fourth decade of the third century; but 
Heraclas was shrewd enough to reconcile the ecclesiastical and 
scientific interests. 3 In the Alexandrian school of catechists the 
whole of Greek science was taught and made to serve the purpose 
of Christian apologetics. Its first teacher, who is well known 
to us from the writings he has left, is Clement of Alexandria. 4 
His main work is epoch-making. " Clement's intention is nothing 

1 Overbeck, I.e., p. 455, has very rightly remarked: "The origin of the Alex- 
andrian school of catechists is not a portion of the Church history of the 2nd 
century, that has somehow been left in the dark by a mere accident ; but a part 
of the well-defined dark region on the map of the ecclesiastical historian of this 
period, which contains the beginnings of all the fundamental institutions of the 
Church as well as those of the Alexandrian school of catechists, a school which was 
the first attempt to formulate the relationship of Christianity to secular science." We 
are, moreover, still in a state of complete uncertainty as to the personality and 
teaching of Pantaenus (with regard to him see Zahn, "Forschungen" Vol. III., 
pp. 64 ff. 77 ff.). We can form an idea of the school of catechists from the 6th 
Book of Eusebius' Ecclesiastical History and from the works of Clement and Origen. 

2 On the connection of Julius Africanus with this school see Eusebius, VI. 31. 
As to his relations with Origen see the correspondence. Julius Africanus had, 
moreover, relations with Edessa. He mentions Clement in his chronicles. On the 
connection of Alexander and the Cappadocian circle with Pantaenus, Clement, and 
Origen, see the 6th Book of Eusebius' Ecclesiastical History. Alexander and Origen 
were disciples of Pantaenus. 

3 See my article "Heraklas" in the Real-Encyklopadie. 

4 We have the most complete materials in Zahn, " Forschungen " Vol. III. 
pp. 17 — 176. The best estimate of the great tripartite work (Protrepticus, Paeda- 
gogus, Stromateis) is found in Overbeck, I.e. The titles of Clement's remaining 
works, which are lost to us or only preserved in fragments, show how compre- 
hensive his scientific labours were. 
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less than an introduction to Christianity, or, speaking more cor- 
rectly and in accordance with the spirit of his work, an initiation 
into it. The task that Clement sets himself is an introduction 
to what is inmost and highest in Christianity itself. He aims, 
so to speak, at first making Christians perfect Christians by 
means of a work of literature. By means of such a work he 
wished not merely to repeat to the Christian what life has already 
done for him as it is, but to elevate him to something still 
higher than what has been revealed to him by the forms of 
initiation that the Church has created for herself in the course 
of a history already dating back a century and a half."^To 
Clement therefore Gnosis, that is, the (Greek) philosophy of 
religion, is not only a means of refuting heathenism and heresy, 
but at the same time of ascertaining and setting forth what is 
r highest and inmost in Christianity. He views it as such, how- 
/ever, because, apart from evangelical sayings, the Church tradi- 
tion, both collectively and in its details, is something foreign to 
him ; he has subjected himself to its authority, but he can only 
make it intellectually his own after subjecting it to a scientific 
and philosophical treatment. 1 His great work, which has rightly 
been called the boldest literary undertaking in the history of 
the Church, 2 is consequently the first attempt to use Holy 
Scripture and the Church tradition together with the assumption 
that Christ as the Reason of the world is the source of all truth, 
as the basis of a presentation of Christianity which at once 
addresses itself to the cultured by satisfying the scientific demand 
for a philosophical ethic and theory of the world, and at the 
same time reveals to the believer the rich content of his faith. 
Here then is found, in form and content, the scientific Christian 
doctrine of religion which, while not contradicting the faith, does 

1 This applies quite as much to the old principles of Christian morality as to 
the traditional faith. With respect to the first we may refer to the treatise: "Quis 
dives salvetur", and to the 2nd and 3rd Books of the Psedagogus. 

2 Clement was also conscious of the novelty of his undertaking; see Overbeck, 
/.<-., p. 464 f. The respect enjoyed by Clement as a master is shown by the letters 
of Alexander of Jerusalem. See Euseb., H. E. VI. 1 1 and specially VI. 14. Here 
both Pantsenus and Clement are called "Father", but whilst the former receives 
the tide, 6 (xoocApto; uq *Aifd£c xxt xvptoe, the latter is called: 6 tipog KAifrciK, 
xuptJQ fJtou yevdptvoq xxi tiQiAfootg /us. 
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not merely support or explain it in a few places, but raises it 
to another and higher intellectual sphere, namely, out of the 
province of authority and obedience into that of clear knowledge 
and inward, intellectual assent emanating from love to God. 1 
Clement cannot imagine that the Christian faith, as found in 
tradition, can of itself produce the union of intellectual indepen- 
dence and devotion to God which he regards as moral perfection. 
He is too much of a Greek philosopher for that, and believes 
that this aim is only reached through knowledge. But in so far 
as this is only the deciphering of the secrets revealed in the 
Holy Scriptures through the Logos, secrets which the believer 
also gains possession of by subjecting himself to them, all know- 
ledge is a reflection of the divine revelation. The lofty ethical 
and religious ideal of the man made perfect in fellowship with 
God, which Greek philosophy had developed since the time of 
Plato and to which it had subordinated the whole scientific 
knowledge of the world, was adopted and heightened by Clement, 
and associated not only with Jesus Christ but also with ecclesias- 
tical Christianity. But, whilst connecting it with the Church 
tradition, he did not shrink from the boldest remodelling of 
the latter, because the preservation of its wording was to him 
a sufficient guarantee of the Christian character of the speculation. 3 
In Clement, then, ecclesiastical Christianity reached the stage 
that Judaism had attained in Philo, and no doubt the latter 

1 Strom. VI. 14, 109: TFkJov tvrh roV wimCam rb yv&vou. Pistis is yvtio-tQ 
<tvvto(jio$ rtiv KocriiFity6vTWv (VII. 10. 57, see the whole chapter), Gnosis is 
avditifys r&v Itk irfo-rtuQ nxpetAyfXfXBvouv r% *iortt tTotxoiofJtovfAtvtf (l.c), rt Ae /w/f 
xvfy&TFOv (I.e.), fl'/<roc lirirrvitAOvixfi (II. 1 1. 48). 

2 We have here more particularly to consider those paragraphs of the Stroma- 
teis where Clement describes the perfect Gnostic: the latter elevates himself by 
dispassionate love to God, is raised above everything earthly, has rid himself of 
ignorance, the root of all evil, and already lives a life like that of the angels. 
See Strom. VI. 9. 71, 72: Out) ykp Mti rt &vr$ iepb$ i^Ofxo/ua-tv rip x«ASi kxI 
ayotbfy thecr ov$i Up* $*A«7 rtvk ryv KOivijv ravryv QiAfav, iAA' xyuirSL rbv xr/a-rxv 
2ix r&v Krio-jdtruv, Oi/V' oZv evrivpfp k»i ipi%u rtvt irtprxiTcru otirt evdetjq \*ri 
xxrA yt Tijv $vx*iv r&v #AAav rtv6s o-vvtov i^ij h' xy&iritQ r$ tpou*r% % & ft) yxti- 
otrou xxrk tijv aYptvtv xxi r% t\ toxtjo-twe ??*'» retry Tpoa-tx^Ttpov rvvtyyfZm, 
(jLxxtkpiot &v itk rijv r&v xyx$&v irtptovo-ixv, tirrt 'ivextk yt rotrm i%0(xotoC<r6xi 
Pi&Ztrxt r$ liiotvxx'Xy tl$ xirxQtfxv. Strom. VII. 69—83 : VI. 14, 1 13 : oVruQ Mvxpiv 
XxftoGrx xvptxxijv $ tyvxv kLtterQ. tfveu &t6$> xxxbv fikv ivigv #AAo tA^v xyvo(ot$ 
ehxt vofA%au*x. The whole 7th Book should be read. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



326 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. vi. 

f exercised great influence over him. 1 Moreover, Clement stands 
on the ground that Justin had already trodden, but he has 
advanced far beyond this Apologist. His superiority to Justin 
not only consists in the fact that he changed the apologetic 
task that the latter had in his mind into a systematic and positive 
one; but above all in the circumstance that he transformed the 
tradition of the Christian Church, which in his days was far 
more extensive and more firmly established than in Justin's time, 
into a real scientific dogmatic; whereas Justin neutralised the 
greater part of this tradition by including it in the scheme of 
the proof from prophecy, ^y elevating the idea of the Logos 
who is Christ into the highest principle in the religious explana- 
tion of the world and in the exposition of Christianity, Clement 
gave to this idea a much more concrete and copious content 
than Justin did. Christianity is the doctrine of the creation, 
training, and redemption of mankind by the Logos, whose work 
culminates in the perfect Gnostics. The philosophy of the Greeks, 
in so far as it possessed the Logos, is declared to be a counter- 
part of the Old Testament law; 2 and the facts contained in the 
Church tradition are either subordinated to the philosophical 
dogmatic or receive a new interpretation expressly suited to it. 
The idea of the Logos has a content which is on the one hand 
so wide that he is found wherever man rises above the level of 
nature, and on the other so concrete that an authentic knowledge 
of him can only be obtained from historical revelation. The 
Logos is essentially the rational law of the world and the teacher ; 
but in Christ he is at the same time officiating priest, and the 
blessings he bestows are a series of holy initiations which 

1 Philo is quoted by Clement several times and still more frequently made use 
of without acknowledgment. See the copious citations in Siegfried, Philo von 
Alexandrien, pp. 343 — 351. In addition to this Clement made use of many Greek 
philosophers or quoted them without acknowledgment, e.g., Musonius. 

2 Like Philo and Justin, Clement also no doubt at times asserts that the Greek 
philosophers pilfered from the Old Testament; but see Strom. I. 5. 28 sq. : irAvruv 
fikv UirtoQ r&v xxKm 6 Qtfa aAAa r&v plv xxrx ir pot/you fievov w$ tHjg rt Study xqQ 
rifc iretkgu&$ xxt rfc **&£> rtfv H xxt' hxxxoXovQtffJtx &q tijq QtAoroQfxQ. r&x* ^ 
kxi TrpoyyovpevuQ to7q "EAXya-tv €^6Q*f r6re irph $ rov xvptov xxhivxt xxt roi>$ 
"EAAijvac- eirxtdxyvyet yxp xxt xurij ro 'EAAifw^ov w$ 6 vdfxo; rove r E(3pxfov$ st£ 
Xpto-rtv. 
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alone contain the possibility of man's raising himself to the 
divine life. 1 While this is already clear evidence of Clement's 
affinity to Gnostic teachers, especially the Valentinians, the same 
similarity may also be traced in the whole conception of the 
task (Christianity as theology), in the determination of the formal 
principle (inclusive of the recourse to esoteric tradition ; see above, 
p. 35 f.), 2 and in the solution of the problems. But Clement's 
great superiority to Valentinus is shown not only in his contriving 
to preserve in all points his connection with the faith of the 
main body of Christendom, but still more in his power of master- 
ing so many problems by the aid of a single principle, that is, 
in the art of giving the most comprehensive presentation with 
the most insignificant means. Both facts are indeed most 
closely connected. ^The rejection of all conceptions that could 
not be verified from Holy Scripture, or at least easily reconciled 
with it, as well as his optimism, opposed as this was to Gnostic 
pessimism, proved perhaps the most effective means of persuading 
the Church to recognise the Christian character of a dogmatic 
that was at least half inimical to ecclesiastical Christianity. Through 

1 See Bratke's instructive treatise cited above. 

2 The fact that Clement appeals in support of the Gnosis to an esoteric tradition 
(Strom. VI. 7. 61 : VI. 8. 68 : VII. 10. 55) proves how much this writer, belonging 
as he did to a sceptical age, underestimated the efficacy of all human thought in 
determining the ultimate truth of things. The existence of sacred writings containing 
all truth was not even enough for him; the content of these writings had also to 
be guaranteed by divine communication. But no doubt the ultimate cause of this, 
as of all similar cases of scepticism, was the dim perception that ethics and religion 
do not at all come within the sphere of the intellectual, and that the intellect can 
produce nothing of religious value. As, however, in consequence of philosophical 
tradition, neither Philo, nor the Gnostics, nor Clement, nor the Neoplatonists were 
able to shake themselves free from the intellectual scheme^ those things which — 
as they instinctively felt, but did not recognise— could really not be ascertained by 
knowledge at all received from them the name of suprarational and were traced 
to divine revelation. We may say that the extinction or pernicious extravagancies 
to which Greek philosophy was subjected in Neoplatonism, and the absurdities 
into which the Christian dogmatic was led, arose from the fact that the tradition of 
placing the ethical and religious feelings and the development of character within 
the sphere of knowledge, as had been the case for nearly a thousand years, could 
not be got rid of, though the incongruity was no doubt felt. Contempt for empir- 
icism, scepticism, the extravagancies of religious metaphysics which finally become 
mythology, have their origin here. Knowledge still continues to be viewed as the 
highest possession; it is, however, no longer knowledge, but character and feeling; 
and it must be nourished by the fancy in order to be able to assert itself as knowledge. 
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f Clement theology became the crowning stage of piety, the highest 
philosophy of the Greeks was placed under the protection and 
guarantee of the Church, and the whole Hellenic civilisation was 
thus at the same time legitimised within Christianity. The Logos 
is Christ, but the Logos is at the same time the moral and 
rational in all stages of development. The Logos is the teacher, 
not only in cases where an intelligent self-restraint, as understood 
by the ancients, bridles the passions and instincts and wards 
off excesses of all sorts; but also, and here of course the revela- 
tion is of a higher kind, wherever love to God alone determines 
the whole life and exalts man above everything sensuous and 
finite. ! What Gnostic moralists merely regarded as contrasts 
Clement, the Christian and Greek, was able to view as stages ; 
and thus he succeeded in conceiving the motley society that 
already represented the Church of his time as a unity, as the 
humanity trained by one and the same Logos, the Pedagogue. 
His speculation did not drive him out of the Church ; it rather 
enabled him to understand the multiplicity of forms she contained 
and to estimate their relative justification; nay, it finally led him 
to include the history of pre-Christian humanity in the system 
he regarded as a unity, and to form a theory of universal history 
satisfactory to his mind. 2 If we compare this theory with the 

1 Clement was not a Neoplatonic mystic in the strict sense of the word. When 
he describes the highest ethical ideal, ecstasy is wanting; and the freshness with 
which he describes Quietism shows that he himself was no Quietist. See on this 
point Bigg's third lecture, I.e., particularly p. 98 f. "... The silent prayer of the 
Quietist is in fact ecstasy, of which there is not a trace in Clement. For Clement 
shrank from his own conclusions. Though the father of all the Mystics he is no 
Mystic himself. He did not enter the "enchanted garden", which he opened for 
others. If he talks of "flaying the sacrifice", of leaving sense behind, of Epop- 
teia, this is but the parlance of his school. The instrument to which he looks 
for growth in knowledge is not trance, but disciplined reason. Hence Gnosis, 
when once obtained, is indefectible, not like the rapture which Plotinus enjoyed 
but four times during his acquaintance with Porphyry, which in the experience of 
Theresa never lasted more than half an hour. The Gnostic is no Visionary, no 
Theurgist, no Antinomian." 

8 What a bold and joyous thinker Clement was is shown by the almost auda- 
cious remark in Strom. IV. 22. 136: si yoCv tiq kxP farMta-tv xpodefijrSi yvurrixQ 
irtrtpov ihiv&ou povkotro Tifv yvSJo-tv rov &toC tj tijv votrypiotv tjJv ai«v/«v, riff H 
reeCrct xexuptrpev* xxvt^q p&AAov gv reevrdr^rs '6vra, ou$s xottf SrtoVv livrtoots 
r i^otr' &v rijv yv&rtv roC 0000. 
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rudimentary ideas of a similar kind in Irenaeus, we see clearly 
the meagreness and want of freedom, the uncertainty and nar- 
rowness, in the case of the latter-^In the Christian faith as he 
understood it and as amalgamated by him with Greek culture, 
Clement found intellectual freedom and independence, deliverance 
from all external authority. We need not here directly discuss 
what apparatus he used for this end. Irenaeus again remained 
entangled in his apparatus, and much as he speaks of the novum 
testatnentum libertatis, his great work little conveys the impres- 
sion that its author has really attained intellectual freedom. 
Clement was the first to grasp the task of future theology. 
According to him this task consists in utilising the historical 
traditions, through which we have become what we are, and 
the Christian communion, which is imperative upon us as being 
the only moral and religious one, in order to attain freedom 
and independence of our own life by the aid of the Gospel; and 
in showing this Gospel to be the highest revelation by the Logos, 
who has given evidence of himself whenever man rises above 
the level of nature and who is consequently to be traced through- 
out the whole history of humanity. 

But does the Christianity of Clement correspond to the Gospel? 
We can only give a qualified affirmation to this question. For 
the danger of secularisation is evident, since apostasy from the 
Gospel would be completely accomplished as soon as the ideal 
of the self-sufficient Greek sage came to supplant the feeling 
that man lives by the grace of God- But the danger of secularisa- 
tion lies in the cramped conception of Irenaeus, who sets up 
authorities which have nothing to do with the Gospel, and creates 
facts of salvation which have a, no less deadening effect though 
in a different way. If the Gospel is meant to give freedom and 
peace in God, and to accustom us to an eternal life in union 
with Christ Clement understood this meaning. He could justly 
say to his opponents : " If the things we say appear to some 
people diverse from the Scriptures of the Lord, let them know 
that they draw inspiration and life therefrom and, making these 
their starting-point give their meaning only, not their letter" 

(KXV STSpoTx T171 TOOV TTQhXOQV KXTX(pxlvVJTXl TX V$* Vl(JL00V XsyO[JLSVX 

tuv nvpiXKuv ypxCp&v, forhv on sxsJisv xvxtvs! re %x) £j$ %x) rxg 
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&$opfAxg xt? xvr&v s%ovtx rbv vovv fiovov, ov rijv Ai£/v, Trxpurrxv 
iirxyyeXXsTxi). l No doubt Clement conceives the aim of the 
whole traditionary material to be that of Greek philosophy, but 
we cannot fail to perceive that this aim is blended with the 
object which the Gospel puts before us, namely, to be rich in 
God and to receive strength and life from him.^^Fhe good- 
ness of God and the responsibility of man are the central ideas 
of Clement and the Alexandrians ; they also occupy the foremost 
place in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. If this is certain we must 
avoid that searching of the heart which undertakes to fix how 
far he was influenced by the Gospel and how far by philosophy. 

But, while so judging, we cannot deny that the Church tradition 
was here completely transformed into a Greek philosophy of 
religion on a historical basis, nor do we certify the Christian 
character of Clement's " dogmas " in acknowledging the evangelical 
spirit of his practical position. What would be left of Christianity, 
if the practical aim, given by Clement to this religious philo- 
sophy, were lost? A depotentiated system which could absolutely 
no longer be called Christian. On the other hand there were 
many valuable features in the ecclesiastical regula literally inter- 
preted; and the attempts of Irenaeus to extract an authoritative 
religious meaning from the literal sense of Church tradition 
and of New Testament passages must be regarded as conservative 
efforts of the most valuable kind. No doubt Irenaeus and his 
theological confreres did not themselves find in Christianity that 
freedom which is its highest aim; but on the other hand they 
preserved and rescued valuable material for succeeding times. 
If some day trust in the methods of religious philosophy vanishes, 
men will revert to history, which will still be recognisable in 
the preserved tradition, as prized by Irenaeus and the rest, whereas 
it will have almost perished in the artificial interpretations due 
to the speculations of religious philosophers. 

The importance that the Alexandrian school was to attain in 

1 Strom. VII. i. I. In several passages of his main work Clement refers to 
those churchmen who viewed the practical and speculative concentration of Church 
tradition as dangerous and questioned the use of philosophy at all. See Strom. 
VI. 10. 80: »rcAAo* KceQaTTip 0/ vrxideQ rst popfAOkvxfiae, oVtwq Ssdi'eca-i rifv eAAijv/xjfv 
tyiXoeoQiotv, Qopovpevoi jujj oeKatyotyi^ avrovs. VI. II. 93. 
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the history of dogma is not associated with Clement, but with \r 
his disciple Origen. l This was not because Clement was more 
heterodox than Origen, for that is not the case, so far as the 
Stromateis is concerned at least ; 2 but because the latter exerted 
an incomparably greater influence than the former; and, with 
an energy perhaps unexampled in the history of the Church, 
already mapped out all the provinces of theology by his own 
unaided efforts. Another reason is that Clement did not possess 
the Church tradition in its fixed Catholic forms as Origen did 
(see above, chapter 2), and, as his Stromateis shows, he was as 
yet incapable of forming a theological system. What he offers 
is portions of a theological Christian dogmatic and speculative 
ethic. These indeed are no fragments in so far as they are all 
produced according to a definite method and have the same 
object in view, but they still want unity. On the other hand 
Origen succeeded in forming a complete system inasmuch as 
he not only had a Catholic tradition of fixed limits and definite 
type to fall back upon as a basis ; but was also enabled by the 
previous efforts of Clement to furnish a methodical treatment of 
this tradition. 8 Now a sharp eye indeed perceives that Origen 

1 Eusebius, H. E. VI. 14. 8, tells us that Origen was a disciple of Clement. 

2 Clement's authority in the Church continued much longer than that of Origen 
See Zahn, " Forschungen " III. p. 140 f. The heterodox opinions advanced by 
Clement in the Hypotyposes are for the most part only known to us in an ex- 
aggerated form from the report of Photius. 

s In ecclesiastical antiquity all systematising was merely relative and limited, 
because the complex of sacred writings enjoyed a different authority from that 
which it possessed in the following period. Here the reference of a theologou- 
menon to a passage of Scripture was of itself sufficient, and the manifold and in- 
congruous doctrines were felt as a unity in so far as they could all be verified 
from Holy Scriptures. Thus the fact that the Holy Scriptures were regarded as a 
series of divine oracles guaranteed, as it were, a transcendental unity of the doc- 
trines, and, in certain circumstances, relieved the framer of the system of a great 
part of his task. Hitherto little justice has been done to this view of the history 
of dogma, though it is the only solution of a series of otherwise insoluble pro- 
blems. We cannot for example understand the theology of Augustine, and neces- 
sarily create for ourselves the most difficult problems by our own fault, if we make no 
use of that theory. In Origen's dogmatic and that of subsequent Church Fathers — 
so far as we can speak of a dogmatic in their case — the unity lies partly in the 
canon of Holy Scripture and partly in the ultimate aim; but these two principles 
interfere with each other. As far as the Stromateis of Clement is concerned, 
Overbeek (I.e.) has furnished the explanation of its striking plan. Moreover, how 
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personally no longer possessed such a complete and bold religious 
theory of the world as Clement did, for he was already more 
tightly fettered by the Church tradition, some details of which 
here and there led him into compromises that remind us of 
lrenaeus; but it was in connection with his work that the devel- 
opment of the following period took place. It is therefore suf- 
ficient, within the framework of the history of dogma, to refer 
to Clement as the bold forerunner of Origen, and, in setting 
forth the theology of the latter, to compare it in important points 
with the doctrines of Clement. 

2. The system of Origen. ! 

/ Among the theologians of ecclesiastical antiquity Origen was 
(the most important and influential alongside of Augustine. He 
proved the father of ecclesiastical science in the widest sense 
of the word, and at the same time became the founder of that 
theology which reached its complete development in the fourth 
and fifth centuries, and which in the sixth definitely denied its 
author, without, however, losing the form he had impressed on 
it. Origen created the ecclesiastical dogmatic and made the 
sources of the Jewish and Christian religion the foundation of 
that science. The Apologists, in their day, had found everything 
clear in Christianity; the antignostic Fathers had confused the 
Church's faith and the science that treats of it. Origen recog- 
nised the problem and the problems, and elevated the pursuit 
of Christian theology to the rank of an independent task by 
freeing it from its polemical aim. He could not have become 

would it have been conceivable that the riches of Holy Scripture, as presented to 
the philosophers who allegorised the books, could have been mastered, problems 
and all, at the first attempt. 

1 See the treatises of Huetius (1668) reprinted by Lommatzsch. Thomasius, Ori- 
genes 1837. Redepenning, Origenes, 2 Vols. 1841 — 46. Denis, de la philosophic 
d'Origene, Paris 1884. Lang, Die Leiblichkeit der Vernunftwesen bei Origenes, 
Leipzig, 1892. Mehlhorn, Die Lehre von der menschlichen Freiheit nach Origenes 
(Zeitschrift fur Kirchengeschichte, Vol. II., p. 234 ff.). Westcott, Origenes, in the 
Dictionary of Christian Biography Vol. IV. Moller in Herzog's Real-Encyklopadie, 
2nd ed., Vol. XL, pp. 92 — 109. The special literature is to be found there as 
well as in Nitzsch, Dogmengeschichte I., p. 151, and Ueberweg, Grundriss der 
Geschichte der Philosophic, 5th ed., p. 62 f. 
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what he did, if two generations had not preceded him in paving 
the way to form a mental conception of Christianity and give 
it a philosophical foundation. Like all epoch-making personalities, 
he was also favoured by the conditions in which he lived, though 
he had to endure violent attacks. Born of a Christian family 
which was faithfully attached to the Church, he lived at a time 
when the Christian communities enjoyed almost uninterrupted 
peace and were being naturalised in the world ; he was a member 
of a Christian Church where the right of scientific study was 
already recognised and where this had attained a fixed position 
in an organised school. x Jkiz proclaimed the reconciliation of 
science with the Christian faith and the compatibility of the 
highest culture with the Gospel within the bosom of the Church, 
thus contributing more than any other to convert the ancient 
world to Christianity. But he made no compromises from shrewd 
calculation: it was his inmost and holiest conviction that the 
sacred documents of Christianity contained all the ideals of 
antiquity, and that the speculative conception of ecclesiastical 
Christianity was the only true and right one. His character was 
pure, his life blameless; in his work he was not only unwearied, 
but also unselfish. There have been few Fathers of the Church 
whose life-story leaves such an impression of purity behind it as 
that of Origen. The atmosphere which he breathed as a Christian 
and as a philosopher was dangerous ; but his mind remained 
sound, and even his feeling for truth scarcely ever forsook him. 2 

1 See his letter in Eusebius, H. E. VI. 19. 11 ff. 

2 In the polemic against Celsus it seems to us in not a few passages as if the 
feeling for truth had forsaken him. If we consider, however, that in Origen's idea 
the premises of his speculation were unassailable, and if we further consider into 
what straits he was driven by Celsus, we will conclude that no proof has been 
advanced of Origen's having sinned against the current rules of truth. These, how- 
ever, did not include the commandment to use in disputation only such arguments 
as could be employed in a positive doctrinal presentation. Basilius (Ep. 210 ad 
prim. Neocaes) was quite ready to excuse an utterance of Gregory Thaumaturgus, 
that sounded suspiciously like Sabellianism, by saying that the latter was not 
speaking ioyfiartxtis, but kymtrrtx&t. Jerome also (ad Pammach. ep. 48, c. 13), 
after defending the right of writing yvpva0-r*x£{, expressly said that all Greek 
philosophers "have used many words to conceal their thoughts, threaten in one' 
place, and deal the blow in another." In the same way, according to him, Origen, 
Methodius, Eusebius, and Apollinaris had acted in the dispute with Celsus and 
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To us his theory of the world, surveyed in its details, presents 
various changing hues, like that of Philo, and at the present 
day we can scarcely any longer understand how he was able 
to unite the different materials; but, considering the solidity of 
his character and the confidence of his decisions, we cannot 
doubt that he himself felt the agreement of all essential parts 
of his system. No doubt he spoke in one way to the perfect 
and in another to the mass of Christian people. The narrow- 
minded or the immature will at all times necessarily consider 
such proceedings hypocrisy, but the outcome of his religious 
and scientific conception of the world required the twofold lan- 
guage.^)rthodox theology of all creeds has never yet advanced 
beyond the circle first mapped out by his mind. She has suspected 
and corrected her founder, she has thought she could lop off 
his heterodox opinions as if they were accidental excrescences, 
she has incorporated with the simple faith itself the measure of 
speculation she was obliged to admit, and continued to give the 
rule of faith a more philosophic form, fragment by fragment, 
in order that she might thus be able to remove the gap between 
Faith and Gnosis and to banish free theology through the formula 
of ecclesiastical dogma. But it may reasonably be questioned 
whether all this is progress, and it is well worth investigating 
whether the gap between half theological, clerical Christianity and 
a lay Christianity held in tutelage is more endurable than that 
between Gnosis and Pistis, which Origen preserved and bridged 
over. 

The Christian system of Origen l is worked out in opposition 
to the systems of the Greek philosophers and of the Christian 
Gnostics. It is moreover opposed to the ecclesiastical enemies 
of science, the Christian Unitarians, and the Jews. ^But the 

Porphyry. " Because they are sometimes compelled to say, not what they them 
selves think, but what is necessary for their purpose; they do this only in the 
struggle with the heathen " 

1 See, above all, the systematic main work "Trept &px&v"- 

2 Many writings of Origen are pervaded by arguments, evincing equal discre- 
tion and patience, against the Christians who contest the right of science in the 
Church. In the work against Celsus, however, he was not unfrequently obliged 
to abandon the simple Christians. C. Celsus III. 78 : V. 14 — 24 are particularly 
instructive. 
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science of the faith, as developed by Origen, being built up 
with the appliances of Philo's science, bears unmistakable marks 
of Neoplatonism and Gnosticism. Origen speculated not only in 
the manner of Justin, but also in that of Valentinus and therefore 
likewise after the fashion of Plotinus; in fact he is characterised 
by the adoption of the methods and, in a certain sense, of the 
axioms current in the schools of Valentinus and traceable in 
Neoplatonism. But, as this method implied the acknowledgment 
of a sacred literature, Origen was an exegete who believed in 
the Holy Scriptures and indeed, at bottom, he viewed all theol- 
ogy as a methodical exegesis of Holy Writ. Finally, however, 
since Origen, as an ecclesiastical Christian, was convinced that 
the Church (by which he means only the perfect and pure 

. Church) is the sole possessor of God's holy revelations with whose 
authority the faith may be justly satisfied, nothing but the 
two Testaments, as preserved by her, was regarded by him as 
the absolutely reliable divine revelation. l But, in addition to 
these, every possession of the Church, and, above all, the rule 

1 of faith, was authoritative and holy. 2 By acknowledging not 
only the relative correctness of the beliefs held by the great 
mass of simple Christians, as the Valentinians did, but also the 
indispensableness of their faith as the foundation of speculation, 
Origen like Clement avoided the dilemma of becoming a het- 
erodox Gnostic or an ecclesiastical traditionalist. He was able 
to maintain this standpoint, because in the first place his Gnosis 
required a guaranteed sacred literature which he only found in 

1 In this point Origen is already narrower than Clement. Free judgments, such 
as were passed by Clement on Greek philosophy, were not, so far as I know, re- 
peated by Origen. (See especially Clement, Strom. I. 5.28—32: 13. 57, 58 etc.); yet 
he also acknowledges revelations of God in Greek philosophy (see, e.g., c. Cels. 
VI. 3), and the Christian doctrine is to him the completion of Greek philosophy 
{see the remains of Origen's lost Stromateis and Horn. XIV. in Genes. § 3; other 
passages in Redepenning II., p, 324 if.). 

2 We must here content ourselves with merely pointing out that the method of 
scientific Scriptural exegesis also led to historico-critical investigations, that accord- 
ingly Origen and his disciples were also critics of the tradition, and that scientific 
theology, in addition to the task of remodelling Christianity, thus began at its 
very origin the solution of another problem, namely, the critical restoration of 
Christianity from the Scriptures and tradition and the removal of its excrescences : for 
these efforts, strictly speaking, do not come up for consideration in the history of dogma. 
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the Church, and because in the second place this same Gnosis 
had extended its horizon far enough to see that what the heretical 
Gnosis had regarded as contrasts were different aspects of the 
same thing. The relative way of looking at things, an inheritance 
from the best time of antiquity, is familiar to Origen, as it was 
to Clement ; and he contrived never to lose sight of it, in spite 
of the absolute attitude he had arrived at through the Christian 
Gnosis and the Holy Scriptures. This relative view taught him 
and Clement toleration and discretion (Strom. IV. 22. 139: % 
yv&vtq xyx7r# kx) rovg xyvoovvrxq i&xrxsi re zx) irx&evei ryv 
tcxvxv xt'ktiv tov 7TxvroKpxropog' @€0v Ttpxv, "Gnosis loves and 
instructs the ignorant and teaches us to honour the whole creation 
of God Almighty"); and enabled them everywhere to discover, 
hold fast, and further the good in that which was meagre and 
narrow, in that which was undeveloped and as yet intrinsically 
obscure. j < ^As . an orthodox traditionalist and decided opponent 
of all heresy Origen acknowledged that Christianity embraces 
a salvation which is offered to all men and attained by faith, 
that it is the doctrine of historical facts to which we must adhere, 
that the content of Christianity has been appropriately summarised 
by the Church in her rule of faith, 2 and that belief is of itself 
sufficient for the renewal and salvation of man.^But, as an 
idealistic philosopher, Origen transformed the whole content of 
ecclesiastical faith into ideas. Here he adhered to no fixed 
philosophical system, but, like Philo, Clement, and the Neopla- 
tonists, adopted and adapted all that had been effected by the 
labours of idealistic Greek moralists since the time of Socrates. 
These, however, had long before transformed the Socratic saying 
" know thyself" into manifold rules for the right conduct of life, 
and associated with it a theosophy, in which man was first to 
attain to his true self. 3 These rules made the true " sage " 

1 The theory that justified a twofold morality in the Church is now completely 
legitimised, but the higher form no longer appears as Encratite and eschatological, 
but as Encratite and philosophical. See, for example, Clement, Strom. III. 12. 82 : 
VI. 13. 106 etc. Gnosis is the principle of perfection. See Strom. IV. 7. 54: 
•xpSxeirou ft to7q tiQ riAefao-tv o"rsv$ovriv *j yvtiws $ Aoytxtj %q QtpsAteq m *ytx 

2 See the preface to the work irspt £p%«v. 

* From the conclusion of Hippofytus' Philosophoumena it is also evident how 
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abstain from occupying himself in the service of daily life and 
"from burdensome appearance in public". They asserted that 
the mind "can have no more peculiar duty than caring for itself. 
This is accomplished by its not looking without nor occupying 
itself with foreign things, but, turning inwardly to itself, restoring 
its own nature to itself and thus practising righteousness." l Here 
it was taught that the wise man who no longer requires anything 
is nearest , the Deity, because he is a partaker of the highest 
good through possession of his rich Ego and through his calm 
contemplation of the world; here moreover it was proclaimed 
that the mind that has freed itself from the sensuous 2 and lives 
in constant contemplation of the eternal is also in the end 
vouchsafed a view of the invisible and is itself deified. No one 
can deny that this sort of flight from the world and possession 
of God involves a specific secularisation of Christianity, and that 
the isolated and self-sufficient sage is pretty much the opposite 
of the poor soul that hungers after righteousness. 8 Nor, on the 
other hand, can any one deny that concrete examples of both 
types are found in infinite multiplicity and might shade off into 
each other in this multiplicity. This was the case with Clement 
and Origen^To them the ethical and religious ideal is the state 
without sorrow, the state of insensibility to all evils, of order 
and peace — but peace in God. Reconciled to the course of the 
world, trusting in the divine Logos, 4 rich in disinterested love to 
God and the brethen, reproducing the divine thoughts, looking 
up with longing to heaven its native city, 8 the created spirit 

the Socratic Vvtifa o-sctvrov was iu that age based on a philosophy of religion and 
was regarded as a watchword in wide circles. See Clem. Paidag. III. 11. 1. 

1 See Gregory Thaumaturgus' panegyric on Origen, one of the most instructive 
writings of the 3rd century, especially cc. 11 — 18. 

2 Yet all excesses are repudiated. See Clem. Strom. IV. 22. 138: Ovk eyxpxrfc 
oZtoq 'in* iAA' Iv r 4%et yiyovev faeokUiots <t%wol htov sirsvdvo'cco-dcu avcc(z£v&)v. 
Similar remarks are found in Origen. 

3 In many passages of Clement the satisfaction in knowledge appears in a still 
more pronounced form than in Origen. The boldest expression of it is Strom. 
IV. 22. 136. This passage is quoted above on p. 328.) 

4 See the beautiful prayer of the Christian Gnostic in Strom. IV. 23. 148. 

5 See Strom. IV. 26. 172: Origen's commentaries are continually interruptedly 
similar outbursts of feeling. 

22 
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attains its likeness to God and eternal bliss. It reaches this by 
the victory over sensuousness, by constantly occupying itself 
with the divine — " Go ye believing thoughts into the wide field 
of eternity " — by self-knowledge and contemplative isolation, which, 
however, does not exclude work in the kingdom of God, that 
is in the Church. This is the divine wisdom : " The soul practises 
viewing herself as in a mirror : she displays the divine Spirit in 
herself as in a mirror, if she is to be found worthy of this fellow- 
ship ; and she thus discovers the traces of a mysterious way to 
deification." l Origen employed the Stoic and Platonic systems 
of ethics as an instrument for the gradual realisation of this ideal. 2 
With him the mystic and ecstatic as well as the magic and sacramen- 
tal element is still in the background, though it is not wanting. 
To Origen's mind, however, the inadequacy of philosophical 
injunctions was constantly made plain by the following considera- 
tions, (i) The philosophers, in spite of their noble thoughts of 
God, tolerated the existence of polytheism; and this was really 
the only fault he had to find with Plato. (2) The truth did not 
become universally accessible through them. 8 (3) As the result 
of these facts they did not possess sufficient power. 4 In contrast 
to this the divine revelation had already mastered a whole people 
through Moses — " Would to God the Jews had not transgressed 
the law, and had not slain the prophets and Jesus; we would 
then have had a model of that heavenly commonwealth which 
Plato has sought to describe " * — and the Logos shows his universal 

1 On deification as the ultimate aim see Clem., Strom. IV. 23. 149 — 155 : VII. 
10. 56, 13. 82, 16. 95: oVtwq 6 t$ xvpitp vtiMpevoQ xxi ry dodtfoy $f cevroC kxtx- 
xoKovdfoots irpotyTsix tsAiuq \kt2Xutou xxr* tlxSva roC $i$owk&*ov hv <rxpxt legpi- 
9roA«v Qt6$. But note what a distinction Clement makes between 6 &s6$ and the 
perfect man in VII. 15. 88 (in contradistinction to the Stoic identification); Origen 
does this also. 

3 Gregory (1. c, c. 13) relates that all the works of the poets and philosophers were 
read in Origen's school, and that every part of these works that would stand the 
test was admitted. Only the works of atheists were excluded , u because these 
overpass the limits of human thought." However, Origen did not judge philo- 
sophers in such an unprejudiced manner as Clement, or, to speak more correctly, 
he no longer valued them so highly. See Bigg, I.e., p. 133, Denis I.e. Introd. 

8 See, for example, c. Cels. V. 43 : VII. 47, 59 sq. He compared Plato and 
other wise men to those doctors who give their attention only to cultured patients. 

4 See, for example, c. Cels. VI. 2. 
» C. Cels. V. 43. 
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power in the Church (1) by putting an end to all polytheism, . 
and (2) by improving everyone to the extent that his knowledge 
and capacity admit, and in proportion as his will is inclined to, 
and susceptible of, that which is good. l 

1 One of Origen's main ideas, which we everywhere meet with, particularly in 
the work against Celsus (see, for example, VI. 2) is the thought that Christ has 
come to improve all men according to their several capacities, and to lead some 
to the highest knowledge. This conception appears to fall short of the Christian 
ideal and perhaps really does so ; but as soon as we measure it not by the Gospel 
but by the aims of Greek philosophy, we see very clearly the progress that has 
been attained through this same Gospel. What Origen has in his eye is mankind, 
and he is anxious for the amendment not merely of a few, but of all. The actual 
state of things in the Church no longer allowed him to repeat the exclamations 
of the Apologists that all Christians were philosophers and that all were filled 
with the same wisdom and virtue. These exclamations were naive and inappropri- 
ate even for that time. But he could already estimate the relative progress made 
by mankind within the Church as compared with those outside her pale, saw no gulf 
between the growing and the perfect, and traced the whole advance to Christ. 
He expressly declared, c. Cek. III. 78, that the Christianity which is fitted for 
the comprehension of the multitude is not the best doctrine in an absolute, but 
only in a relative, sense; that the "common man", as he expresses himself, must 
be reformed by the prospect of rewards and punishments; and that the truth can 
only be communicated to him in veiled forms and images, as to a child. The 
very fact, however, that the Logos in Jesus Christ has condescended so to act is 
to Origen a proof of the universality of Christianity. Moreover, many of the 
wonderful phenomena reported in the Holy Scriptures belong in his opinion to 
the veiled forms and images. He is very far from doing violence to his reason 
"here; he rather appeals to mysterious powers of the soul, to powers of divination, 
visionary states etc. His standpoint in this case is wholly that of Celsus (see 
particularly the instructive disquisition in I. 48), in so far as he is convinced that 
many unusual things take place between heaven and earth, and that individual 
names, symbols etc. possess a mysterious power (see, for example, c. Cels. V. 45). 
The views as to the relationship between knowledge and holy initiation or sacra- 
mentum are those of the philosophers of the age. He thinks, however, that each 
individual case requires to be examined, that there can be no miracles not in 
accordance with nature, but that on the contrary everything must fit into a higher 
order. As the letter of the precepts in both Testaments frequently contains things 
-contrary to reason (see Trtpi &px$ v IV. 2. 8—27) in order to lead men to the 
spiritual interpretation, and as many passages contain no literal sense at all (I.e. 
S 12), so also, in the historical narratives, we frequently discover a mythical element 
from which consequently nothing but the idea is to be evolved (I.e. § 16 sq. : 
"Non solum de his, quae usque ad adventum Christi scripta sunt, haec Spiritus 
sanctus procuravit, sed . . . eadem similiter etiam in evangelistis et apostolis fecit. 
Nam ne illas quidem narrationes, quas per eos inspiravit, absque huiuscemodi, 
quam supra exposuimus, sapientiae suae arte contexuit. Unde etiam in ipsis non 
parva promiscuit, quibus historialis narrandi ordo interpolates, vel intercisus per 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



340 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. vi. 

Not only, however, did Origen employ the Greek ethic in its 
varied types, but the Greek cosmological speculation also formed 
the complicated substructure of his religious system of morals. 
The Gnosis is formally a philosophy of revelation, that is a 
Scripture theology, l and materially a cosmological speculation. 
On the basis of a detailed theory of inspiration, which itself, 
moreover, originates with the philosophers, the Holy Scriptures 
are so treated that all facts appear as the vehicles of ideas and 
only attain their highest value in this aspect. Systematic theol- 

impossibilitatem sui reflecteret atque revocaret intentionem legentis ad intelligentiae 
interioris examen.") In all such cases Origen makes uniform use of the two points, 
of view, that God wished to present something even to the simple and to incite 
the more advanced to spiritual investigations. Id some passages, however, the 
former point of view fails, because the content of the text is offensive: in that 
case it is only the second that applies. Origen therefore was very far from finding 
the literal content of Scripture edifying in every instance, indeed, in the highest 
sense, the letter is not edifying at all. He" rather adopted, to its widest extent,, 
the critical method employed by the Gnostics particularly when dealing with the- 
Old Testament; but the distinction he made between the different senses of Scrip- 
ture and between the various legitimate human needs enabled him to preserve 
both the unity of God and the harmony of revelation. Herein, both in this case 
and everywhere else, lies the superiority of his theology. Read especially c. Cel- 
sum I. 9—12. After appealing to the twofold religion among the Egyptians, 
Persians, Syrians, and Indians — the mythical religion of the multitude and the 
mystery-religion of the initiated— he lays down exactly the same distinction 
within Christianity, and thus repels the reproach of Celsus that the Christians were- 
obliged to accept everything without examination. With regard to the mythical 
form of Christianity he merely claims that it is the most suitable among religions, 
of this type. Since, as a matter of fact, the great majority of men have neither 
time nor talent for philosophy, nota Hv #AA>f $*Krim fj.i&o$o<; irpoc -rd reft; W0AAe7$ 
@cybv\<rKi evps&sftf, t%$ faro rov 'Isfo-otf ro7q 'invert irupuSofefom (l.c, 9). This- 
thought is quite in the spirit of antiquity, and neither Celsus nor Porphyry could 
have any fault to find with these arguments in point of form : all positive religions- 
have a mythical element; the true religion therefore lies behind the religions. 
But the novelty which neither Celsus nor Porphyry could recognise lies in the- 
acknowledgment that the one religion, even in its mythical form, is unique and 
divine, and in the demand that all men, so far as they cannot attain the highest 
knowledge, must subject themselves to this mythical religion and no other. In 
this claim Origen rejected the ancient contrast between the multitude and the 
initiated just as he repudiated polytheism ; and in this, if I see rightly, his histori- 
cal greatness consists. He everywhere recognised gradations tending in the same 
direction and rejected polytheism. 

1 Bigg (l.c, p. 154) has rightly remarked: "Origen in point of method differs 
most from Clement, who not unfrequently leaves us in doubt as to the precise- 
Scriptural basis of his ideas." 
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ogy, in undertaking its task, always starts, as Clement and 
Origen also did, with the conscious or unconscious thought of 
emancipating itself from the outward revelation and community 
of cultus that are the characteristic marks of positive religion. 
The place of these is taken by the results of speculative cosmol- 
ogy, which, though themselves practically conditioned, do not 
seem to be of this character. This also applies to Origen's 
Christian Gnosis or scientific dogmatic, which is simply the 
metaphysics of the age. However, as he was the equal of the 
foremost minds of his time, this dogmatic was no schoolboy 
imitation on his part, but was to some extent independently 
developed and was worked out both in opposition to pantheistic 
Stoicism and to theoretical dualism. That we are not mistaken 
in this opinion is shown by a document ranking among the 
most valuable things preserved to us from the third century; 
we mean the judgment passed on Origen by Porphyry in Euseb., 
H. E. VI. 19. Every sentence is instructive, * but the culminating 
point is the judgment contained in § 7 : kxtx ph rbv (oiov Xpir- 
rixyug %uv xx) 7rxpxvd/za<; 9 xxrx 5* rxq Tsp) roov irpaypxTuv xx) 
tqv Qeiov ii^xg 'EAA^j//^«y xx) rx 'EAAjji/av rolq idvsiotg vwofixX- 
Kq(A£vg<; fivdoig. (" His outward life was that of a Christian and 
opposed to the law, but in regard to his views of things and 
of the Deity, he thought like the Greeks, inasmuch as he 
introduced their ideas into the myths of other peoples.") We can 
everywhere verify this observation from Origen's works and 
particularly from the books written against Celsus, where he is 
continually obliged to mask his essential agreement in principles 
and method with the enemy of the Christians. 2 The Gnosis is 
in fact the Hellenic one and results in that wonderful picture of 
the world which, though apparently a drama, is in reality immov- 
able, and only assumes such a complicated form here from its 
relation to the Holy Scriptures and the history of Christ. 3 The 

1 Note, for example, § 8, where it is said that Origen adopted the allegorical 
method from the Stoic philosophers and applied it to the Jewish writings. On 
Origen's hermeneutic principles in their relation to those of Philo see Siegfried, 
I.e., pp. 351 — 62. Origen has developed them fully and clearly in the 4th Book 
of irspi xp%&v. 

2 See Overbeck, Theologische Literatur-Zeitung, 1878, Col. 535. 

3 A full presentation of Origen's theology would require many hundreds of 
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Gnosis neutralises everything connected with empiric history ; and 
if this does not everywhere hold good with regard to the actual 
occurrence of facts, it is at least invariably the case in respect 
to their significance. The clearest proof of this is (i) thatOrigen 
raised the thought of the unchangeability of God to be the norm 
of his system and (2) that he denied the historical, incarnate 
Logos any significance for " Gnostics ". To these Christ merely 
appears as the Logos who has been from eternity with the 
Father and has always acted from the beginning. He alone is 
the object of the knowledge of the wise man, who merely 
requires a perfect or, in other words, a divine teacher. l The 
Gospel too only teaches the "shadow of the secrets of Christ; " 
but the eternal Gospel, which is also the pneumatic one, " clearly 
places before men's minds all things concerning the Son of God 
himself, both the mysteries shown by his words, and the things 
of which his acts were the riddles" (rxQac 7rxpifmi<ri rcTg voovirt 

TX 7TXVTX ivU7TlOV 7T£p) XVTOV TOV VIOV TOV ®£0V, Kx) TX TTXpKTTXtJLSVX 
f&VVTVIplX V7T0 TOQV XoyOUV XVTOV* TX T6 TTpXyfAXTX* UV xhlyf&XTX V,7XV 

xi 7rpx%eic xvtov) 2 No doubt the true theology based on revela- 

pages, because he introduced everything worth knowing into the sphere of theology, 
and associated with the Holy Scriptures, verse by verse, philosophical maxims, 
ethical reflexions, and results of physical science, which would require to be 
drawn on the widest canvas, because the standpoint selected by Origen allowed 
the most extensive view and the most varied judgments. The case was similar 
with Clement before him, and also with Tertullian. This is a necessary result 
of "Scripture theology" when one takes it up in earnest. Tertullian assumes, for 
example, that there must be a Christian doctrine of dreams. Why? Because we 
read of dreams in the Holy Scriptures. 

1 In c. Cels. III. 61 it is said (Lommatzsch XVIII., p. 337): sirepQdti ovv ®eoz 
*6yo$ K*fo plv IxTphq to7q &{i>»prmKol^ xxBo $i StS&o-xotkoQ Qefav pve-mpfuv ro7g 
tidy xec&xpolQ kcu iwxsTi ctfAupT&vova'tv. See also what follows. In Comment, in 
John I. 20 sq. the crucified Christ, as the Christ of faith, is distinguished from 
the Christ who takes up his abode in us, as the Christ of the perfect. See 22 
(Lomm. I. p. 43): x»* potK&ptot ye foot $s6pevoi roC vtoG tov GeoG rotovret 
ytySvcco-tv, «$ fnixirt xvroC XPV% 6tv **rpov tovq kuk&s '&x ovret $ QspairsvevroQ, fiyfe 
irotpevoq, pttdi airoAvrpwrsuQ, *AA& votyioLQ xaci K6yov xat foKOUoa-vvtiQ, *j it ri £AAo 
to7q Six TtKubrvira %wpuv xvroC ret xuhXivrot SvvafAivotQ. Read also c. Cels. II. 
66, 69: IV. 15, 18: VI. 68. These passages show that the crucified Christ is no 
longer of any account to the Gnostic, and that he therefore allegorises all the 
incidents described in the Gospels. Clement, too, really regards Christ as of no 
importance to Gnostics except as a teacher. 

3 Comment, in Joh. I. 9, Lomm. I. p. 20. The "mysteries" of Christ is the 
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tion makes pantheism appear overthrown as well as dualism, 
and here the influence of the two Testaments cannot be mistaken ; 
but a subtle form of the latter recurs in Origen's system, whilst 
the manner .in which he rejected both made the Greek philo- 
sophy of the age feel that there was something akin to it here. 
In the final utterances of religious metaphysics ecclesiastical 
Christianity, with the exception of a few compromises, is thrown 
off as a husk. The objects of religious knowledge have no history 
or rather, and this is a genuinely Gnostic and Neoplatonic idea, 
they have only a supramundane one. 

This necessarily gave rise to the assumption of an esoteric 
and exoteric form of the Christian religion, for it is only behind 
the statutory, positive religion of the Church that religion itself 
is found. Origen gave the clearest expression to this assumption, 
which must have been already familiar in the Alexandrian school 
of catechists, and convinced himself that it was correct, because 
he saw that the mass of Christians were unable to grasp the 
deeper sense of Scripture, and because he realised the difficulties 
of the exegesis. On the other hand, in solving the problem of 
adapting the different points of his heterodox system of thought 
to the regula fidei, he displayed the most masterly skill. He 
succeeded in finding an external connection, because, though 
the construction of his theory proceeded from the top down- 
wards, he could find support for it on the steps of the regula 
fidei % already developed by Irenaeus into the history of salvation. 1 
The system itself is to be, in principle and in every respect, 
monistic, but, as the material world, though created by God out 
of nothing, merely appears as a place of punishment and purifica- 
tion for souls, a strong element of dualism is inherent in the 
system, as far as its practical application is concerned. 2 The pre- 

technical term for this theology and, at bottom, for all theology. For, in respect 
of the form given to it, revelation always appears as a problem that theology has 
to solve. What is revealed is therefore either to be taken as immediate authority 
(by the believer) or as a soluble problem. One thing, accordingly, it is not, namely, 
something in itself evident and intelligible. 

1 See Nitzsch, Dogmengeschichte, p. 136. 

2 To Origen the problem of evil was one of the most important; see Book III. 
of Ttpt fyx&v and c. Cels. VI. 53 — 59. He is convinced (1) that the world is 
not the work of a second, hostile God ; (2) that virtues and the works arising from 
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vailing contrast is that between the one transcendent essence 
and the multiplicity of all created things. The pervading ambigu- 
ity lies in the twofold view of the spiritual in so far as, on the 
one hand, it belongs to God as the unfolding of his essence, 
and, on the other, as being created, is contrasted with God. 
This ambiguity, which recurs in all the Neoplatonic systems 
and has continued to characterise all mysticism down to the 
present day, originates in the attempt to repel Stoic pantheism 

them are alone good in the proper sense of the word, and that nothing but the 
opposite of these is bad; (3) that evil in the proper sense of the word is only 
evil will (see c. Cels. IV. .66 : VI. 54). Accordingly he makes a very decided 
distinction between that which is bad and evils. As for the latter he admits that 
they partly originate from God, in which case they are designed as means of 
training and punishment. But he saw that this conception is insufficient, both in 
view of individual passages of Holy Scripture and of natural experience. There 
are evils in the world that can be understood neither as the result of sin nor as 
means of training. Here then his relative, rational view of things comes in, even 
with respect to the power of God. There are evils which are a necessary conse- 
quence of carrying out even the best intentions (c. Cels. VI. 53: rk xotxk ex 
x*p*K0A.Qv6foew$ ysyivqrcu rfc irpoQ rk irpoyyovpsvae) : u Evils, in the strict sense, 
are not created by God; yet some, though but few in comparison with the great, 
well-ordered whole of the world, have of necessity adhered to the objects realised; 
as the carpenter who executes the plan of a building does not manage without 
chips and similar rubbish, or as architects cannot be made responsible for the 
dirty heaps of broken stones and filth one sees at the sites of buildings; (I.e., c. 55). 
Celsus also might have written in this strain. The religious, absolute view is here 
replaced by a rational, and the world is therefore not the best absolutely, but the 
best possible. See the Theodicy in irept ap%m III. 17 — 22. (Here, and also in 
other parts, Origen's Theodicy reminds us of that of Leibnitz; see Denis, I.e., 
p. 626 sq. The two great thinkers have a very great deal in common, because 
their philosophy was not of a radical kind, but an attempt to give a rational 
interpretation to tradition.) But " for the great mass it is sufficient when they are 
told that evil has not its origin in God" (IV. 66). The case is similar with that 
which is really bad. It is sufficient for the multitude to know that that which is 
bad springs from the freedom of the creature, and that matter which is inseparable 
from things mortal is not the source and cause of sin (IV. 66, see also III. 42: 
to xvpfuQ (Miupov faro xetxiaQ rotSvrdv sa-n. <i>v<ri<; $s o-wpxroq oh yuc&poc oh ykp 
% Qfotq o-uf4«r6q hen, to yswnrtxov Tijfc fuaepdrtfToq l%u r^v xotxi&.v)\ but a closer 
examination shows that there can be no man without sin (III. 61) because error is in- 
separable from growth and because the constitution of man in the flesh makes 
evil unavoidable (VIL 50). Sinfulness is therefore natural and it is the necessary 
prius. This thought, which is also not foreign to Irenaeus, is developed by Origen 
with the utmost clearness. He was not content with proving it, however, but in 
order to justify God's ways proceeded to the assumption of a Fall before time 
began (see below); 
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and yet to preserve the transcendental nature of the human 
spirit, and to maintain the absolute causality of God without 
allowing his goodness to be called in question. The assumption 
that created spirits can freely determine their own course is 
therefore a necessity of the system ; in fact this assumption is 
one of its main presuppositions l and is so boldly developed as 
to limit the omnipotence and omniscience of God. But, as from 
the empirical point of view the knot is tied for every man at 
the very moment he appears on earth, and since the problem 
is not created by each human being as the result of his own 
independent will, but lies in his organisation, speculation must 
retreat behind history. So the system, in accordance with certain 
\ hints of Plato, is constructed on the same plan as that of Valen- 
Itinus, for example, to which it has an extraordinary affinity. It 
^contains three parts: (i) The doctrine of God and his unfoldings 
jor creations, (2) the doctrine of the Fall and its consequences, 
'(3) the doctrine of redemption and restoration. 2 Like Denis, 

1 See Mehlhorn, Die Lehre von der menschlichen Freiheit nach Origenes (Zeit- 
schrift fur Kirchengeschichte, Vol. II., p. 234 ff.) 

2 The distinction between Valentinus and Origen consists in the fact that the former 
makes an aeon or, in other words, a part of the divine p/eroma, itself fall, and that he 
does not utilise the idea of freedom. The outline of Origen's system cannot be 
made out with complete clearness from the work wt pi £p#tf v, because he endeavoured 
to treat each of the first three parts as a whole. Origen's four principles are God, 
the World, Freedom, Revelation (Holy Scripture). Each principle, however, is brought 
into relation with Christ. The first part treats of God and the spirits, and follows 
the history of the latter down to their restoration. The second part treats of the 
world and humanity, and likewise closes with the prospect of the resurrection, 
punishment in hell, and eternal life. Here Origen makes a magnificent attempt to- 
give a conception of bliss and yet to exclude all sensuous joys. The third book 
treats of sin and redemption, that is, of freedom of will, temptation, the struggle 
with the powers of evil, internal struggles, the moral aim of the world, and the 
restoration of all things. A special book on Christ is wanting, for Christ is no 
" principle"; but the incarnation is treated of in II. 6. The teachers of Valentinus* 
school accordingly appear more Christian when contrasted with Origen. If we read 
the great work Trtpt *p%#v, or the treatise- against- Celsus, or the commentaries 
connectedly, we never cease to wonder how a mind so clear, so sure of the 
ultimate aim of all knowledge, and occupying such a high standpoint, has admitted 
in details all possible views down to the most naive myths, and how he on the 
one hand believes in holy magic, sacramental vehicles and the like, and on the 
other, in spite of all his rational and even empirical views, betrays no doubt of 
his abstract creations. But the problem that confronts us in Origen is that presented 
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however, we may also, in accordance with a premised theory of 
method, set forth the system in four sections, viz., Theology, 
Cosmology, Anthropology, Teleology. ^Origen's fundamental 
idea is "the original indestructible unity of God and all spirituaL 
essence." From this it necessarily follows that the created spirit 
after fall, error, and sin must ever return to its origin, to being- 
in God. In this idea we have the key to the religious philosophy 
of Origen. 

The only sources for obtaining a knowledge of the truth are 
the Holy Scriptures of both Testaments. No doubt the specula- 
tions of Greek philosophers also contain truths, but these have 
only a propaedeutic value and, moreover, have no certainty to 
offer, as have the Holy Scriptures, which are a witness to them- 
selves in the fulfilment of prophecy. l On the other hand Origen 
assumes that there was an esoteric deeper knowledge in addi- 
tion to the Holy Scriptures, and that Jesus in particular imparted 
this deeper wisdom to a few ; 2 but, as a correct Church theol- 
ogian, he scarcely made use of this assumption. The first 

by his age. This we realise on reading Celsus or Porphyry (see Denis I.e., p. 613 : 
"Toutes les theories d'Origene, meme les plus imaginaires, represent Petot intel- 
lectuel et moral du siecle ou il a paru"). Moreover, Origen is not a teacher who, 
like Augustine, was in advance of his time, though he no doubt anticipated the 
course of ecclesiastical development. This age, as represented by its greatest men, 
sought to gain a substructure for something new, not by a critical examination of 
the old ideas, but by incorporating them all into one whole. People were anxious 
to have assurance, and, in the endeavour to find this, they were nervous about 
giving up any article of tradition. The boldness of Origen, judged as /a Greek 
philosopher, lies in his rejection of all polytheistic religions. This made him al! 
the more conservative in his endeavours to protect and incorporate everything else. 
This conservatism welded together ecclesiastical Christianity and Greek culture into 
a system of theology which was indeed completely heterodox. 

1 The proof from prophecy was reckoned by Origen among the articles belonging 
to faith, but not to Gnosis /see for ex. c. Cels. II. 37): but, like the Apologists, he 
found it of great value. As far as the philosophers are concerned, Origen always 
bore in mind the principle expressed in c. Cels. VII. 46 : npoQ rccCrot ^/ueTc 4>*f— 
cops v oi pe*.£Tiio-xvTe$ pydevt atTg%&&ver$ou rGv k»X&$ ksyoy,hwv\ x«v oi '4%(a tvj$. 
tt/o-tsooq Asyuo-t koc^&q. In that same place it is asserted that God in his love has 
not only revealed himself to such as entirely consecrate themselves to his service, but 
also to such as do not know the true adoration and reverence which he requires. 
But as remarked above, p. 338, Origen's attitude to the Greek philosophers is much 
more reserved than that of Clement. 

2 See, for ex., c. Cels. VI. 6, Comment in Johann. XIII. 59, Lomm. II., p. 9 sq. 
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methodical principle of his exegesis is that the faith, as professed 
in the Church in contradistinction to heresy, must not be tam- 
pered with. 1 But it is the carrying out of this rule that really 
forms the task of the theologian. For the faith itself is fixed 
and requires no particular presentation; it never occurred to 
Origen to assume that the fixing of the faith itself could present 
problems. It is complete, clear, easily teachable, and really leads 
to victory over sensuality and sin (see c. Cels. VII. 48 and cf. 
other passages), as well as to fellowship with God, since it rests 
on the revelation of the Logos. But, as it remains determined 
by fear and hope of reward so, as u uninformed and irrational 
faith " {wifTTiq ftiuruni and xKoyoc). it only leads to a " somatic 
Christianity" (xpifTTixvivyux; (rufixrixog). It is the task of theology, 
however, to decipher "spiritual Christianity" (xpi7Tixvi7^6t; 
TrvsvfiXTixoc) from the Holy Scriptures, and to elevate faith to 
knowledge and clear vision. This is effected by the method of 
Scripture exegesis which ascertains the highest revelations of 
God. 2 The Scripture has a threefold sense because, like the 
cosmos, alongside of which it stands like a second revelation, 
as it were, it must contain a pneumatic, psychic; and somatic 
element. The somatic or historical sense is in every case the 
first that must be ascertained. It corresponds to the stage of 
mere faith and has consequently the same dignity as the latter. 
But there are instances where it is to be given up and designated 
as a Jewish and fleshly sense. This is to be assumed in all 
cases where it leads to ideas opposed to the nature of God, 
morality, the law of nature, or reason. 3 Here one must judge 
(see above) that such objectionable passages were meant to 
incite the searcher to a deeper investigation. The psychic sense 
is of a moral nature: in the Old Testament more especially 
most narratives have a moral content, which one can easily 
find by stripping off the history as a covering ; and in certain 

1 Ilepi xpx& v preface. 

2 On Origen's exegetical method see Kihn, Theodor v. Mopsu. p. 20 ff , Bigg, 
I.e. p. 131 ff. On the distinction between his application of the allegorical method 
and that of Clement see specially p. 134 f. of the latter work. 

3 Origen noted several such passages in the very first chapter of Genesis. 
Examples are given in Bigg, p. 137 f. 
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passages one may content oneself with this meaning. The pneuma- 
tic sense, which is the only meaning borne by many passages, an 
assertion which neither Philo nor Clement ventured to make in 
plain terms, has with Origen a negatively apologetip and a 
positively didactic aim. It leads to the ultimate ideas which, 
once attained, are self-evident, and, so to speak, pass completely 
over into the mind of the theologian, because they finally obtain 
for him clear vision and independent possession. 1 When the 
Gnostic has attained this stage, he may throw away the ladders 
by which he has reached this height. 2 He is then inwardly united 
with God's Logos, and from this union obtains all that he requires. 
In most passages Origen presupposed the similarity and equal 
value of all parts of the Holy Scriptures ; but in some he showed 
that even inspiration has its stages and grades, according to the 
receptivity and worthiness of each prophet, thus applying his 
relative view of all matters of fact in such cases also. In Christ 
the full revelation of the Logos was first expressed ; his Apostles 
did not possess the same inspiration as he, 3 and among the 
Apostles and apostolic men differences in the degrees of inspira- 
tion are again to be assumed. Here Origen set the example of 
making a definite distinction between a heroic age of the Apostles 
and the succeeding period. This laid the foundation for an 
assumption through which the later Church down to our time 
has appeased her conscience and freed herself from demands that 
she could not satisfy. 4 

1 Bigg, I.e., has very appropriately named Origen's allegorism " Biblical alchemy". 

2 To ascertain the pneumatic sense, Origen frequently drew analogies between 
the domain of the cosmic and that of the spiritual. He is thus a forerunner of 
modern idealistic philosophers, for example, Drummond : " To Origen allegorism is 
only one manifestation of the sacramental mystery of nature (Bigg, p. 134). 

3 See Horn, in Luc. XXIX., Lomm. V., p. 193 sq. 

4 Since Origen does not, as a rule, dispute the literal meaning of the Scriptures, 
he has also a much more favourable opinion of the Jewish people and of the 
observance of the law than the earlier Christian authors (but see Iren. and Tertull.). 
At bottom he places the observance of the law quite on the same level as the 
faith of the simple Christians. The Apostles also kept the law for a time, and it 
was only by degrees that they came to understand its spiritual meaning. They 
were also right to continue its observance during their mission among the Jews. On 
the other hand, he considers the New Testament a higher stage than the Old both 
in its literal and its spiritual sense. See c. Cels. II. 1 — 4, 7, 75 : IV. 31 sq. : V.io, 
30, 31, 42 sq., 66: VII. 26. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF GOD AND HIS SELF-UNFOLDINGS OR CREA- 
TIONS. l The world points back to an ultimate cause and the created 
spirit to an eternal, pure, absolutely simple, and unchangeable 
spirit, who is the original source of all existence and goodness* 
so that everything that exists only does so in virtue of being 
caused by that One, and is good in so far as it derives its 
essence from the One who is perfection and goodness. This 
fundamental idea is the source of all the conclusions drawn by 
Origen as to the essence, attributes, and knowableness of God. 
As the One, God is contrasted with the Manifold ; but the order 
in the Manifold points back to the One. As the real Essence, 
God is opposed to the essences that appear and seem to vanish, 
and that therefore have no real existence, because they have 
not their principle in themselves, but testify : " We have not made 
ourselves." As the absolutely immaterial Spirit, God is contrasted 
with the spirit that is clogged with matter, but which strives to 
get back to him from whom it received its origin. The One is 
something different from the Manifold ; but the order, the depend- 
ence, and the longing of that which is created point back to the One, 
who can therefore be known relatively from the Manifold. In 
sharpest contrast to the heretical Gnosis, Origen maintained the 
absolute causality of God, and, in spite of all abstractions in 
determiningthe essence of God, he attributed self-consciousness and 
will to this superessential Essence (in opposition to Valentinus, 
Basilides, and the later Neoplatonists). 2 The created is one thing 
and the Self-existent is another, but both are connected together ; 

1 In opposition to the method for obtaining a knowledge of God, recommended 
by Alcinous (c. 12), Maximus Tyr. (XVII. 8), and Celsus (by analysis [apophat.], 
synthesis [kataphat], and analogy), Origen, c. Cels. VII. 42, 44, appeals to the 
fact that the Christian knows God better, namely, in his incarnate Son. But he 
himself, nevertheless, also follows the synthetic method. 

2 In denning the superessential nature of the One, Origen did not go so far 
as the Basilidians (Philosoph. VII. 20, 21) or as Plotinus. No doubt he also re- 
gards the Deity as 8%ix€tvx rifc hvviot$ (c. Cels. VII. 42 — 51; leepl *pz& v !• '5 
Clement made a closer approach to the heretical abstractions of the Gnostics inas- 
much as he still more expressly renounced any designation of God; see Strom. V. 
12, 13), but he is not (2v6og and a-iytj t being rather a self-comprehending Spirit, 
and therefore does not require a hypostasis (the voCq) before he can come to him- 
self. Accordingly the human intellect is not incapable of soaring up to God as 
the later Neoplatonists assert ; at least vision is by no means so decidedly opposed 
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as the created can only be understood from something self- 
existent, so the self-existent is not without analogy to the created. 
The Self-existent is in itself a living thing; it is beyond dispute 
that Origen with all his abstractions represented the Deity, whom 
he primarily conceived as a constant substance, in a more living, 
and, so to speak, in a more personal way than the Greek 
philosophers. Hence it was possible for him to produce a 
doctrine of the attributes of God. Here he did not even shrink 
from applying his relative view to the Deity, because, as will 
be seen, he never thinks of God without revelation, and because 
all revelation must be something limited. The omnipresence of 
God indeed suffers from no limitation. God is potentially every- 
where ; but he is everywhere only potentially ; that is, he neither 
encompasses nor is encompassed. Nor is he diffused through the 
universe, but, as he is removed from the limits of space, so also 
he is removed from space itself. l But the omniscience and 
omnipotence of God have a limit, which indeed, according to 
Origen, lies in the nature of the case itself. In the first place 
his omnipotence is limited through his essence, for he can only 
do what he wills; 2 secondly by logic, for omnipotence cannot 
produce things containing an inward contradiction : God can do 

to thought, that is, elevated above it as something new, as is held by the Neopla- 
tonists and Philo before them. Origen is no mystic. In accordance with this 
conception Origen and Clement say that the perfect knowledge of God can indeed 
be derived from the Logos alone (c. Cels. VII. 48, 49: VI. 65 — 73; Strom. V. 
12. 85: VI. 15. 122), but that a relative knowledge may be deduced from creation 
(c. Cels. VII. 46). Hence they also spoke of an innate knowledge of God (Pro- 
trept. VI. 68; Strom. V. 13. 78), and extended the teleological proof of God fur- 
nished by Philo (Kept *p%&v I. 1. 6; c. Cels. I. 23). The relatively correct predi- 
cates of God to be determined from revelation are his unity (c. Cels. I. 23), his 
absolute spirituality (TrveGpot cco-a patron 3 tkvKo^ xa-x^^Tta-roQ) — this is maintained 
both in opposition to Stoicism and anthropomorphism; see Orig. wept kp%6*v I. 1, 
Origen's polemic against Melito's conception of God, and Clem., Strom. V. 11.68: 
V. 12. 82, — his unbegottenness, his immortality (this is eternity conceived as en- 
joyment; the eternity of God itself, however, is to be conceived, according to 
Clement, as that which is above time; see Strom. II. 2. 6), and his absolute caus- 
ality. All these concepts together constitute the conception of perfection. See 
Fischer, De Orig. theologia et cosmologia, 1840. 

1 Orig. Trspt etpx&v II. I. 3« 

2 C. Cels. V. 23. 
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nothing contrary to nature, all miracles being natural in the 
highest sense l — thirdly, by the impossibility of that which is in 
itself unlimited being comprehended, whence it follows that the 
extent of everything created must be limited 2 — fourthly, by the 
impossibility of realising an aim completely and without disturbing 
elements. 3 Omniscience has also its corresponding limits ; this is 
specially proved from the freedom of spirits bestowed by God 
himself. God has indeed the capacity of foreknowledge, but 
he knows transactions beforehand because they happen ; they do 
not happen because he knows them. 4 That the divine purpose 
should be realised in the end necessarily follows from the nature 
of the created spirit itself, apart from the supporting activity of 
God. Like Irenseus and Tertullian Origen very carefully discussed 
the attributes of goodness and justice in God in opposition to 
the Marcionites. 5 But his exposition is different. In his eyes 
goodness and justice are not two opposite attributes, which can 
and must exist in God side, by side ; but as virtues they are to 
him identical. God rewards in justice and punishes in kindness. 
That it should go well with all, no matter how they conduct 
themselves, would be no kindness ; but it is kindness when God 
punishes to improve, deter, and prevent. Passions, anger, and 
the like do not exist in God, nor any plurality of virtues; but, 
as the Perfect One, he is all kindness. In other places, however, 
Origen did not content himself with this presentation. In opposi- 
tion to the Marcionites, who declared Christ and the Father 
of Christ to be good, and the creator of the world to be just, 
he argued that, on the contrary, God (the foundation of the world) 

1 L.c. 

2 Tlept otpx&v II* 9- 1 • " Certum est, quippe quod prsefinito aliquo apud se numero 
creaturas fecit: non enim, ut quidam volunt, finem putandum est non habere crea- 
iuras; quia ubi finis non est, nee comprehensio ulla nee circumscriptio esse potest. 
Quod si fuerit utique nee contineri vel dispensari a deo, quae facta sunt, poterunt. 
Naturaliter nempe quicquid infinitum fuerit, et incomprehensibile erit." In Matth., 
t. 13., c. 1 fin., Lomm. III., p. 209 sq. 

3 See above, p. 343, note 2. 

4 See c. Cels. II. 20. 

* Clement also did so; see with respect to Origen wept up%&v II. 5, especially 
§ 3 sq. 
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is good, but that the Logos-Christ, in so far as he isthepeda- 
gogus, is just. 1 

From the perfect goodness of God Origen infers that he reveals 
or communicates himself, from his immutability that he always 
reveals himself. The eternal or never beginning communication 
of perfection to other beings is a postulate of the concept " God ". 
But, along with the whole fraternity of those professing the same 
philosophy, Origen assumed that the One, in becoming the 
Manifold and acting in the interests of the Manifold, can only 
effect his purpose by divesting himself of absolute apathy and 
once more assuming a form in which he can act, that is, procuring 
for himself an adequate organ — the Logos. The content of Ori- 
gen's teaching about this Logos was not essentially different 
from that of Philo and was therefore quite as contradictory; 
only in his case everything is more sharply defined and the 
hypostasis of the Logos (in opposition to the Monarchians) more 
clearly and precisely stated. 2 Nevertheless the personal independ- 

1 See Comment, in Johann. I. 40, Lomm. I. p. 77 sq. I cannot agree that 
this view is a rapprochement to the Marcionites (contrary to Nitzsch's opinion,, 
I.e., p. 285). The confused accounts in Epiph., H. 43. 13 are at any rate not to be 
taken into account. 

2 Clement's doctrine of the Logos, to judge from the Hypotyposes, was perhaps 
different from that of Origen. According to Photius (Biblioth. 109) Clement 
assumed two Logoi (Origen indeed was also reproached with the same; see Pam- 
phili Apol., Routh, Reliq. S., IV., p. 367), and did not even allow the second and 
weaker one to make a real appearance on earth; but this is a misunderstanding 
(see Zahn, Forschungen III., p. 144). Asy erect fiev — these are said to have been 
the words of a passage in the Hypotyposes — xkt 6 vio$ K6yo$ 6 pa vv put; r$ irarptxip 
K6yt$i «AA' oh% oZt6s eo-rtv 6 vkp% yev6fisvo^ ov$e (jl^v 6 wocrplpoQ *.6yoQ, othhk 
SvvxfxtQ tiq roO SsoV, ohv ot%6ppoi» roV &6yov alroti vqGq ysv6(Jt,svoQ txq tSv 
ctvQpaiTraiv xcep$i'*Q dixTrscpotTyxs. The distinction between an impersonal Logos- 
God and the Logos-Christ necessarily appeared as soon as the Logos was defin- 
itely hypostatised. In the so-called Monarchian struggles of the 3rd century the 
disputants made use of these two Logoi, who formed excellent material for sophis- 
tical discussions. In the Strom. Clement did not reject the distinction between a 
Adyos evh&QsTOQ and %po$optx6<} (on Strom. V. 1. 6. see Zahn, I.e., p. 145 against 
Nitzsch), and in many passages expresses himself in such a way that one can 
scarcely fail to notice a distinction between the Logos of the Father and that 
of the Son. "The Son-Logos is an emanation of the Reason of God, which 
unalterably remains in God and is the Logos proper." If the Adumbrationes are 
to be regarded as parts of the Hypotyposes, Clement used the expression 6(10060-10$ 
for the Logos, or at least an identical one (See Zahn, Forschungen III., pp. 87 — 
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ence of the Logos is as yet by no means so sharply defined as 
in the case of the later Arians. He is still the Consciousness 
of God, the spiritual Activity of God. Hence he is on the one 
hand the idea of the world existing in God, and on the other 
the product of divine wisdom originating with the will of God. 
The following are the most important propositions. l The Logos 
who appeared in Christ, as is specially shown from Joh. I. i 
and Heb. I. i , is the perfect image 2 of God. He is the Wisdom 

138 f.). This is the more probable because Clement, Strom. 16. 74, expressly re- 
marked that men are not pipos Qeov xxt t<m e«£ bpoouo-tot, and because he says 
in Strom. IV. 13. 91: et sTt rb xxrxACo-xi QAvxrov xtyixvelrxt rb $tx$epov yevo$ t 
ov% 6 Xpia-rbQ rbv tevxrov xxrvipy^o-ev, st pyi xxt xvrbs xlroi$ SpoovrtoQ Af%0e/if, 
One must assume from this that the word was really familiar to Clement as a design- 
ation of the community of nature, possessed by the Logos, both with God and 
with men. See Protrept. 10. 1 10: 6 $e7o$ AdyoQ, 6 (pxvepurxros J 6vrv$ ©fo'c, 6 
r$ der^Ty rtiv faw tetrads /<;). In Strom. V. 1. 1 Clement emphatically declared 
that the Son was equally eternal with the Father: oh /ujjv qv$1 6 wxryp %vsv vfoG- 
Zipx yxp t# nxryp vlot Trxnjp (see also Strom. IV. 7. 58: £v fikv rb xyevvyrov 
6 7Fxvroxpxrup y 'iv $i xxt rb Trpoyswyfev $? oZ rx tt&vt* eyevero, and Adumbrat. 
in Zahn, I.e., p. 87, where 1 John I. 1 is explained: "principium generationis 
separatum ab opificis principio non est. Cum enim dicit "quod erat ab initio" 
generationem tangit sine principio filii cum patre simul exstantis." See besides the 
remarkable passage, Quis dives salv. 37: Se^ rx rtje xyfays (ivcriiptx, xxt r6re 
gTTOTTTevo-stt; rbv x6Atov roG 7rxrp6$ t 8v 6 povoyevfc vtbt; (debt; (jl6voq hfyyfoxro' ivrt 
l\ xxt xvrbs 6 ©*o$ xyxTy xxt $/' xyxvyv vifitv xvexp&Ay xxt rb lilv 'xpptjrov 
xvroC irxrvipi rb $i *j/tz7v <rv(i7r octet; yeyovs l*£ryp' xyxTrjrxQ 6 Trxrijp s0jfA«/v0jf, xxt 
rovrov peyx vvifietov, $v xvroq gyevvyo-ev g% xvroC xoct 6 rtxfoiQ h% xyxiriiQ xocpvrbs 
xyxTtj, But that does not exclude the fact that he, like Origen, named the Son 
xrfoyLX (Phot, I.e.). In the Adumbrat. (p. 88) Son and Spirit are called u primiti- 
ve virtutes ac primo creatae, immobiles exsistentes secundum substantiam ". That 
is exactly Origen 's doctrine, and Zahn (I.e., p. 99) has rightly compared Strom. V. 
14. 89: VI. 7. 58; and Epit. ex Theod. 20. The Son stands at the head of the 
series of created beings (Strom. VII. 2. 5; see also below), but he is nevertheless 
specifically different from them by reason of his origin. It may be said in general 
that the fine distinctions of the Logos doctrine in Clement and Origen are to be 
traced to the still more abstract conception of God found in the former. A sentence 
like Strom. IV. 25. 156 (6 fikv oZv Sebs xvxir6detxro$ &v ovx 'ivrtv eKto-riipovtxds, 
6 2$ vfbQ <ro<p/x r£ sa-rt xxt hvto-rijfjivi) will hardly be found in Origen I think. 
Cf. Schultz, Gottheit Christi, p. 45 ff. 

1 See Schultz, l.c, p. 51 ff. and Jahrbuch fiir protestantische Theologie I. 
pp. 193 ff- 369 ff 

3 It is very remarkable that Origen nspt xp%Qv I. 2. 1 in his presentation of 
the Logos doctrine, started with the person of Christ, though he immediately 
abandoned this starting-point "Primo illud nos oportere scire*', so this chapter 

23 
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of God, the reflection of his perfection and glory, the invisible 
image of God. For that very reason there is nothing corporeal 
in him l and he is therefore really God, not xvroisog, nor b Ssog 9 
nor xvxpxo* *PX*l (" beginningless beginning"), but the second 
God. 3 But, as such, immutability is one of his attributes, that 
is, he can never lose his divine essence, he can also in this 
respect neither increase nor decrease (this immutability, however, 
is not an independent attribute, but he is perfect as being an 
image of the Father's perfection). 3 Accordingly this deity is not 
a communicated one in the sense of his having another inde- 
pendent essence in addition to this divine nature; but deity 
rather constitutes his essence : b truT^p ov kxtx fi€Tou<rixv 9 xXXx 
xxt' ov7ixv far) ®£o$ 4 (" the Saviour is not God by communica- 
tion, but in his essence"). From this it follows that he shares in 
the essence of God, therefore of the Father, and is accordingly 
0fiGQu<riGs t$ TTXTpl ("the same in substance with the Father") 
or, seeing that, as Son, he has come forth from the Father, 
is engendered from the essence of the Father. 6 But having 

begins, "Quod aliud est in Christo deitatis eius natura, quod est unigenitus nlius 
patris, et alia humana natura, quam in novissimis temporibus pro dispensatione 
suscepit. Propter quod videndum primo est, quid sit unigenitus filius dei." 

1 Tlept xp%Qv I. 2. 2, 6. 

8 The expression was familiar to Origen as to Justin (see Dial. c. Tryph). 
' See c. Cels. V. 39 : Kxt devrspov oZv Aeyafzev Gs6v 'fo-ruo-xv, %ri rbv tietrspov ©*ov 
ovk 'ikKKo rt Atyopsv, $ ryv ireptexrtxifv kxt&v xper&v xpsrifv text rbv ireptexrtKbv 
ttxvtos ovrtvoa-oVv K6yov r&v xxrx Qfotv xxt Kpoyyoviiivax; ysysviifigvuv, 

3 Hep) xpx&v I. 2. 13 has been much corrupted by Rufinus. The passage must have 
been to the effect that the Son is indeed xyxU^ but not, like the Father, eexxpxK- 
A&ktwq xyxUs 

4 Selecta in Psalm., Lomm. XIIL, p. 134; see also Fragm. comm. in ep. ad 
Hebr., Lomm. V., p. 299 sq. 

6 L.c. : " Sic et sapientia ex deo procedens, ex ipsa substantia dei generatur. Sic nihil- 
ominus et secundum similitudinem corporalis aporrhoeae esse dicitur aporrhcea gloriae 
omnipotentis pura quaedam et sincera. Quae utrseque similitudines (see the beginning of 
the passage) manifestissime ostendunt communionem substantia esse filio cum patre. 
Aporrhcea enim dfxoova-tot; videtur, id est, unius substantia cum illo corpore, ex 
quo est vel aporrhcea vel vapor." In opposition to Heracleon Origen argues (in 
Joh. XIIL 25., Lomm. II., p. 43 sq.) that we are not homousios with God : 
67na-r^a-eafjLtv $s t it fiy <r(p6$px ha-rtv xo-efiec dpoouo-fovs t% xyswyru <pv<ra kxi 
TrxfAfJtxKxpix ehxt Kiyuv rovs irpoo-xvvoGvrxe hv wvetfyzam ta» ©*«. On the meaning 
of 6(jLoofotoe see Zahn, Marcell., pp. 1 1 — 32. The conception decidedly excludes the 
possibility of the two subjects connected by it having a different essence; but it 
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proceeded, like the will, from the Spirit, he was always with God ; 
there was not a time when he was not, l nay, even this expres- 
sion is still too weak. It would be an unworthy idea to think 
of God without his # wisdom or to assume a beginning of his 
begetting. Moreover, this begetting is not an act that has only 
once taken place, but a process lasting from all eternity; the 
Son is always being begotten of the Father. 2 It is the theology 
of Origen which Gregory Thaumaturgus has thus summed up : 3 
£ic xvpiog, . (livos ix {aovqv, ®sb<; ix 0£cu, %xpxxrvip xx) sixhv ry$ 
■isoTyTog, Koyoc hepyoc^ voCpix rijg tuv qXcov <tv<ttx<t£C0$ TspisxTix^ 
xx) SvvxfAic T$j$ oXvis Krivsug woiyTixy, viog xXyiivoq xXydivov 7rxrpo^ 
xipxroq xopxTQv xx) x(pixprog xQixprov xx) xixi/XTQs xixvxrou xx) 
ai'Stog xi^iov. (" One Lord, one from one, God from God, impress 
and image of Godhead, energetic word, wisdom embracing the 
entire system of the universe and power producing all creation, 
true Son of a true Father, the invisible of the invisible and in- 
corruptible of the incorruptible, the immortal of the immortal, 
the eternal of the eternal "). The begetting is an indescribable 
act which can only be represented by inadequate images: it is 
no emanation— the expression 7rpo(ZoXvi is not found, so far as I 

says nothing about how they came to have one essence and in what measure they 
possess it. On the other hand it abolishes the distinction of persons the moment 
the essence itself is identified with the one person. Here then is found the Unitar- 
ian danger, which could only be averted by assertions. In some of Origen's 
teachings a modalistic aspect is also not quite wanting. See Horn. VIII. in 
Jerem. no. 2 : To plv vTroxsfptvov 'h eo-rt, rou$ %\ eirtvoicus rk wcAAi dvdfiatrx k?Fi 
$icc<p6poov. Conversely, it is also nothing but an appearance when Origen (for ex. 
in c. Cels. VIII. 12) merely traces the unity of Father and Son to unity in feeling 
and in will. The charge of Ebionitism made against him is quite unfounded (see 
Pamphili Apol., Routh IV. p. 367). 

1 Ovk 'da-riv tire ovx Ijv, de princip. I. 2. 9; in Rom. I. 5. 

2 IJspi upx&v I- 2. 2 — 9. Comm. in ep. ad. Hebr. Lomm. V., p. 296 : "Nunquam 
est, quando films non fuit. Erat autem non, sicut de seterna luce diximus, innatus, 
ne duo principia lucis videamur inducere, sed sicut ingenitee lucis splendor, ipsam 
illam lucem initium habens ac fontem, natus quidem ex ipsa ; sed non erat quando 
non erat." See the comprehensive disquisition in Tspt ap%&v IV. 28, where we find 
the sentence : " hoc autem ipsum, quod dicimus, quia nunquam fuit, quando non 
fuit, cum venia audiendum est" etc. See further in Jerem. IX. 4, Lomm. XV., 
p. 212 : rb uirccvyxo-fiet rfc I6ty<i ovxi &r*S ysyevvnirou y xxt oh%i ylvv&reu . , . xatt 
uti ytvvScrett 6 a-urvip vtfo rot 7f*rp6%\ see also other passages. 

3 See Caspari, Quellen, Vol. IV., p. 10. 
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know l — but is rather to be designated as an act of the will 
arising from an inner necessity, an act which for that very reason 
is an emanation of the essence. But the Logos thus produced 
is really a personally existing being; h& is not an impersonal 
force of the Father, though this still appears to be the case in 
some passages of Clement, but he is the " sapientia dei substan- 
tialiter subsistens* ("the wisdom of God substantially existing") 
"figura expressa substantias patris" (express image of the Father's 
substance"), "virtus altera in sua proprietate subsistens" (a 
second force existing in its own characteristic fashion"). He is, 
and here Origen appeals to the old Acts of Paul, an "animal 
vivens" with an independent existence. 3 He is another person, 4 
^namely, the second person in number. 5 But here already begins 
Origen's second train of thought which limits the first that we 
have set forth. As a particular hypostasis, which has its " first 
cause" (irp&Tov xfoiov) in God, the Son is "that which is caused" 
(xhtxrov), moreover as the fulness of ideas, as he who comprehends 
in himself all the forms that are to have an active existence, 
the Son is no longer an absolute simplex like the Father. 6 He 
is already the first stage of the transition from the One to the 
Manifold, and, as the medium of the world-idea, his essence has 
an inward relation to the world, which is itself without begin- 

» In vept upx&v IV. 28 the prolatio is expressly rejected (see also I. 2. 4) a& 
well as the "conversio partis alicuius substantia dei in filium" and the u procreatio 
ex nullis substantibus." 

3 L.c. I. 2. 2. 

3 L.c. I. 2. 3. 

4 De orat. 15: "Erepo$ xcer* ovrtctv xau vwoKsifJLBvov 6 vffc sa-rt roC TrarpdQ. This r 
however, is not meant to designate a deity of a hybrid nature, but to mark the 
personal distinction. 

*> * C. Cels. VIII. 12. : $vo r% unoa-rcco-st irp&yiietT*. This was frequently urged 
against the Monarchians in Origen's commentaries; see in Joh. X. 21: II. 6 etc- 
The Son exists x«t' idfxv rfc ovtricc; Kepiypottytv. Not that Origen has not yet the 
later terminology ova-fa, v7r6o-rao-iQ, vnoxeffjisvov, 7rp6a-a)7rov, We find three hypostases 
in Joh. II. 6. Lomm. I., p. 109, and this is repeatedly the case in c. Cels. 

6 In Joh. I. 22, Lomm. I., p. 41 sq. : 6 0sd$ (uv oZv tf&vtij r h ea-rt xatt ctnAou'v 
6 ££ a-uriip vin&v $tk roc noXXk. The Son is Idiot t$e&v, avo-r^iu ^eupyjfxxrav kv 
ot.hr a (Lomm. I., p. 127). 
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ning. l As soon therefore as the category of causality is applied 
— which moreover dominates the system — and the particular 
contemplation of the Son in relation to the Father gives way 
to the general contemplation of his task and destination, the Son 
is not only called xrfoftx and $y(4,iovpy>ifAX y but all the utterances 
about the quality of his essence receive a limitation. We nowhere 
find the express assertion that this quality is inferior or of a different 
kind when compared with that of God; but these utterances 
lose their force when it is asserted that complete similarity 
between Father and Son only exists in relation to the world. 
We have to acknowledge the divine being that appeared in Christ 
to be the manifestation of the Deity ; but, from God's standpoint, 
^tlie Son is the hypostasis appointed by and subordinated to 
him. 2 The Son stands between the uncreated One and the 
created Many; in so far as unchangeableness is an attribute of 
self-existence he does not possess it. * It is evident why Origen 
was obliged to conceive the Logos exactly as he did; it 
was only in this form that the idea answered the purpose for 
which it was intended. In the description of the essence of the 
Logos much more heed continues to be given to his creative 
than to his redeeming significance. Since it was only a teacher 
that Origen ultimately required for the purpose of redemption, 
he could unfold the nature and task of the Logos without thinking of 
Christ, whose name indeed he frequently mentions in his disquisitions, 
but whose person is really not of the slightest importance there. 4 
In order to comply with the rule of faith, and for this reason 
alone, for his speculation did not require a Spirit in addition to the 
Logos, Origen also, placed the Spirit alongside of Father and Son. 
All that is predicated about him by the Church is that he is 
equal to the other persons in honour and dignity, and it was he that 
inspired both Prophets and Apostles ; but that it is still undecided 

1 See the remarks on the saying: a The Father is greater than I," in Joh. XIII. 25, 
Lomm. II., p. 45 sq. and other passages. Here Origen shows that he considers the homo- 
ousia of the Son and the Father just as relative as the unchangeability of the Son. 

3 Tie pi upx&v II. 2. 6 has been corrupted by Rufinus; see Jerome ep. ad Avitum. 

8 See *epi xpx&v I. 2. 13 (see above, p. 354, note 3). 

4 Athanasius supplemented this by determining the essence of the Logos from 
the redeeming work of Christ. 



Digitized by CjOOQLC 



35 8 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. vi. 

whether he be created or uncreated, and whether he too is to be 
considered the Son of God or not 1 As the third hypostasis, Origen 
reckoned him part of the constant divine essence and so treated him 
after the analogy of the Son, without producing an impressive 
proof of the necessity of this hypostasis. He, however, became 
the Holy Spirit through the Son, and is related to the latter as 
the latter is related to the Father; in other words he is sub- 
ordinate to the Son; he is the first creation of the Father through 
the Son. s Here Origen was following an old tradition. Considered 
quantitively therefore, and this according to Origen is the most 
important consideration, the Spirit's sphere of action is the 
smallest. All being has its principle in the Father, the Son 
has his sphere in the rational, the Holy Spirit in the sanctified, 
that is in the Church; this he has to rule over and per- 
fect. Father, Son, and Spirit form a rplxq (" triad") 3 to which 
nothing may be compared ; they are equal in dignity and honour, 
and the substance they possess is one. If the following is not 
one of Rufinus' corrections, Origen said 4 : Nihil in trinitate maius 
minusve dicendum est cum unius divinitatis fons verbo ac ratione 
sua teneat universa" 5 ("nothing in the Trinity is to be called 
greater or less, since the fountain of one divinity holds all his 
parts by word and reason"). But, as in Origen's sense the union 
of these only exists because the Father alone is the " source of 
deity" (jryiyvi rv\q dsoryrog) and principle of the other two hypo- 
stases, the Trinity is in truth no homogeneous one, but one which, 
in accordance with a "subtle emanation idea", has degrees 
within it. This Trinity, which in the strict sense remains a 

1 See irept otpx&v praef. and in addition to this Hernias' view of the Spirit. 

2 Tlspt *px&v I. 3« The Holy Spirit is eternal, is ever being breathed out, but 
is to be termed a creature. See also in Joh. II. 6, Lomm. I., p. 109 sq. : rb uyiov 
TveCfxu Six roG h.6yov eyivsTo, Trpeo-fivrepov (logically) nxp' xvrb roC h6yov rvy- 
X^cvovtoq. Yet Origen is not so confident here as in his Logos doctrine. 

3 See Trspt xpx&v I- 3j 5 — 8. Hence Origen says the heathen had known the 
Father and Son, but not the Holy Spirit (de princip. I. 3: II. 7). 

4 L.c. § 7. 

5 See Horn, in Num. XII. 1, Lomm. X, p. 127: "Est haec trium distinctio per- 
sonarum in patre et filio et spiritu sancto, quae ad pluralem puteorum numerum revo- 
catur. Sed horum puteorum unum est fons. Una enim substantia est et natura 
trinitatis." 
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Trinity of revelation, except that revelation belongs to the essence 
of God, is with Origen the real secret of the faith, the mystery 
beyond all mysteries. To deny it shows a Jewish, carnal feeling 
or at least the greatest narrowness of conception. 

The idea of createdness was already more closely associated 
with the Holy Ghost than with the Logos. He is in a still 
clearer fashion than the Son himself the transition to the series 
of ideas and spirits that having been created by the Son, are 
in truth the unfolding of his fulness. They form the next stage 
after the Holy Spirit. In assuming the existence of such beings 
as were required by his philosophical system, Origen appealed 
to the Biblical doctrine of angels, which he says is expressly 
acknowledged in the Church. 1 With Clement even the association 
of the Son and Holy Ghost with the great angelic spirits is as 
yet not altogether avoided, at least in his expressions. 2 Origen 
was more cautious in this respect. 3 The world of spirits appears 
to him as a series of well-arranged, graded energies, as the 
representative of created reason. Its characteristic is growth, 
that is, progress (7rpo%07ni). 4 Growth is conditioned by freedom : 
" omnis creatura rationabilis laudis et culpa cap ax : laudis y si 
secundum rationem, quam in se habet, admeliora proficiat, culpa? , 
si rationem recti declinet"* ("every rational creature is capable 
of meriting praise or blame — praise, if it advance to better things 
according to the reason it possesses in itself, blame, if it avoid 
the right course") As unchangeableness and permanence are 

1 IJept *p%m prsef. 

2 From Hermas, Justin, and Athenagoras we learn how, in the 2nd century, 
both in the belief of uneducated lay-Christians and of the Apologists, Son, Spirit, 
Logos, and angels under certain circumstances shaded off into one another. To 
Clement, no doubt, Logos and Spirit are the only unchangeable beings besides 
God. But, inasmuch as there is a series which descends from God to men 
living in the flesh, there cannot fail to be elements of affinity between Logos and Spirit 
on the one hand and the highest angels on the other, all of whom indeed have 
the capacity and need of development. Hence they have certain names and pre- 
dicates in common, and it frequently remains uncertain, especially as regards the 
theophanies in the Old Testament, whether it was a high angel that spoke, or the 
Son through the angel. See the full discussion in Zahn, Forschungen, III., p. 98 f. 

3 TJspi Stp%m I. 5. 

4 So also Clement, see Zahn, l.c. 
6 Uspt itpx&v I. 5. 2. 
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characteristic of the Deity, so freedom is the mark of the created 
spirit. 1 In this thesis Origen goes beyond the assumption of 
the heretical Gnostics just as much as he does in his other 
proposition that the creaturely spirit is in no sense a portion 
of the divine (because it is changeable 2 ); but in reality freedom, 
as he understands it, is only the capacity of created spirits to 
determine their own destiny for a time. In the end, however, 
they must turn to that which is good, because everything spir- 
itual is indestructible. Sub specie ceternitatis^ then, the mere 
communication of the divine element to the created spirit 3 is 
not a mere communication, and freedom is no freedom; but the 
absolute necessity of the created spirit's developing itself merely 
appears as freedom. Yet Origen himself did not draw this 
conclusion, but rather based everything on his conception that 
the freedom of naturce rationabiles consisted in the possibilitas 
utriusque^ and sought to understand the cosmos, as it is, from 
this freedom. To the naturce rationabiles, which have different 
species and ordines, human souls also belong. The whole of 
them were created from all eternity; for God would not be 
almighty unless he had always produced everything 4 ; in virtue 
of their origin they are equal, for their original community with 

1 It was of course created before the world, as it determines the course of the 
world. See Comm. in Matth. XV, 27, Lomm. III., p. 384 sq. 

2 See Comm. in Joh. XIII. 25, Lomm. II., p. 45 : we must not look on the 
human spirit as opoovo-toe with the divine one. The same had already been expressly 
taught by Clement. See Strom., II. 16. 74: 6 ®§oq ovSsfxiav *i%ti Trpbsfip&sQvo'ticiiv 
o-%eo-iv u$ ot ruv afpso-eav xrivrou QgXovo-iv. Adumbr., p. 91 (ed. Zahn). This does 
not exclude God and souls having quodammodo one substance. 

3 Such is the teaching of Clement and Origen. They repudiated the possession 
of any natural, essential goodness in the case of created spirits. If such lay in their 
essence, these spirits would be unchangeable. 

4 Ilgpt otpx&v I. 2. 10: "Quemadmodum pater non potest esse quis, si filius non 
sit, neque dominus quis esse potest sine possessione, sine servo, ita ne omnipotens 
quidem deus dici potest, si non sint, in quos exerceat potentatum, et deo ut omni- 
potens ostendatur deus, omnia subsistere necesse est." (So the Hermogenes against 
whom Tertullian wrote had already argued). "Nam si quis est, qui velit vel 
ssecula aliqua vel spatia transisse, vel quodcunque aliud nominare vult, cum non- 
dum facta essent, quae facta sunt, sine dubio hoc ostendet, quod in illis saeculis 

•vel spatiis omnipotens non erat deus et postmodum omnipotens factus est." God 
would therefore, it is said in what follows, be subjected to a wpoxowjj, and thus 
be proved to be a finite being. III. 5. 3. 
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the Logos permits of no diversity ! ; but, on the other hand, they 
have received different tasks and their development is consequently 
different. In so far as they are spirits subject to change, they 
are burdened with a kind of bodily nature, 8 for it is only the 
Deity that is without a body. The element of materiality is a 
necessary result of their finite nature, that is, of their being 
created ; and this applies both to angels and human souls. 3 Now 
Origen did not speculate at all as to how the spirit world might 
have developed in ideal fashion, a fact which it is exceedingly 
important to recognise ; he knows nothing at all about an ideal 
development for all, and does not even view it as a possibility. 
The truth rather is that as soon as he mentions the nature? 
rationabiles, he immediately proceeds to speak of their fall, their 
growth, and their diversities. He merely contemplates them in 
the given circumstances in which they are placed (see the exposi- 
tion in nap) dcpx&v II. 9. 2). 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE FALL AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. All 
created spirits must develop. When they have done so, they 
attain perfection and make way for new dispensations and worlds. 4 
In the exercise of their freedom, however, disobedience, laxity, 
laziness, and failure make their appearance among them in an 
endless multiplicity of ways. 5 The disciplining and purifying 

1 nSftt *p%M 1. 8. 

2 Here, however, Origen is already thinking of the temporary wrong develop- 
ment, that is of growth. See irepi otp%&v I. 7. Created spirits are also of them- 
selves immaterial, though indeed not in the sense that this can be said of God 
who can never attach anything material to himself. 

3 Angels, ideas (see Phot. Biblioth. 109), and human souls are most closely 
connected together, both according to the theory of Clement and Origen and also 
to that of Pantaenus before them (see Clem, eclog. 56, 57); and so it was taught 
that men become angels (Clem. Strom. VI. 13. 107). But the stars also, which 
are treated in great detail in irepi ap%Qv I. 7, belong to the number of the angels. 
This is a genuinely Greek idea. The doctrine of the preexistence of human souls 
was probably set forth by Clement in the Hypotyposes. The theory of the trans- 
migration of souls was probably found there also (Phot. Biblioth. 109). In the 
Adumbrat., which has been preserved to us, the former doctrine is, however, con- 
tested and is not found in the Stromateis VI. 16. I. sq. 

4 Phot. Biblioth. 109 : KAij/uik tfoMovq npo roC 'Adaju xto-povG rspatrsverect. This 
cannot be verified from the Strom. Orig., Kepi otp%Qv II. 3. 

5 Tlept ap%&v I. 5 and the whole 3rd Book. The Fall is something that 
happened before time began. 
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of these spirits was the purpose for which the material world 
was created by God. ! It is therefore a place of purification, 
ruled and harmoniously arranged by God's wisdom. 3 Each 
member of the world of spirits has received a different kind of 
material nature in proportion to his degree of removal from the 
Creator. The highest spirits, who have virtually held fast by 
that which is good, though they too stand in need of restitu- 
tion, guide the world, are servants of God (xyyeXoi), and have 
bodies of an exceedingly subtle kind in the form of a globe 
(stars). The spirits that have fallen very deeply (the spirits of 
men) are banished into material bodies. Those that have altogether 
turned against God have received very dark bodies, indescribably 
ugly, though not visible. Men therefore are placed between the 
angels and demons, both of whom try to influence them. The 
moral struggle that man has to undergo within himself is made 
harder by the demons, but lightened by the angels, s for these 
spiritual powers are at all times and places acting both upon 

1 The assumption of uncreated matter was decidedly rejected by Origen (*sp< 
*PX& V IL l i 2 )- Cm tne other hand Clement is said to have taught it in the 
Hypotyposes (Phot., I.e. : v'Ajjv %XP 0V0V %o%&%6i) ; this cannot be noticed in the 
Strom.; in fact in VI. 16. 147 he vigorously contested the view of the uncreated- 
ness of the world. He emphasised the agreement between Plato and Moses in the 
doctrine of creation (Strom. II. 16. 74 has nothing to do with this). According 
to Origen, matter has no qualities and may assume the most diverse peculiarities 
(see, e.g,, c. Cels. III. 41). 

2 This conception has given occasion to compare Origen's system with Bud- 
dhism. Bigg. (p. 193) has very beautifully said: "Creation, as the word is com- 
monly understood, was in Origen's views not the beginning, but an intermediate 
phase in human history. ^Eons rolled away before this world was made; aeons 
upon aeons, days, weeks, months and years, sabbatical years, jubilee years of aeons 
will run their course, before the end is attained. The one fixed point in this 
gigantic drama is the end, for this alone has been clearly revealed," "God shall 
be all in all." Bigg also rightly points out that Rom. VIII. and 1 Cor. XV. were 
for Origen the key to the solution of the problems presented by creation. 

3 The popular idea of demons and angels was employed by Origen in the 
most comprehensive way, and dominates his whole view of the present course of 
the world. See irspi kpx&v III. 2 and numerous passages in the Commentaries 
and Homilies, in which he approves the kindred views of the Greeks as well as of 
Hermas and Barnabas. The spirits ascend and descend; each man has his guard- 
ian spirit, and the superior spirits support the inferior (mpt upx& v I- 6). Accord- 
ingly they are also to be reverenced (Qepaxsveo-fat); yet such reverence as belongs 
to a Gabriel, a Michael, etc., is far different from the adoration of God (c. Cels. VIII. 13). 
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the physical and the spiritual world. But everything is subject 
to the permission of the divine goodness and finally also to the 
guidance of divine providence, though the latter has created for 
itself a limit in freedom. l Evil, however, and it is in this idea 
that Origen's great optimism consists, cannot conquer in the 
end. As it is nothing eternal, so also it is at bottom nothing 
real; it is " nonexistent* ' (ouk ov) and "unreal" (xwirorrarov). 2 
For this very reason the estrangement of the spirits from God 
must finally cease; even the devil, who, as far as his being is 
concerned, resulted from God's will, cannot always remain a 
devil. The spirits must return to God, and this moment is also 
the end of the material world, which is merely an intermediate 
phase. 3 

According to this conception the doctrine of man, who in 
Origen's view is no longer the sole aim of creation to the same 
extent as he is with the other Fathers, 4 assumes the following 
form: The essence of man is formed by the reasonable soul, 
which has fallen from the world above. This is united with 
the body by means of the animal soul. Origen thus believes 
in a threefold nature of man. He does so in the first place, 

1 Clement wrote a special work irspi irpovofcts (see Zahn, Forschungen III., p. 39 ff.), 
and treated at length of vpovofat in the Strom. ; see Orig. %tpl ctpx&v HI. 1 ; de 
orat. 6 etc. Evil is also subject to divine guidance; see Clem., Strom. I. 17. 81 — 
87: IV. 12. 86 sq. Orig. Horn, in Num. XIV., Lomm. X.,p. 163': " Nihil otiosum, 
nihil inane est apud deum, quia sive bono proposito hominis utitur ad bona sive 
malo ad necessaria." Here and there, however, Origen has qualified the belief in 
Providence, after the genuine fashion of antiquity (see c. Cels. IV. 74). 

2 Uept &px&v II. 9. 2: "Recedere a bono, non aliud est quam efnci in malo. 
Ceterum namque est, malum esse bono carere. Ex quo accidit, ut in quanta 
mensura quis devolveretur a bono, in tantam mensuram malitise deveniret." In 
the passage in Johann. II. 7, Lomm. I., p. 115, we find a closely reasoned ex- 
position of evil as avv7r6a-retrov and an argument to the effect that roc vrovypei 
are — fiy '6vra. 

3 Tie pi atpx&v I. 5. 3 : III. 6. The devil is the chief of the apostate angels 
(c. Cels. IV. 65). As a reasonable being he is a creature of God (La, and in 
Joh. II. 7, Lomm., I.e.). 

4 Origen defended the teleology culminating in man against Celsus' attacks on 
it; but his assumption that the spirits of men are only a part of the universal 
spirit world is, as a matter of fact, quite akin to Celsus' view. If we consider the 
plan of the work %tpi atp%&v we easily see that to Origen humanity was merely 
an element in the cosmos. 
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because Plato holds this theory, and Origen always embraced 
the most complicated view in matters of tradition, and secondly, 
because the rational soul can never in itself be the principle of 
action opposed to God, and yet something relatively spiritual 
must be cited as the cause of this action. It is true that we 
also find in Origen the view that the spirit in man has itself 
been cooled down into a soul, has been, as it were, transformed 
into a soul; but there is necessarily an ambiguity here, because 
on the one hand the spirit of man is said to have chosen a 
course opposed to God, and, on the other, that which is rational 
and free in man must be shown to be something remaining 
intact. l Man's struggle consists in the endeavour of the two 
factors forming his constitution to gain control of his sphere of 
action. If man conquers in this struggle he attains likeness to 
God; the image of God he bears beyond danger of loss in his 
indestructible, rational, and therefore immortal spirit. 3 Victory, 
however, denotes nothing else than the subjugation of the instincts 
and passions. 3 No doubt God affords help in the struggle, for 
nothing good is without God, 4 but in such a way as not to 
interfere with freedom. According to this conception sin is a 

1 The doctrine of man's threefold constitution is also found in Clement See 
Paedag. IIL 1. I ; Strom V. 14. 94: VI. 16. 134. (quite in the manner of Plato). 
Origen, who has given evidence of it in all his main writings, sometimes calls the 
rational part spirit, sometimes tyvxv KoyiKy, and at other times distinguishes two 
parts in the one soul. Of course he also professes to derive his psychology from 
the Holy Scriptures. The chief peculiarity of his speculation consists in his 
assumption that the human spirit, as a fallen one, became as it were a soul, and 
can develop from that condition partly into a spirit as before and partly into the 
flesh (see Kept apx&v M. 4. I sq. : II. 8. 1 — 5). By his doctrine of the preexistence 
of souls Origen excluded both the creation and traducian hypotheses of the origin 
of the soul. 

2 Clement (see Strom. II. 22. 131) gives the following as the opinion of some 
Christian teachers : to fikv x#t' slxdvot svQsuq tcotrot rHjv yivsaiv efayQevau r'ov etvdpoa^ 
7rov, to x«0' 6fxoioj<riv $i Va-npov koctk rijv iretefao'iv /zgAAs/v faroA*i*fMvetv. Orig. 
c. Cels. IV. 30 : exostio-e $'6 ®soq rbv Mpcoirov xut* eixovx Geov, «AA' ovx* **$' 

3 This follows from the fundamental psychological view and is frequently 
emphasised. One must attain the o-ajQopo-vvvj. 

4 This is emphasised throughout. The goodness of God is shown first in his 
having given the creature reason and freedom, and secondly in acts of assistance, 
which, however, do not endanger freedom. Clem., Strom. VI. 12. 96 : $(/.&$ s% vitiMv 
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matter of necessity in the case of fallen spirits; all men are 
met with as sinners and are so, for they were already sinners. 1 
Sin is rooted in the whole earthly condition of men; it is the 
weakness and error of the spirit parted from its origin. 2 The 
idea of freedom, indeed, is supposed to be a feature which always 
preserves the guilty character of sin ; but in truth it becomes a 
mere appearance 3 it does not avail against the constitution of 
man and the sinful habit propagated in human society. 4 All 
must be sinners at first, 5 for that is as much their destiny as 
is the doom of death which is a necessary consequence of man's 
material nature. 6 

The Doctrine of Redemption and Restoration. 

In the view of Clement and Origen the proposition : " God 
wishes us to be saved by means of ourselves' ' (0 Ssbg yfixg H; 
y,uuv xvruv fiouterxi cu&cixi) is quite as true as the other state- 

1 See above, p. 344, and p. 361, note 5. Origen continually emphasised the univer- 
sality of sin in the strongest expressions:! c. Cels. III. 61 — 66 : VII. 50; Clem., 
Paed. III. 12. 93 : to e%»fjLCtpr^veiv ir&o-iv 'iptyvrov. 

3 See Clem., Strom. VII. 16. 101 : pvpfav yoCv 'Svroav xar 3 xpi^bv cc npfoaovo'iv 
xvQpa)7roi 0-£Eddv Bvo eio-h otp%ou nfow ccpaepTiotSy icy voice xou io-Qeveta, ftpQu te £$' 
*i(uv, r£v fifoe e&eA6vroav puvQ&veiv pyre ocb rifc ivdvpiots xpotrelv. Two remedies 
correspond to this (102) : v\ yv&a-tt; re xou % rifc ex rSSv ypotfyQv fiaprvptou; evotpyfjt; 
k%6hei%t$ and n xotrx *6yov y faxwi% ex iria-reu^ re xou Q6(3ov ireuXocyeoyovfievti, or 
otherwise expressed : n Qeupta i\ eTcto-rvniovtx^ and n 9rp«|/$, which lead to perfect love. 

3 Freedom is not prejudiced by the idea of election that is found here and 
there, for this idea is not worked out. In Clem., Strom. VI. 9. 76, it is said of 
the friend of God, the true Gnostic, that God has destined (vpoupio-ev) him to son- 
ship before the foundation of the world. See VII. 17. 107. 

* C. Cels. III. 69. 

5 It is both true that men have the same freedom as Adam and that they have 
the same evil instincts. Moreover, Origen conceived the story of Adam symbolically. 
See c. Cels. IV. 40; Kept otpx&v IV. 16; in Levit. horn. VI. 2. In his later writings, 
after he had met with the practice of child baptism in Caesarea and prevailed on 
himself to regard it as apostolic, he also assumed the existence of a sort of hereditary 
sin orginating with Adam, and added it to his idea of the preexisting Fall. Like 
Augustine after him, he also supposed that there was an inherent pollution in 
sexual union; see in Rom. V. 9: VII. 4; in Lev. hom. VIII. 3; in Num. horn. 2 
(Bigg, p. 202 f.). 

• Nevertheless Origen assumes that some souls are invested with flesh, not for 
their own sins, but in order to be of use to others. See in Joh. XIII. 43 ad fin : 
II. 24, 25 ; in Matth. XII. 30. 
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♦ment that no spirit can be saved without entering into fellow- 
ship with the Logos and submitting to his instruction. l They 
moreover hold that the Logos, after passing through his various 
stages of revealing activity (law of nature, Mosaic law), disclosed 
himself in the Gospel in a manner complete and accessible to 
all, so that this revelation imparts redemption and eternal hap- 
piness to all men, however different their capacities may be. 
Finally, it is assumed that not only men but all spiritual creatures, 
from the radiant spirits of heaven down to the dusky demons, 
have the capacity and need of redemption; while for the highest 
stage, the "spiritual Church ", there is an eternal Gospel which 
is related to the written one as the latter is to the law. This 
eternal Gospel is the first complete revelation of God's highest 
intentions, and lies hidden in the Holy Scriptures. * These 
elements compose Origen's doctrine of revelation in general and 
of Christ in particular. 3 They presuppose the sighing of the 
creature and the great struggle which is more especially carried 
on upon earth, within the human breast, by the angels and 
demons, virtues and vices, knowledge and passion, that dispute 
the possession of man. Man must conquer and yet he cannot do 
so without help. But help has never been wanting. The Logos 
has been revealing himself from the beginning. Origen's teaching 
corcerning the preparatory history of redemption is founded on 
the doctrines of the Apologists ; but with him everything takes 
a more vivid form, and influences on the part of the heretical 
Gnosis are also not lacking. Pure spirits, whom no fault of their 
own had caused to be invested with bodies, namely, the prophets, 
were sent to men by the Logos in order to support the struggling 
and to increase knowledge. To prepare the way of salvation 
the Logos chose for himself a whole people, and he revealed 
himself among all men. But all these undertakings did not yet 
lead to the goal. The Logos himself was obliged to appear and 

1 Origen again and again strongly urged the necessity of divine grace. 

2 See on this point Bigg, pp. 207 ff., 223 f. , Origen is the father of Joachim 
and all spiritualists. 

3 See Knittel, Orig. Lehre von der Menschwerdung (Tubinger Theologische 
Quartalschrift, 1872). Ramers, Orig. Lehre von der Auferstehung des Fleisches, 
1 85 1. Schultz, Gottheit Christi, pp. 51—62. 
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lead men back. But by reason of the diverse nature of the 
spirits, and especially of men, the redeeming work of the Logos 
that appeared could not fail to be a complicated one. In the case 
of some he had really to show them the victory over the demons 
and sin, a view which beyond dispute is derived from that of 
Valentinus. He had, as the " Godman," to make a sacrifice which 
represented the expiation of sin, he had to pay a ransom which 
put an end to the devil's sovereignty over men's souls, and in 
short he had to bring a redemption visible and intelligible to 
all. ' To the rest, however, as divine teacher and hierophant 

1 With regard to this point we find the same explanation in Origen as in 
Irenaeus and Tertullian, and also among the Valentinians, in so far as the latter 
describe the redemption necessary for the Psychici. Only, in this instance also, 
everything is more copious in his case, because he availed himself of the Holy 
Scriptures still more than these did, and because he left out no popular conception 
that seemed to have any moral value. Accordingly he propounded views as to 
the value of salvation and as to the significance of Christ's death on the cross, 
with a variety and detail rivalled by no theologian before him. He was, as Bigg 
(p. 209 fF.) has rightly noticed, the first Church theologian after Paul's time that 
gave a detailed theology of sacrifices. We may mention here the most important 
of his views. (1) The death on the cross along with the resurrection is to be 
considered as a real, recognisable victory over the demons, inasmuch as Christ 
<Col. II. 14) exposed the weakness of his enemies (a very frequent aspect of the 
-matter). (2) The death on the cross is to be considered as an expiation offered 
to God. Here Origen argued that all sins require expiation, and, conversely, that 
all innocent blood has a greater or less importance according to the value of him 
who gives up his life. (3) In accordance with this the death of Christ has also 
a vicarious signification (see with regard to both these conceptions the treatise 
Exhort, ad martyr., as well as c. Cels. VII. 17: I. 31; in Rom. t. III. 7, 8, Lomm. 
VI., pp. 196—216 etc.). (4) The death of Christ is to be considered as a ransom 
paid to the devil. This view must have been widely diffused in Origen's time; 
it readily suggested itself to the popular idea and was further supported by Mar- 
cionite theses. It was also accepted by Origen who united it with the notion of 
a deception practised on the devil, a conception first found among the Basilidians. 
By his successful temptation the devil acquired a right over men. This right 
cannot be destroyed, but only bought off. God offers the devil Christ's soul in 
exchange for the souls of men. This proposal of exchange was, however, in- 
sincere, as God knew that the devil could not keep hold of Christ's soul, because 
a sinless soul could not but cause him torture. The devil agreed to the bargain 
and was duped. Christ did not fall into the power of death and the devil, but 
overcame both. This theory, which Origen propounded in somewhat different fashion 
in different places (see Exhort, ad martyr. 12; in Matth. t. XVI. 8, Lomm. IV., 
p. 27; t. XII. 28, Lomm. III., p. 175; t. XIII. 8, 9, Lomm. III., pp. 224— 229; in 
Rom. II. 13, Lomm. VI., p. 139 sq. etc.), shows in a specially clear way the con- 
servative method of this theologian, who would not positively abandon any idea- 
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he had to reveal the depths of knowledge, and to impart 
in this very process a new principle of life, so that they might 
now partake of his life and themselves become divine through 
being interwoven with the divine essence. Here, as in the 
former case, restoration to fellowship with God is the goal ; but, 
as in the lower stage, this restoration is effected through faith 
and sure conviction of the reality of a historical fact — namely, 
the redeeming death of Christ, — so, in the higher stage, it is 
accomplished through knowledge and love, which, soaring up- 
ward beyond the Crucified One, grasp the eternal essence of 
the Logos, revealed to us through his teaching in the eternal 
Gospel. ' What the Gnostics merely represented as a more or 

No doubt it shows at the same time how uncertain Origen was as to the applica- 
bility of popular conceptions when he was dealing with the sphere of the Psychici. 
We must here remember the ancient idea that we are not bound to sincerity 
towards our enemies. (5) Christ, the God who became flesh, is to be considered 
as high priest and mediator between God and man (see de Orat. 10, 15). All the 
above-mentioned conceptions of Christ's work were, moreover, worked out by 
Origen in such a way that his humanity and divinity are necessary inferences, 
from them. In this case also he is characterised by the same mode of thought 
as Irenaeus. Finally, let us remember that Origen adhered as strongly as ever to 
the proof from prophecy, and that he also, in not a few instances, regarded the 
phrase, "it is written", as a sufficient court of appeal (see, for example, c. Cels. 
II. 37). Yet, on the other hand, behind all this he has a method of viewing 
things which considerably weakens the significance of miracles and prophecies. In 
general it must be said that Origen helped to drag into the Church a great many 
ancient (heathen) ideas about expiation and redemption, inasmuch as he every- 
where found some Bible passage or other with which he associated them. While 
he rejected polytheism and gave little countenance to people who declared: 
evo-efieo-TSpot eo-pev xeti ®ebv xcti roc IxyxXyt.xrx a-s^ovrsQ (Clemens Rom., Horn. 
XI. 12), he had for all that a principal share in introducing the apparatus of polytheism 
into the Church (see also the way in which he strengthened angel and hero worship) 

1 See above, p. 342, note 1, on the idea that Christ, the Crucified One, is of no 
importance to the perfect. Only the teacher is of account in this case. To Clement 
and Origen, however, teacher and mystagogue are as closely connected as they are 
to most Gnostics. Christianity is (x&Qvio-tG and pva-rayuyta^ and it is the one because 
it is the other. But in all stages Christianity has ultimately the same object, namely, 
to effect a reconciliation with God, and deify man. See c. Cels. III. 28: 'AAA& 
yap xeti rijv xxrocfl&o-oiv el$ aiv&pwxivw Qvo-tv xeci etQ &vQpayrtvct$7repto-r&o'it$Mvotfjuv > 
xoti xvxAufioGo-ctv 4""%^ v *&' o-fiftx avQp&irtvov, iupuv ex rod Trt&reveo-Qeu per* ruv 
Qetorepenv <rvy.$xXKQ{i.hw eiQ v&rrypictv to7q irto-reuovo-ir 6p&aiv y far* exehov Vip%ocro 
Qeix xoti Mpuirivif o-vvvQctiveo-Qcti Qvo-t? i'v* «f uv&ponrfay r% irpo$ rb 6et6repov xoivmtx. 
yhviroti helot olx ev ptvu r# 'Iifo-oC, xhhx xoti ir&o-i ro7q perot roS vta-re^etv otvotKatfi- 
fixvcvai (Sfov, Vv 'lyo-otiq e$fix%evot. 
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less valuable appearance — namely , the historical work of Christ 
— was to Origen no appearance but truth. But he did not view 
it as the truth, and in this he agrees with the Gnostics, but as a 
truth, beyond which lies a higher. That historical work of 
Christ was a reality; it is also indispensable for men of more 
limited endowments, and not a matter of indifference to the 
perfect; but the latter no longer require it for their personal 
life. Here also Origen again contrived to reconcile contradic- 
tions and thus acknowledged, outdid, reconciled, and united 
both the theses of the Gnostics and those of orthodox Christians. 
The object and goal of redemption are the same for all, namely, 
the restoration of the created spirit to God and participation in 
the divine life. In so far as history is a struggle between spirits 
and demons, the death of Christ on the cross is the turning- 
point of history, and its effects extend even into heaven and hell. l 
On the basis of this conception of redemption Origen developed 
his idea of Christ. Inasmuch as he recognised Christ as the 
Redeemer, this Christ, the God-man, could not but be as many- 
sided as redemption is. Only through that masterly art of 
reconciling contradictions, and by the aid of that fantastic idea 
which conceives one real being as dwelling in another, could 
there be any apparent success in the attempt to depict a homoge- 
neous person who in truth is no longer a person, but the symbol 
of the various redemptions. That such an acute thinker, how- 
ever, did not shrink from the monstrosity his speculation produced 
is ultimately to be accounted for by the fact that this very 
speculation afforded him the means of nullifying all the utterances 
about Christ and falling back on the idea of the divine teacher as being 
the highest one. The whole "humanity " of the Redeemer together 
with its history finally disappears from the eyes of the perfect 
one. What remains is the principle, the divine Reason, which 
became known and recognisable through Christ. The perfect 
one, and this remark also applies to Clement's perfect Gnostic, 
thus knows no "Christology ", but only an indwelling of the 

1 From this also we can very clearly understand Origen's aversion to the early 
Christian eschatology. In his view the demons are already overcome by the work 
of Christ. We need only point out that this conception must have exercised a most 
important influence on his frame of mind and on politics. 

24 
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Logos in Jesus Christ, with which the indwellings of this same 
Logos in men began. To the Gnostic the question of the divinity 
of Christ is of as little importance as that of the humanity. The 
former is no question, because speculation, starting above and 
proceeding downwards, is already acquainted with the Logos 
and knows that he has become completely comprehensible in 
Christ; the latter is no question, because the humanity is a 
matter of indifference, being the form in which the Logos made 
himself recognisable. But to the Christian who is not yet perfect 
the divinity as well as the humanity of Christ is a problem, and 
it is the duty of the perfect one to solve and explain it, and 
to guard this solution against errors on all sides. To Origen, 
however, the errors are already Gnostic Docetism on the one hand, 
and the "Ebionite" view on the other. 1 His doctrine was 
accordingly as follows : As a pure unchangeable spirit, the Logos 
could not unite with matter, because this as fiy tv would have 
depotentiated him. A medium was required. The Logos did 
not unite with the body, but with a soul, and only through the 
soul with the body. This soul was a pure one ; it was a created 
spirit that had never fallen from God, but always remained in 
faithful obedience to him, and that had chosen to become a soul 
in order to serve the purposes of redemption. This soul then 
was always devoted to the Logos from the first and had never 
renounced fellowship with him. It was selected by the Logos 
for the purpose of incarnation and that because of its moral dignity. 
The Logos became united with it in the closest way; but this 

1 Clement still advocated docetic views without reservation. Photius (Biblioth. 
109) reproached him with these (jttj o-otpxoi&Vivcti rbv xdyov &AA& $6%ou\ and they 
may be proved from the Adumbrat, p. 87 (ed Zahn) : "fertur in traditionibus — 
namely, in the Acta of Lucius— quoniam Iohannes ipsum corpus (Christi), quod erat 
extrinsecus, tangens manum suam in profunda misisse et duritiam carnis nullo modo 
reluctatam esse, sed locum manui prsebuisse discipuli," and likewise from Strom. VI. 
9. 71 and IH. 7. 59. Clement's repudiation of the Docetists in VII. 17. 108 does 
not affect the case, and the fact that he here and there plainly called Jesus a man, 
and spoke of his flesh (Paed. II. 2. 32 : Protrept. X. 1 10) matters just as little. This 
teacher simply continued to follow the old undisguised Docetism which only admitted 
the apparent reality of Christ's body. Clement expressly declared that Jesus knew 
neither pain, nor sorrow, nor emotions, and only took food in order to refute the 
Docetists (Strom. VI. 9. 71). As compared with this, Docetism in Origen's case 
appears throughout in a weakened form; see Bigg, p. 191. 
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connection, though it is to be viewed as a mysteriously real 
union, continues to remain perfect only because of the unceas- 
ing effort of will by which the soul clings to the Logos. Thus, 
then, no intermixture has taken place. On the contrary the Logos 
preserves his impassibility, and it is only the soul that hungers 
and thirsts, struggles and suffers. In this, too, it appears as a 
real human soul, and in the same way the body is sinless and 
unpolluted, as being derived from a virgin ; but yet it is a human 
one. This humanity of the body, however, does not exclude 
its capacity of assuming all possible qualities the Logos wishes 
to give it ; for matter of itself possesses no qualities. The Logos 
was able at any moment to give his body the form it required, 
in order to make the proper impression on the various sorts of 
men. Moreover, he was not enclosed in the soul and body of 
Christ; on the contrary he acted everywhere as before and united 
himself, as formerly, with all the souls that opened themselves 
to him. But with none did the union become so close as with 
the soul, and consequently also with the body of Jesus. During 
his earthly life the Logos glorified and deified his soul by degrees 
and the latter acted in the same way on his body. Origen 
contrived to arrange the different functions and predicates gf the 
incarnate Logos in such a way that they formed a series of 
stages which the believer becomes successively acquainted with 
a$ he advances in knowledge. But everything is most closely 
united together in Christ. This union (xoivuvix, hu<ri$ 7 ava,xpx<ri<;) 
was so intimate that Holy Writ has named the created man, 
Jesus, the Son of God; and on the other hand has called the 
Son of God the Son of Man. After the resurrection and ascension 
the whole man Jesus appears transformed into a spirit, is completely 
received into the Godhead, and is thus identical with the Logos. l 

1 See the full exposition in Thomasius, Origenes, p. 203 ff. The principal 
passages referring to the soul of Jesus are de princip. II. 6: IV. 31 ; c. Cels. II. 
9. 20 — 25. Socrates (H. E. III. 7) says that the conviction as to Jesus having a 
human soul was founded on a ixva-rtxii irxp&doo-te of the Church, and was not first 
broached by Origen. The special problem of conceiving Christ as a real deMpwieoi 
in contradistinction to all the men who only possess the presence of the Logos 
within them in proportion to their merits, was precisely formulated by Origen on 
many occasions. See irepi &px&* IV. 29 sq. The full divine nature existed in Christ 
and yet, as before, the Logos operated wherever he wished (1. c, 30): "non ita 

24* 
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In this conception one may be tempted to point out all possible 
"heresies": — the conception of Jesus as a heavenly man — but 
all men are heavenly; — the Adoptianist (" Ebionite ") Christology 
— but the Logos as a person stands behind it;— the conception 

sentiendum est, quod omnis divinitatis eius maiestas intra brevissimi corporis claustra 
conclusa est, ita ut omne verbum dei et sapientia eius ac substantial s Veritas ac 
vita vel a patre divulsa sit vel intra corporis eius coercita et conscripta brevitatem 
nee usquam praeterea putetur operata; sed inter utrumque cauta pietatis debet esse 
confessio, ut neque aliquid divinitatis in Christo defuisse credatur et nulla penitus 
a paterna substantia, quae ubiqtie est, facta putetur esse divisio." On the perfect 
ethical union of Jesus' soul with the Logos see Kept otp%&v II. 6. 3 : " anima Iesu 
ab initio creaturae et deinceps inseparabiliter ei atque indissociabiliter inhaerens et 
tota totum recipiens atque in eius lucem splendoremque ipsa cedens facta est cum 
ipso principaliter unus spiritus ; " II. 6. 5 : " anima Christi ita elegit diligere iusti- 
tiam, ut pro immensitate dilectionis inconvertibiliter ei atque inseparabiliter inhaereret, 
ita ut propositi firmitas et affectus immensitas et dilectionis inexstinguibilis calor 
omnem sensum conversionis atque immutationis abscinderet, et quod in arbitrio erat 
positum, longi usus affectu iam versum sit in naturam." The sinlessness of this 
soul thus became transformed from a fact into a necessity, and the real God-man 
arose, in whom divinity and humanity are no longer separated. The latter lies in 
the former as iron in the fire II. 6. 6. As. the metal capax est frigoris et caloris 
so the soul is capable of deification. " Omne quod agit, quod sentit, quod intelligit, 
deus est," "nee convertibilis aut mutabilis dici potest" (I.e.). "Dilectionis merito 
anima Christi cum verbo dei Christus efneitur." (II. 6. 4). T/<- /aaAAev rfc J Iwop 
il>vx%Q 9 *«v irotpccirAifo-iooG xsx6KK^T»t t$ xvpfy ; fatp si ovtuq y i%st ovx sla-i $vo i\ 
tyvx*l roC 'I»fo-ot/ vpoQ rbv n&vviQ xTf<reot>$ npurdroKOv ®eiv *6yov (c. Cels. VI. 47). 
The metaphysical foundation of the union is set forth in irspi apx&v II. 6. 2 : 
"Substantia animae inter deum carnemque mediante— non enim possibile erat dei 
naturam corpori sine mediatore miscere — nascitur deus homo, ilia substantia media 
exsistente, cui utique contra naturam non erat corpus assumere. Sed neque rursus 
anima ilia, utpote substantia rationabilis, contra naturam habuit, capere deum." Even 
during his historical life the body of Christ was ever more and more glorified, 
acquired therefore wonderful powers, and appeared differently to men according to 
their several capacities (that is a Valentinian idea, see Exc. ex Theod. 7) ; cf. c. 
Cels. I. 32 — 38: II. 23, 64: IV. 15 sq. : V. 8, 9, 23. All this is summarised in 
III. 41 : "Ov fjth vo^ofisv xoti 7re7rsfo(x.eQx &p%?jdev stvott ®ebv xxi ufbv 0eoO, oZtoq 
6 otiroh6yo<; sa-ri kou $ otbroaofyiot xoti m otvrootXfjQetof rb $s Qvyrbv etvroC v&ytot xoti 
Tifv ivflpowr/vifv hv ultra $ V XV V T V ^W ixuvov oh ptvov koivwvix, aAA£ xxi haast 
xxi xvxxpoiret, rx fxiyta-rd Qxpev vepoasihvityivxt xoti rvJQ sxsivov 6s6tijto<; xsxotw- 
vijx6ra el$ Geov psrxpefitfxsvau. Origen then continues and appeals to the philosophical 
doctrine that matter has no qualities and can assume all the qualities which the 
Creator wishes to give it. Then follows the conclusion: si vytvi rx rotxVrx, ri 
Qxv(Axo-r6v y rHjv itoioryrx rofj QvyroC xxrx rbv 'lyo-oCv <tw(j.ccto$ xpovoiat QsoC f3ot/Ajj- 
Uvros fisrx^xXslv el$ xiMptov xoti Qss'xv vot6r^rx\ The man is now the same as 
the Logos. See in Joh. XXXII. 17, Lomm. II., p. 461 sq.; Horn, in Jerem. XV. 6, 
Lomm. XV., p. 288 : el xoti $v %v6pwiro$ t othhx vCv ou$ocp&<; sa-riv %v6paTo$. 
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of two Logoi, a personal and an impersonal ; the Gnostic separa- 
tion of Jesus and Christ; and Docetism. As a matter of 
fact Origen united all these ideas, but modified the whole of 
them in such a way that they no longer seem, and to some 
extent are not, what they turn out to be when subjected to the 
slightest logical analysis. This structure is so constituted that 
not a stone of it admits of being a hair's-breadth broader or 
narrower. There is only one conception that has been absolutely 
unemployed by Origen, that is, the modalistic view. Origen is 
the great opponent of Sabellianism, a theory which in its simplic- 
ity frequently elicited from him words of pity; otherwise he 
made use of all the ideas about Christ that had been formed in 
the course of two hundred years. This becomes more and more 
manifest the more we penetrate into the details of this Christology. 
We cannot, however, attribute to Origen a doctrine of two 
natures, but rather the notion of two subjects that become 
gradually amalgamated with each other, although the expression 
"two natures" is not quite foreign to Origen. 1 The Logos 
retains his human nature eternally, * but only in the same sense 
in which we preserve our nature after the resurrection. 

The significance which this Christological attempt possessed 
for its time consists first in its complexity, secondly in the 
energetic endeavour to give an adequate conception of Christ's 
humanity y that is, of the moral freedom pertaining to him as a 
creature. This effort was indeed obliged to content itself with a 
meagre result: but we are only justified in measuring Origen's 
Christology by that of the Valentinians and Basilidians, that is, 
by the scientific one that had preceded it. The most important 
advance lies in the fact that Origen set forth a scientific Christol- 
ogy in which he was able to find so much scope for the humanity 
of Christ. Whilst within the framework of the scientific Christol- 
ogies this humanity had hitherto been conceived as something 

1 In c. Cels. III. 28, Origen spoke of an intermingling of the divine and human 
natures, commencing in Christ (see page 368, note 1). See I. 66 fin.; IV. 15, 
where any bKK&TreaQou kou fx,sra7rX^TTsa-Qai of the Logos is decidedly rejected ; 
for the Logos does not suffer at all. In Origen's case we may speak of a com- 
municatio idiomatum (see Bigg, p. 190 f.). 

2 In opposition to Redepenning. 
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indifferent or merely apparent, Origen made the first attempt 
to incorporate it with the various speculations without prejudice 
to the Logos, God in nature and person. No Greek philosopher 
probably heeded what Irenaeus set forth respecting Christ as 
the second Adam, the recapitulatur generis humani ; whereas 
Origen's speculation could not be overlooked. In this case the 
Gnosis really adopted the idea of the incarnation, and at the 
same time tried to demonstrate the conception of the God- 
man from the notions of unity of will and love. In the treatise 
against Celsus, moreover, Origen went the reverse way to work 
and undertook to show, and this not merely by help of the 
proof from prophecy, that the predicate deity applied to the 
historical Christ. ! But Origen's conception of Christ's person 
as a model (for the Gnostic) and his repudiation of all magical 
theories of redemption ultimately explain why he did not, like 
Tertullian, set forth a doctrine of two natures, but sought to 
show* that in Christ's case a human subject with his will and 
feelings became completely merged in the Deity. No doubt he 
can say that the union of the divine and human natures had 
its beginning in Christ, but here he virtually means that this 
beginning is continued in the sense of souls imitating the example 
of Christ. What is called the real redemption supposed to be 
given in him is certainly mediated in the Psychic through his 
work, but the person of Christ which cannot be known to any 
but the perfect man is by no means identified with that real 
redemption, but appears as a free moral personality, inwardly 
blended with the Deity, a personality which cannot mechanically 
transfer the content of its essence, though it can indeed exercise 
the strongest impression on mind and heart. To Origen the 
highest value of Christ's person lies in the fact that the Deity 
has here condescended to reveal to us the whole fulness of his 
essence, in the person of a man, as well as in the fact that a 
man is given to us who shows that the human spirit is capable 
of becoming entirely God's. At bottom there is nothing obscure 

1 This idea is found in many passages, especial in Book III., c. 22 — 43, where 
Origen, in opposition to the fables about deification, sought to prove that Christ 
is divine because he realised the aim of founding a holy community in humanity. 
See, besides, the remarkable statement in III. 38 init. 
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and mystical here; the whole process takes place in the will 
and in the feelings through knowledge. 1 

This is sufficient to settle the nature of what is called personal 
attainment of salvation. Freedom precedes and supporting grace 
follows. As in Christ's case his human soul gradually united 
itself with the Logos in proportion as it voluntarily subjected 
its will to God, so also every man receives grace according to 
his progress. Though Clement and Origen did not yet recommend 
actual exercises according to definite rules, their description of 
the gradations by which the soul rises to God already resembles 
that of the Neopiatonists, except that they decidedly begin with 
faith as the first stage. Faith is the first step and is our own 
work. 2 Then follows the religious contemplation of visible things, 
and from this the soul advances, as on the steps of a ladder, to 
the contemplation of the substantia rationabiles, the Logos, the 
knowable essence of God, and the whole fulness of the Deity. 3 
She retraces her steps upwards along the path she formerly 
passed over as a fallen spirit. But, when left to her own resources, 
she herself is everywhere weak and powerless ; she requires at 
every stage the divine grace, that is, enlightenment. 4 Thus a 

1 A very remarkable distinction between the divine and human element in Christ 
is found in Clement Pad. I. 3. 7: wxvra bvivynv 6 KvpioQ xott v&vrx «$gA«7 kou 
d>Q &v$punoq xau wc, <8>s6q, rk fiev xfiatprijfiatra &q @s$q xQtefc, uc, $\ to py e%ocfixprccvsiv 

3 "Fides in nobis; mensura fidei causa accipiendarum gratiaruin" is the fun- 
damental idea of Clement and Origen (as of Justin) ; " voluntas humana praecedit ". 
In Ezech. horn. I. c. 11: "In tua potestate positum est, ut sis palea vel frumen- 
tum". But all growth in faith must depend on divine help. See Orig. in Matth. 
series 69, Lomra. IV., p. 372: "Fidem habenti, quae est ex nobis, dabitur gratia 
fidei quae est per spiritum fidei, et abundabit; et quidquid habuerit quis exnaturali 
creatione, cum exercuerit illud, accipit id ipsum et ex gratia dei, ut abundet et 
firmior sit in eo ipso quod habet"; in Rom. IV. 5, Lomm. VI., p. 258 sq.; in 
Rom. IX. 3, Lomm. VII., p. 300 sq. The fundamental idea remains: 6 ®sbq vpScs 

1| VffACSv CtVTM fiotjASTXl <TCQ%S<T$OU. 

8 This is frequent in Clement; see Orig. c. Cels. VII. 46. 

4 See Clem., Strom. V. 1. 7: %apirt o-u^dfjesQaiy ovx %vev psvroi r&v kxMSv *ipym. 
VII. 7. 48: V. 12. 82, 13. 83: s'/rs rb ev i\fuv ature%ouo-iov st$ yvooriv aQucdpevov 
rayetdoti o"Ktpr& re koci tf^& vnep ra eo-xacfiftha, tAjjv oh %&ptro$ Uvsv rvJQ e%cup£rov 
irrepotiratt rs xut atvta-rarau koci %vu ruv virepKeipevuv dipercu m tyvxt'* The 
amalgamation of freedom and grace. Quis div. sal v. 21. Orig. *epi otpx&v III. 
2. 2 : In bonis rebus humanum propositum solum per se ipsum imperfectum est 
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union of grace and freedom takes place within the sphere of 
the latter, till the "contemplative life" is reached, that joyous 
ascetic contemplativeness, in which the Logos is the friend, 
associate, and bridegroom of the soul, which now, having become 
a pure spirit, and being herself deified, clings in love to the 
Deity. l In this view the thought of regeneration in the sense 
of a fundamental renewal of the Ego has no place ; 3 still 
baptism is designated the bath of regeneration. Moreover, in 
connection with the consideration of main Biblical thoughts (God 
as love, God as the Father, Regeneration, Adoption, etc.) we 
find in both Clement and Origen passages which, free from the 
trammels of the system, reproduce and set forth the preaching 
of the Gospel in a surprisingly appropriate way. s It is evident 
that in Origen's view there can be no visible means of grace; 
but it likewise follows from his whole way of thinking that the 
symbols attending the enlightening operation of grace are not 
a matter of indifference to the Christian Gnostic, whilst to the 
common man they are indispensable. 4 In the same way he brought 

ad consummationem boni, adiutorio namque divino ad perfecta quaeque perducitur." 
III. 2. 5, I. 18; Selecta in Ps. 4, Lomm. XL, p. 450: rb rov koyiKoG otyoMv fiitcr6v 
sa'Tiv etc rs T»fe irpotxipe treat; ccvroG xai t%$ <rv (j.tv£Ov<t>}<; Qsitxc; $vv&(jleoiq rip rec k&KKhftol 
•rrpos^ofiivta. The support of grace is invariably conceived as enlightenment 5 but 
this enlightenment enables it to act on the whole life. For a more detailed account 
see Landerer in the Jahrbucher fur deutsche Theologie, Vol. II., Part 3, p. 500 ff., 
and Worter, Die christliche Lehre von Gnade und Freiheit bis auf Augustin,\%(Xi. 

1 This goal was much more clearly described by Clement than by Origen; but 
it was the latter who, in his commentary on the Song of Solomon, gave currency 
to the image of the soul as the bride of the Logos. Bigg (p. 188 f.) :" Origen, the 
first pioneer in so many fields of Christian thought, the father in one of his many 
aspects of the English Latitudinarians, became also the spiritual ancestor of Ber- 
nard, the Victorines, and the author of the "De imitatione", of Tauler and 
Molinos and Madame de Guyon." 

2 See Thomasius, Dogmengeschichte I., p. 467. 

3 See e.g., Clem. Quis dives salv. 37 and especially Paedag. I. 6. 25 — 32 ; Orig. 
de orat. 22 sq. — the interpretation of the Lord's Prayer. This exegesis begins with 
the words : " It would be worth while to examine more carefully whether the so-called 
Old Testament anywhere contains a prayer in which God is called Father by any- 
one ; for till now we have found none in spite of all our seeking . . . Constant and 
unchangeable sonship is first given in the new covenant." 

4 See above, p. 339 f. 
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into play the system of numerous mediators and intercessors 
with God, viz., angels and dead and living saints, and 
counselled an appeal to them. In this respect he preserved a 
heathen custom. Moreover, Origen regards Christ as playing an 
important part in prayer, particularly as mediator and high 
priest. On prayer to Christ he expressed himself with great 
reserve. 

Origen's eschatology occupies a middle position between that 
of Irenaeus and the theory of the Valentinian Gnostics, but is 
more akin to the latter view. Whilst, according to Irenaeus, 
Christ reunites and glorifies all that had been severed, though 
in such a way that there is still a remnant eternally damned; 
and, according to Valentinus, Christ separates what is illegitimately 
united and saves the spirits alone, Origen believes that all spirits 
will be finally rescued and glorified, each in the form of its 
individual life, in order to serve a new epoch of the world when 
sensuous matter disappears of itself. Here he rejects all sensuous 
eschatological expectations. l He accepted the formula, " resur- 
rection of the flesh", only because it was contained in the 
doctrine of the Church; but, on the strength of i.Cor. XV. 44, 
he interpreted it as the rising of a " corpus spiritale ", which 
will lack all material attributes and even all the members that 
have sensuous functions, and which will beam with radiant light 
like the angels and stars. 2 Rejecting the doctrine that souls 
sleep, 3 Origen assumed that the souls of the departed immediately 
enter Paradise, * and that souls not yet purified pass into a state 
of punishment, a penal fire, which, however, like the whole world, 
is to be conceived as a place of purification. 5 In this way also 

1 See TTipl ap%S5v II. 11. 

8 See Tspi apx&v II. 10. 1 — 3. Origen wrote a treatise on the resurrection, 
which, however, has not come down to us, because it was very soon accounted 
heretical. We see from c. Cels. V. 14—24 the difficulties he felt about the Church 
doctrine of the resurrection of the flesh. 

8 See Eusebius, H. E. VI. 37. 

4 Orig., Horn. II. in Reg. I., Lomm. XI., p. 317 sq. 

5 C. Cels. V. 15: VI. 26; in Lc. Horn. XIV., Lomm. V., p. 136: "Ego puto, 
quod et post resurrectionem ex mortuis indigeamus sacramento eluente nos atque 
purgante". Clem., Strom. VII. 6. 34: <f>*/u$v 3' *j/<«7$ tiyi^siv t* a-fy, ovrkxpex, 
*AA* rkq ufiatprakouG ^vx&q, TrVp oh rb irccfi<p&yov KOti p&vcev<rov, 4AA& to Q>p6vtpov 
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Origen contrived to reconcile his position with the Church 
doctrines of the judgment and the punishments in hell ; but, like 
Clement, he viewed the purifying fire as a temporary and 
figurative one; it consists in the torments of conscience. 1 In the 
end all the spirits in heaven and earth, nay, even the demons, are 
purified and brought back to God by the Logos-Christ, 2 after 
they have ascended from stage to stage through seven heavens. 3 
Hence Origen treated this doctrine as an esoteric one: "for the 
common man it is sufficient to know that the sinner is punished." 4 

This system overthrew those of the Gnostics, attracted Greek 
philosophers, and justified ecclesiastical Christianity. If one 
undertook to subject it to a new process of sublimation from 
the standpoint given in the "contemplative life", little else would 
be left than the unchangeable spirit, the created spirit, and the 
ethic. But no one is justified in subjecting it to this process. 5 
The method according to which Origen preserved whatever 
appeared valuable in the content of tradition is no less significant 
than his system of ethics and the great principle of viewing 
everything created in a relative sense. Supposing minds of a 
radical cast, to have existed at the close of the history of ancient 
civilisation, what would have been left to us L^The fact of a 
strong and undivided religious interest attaching itself to the 
traditions of the philosophers and of the two Testaments was 
the condition — to use Origen's own language — that enabled a 
new world of spirits to arise after the old one had finished its 
course. 

During the following century Origen's theology at first acted 
in its entirety. But it likewise attained this position of influence, 
because some important propositions could be detached from 

AeyovriG (cf. Heraclitus and the Stoa), rb hocvoupgvov fob $v%*i$rijG$iipxoix,6vtfeTO 
irGp. For Origen cf. Bigg, p. 229 ff. There is another and intermediate stage 
between the punishments in hell and regnum dei. 

1 See Trspi kp%. H. 10. 4—7; c. Cels. l.c. 
3 See wept up%. I. 6. 1—4: III. 6. 1—8; c. Cels. VI. 26. 

3 On the seven heavens in Clem, see Strom. V. 11. 77 and other passages* 
Origen does not mention them, so far as I know. 
* c. Cels. l.c. 
6 We would be more justified in trying this with Clement 
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their original connection and fitted into a new one. It is one 
of the peculiarities of this ecclesiastical philosophy of religion 
that the most of its formulae could be interpreted and employed 
in utramque partem. The several propositions could be made 
to serve very different purposes not only by being halved, but 
also by being grouped. With this the relative unity that distin- 
guishes the system no doubt vanished ; but how many are there 
who strive after unity and completeness in their theory of the 
world? Above all, however, there was something else that 
necessarily vanished, as soon as people meddled with the individual 
propositions, and enlarged or abridged them. We mean the 
frame of mind which produced them, that wonderful unity between 
the relative view of things and the absolute estimate of the 
highest good attainable by the free spirit that is certain of its 
God. But a time came, nay, had already come, when a sense 
of proportion and relation was no longer to be found. 

In the East the history of dogma and of the Church during 
the succeeding centuries is the history of Origen's philosophy. 
Arians and orthodox, critics and mystics, priests who overcame 
the world and monks who shunned it but were eager for know- 
ledge 1 could appeal to this system and did not fail to do so. 
^But, in the main problem that Origen set for the Church in this 
religious philosophy of his, we find a recurrence of that pro- 
pounded by the so-called Gnosticism two generations earlier. 
He solved.it by producing a system which reconciled the faith 
of the Church with Greek philosophy ; and he dealt Gnosticism 
its death-blowyThis solution, however, was by no means intended 
as the doctrine of the Church, since indeed it was rather based 
on the distinction between Church belief and theology, and 
consequently on the distinction between the common man and 
the theologian. But such a distinction was not permanently 
tenable in a Church that had to preserve its strength by the 
unity and finality of a revealed faith, and no longer tolerated 
fresh changes in the interpretation of its possession. Hence a 
further compromise was necessary. The Greek philosophy, or 
speculation, did not attain real and permanent recognition within 

1 See Bornemann, In investiganda monachatus origine quibus de causis ratio 
habenda sit Origenis. Gottingae 1885. 
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the Church till a new accommodation, capable of being accounted 
both Pistis and Gnosis, was found between what Origen looked 
on as Church belief and what he regarded as Gnosis. In the 
endeavours of Irenaeus, Tertullian, and Hippolytus were already 
found hesitating, nay, we may almost say naive, attempts, at 
such an accommodation; but ecclesiastical traditionalism was 
unable to attain complete clearness as to its own position till 
it was confronted with a philosophy of religion that was no 
longer heathen or Gnostic, bnt had an ecclesiastical colouring. 
But, with this prospect, we have already crossed the border 
of the third century. At its beginning there were but few 
theologians in Christendom who were acquainted with specula- 
tion, even in its fragmentary form. In the course of the century 

fit became a recognised part of the orthodox faith, in so far as 
the Logos doctrine triumphed in the Church. This development 
is the most important that took place in the third century; for 

* it denoted the definite transformation of the rule of faith into 
the compendium of a Greek philosophical system, and it is the 
parallel of a contemporaneous transformation of the Church into 
a holy commonwealth (see above, chapter 3).y 



Digitized by CjOOQLC 



Digitized by CjOOQLC 



